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DESCRIPTION 

^^.^^7^t^ OF THE 

River tHAMES,^c. ' 

W i T H T H E 

Ci-^y of LONDOITs 
JU R I S D I Ct I ON 

AND 

CONSERVACY 

Thtroof Provkd, 
&>th in Point of 

R I G H T and USAGE, 

BY 

Prescription, Charters, Acts of 
Parliament, Decrees, upon Hearing before 
the King^ Letters Patents, &?r. (^c. 

To which it added, 

Jl brief Description of thofc Fifh, wiA their 
Seasons, Spawnino-Timrs, iSc. that are caught 
in the Thames^ ok fold in Lmdon^ 
with 
Some few O b s s rv a t t o n s on the Nature, Element, 
Cloathing, Nuiiii)ers, Paflage, Wars, and Seofation^ {:^c» 
peculiar to FIS^H in general. 

A N D, A L S O, . 
Of the Water-Carriage on die River Thames^ to the feveral - 
PSrts of the XUngdom \ with a Lift of the Keys, Wharfi| and Dockt, 
adjoiHiAg to the iaine. 

To which aze addeil> 
ItuLEs, Orders, and OItDIl^ANCEs, made in Pnrfuance Of an 
) ASt bf Parliament pafledin the 30th of Geo. Il« For the more effitiftual 

^refervation and Improvement of the Spawn and Fiy of Fi(h, atid for the 
better Regulating the Fifhery thereof. 

'm*m I I M l I . M I II I I I, ,1, ,^^ 

LONDON: 
Printed fox Tt LonomaD in Patir'noJhr-RfK, 1758. 
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To the Kight Honourable 

Sir Charles u^JgyIl.,¥sA. 

Lo RD Ma yor of the City of 
LONDONy Conservator 
of the River Tbames^ and Waters of 
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^ My Lord, 

tS the Conibrva^y of the River Thames 
is peculiar to that High Office in 
. which Ypur Lordfliip is fo worthily 
diitinguilhed, I'humbly prefent the 
foUqwin^ Sheets to your XiOrdjOlMp 

And the rather, as the Subjeft-Matter is of 
fuch Importance to this City, whofe Honquf 
Yqur Lordfbip fp confpicuoufly fupports, aqd 
whofe Intereft You have fo much at Heart* 

The Publication was fomeTime fince in* 
tended^ but deferred on Account of fome 

depending 
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depending R^ulationd for the well-governing 
this noble River : Which Regulations» to the 
Ilonour of this City^ throuy^h the Afliduity of 
its worthy Magiftrates, were happilv effeded 
jinno tyS7 • An Event of great Utility to the 
Publick) and no left . aovaAtageaus to the 
Fiihermcn* 

The foUowiihg Defcription wa& .bigun by a 
Gentleniah^ who had many Years the Honour 
to ferv^ this City ki a ^atioD^ which ^ve him 
(he j^re^te0: Qppc^tonities oif being p(prife<ftly 
acquainted with the Sub^(^S} aad as he has 
bceh pleaftd, out bf Kiildnefsi to indulge me 
with the Prefentation hereof, LImmbly offer 
them to the Publick, whofe Attention will of 
Courfe follow Your Lordfhip's ^Patronage ; 
which will be efteemed tb6- griatef^ H<Hiour 
by .* ,^ :',- '. 

hiM'ehtfmmhle Servanit 



Eol^ct £iiuifill. 
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PREFACE. 

HE Duty and Nature of my 
OSlcq yjom prompting me to cm-- 
Jfider of enquire^ and fear ch^ in^ 
to the Authority, Manner^ and 
Execution thereof I had naturally a Re^ 
courfe 'to fuch Authors as had publijhed any 
"Thing concerning the Rights and Priviledges 
of the City ^London, from whence 1 ex^ 
iraSied the following Tejlimoniei ; ibhichi 
though atfirfl intended meerlyfor my own In- 
formation, are now (upon a longer Obferva-' 
Hon of their Tnvajtoh by feveral illegal Prac^ 
iices, and the ill Cohfequences that iiiu/i na- 
turally ijfue thereon^ dejtgned as d. Means to 
induce fonie more able Hand io ereEl a much 
fnore ample ^ andperfeSi SuperJlruSiure^ then 
phot I dm capable of; or would pretend to : 
A3 And 
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Aid as it may not be unacceptable to the Rea^ 
der^ to have the feveral Parts of this Work 
comeSfed^ and in a brief Manner laid before 
bim^ IJhallbere^ by Way of Preface^ in^ 
form bim^ Tbat its Intention is to fet forth 
the Beauty and Value nvhicb the River of 
Thames is of to the Publick, as n^ellas to 
{he City gf London j to prove thefaid City's 
Power on the faid Itiver ; to exemplify^ 
from Time to Time^ the Execution of that 
Power ; to remonjlrate the evil Confequen-^ 
ces that nmft befal the City hy any Abridg- 
ment, Negleift, or Abufe of that faid 
Power ; and to point outfomefew Methods^ 
in order to reform "what is amifSj fupply 
what is defeftive, andfecure it from dny il- 
legal Attempts that are^ or may {by Force or 
Art) be made to injure, or invade the f am/. 

%HET that live on the Banks of this 
famous River, can never too much admire 
its Beauty, nor fufficiently extol its Ufeful- 
nefs. For whether we con/ider its Navi^ 
tion, either as to the Number g/' Ships dai^ 
ly arriving fronty or Jailing for all the known 
Parts of the World, with the Riches and 

Necejaries 
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i!Jec^ffark$ of Life \ 6r the Number of the 
fmatkr Craft of ^erent Sorti and Sizes ^ 
that ferve not Only for Pleafure, bat the 
Profit er Conveniency of the neighbouring 
Shores } Or whether we d^r^ider the infinite 
Nun^ber of Men; wbofe entire Livelihood 
idepen^ thereupm^ us welias the great Nur- 
fcry it is for the raymg of Sailors for the 
t^ublick Service 3 / fay^ wh^n we confider 
till thefe^ dnd ibe mai^y bfher Benefits^ /b^/ 
getber with ttat invakabk Blefling we have 
in its FisttEkY^ we may jujlly fay^ it far 
exceeds all other Rivers in tbekmwn World: 

SHOlfLfirietJiicb a River & there-^ 
fore cArefully preferoed from all .Objiaclei 
imd Damages that may accrue either to its 
Navigation or Fifhery ? Surely ^ futh was 
the Cdre and Qmfideratim of former Jlges^ 
which induced the Wifhh of the Legiflaturc 
(almo/l from the earliefi Account of^ime) 
to rfpofefi^b Ppwers in tbit Magiftracy of 
the City of London^ as to enable the Lord 
M^or oftbefame^, to boldConm of Con- 
fervacy^ tf^ enaS Laws or Orders fir the 
Pr^ervdtion of its Navigation tf»^ Fifhery, , 
A 4 and 
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and even to fine and iimprifon all DefauU 
ters or Offenders againjl fucb Laws and 
Orders, which Jhouldy or might be made^ 
from Time to Yime^ for that faid Purpofe-^ 
by the Jaid Lord Mayor * and, aljb, to no^ 
minate, appoint, and conjiitute a Sub-Con^ 
fervator {br Watcr-BailifF) for the bettef" 
'Executing the Officd of Cdnfervator of the 
fatd RWtr arid Waters, within the Juri/^ 
diSfion of the faid Gty, 

ANDi accordingly, the antient Guar- 
dians of this truly imperial City, have aU 
ways looked upon this noble Jurifdiftion, as 
one of their greaiefi Ktonours \ and have 
often fl^ewn, by enaSfing new Orders, nbt 
Only their Gare of this ^reat River, but; 
likewife, how much they regarded Jo great 
a Truj^, as the Trojperity of iti NaViga-^ 
tion and Fifhery; 

B UT, furety^ thire rtever wat a Time 
when the Abafes or Devaflatiens in the 
latter werefo frequent and numerous as of 
late Tears, and that even in opeh Contempt 
and Defame of the City'i Authority and 

Jurifdic- 
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Jurirdiftion ; wbicb^ ifn^f fdon remedied 
and prevented^ mufty in a few Teart^ be 
hjiy and the Fifliery of this Rivir entirely 
defiroyed\ and all this pniyi iyafew defpe-- 
rate Fellows j in Qmparifin to the whole Body 
ofFiJhermeny who ofteny in Comiinationy and 
Tiefiance of dU hawSy Rules y or Orders y now 
in Being y dejlroy the Brood and Fry ofFiJb 
thereiny and that meerly for their Scales^ 
which they fell to make Beads on ; and then 
either feed their Hogs^ or bury in their Dung^ 
hills the Bodies of that Fryfo deftroyed. 

NATy theft Dciperado^s are lately be^ 
come (through Impunity) fo daring and 
open in this iniquitous and horrid Dejlruc^ 
tiony as frequently to contemn, infuit, re- 
fift, and tvtviy at Noon-Day y aflault the 
Water-BailifF, and his Deputies, in the due 
Execution of their Office y in Searching for ^ 
Seizing y and Taking awayy their illegal Nets 
and Engines^ 

IS it not then Time for the Conser- 
vator of this profitable River, to do all 
that lies in his Power y to prefervCy andfave 

from 



frm i)ifjtrt^mi the l^i&icty tbemf? JB 
it not then Time to exert his Power, and 
bring to Juflice all fucb Contemners mi 
Invaders of jo antimt^ bMouraBk^ and w- 
cefary an Authority ? Surefyfi. 

AND if Grtwhjiancei, in th Procefi 
of Time y may bow i in any wife ^ fialter^ 
ed the Nature of fbings^ as po0ly to heed 
Jhme more an^k Explication^ or additional 
Parliamentary j^d^ "ts^ereby to ftrengtbeh 
and fecure, or et^n inldrge bis Power of 
making neWy or more effe&udl Laws or 
Orders^ tbm tbofe now in Beings nxhereby 
to prevent fucb Abufei^ and to regulate ^ 
preferve^ arid improve fo publick a Goody ai 
is tbe Navigation and Fifliery oftbe River 
bf Thames % and for more readily bringing 
all fucb illegal FifherSy and Contemners of 
its Autbotity^ to a morefieedy Juftice. 

IS it; Ifayy to be doubted^ thai iht City 
df Ijondon can wdnt tbe ready Concurrence 
and Protection of a Bmifh Parliament 
herein f 

BUT 
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BUT I 4ar€ anfwer^ that the bare 
mentm tffucb Infuhe and Outrages againfl 
it {exckffhe cftbe many evident ill Qmfe^ 
quence$ arifing tberejrm) is fi Jujicient tof 
excite this great Gty tofeek far immediate 
Rdief ^^iRedreis, tofecure andftrengtberl 
if wanting^ fucb their Authority^ that it 
"would be Mly Impertinence in me^ to offer 
any farther Argument t^ by Way of Induce-^ 
tnent thereto ^ as it is a Matter not unwor^ 
thy their ftridteji Attention. 

NUMEROUS are the hftances of theif 
Ancc&oTsCare^ and vigorous Defence bere^ 
in, when, on many Occqfions, thisfaidJvL^ 
rifdidion, and Confervacy, has been at- 
tempted to be invaded or Sjputed\ for read 
only the following J^y, and you will there 
fndy That the City ^ London was always 
Jb anxious, nay, Jo well ferfuaded of tbeif 
Rights herein, and the comnkm Benefits re^ 
fulting to the Publick thereby^ that they 
contended for, and defended the fame ; 
not only againji the Encroachments of pri- 
vaie Perfons^ but with Archbifliops, Lord 

High- 
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High- Admirals, and even with Kings tbem-^ 
f elves 3 and is it to be imagined f bey will now 
fuffer fo valuable an Authority isnd Jurii^ 
didion to be thus trampled upon; orja great 
and general a Good^ as tbi FiOiery of^ this 
River ^ thus daily to be dejlroyed % and tbafy 
i fah h ^f^^ lawlefs Set ofFtlhws^ who 
not only thus rob the Publiek^ but greatly 
injure their omi Fraternity ? No f The O- 
ty of ^/)ndon is too great and powerful a 
Body^ to be thus affronted^ without exert • 
ing that Authority y which has been fo long 
lodged in their Hands ^ or fee king for fucb 
further j^fiance^ as, the Legijlature Jhall 
deem necejfar/ to preferve and maintain the 
fame. 

MANTare the Proofs Jhe has^^oen^ bow 
mucbjhe has the Interejl of the whole Nati- 
on at Hearty and jhe cannot therefore be lefs 
hearty in her own peculiar Caufe, nor lefs 
tenacious of her own Authority^ iioben thus 
infulted^ contemned^ and trampled upon^ I 

BUT to return to the Sub/lance or Inten- \ 
tion of this Treatije, wherein the Orders for 

pre^ 
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p^eferoing this Fijhery ; the Fiflicrmens two 
Charters ; the AQiSfor regulating t&e Wa- 
ten^aens Company, are ber^ i^biefly infert-^ 
edy only as fo many cmcurrenty fub/equent 
Tejlimonies of the aforegoing (barter Sy A£it 
of Parliament^ and other Proofs of the City 
of luOndotCsfaid JuriJdiBion and Conferva^ 
cy^ and wherein ym will ahvaysjind a Re* 
fervation of and Regard had thereto, 

AS to (he Defcription of Fifti, I have 
added it herein ',not only tofhew the various 
Kinds that are bred, and caught in this KU 
ver, hut that the Reader thereby may more^ 
readily know^ which are t^emore paIataUe> 
wholfome, or heft ; when mojl in Seafon, 
or otherwifc; their Times of Spawning, 
Breeding, and mfequently^ when m^ft pro^ 
per to he taken ^r preferved, 

AND for the general Obfervations on 
the Element, Cloathing, Numbers^ Pif- 
feg?3 Wars, Fmitfulnefs, Ckufc of Swim- 
ing,. 3enia.tion, Longavity, and other P^- 
wlidritieSy belonging to this vdliiabk Ahi-r 
Ijijili it ii here inferted, as well to /hew the 

Pivina 
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Ilwh»Wt£i(m^,^PtmerandQoodnefs, n9f 
onfy m its wmder/ui Gonf€)cture, Regulation 
and Breeding ; iut witbqi^ in the oAundanf 
fiippfyittg uct StMe v»tbfich a Variety of 
ttem. ' - * 

' * . . •• • 
AND I have beenf herein tbe morepar-^ 
tieulary in Regard to the Fifhery of this 
River y as it evident^ cails abrndfor a more 
immediate Relief than what its Navigation 
(in the. main) doesy md wbicb, if not fim 
regarikdy vmfi eertainfy go to Definition. . 
The which, with the Duty and Jaftice / 
osax the PubCck, City, and My&lf^ in the 
Care Hear herein^ has prompted fne to ptd^ 
lijb^ this imperfe£t Effay^ in order to juji 
point out bow far the City^s Power nu^ ex-- 
tend towards the Prefervation and Improve- 
ment of thefe two im)akabk Bleffings, ef- 
pecially in the latter^ as well as the Necef- 
iity and Reafim there is for doing it, and no 
other Motive cotdd have induced me thus 
to expofe my own Inabilities : So hope the 
Reader wiU excuje the JkcorreBnefs, and 
other Deficiencies be will here foul i and, as 
I ban)e akeady hinted, heartily wijh this 
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tnay prove the Meanf^ orFMndattQH of a 
more perfeSm^ork, 

/ HAVE aifo here addei a brief At^- 
€Ount of tb^ pancipalKtys^^-VfYiStiSy and 
Dooks,, of this, Riycr, that adjoin to tbit 
Cky, with the feverdl Counties^ and Towns y. 
from whence there are Boats ^ &c. pajjing 
iPy, and fro; or Goods carried y in Order to 
prove the greater TJfefulnefs^ and extenfive 
Navigation^ of this River ^ 

BU% to f urn up the whole Intention of 
the following EJfay : Were there but proper 
Laws, and Ordinances, for the Preferva- 
tion of this River, authentickly and duly 
cflablifhed, to enforce thofe now in Beings 
whichy through Length of Time, and the 
Evafive late Contrivances of illegal Fi/herSy 
are become almoft obfoletey and injujicient for 
their intended good Purpofes : Wete the 
Means to bring Offenders to Jujlicey and 
legal Puni/hment more eiFedtual, and lefs 
difficult to be put in Execution ; were I, 
and my Deputies, effeSlually proteSied, in 

Deleting 



xvi The PREFACE. 

DeteSling and Preventing illegal PraSHces^ 
and feeing a due Obfervance of fucb Laws 
^/7^ Ordinances, as are^ or may be made 
for the Cbnfervacy oj the faid River ; and 
they, as it is objerved before ^ mt fo difcou- 
raged and intimidated, from exerting tbem* 
felves herein ; / amfure^ the River would 
then be more firi&ly and duly preferved \ the 
City's annual Expence, on that Account ^ 
much lefjened\ the Publick more plentifully 
and cheaply fupplied with good and whol* 
fome Fijh'y and even the Fifhermcn, in 
general^ get a much more eafy^ and better 
livelihood. 




THE 



THE 

CON TEN T S. 

THE River ^/Thames defcribedj Page 2. 
Its Rife 4. Courfe 5/ Extent 6. 
^ides ib- Tide-^able 7. Reaches 8. 
Reaches defcribed 10. //J Navigation 12 
/<? 15, ii;fi2 158- City s Care of it 15. Still 
wants Amendments ib. IVherein ib. //J 
Wefiem Navigation 158. //^ F^^ 19. 
Variety of Fijh 20. JF/b'o; ^^i&z^ deftroyed 
21. 5^»»^ /«e; Preventives 24. IT/^^ G'/yV 
Care 9f it 25. 3w^ /^/^ Injlances 26. //j 
Eyghts or Aits 28. Towns and Villages ad-- 
jacent 31, Rivers emptying themf elves into 

i^ ^ 54 

Lee or Lea C/i&^j i2mr, defcribed 5^ 

Midway C/i^^^ defcribed 56 

Slv O'/y <?/" Loi^^pn'^ JurifdiSion and Confer- 
. vacy on the River of Thames and Medway 
57. Lord Mayor'* s Power thereon 58,59. 
A remarkable Inflance 60. Their antient Or- 
ders for preferving the Thames 62 to 85. 
Sir Daniel Lambert V i///o 86. The Ju- 
rifdiSlion proved (in Point of Right) 94. 
^y Prefcription 96. Allowance in Eyre 97. 
Antient Charters 98 ASls of Parliament 
'103. Inquifttions 118. Decrees 118. X.^/- 
fers Patents 119. Proclamations ib. i?^- 
^cr/j (?/ X/wf'j Councel 120. Quo War- 
rantQ/^. Records in the Tower 121, Pr^i/^i 

; *-' =- •' B - ^//b 



. • • . • ' , . » 

htfo (in Point 9f Ufage.) By antient 6r2p- 
nances tzS. Punijhment of Offenders ib« 
Writs and Precepts 126. . Accounts 127; 
Commiffions lb. .Continual Claim ib. 

Jn Ar €f Common Council of Eondom for pre* 
Jerving the Thames ^63 

Pf'eamble on the Fijhermens two Charters^ fhew- 
ingtbey were^ and are Jiill under the Govern^ 
ment of the Court of LordMayor^ andAldtr- 
menofljoiAoti i3o> Who would have infringe 
ed on the Citfs Jurifdiaion i ^i. AbflraSl of 
their firfi Charter 134.. Abftrail of their 
fecond Charter 138 

^tatutesy relating tOy and Jhewing the Water-- 
mens Company y . being under the Rule and Go- 
vernment of the City of London 145, to 
154. Rates of Watermen upy, and down the 
River 155. Gravefend "Tilt-BoatSy ditto 
157. Order for decent Behaviour of Water- 
men 162 

4 Defcriptton of thefveral Sorts of Fifby caught 
in the Thames, brought tOy or Sold iH 
IliOndon 168. General Obfervations on the 
Nature of the Cloatbingy NumberSy PaffagCy 
Warsy &c. peculiar to Fifh 241. Statutes 
relating to Fijh and Fifberies . 258 

An Account of the Wharf Sy Keysi and Docks^ 
adjoiningy or near to the City ^/London,* tOy 
from wbeneCy and wheny PaJengerSy GoodSy' 

^ or MerchandizeSy may be conveyed to the fe- 
deral Countiesy and Places of tJbis Kingdom^^ 
therein mentioned (S^^ 



ktLR AT A. 



B R R A T Jt 



EAG E ^. Lim 33, a^er Slaciwaff, for or» readziA^ 
p. 11./. I i. for dus River; r, that River, ib, i. 20. 
r. ilowing to the. ji. /. 23. r. on that Side; which gives, 
p. 14. /. z. after beneficial; add. Is. ih, /. 2. after not^ 
ii!f/ris. . ^. 15. /. 1 1, ycir above four, r. above five, p, 
17. /« s;. «>^fr &c. addxxi (top and raiie the Currency^ 
of, and raife the Water, p. 41. /. %%. after jy^iyi, aid 



famous, p, 5^, /. 27. after Deptford River, S. «^Stif- 
ford or Flete River, and Crouch River. /. 56. /. 12. 
dele which, p, 57. /. 12. i/r/f within. /. 61. /« /^^ 



Side-Netel fir A€i of Common- Council; r. An Order 
of Court of Aldermen. »^. /. 26, for he r. be. /. 65. 
/. 5./tfrCord.Net, r. Cod-Net. /. 93. /. 2g. fir Lzv/s'» 
#•• Orders. /. 94. /. 3. <j/?^r North Shore, r. and Kent, 
/. 96, for Genlandy r. Yenland p. III. /. 26. tf/>rr not 
bdng in Length, add, xo Inch Fiih or more, Sahnon* 
f, 124. L 32. ^^ as a, iM^Deodands. ^. 222. /. 3$» 
^<r differs^ i»/^ little. 
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HE CITY of LONDON, as 
upon all Occaiions, it has diftin- 
guilKed itfelf in the Support and 
Defence of its King and Coun- 
try, fo has it alfo been rewarded, 
as a juft Return for its Fidelity, with many 
noble, valuable, and antient Privileges -, a- 
mongft which, I apprehend, its Jurifdi^ion 
zndConfervacy of the River Thames^ and Wa- 
ters of ik&iw^, is one of tlie moft honourable^ 
both for its Antiquity j Authority^ and Ufefuh- 
nefs. 

If I Ihould attempt a compleat Hiftory of 
this moll famous River, that alone, were I 
equal to tl^.Taik, would carry me beyond 
my intended Brevity ; for, confidering its 
Rifij beautiful Courfe, Extent, Navigation, 
ProiuS, and the vaft Number of Hands it 
wholly maintains^ it will be found no^ only 
* - B the 
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the moft famous Riyer in the Ifland of Great 
Britain J but, without any Partiality, little, if 
at all, inferior to any other River in the whole 
ITorld : Therefore, 

I fhall confine myfelf to the following Par- 
ticulars neceffary to be premifed, for the bet- 
ter underftanding the City's Power thereon, 
as well as of what great Confequence the Na^ 
vigation and Fijhery of the River fi^^iiw^j is, not 
only to the Publick in General, but alfo to the 
Inhabitants, as well of all the adjacent Coun- 
ties, as of the City of London in Particular. 

But firft, I muft beg leave to add fome- 
what of the Beauty and Ufifulnefs of Rivers in 
General, and then proceed to the Defcription 
of the Thames in Particular : And herein I 
know of no Account fo natural, or fo well a- 
dapted to explain thefe two great ^alities, 
and, at the fame Time, to comprehend, and 
give us fo lively, fo natural, and fo juft a Re- 
prefentation thereof in the River of TbameSf 
that I cannot forbear incerting here the Words 
of a late Author, viz. ^' What a delightful 
*' Scene, fays he, is a foft murmuring Stream? 
*' Whether we refleft on the gentle Motion 
^' of its Watersy ot on the various Benefits? 
** and Advantages arifing from it, or ^e our 
^' Endeavours to trace it to its Head ; wcf 
** are charmed with its Glidings in fuch.beau- 
*' tiful Me^iders : Tht numberlefs Accom- 
" modations it affords us, fills us with the 
^' moft grateful Acknowledgments, and our 
** Curiofity is excited to the laft Degree, by 
" the ObfcuFity of itsOrigihal, which at firft 
" h nothing more than a Vein of Waters iffii- 
" ingirdm fome Hill upon a Bed of Sand, or 

" Clay^ 
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" Clajr, the little Stomes that are difperfcd 
** round about, are fufHcient to interrupt i<s 
•* Current. It turns, winds, and murmuts 
** as it roll^ along, at laft it dears its Way, 
". falls in a Torrent down upon the Plains, 
•* and fwells, by being united with fome other 
*• Streams. It hollows the Ground by the 
" Rapidity of its Fall, and throws up the 
" Earth on each Side of it. It infenfibly 
" forces its Way through every Thing that 
" obftruds' its Paflage, and digs a Bed or 
** Channel for its felh The overflowing of 
" the adjacent Springs and Ponds, the Snow^ 
*' that melts and trickles down tiie Hills, and 
" the additional Supplies of various Brooks 
" and* Rills that fall into it, fortify and en- 
** rich it. Then it afTumes a Name,, and 
** fteers its Courfe along the Sides of the 
" flowry Meads. It takes a Tour roi/nd the 
•* Hills, and graces, as it turns and winds, 
*' the fpacious Plains.** 

It is the general Rendg:zt^ous of almoft all 
living Creatures ; and, in a Word, is as de*- 
lightful to Man, as it ifs t6 Birds and Beafts. 
We generally . rejeft. ther Hifls " and Woods, 
and fix our Habitations on its Banks. 

It refrefhes the Farmer's thirfty Soil, and 
adorns the pompous Seats of the NobUity, 
with the moft delightful Profpefts, and makes 
the Country every Way agreeable : It pays a 
Vifit to thofe large Towns, that are inde;bted 
to its. friendly Streams, for all their Wealth 
and Conimerce. 

TttER^ it majeftically rolls along between 
tWo Raws of coftly Buildings, which not on- 
ly adorfi^ but are adorned by it. The in- 
B 2 ceflant 
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xeffant Concourfe of People, the Multitude of 
Carriages of all Sorts that are for ever pafling 
.over its Bridges ; the infinite Number of 
Boats, and other Veffels, that are conftantly 
floating on its Surface : In fliort, thofe agree- 
able, but confufed Sounds that are heard, 
not only over its Waters, but all along its 
Keys, give us at once the Idea of Trade and 
Opulence. 

The principal Aim of Divine Providence 
in the Formation of Rivers, was, no Doubt, 
to furnilh both Man and Beaft, with one of 
the.moft neceflary Ornaments of Life-, one 
that will either refrefli us when we are faint 
and thirfty, keep our Habitations, as well as 
our Bodies, clean and wholfome, and not on- 
ly drefs our own Provifions, but adorn our 
Tables ,with the. moft delicate Part of them. 
"And I Ihall here add, that the Water of this 
River is juftly efteemed as exceeding whol- 
fomei and peculiarly remarkable for its Ufe 
in very long Voyages, during which, it will 
(more than any other River Water whatever) 
work and ferment itfelf like Liquor, till it be- 
comes perfeftly fine. 

But to be more particular in riiy Account 
-ofjthe Thames, I fhall begin firft with its Rije^ 
Courfej Extent, and Tides. 

The Thames arifeth in a fmall Spring 
near the Village of Hemhle, in the Parilh of 
puhberly, or Coberley, a little to the Soutli-weft 
of GireKcefter^ in the County of Gkuceften^ 
wliich, to befure, is the moft diffant $tream': 
But. Plbersh^ve.. rather chofen to place its 
Fountain near ,Siddington, where jthe' Jfi^s 
/pringsV'A Matter of no great Confe^uenae, 
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to' delerve our prefent Regard : However, 
diiSt is certain ; after receiving an infinite 
Number of fmaU Rivulets, it becomes navi- 
gable at Lecblade ♦, where it unites with the 
Cojne^ to which Place, Veflels of forty or fif- 
ty Tons Burthen trade with Eafe, Then 
continuing its Courfe alnwft due North- Eaft, 
it wafhes the City, and famous Univerfity of 
Oxford ; and being joined with the Oufe^ it 
runs South to Abington^ from thence Eaft to 
Dorcbefttr^ and fo to Thame in Oxferdjhirey 
where both its former Names of IJis and Oufe 
are fwallowed up by that of TbantafiSy or 
Thames J which it retains ever after, till it 
meets the northern Ocean ; Wafhing, ' as it 
takes its Courfe, through B^^V^, Backing- 
bamjhire^ Surry^ ASddlefeXy Effex^ and J&»f, 
the Towns of JValUngford^ Reading, Henly^ 
Markw, Maidenhead j Windfar^ Eaton, Stains^ 
Chertfey, Weybridge, Shepperton, Walton, Sund- 
bury, Hampton Town and Court, Thames- 
Ditton, Ksngfton, Twickenham, Richmond;^ 
Shene, IJleworth, Kew, Brentford, Mortlake^ 
Barnes, Chifwick, Hammerfmith, Putney, Ful- 
ham, . Wandfworth, Batterfea, Cbelfea, Lam- 
beth, PTeftminfter City, Soutbwark, and the 
City of London-, and from hence, both Shores 
thereof, may be called a continued City, for 
the Number of Houfes, Trade, and opulent 
Inhabitants, that live in Horfdydown, tap- 
ping, Redrif, ShadweU, Ratcliff, Limebouje^ 
Deptford, and Greenwich : To thefe we may 
add the Hamlet of Poplar and Blackwall, ^ef 
Cold-Harbour, Woolwich, Erif, Grays, Gravef 

* Wluc]} n 138 Miles from L^iuhn* 

P 3 ^»^» 
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eM, aod Mifpn : And » thi& Traft or Courfe, 
this River fwaUows tJp the River Kemei^ the 
STi^///^ or fJi^di the Colne^ Guildford River, the 
5^^»^ or Brene^ the jBr#»^/, the Lee or L^, 
tht.lknfmt, md Midway. In the w^tolet 
therefore, we compute this River to run i8o 
Miles, at kaft, from its Source to its Fall. 
And, 

Xhje' Tide ebbs and flows above 70 Miles 
x^ this River within the mainland, which is 
done twice* in every .24. Hours ; by which 
Me^ans, afl her ChaAnels ar^e. filled as ^t^^n^ 
to the great Advantage of Trade and.Navi- 
gatton. Concerning which^ it is neceflary to 
obferv^, that, as the Tide is iofiuenced by 
the Incrcafe and Decreafe of the Moon, fo 
the Tide* 4iffer i^ tbeir Times, ^ach one 
pomiflg 124 Minutes later than the former, 
wiiich wants but 12 Minutes of a whole 
HiPUr in 24. And^ therefore, they who have 
any Depeadance on the Ebbing and Flojving 
pf the Riyer ^hameSy are regulated by fych a 
Tiabie a^ follows : 



«/t' 
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; The Tide Table at London Bridge. 


N, Moon. 


Hour 


Min. 


Explanation. 


F. Moon. 


3 




1 


I 


3 H 


48 


B7 yoor Almanack, 


2 


4 3 

5 " 


31 


fee how maay Dayt 


^ 




ire ptft fince the laft 


^ 


3 


14 


Ntw or Full Moon, 


4 


6 o 


52 


Then look for that 


Q 


7 ^ 


Number in the ift 


f 


5 
6 


30 
03 
36 


Column 1 and oppo- 
fitetok, in the ad 


|5 




Columni ycm have 


7 


8 :? 


the Hour and Mi- 


% 


8 


24 


note, at which it 


^ 

§ 




S 


wUl be High Wa- 


9 


9 £| 


27 


ter at Lond, Bridge. 


1' 


lO 


lO ^ 


K 


Th»i you fee, 5 
Daya after the iV<w 


II 


II w^ 


28 


or Full Moon, haa 


|: 


12 


12 1 


26 


the Tide foU at 6 
Hours tod 30 Mi, 


s 


»3 


I §* 


^9 


nutes, or 30 Mi- 


14 


2?' 


12 


aaUipiUl6aClock. 



JV. 5. But after all, this Table only fervcs 
when the Tide is regular, and not interrupted 
by any Accidents j for, if the Wind proves 
rough at Weft or South Weft, it is known to 
ftop the flowing in of the Tide to its ufual 
Height -, and the boifterous North-Eaft Wind 
has the contrary Etfedt. Another Accident is 
the overflowing of the Banks of the Thames^ 
occafioned by great Rains, which being ftopt 
in their Courfe to the Sea by the flowing Tide, 
muft confequently make fome Alteration in the 
Height of the Water, of which there are feveral 
e^raordinary EiJKaipples recorded, both in 

B 4 ancient 
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ancient and modera Hiftories *. As ta-thc 
Shifting, or prctrrnatjjral Tides, as foqic call 
theni, they Have either' been of that little 
Confequence, as to dcferyc ho Remark, or 
maybe prop^ly accounted for by what has 
been already obferved concerning the Inflii- 
. cnce of the North- Weft Wltid eAcQuntering 
a flow E$b. at thp f harness Mouth-, which, 
at leaft, for a certain Space, muft caufe a 
return of f he Tide. But>the^moft general 
Ruk to know the Timefof ;Tide* at London 
Bridge, i?, th«it whe|i the Mooji is in- the 
Fully or Changes, then it is High Water at or 
near 'Bhree o'Clock following ; and it is like- 
wife High Water there at Eight o*Clock, oi: 
within, a few Minutes after the Mooii .enters 
into its Fii:fi or Laji Quarters, and yoq are 
only to add—— Minute^ to each 24HourS 
(or Days) if your Enquiry happens after each 
faid Quarters of the Moon, to the Hour 
here given. ■ 

The next Obfcrvation fhall be concerning 
the feveral Reaches ^ and Eight s^ in this RiVer^ 
and then, \xs Navigation and Tifieiy. * \ 

I Ihall firft fet down die feveral Reaches 
between London Bridge and Grave/end odIy^ 
and afterwards the Reaches thzt are above the 
•*^ faid Bridge in the River Weftwards. * ' ' / 

Thz Reaches below the Bridge, Or Eaft^ 
wards, are, - • • .-. 

ifiy The Poolj which begins at the Tower'y 
and reacheth to Limhoufe^ a common an^ 
choring Place for Colliers. ' 

• Sec MmtUinfs Hiftory of lontbn^ p, 49, 135, 14^. 



the THAMES, ^c. § 

idfyj L»»^io»/^ jR^^ci,. which extends from* 
limeboufe to Poplar. 

^dly^ Greenwifb Reacby which reaches from 
PoplaVy by the Ifle pf DogSy to below Green- 
ivitb on the South Side, and on the North' 
Side Half-way to Blackwall^ or to the Ferry- 
Htiuff. - ^ 

^bfyy BlackwdH Reacb, whiclj begins at 
Blackwall a:nd ends at Nel-Hope ; or, 

'g/i/y:, Bughy^s Hole^ which again ' extends' 
to . . 

6/ify, Wholwicb Reacby which pafling by 
Woolwicb^ joins. '-^ . • 

• 7//^^', Galleons Reacby which extends to 
Marking Creek. 

Sibfyy Barking Shelf is the next, and reacheth 
to ifedfW'ay-Houfe on theX>«//)&Shoar,bein^ 
called fo, as it is the half Way between* L^;?-^ 
doh and GravefendyVfhcrt the next Winding of 
the River is called . 

^fbfyy Half'lVay'Reacb^ or Daggenbam 
Reacb; which at Raynbam Creek is joined 

lotbly^ By Eriib Reacb^ which receives its 
Name' from the Town of Eritb^ fituate on 
that Winding of the River. 
•" iiibly^ 'initiitxtRjeacb\%C2X\tAt\^ Rands y 
' and pafling by Purfleet^ the next Turning cf . 
the Rhrer is called • ' 

12/%, Long Redcby which extends as" fat 

^^ 

ipblyy St. Qefnent^s'Reacb^ between Green- 

hitbe and Grays. '-" ' 

14/%, Noribfleef Hope is the neXt Reaci^ 
takiog its Name from the Town- of Norfb- 
fleet '^ iand 

• i^Wy, The jaft Reach below Bridge, takcfs 

its 
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its Name from the Town of Gravtfend. 

The feveral Reaches above London Bridge, or 
Wcftward. 

i/. That is a Reacb^ though not commonly 
called fo, viz. from the faid Bridge to Saw- 
Mil-Point J op^fkc to fFbitjshall. 

2dly^ Lambeth Reachj which extends from 
Saw-MU-Ppint to Nine Elm.' ' 

gdfyj Chelfea Retkh^ which is much expofed 
to the wefterly Wind, and extends from 
Nine^Elms to the upper End of Chelfea. 

4thljj Batterfea Reach^ which extends from 
Chelfea to Wandefworth. 

gthly^ Putney Reacbj which extends from 
Wandfworth to the upper End of Putnix 
Town. * 

6tbly^ Barne Elm Reacbj which reachetb 
&om thence to Hanmerfmith. 

jthlyj The next is a Ihort Rmcb^ which on- 
ly extends from Hatnmerfmitb to the upper 
lEnd of Cij^fmcL v* ♦ 

Sthfyy Corney Aeacb^ wladx extends frona 
Cbifwick to the End of Bams. 

^tbly^ Mortlake keafb^ fro«» f hp lover End 
of Mortlake to Brentford' 

lothly^ Sion R^acbi^ which extends from 
$rentford to IJUworth. 

iithlyy Richmond Reacbj which extendi; 
from TJU^th to the upper End of Richmond. 

N' B. A Reach isthi«:Space or Bay of Water, 
between one Point of Land on the one Side the 
Water, to the next Point pn the opppfite Side .; 
and which are of very great Advanta^ to 
the Navigation in general, and especially 
vhere e'er the Tides ebb an<f flowj tor fuch 

Turn- 
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Turnings of the River, are not only ufdful in 
r^ard to the failing Part of Navigation j but 
thefe very Points or Necks of Land, prevent 
or flop that Rapidity, or rather Force of the 
Tide, which niuft and would naturally enfue, 
were there no fuch Points of Land, or were 
th^ Tides or Currents to have a long, ftrait 
a#id direct Courfe ; as is evident in King- 
Road near Brijiok where the Tide comes in 
with fo much Jmpetuofity, Force and Sud- 
dennefs, in the feveral Parts of this River, l_ 
where the Currency run$ in fuch ftrait Lines, 
and with fuch Force, as to render the Navi- 
gation thereof imperfeft, without the Aflift- 
iice of feveral Horfes to tow or draw up the 
Baizes, 6f r. againfl: the Streaofi. But thefe Turn- 
ings are (till of greater ufe to the fmaller 
Crafts j for as the Points of^Lands which ter- 
minates thefe Reaches^ throws off the Force 
of the Tides^ either ebbing or flowing ; -to L^ 
-^tttpiht oppofite Sides of the River, fo as for 
fomre Space to caufe an 5<idy> nay often, a. 
contrary fmall Current on th^t Side ; it tbureby L^ur£Uh 
gives Watermen an opportunity of ufing their 
Oars, and Miariners of failing moreeafily an4 
expeditioufly againft the Tides, whenever 
they Ebb and Flow ; and are of like Service 
in refpeii to their throwing off the Force of 
the Currency of the River to the oppofite Side, 
forfome Space at leaft, by which Bargemen arid 
Watermen, may more e'afily and readily Tow oc 
Row their Barges and Wherries up the River, 
or againft the Sti^eam, though by fome they 
are looked upon as dangerous in ^tempeftupuf 
Weather -, but this mutt be owing, efpecially 
Weftwards of honion Bridge, entirely either 

to 
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to the Ignorance, or rather CarelcflTncfs, or 
Covetoufnefs of the Watermen, by taking 
piore Paffengers into their Boats, than what 
they are allowed to do By AA of Parlia* 
ment *, or by overloading them. 

And this brings me naturally to conlider, 
firft, the Navigation^ and then the Fijhery of 
this River, at leaft fo far as the Jurifdiclion 
of the City of London extends; for the Be- 
nefit, Commodioufnefs, and Prefervation of 
which,- the Power of Confervacy was origi- 
nally granted, and hai? been frequently con- 
firmed, by Royal Charters and Afts of Par- 
liament, as hereafter I hope to make plainly 
appear. And I would only afk. Who is, or 
can be, niore eflentially , concerned in the 
true Welfare of both thefe two Articles, or fo 
properly to be entrufted with the Care of its 
Welfare, as the City of Londok i 

• And, firft, in refpeA to the Navigation. 
I<?ould here earneftly wiftil was capable of duly 
defcribipg that vaft, I might fay, grand and 
glorious Appearance that is daily to be fecn on 
this npble River^ hot only of Ships of War, 
but Ships of Merchandize, an4 other large 
Veffels, Barges, and Boats, 

' How agreeable muft it be to every true 
Lover of his Country, to fee below London 
Bridge (which I (hall firft fpeak of) fuch 
Kumbers of Ships, from the imalleft to the 
greatcft Burden, paffing and repaffing every 
Tide, to and from this great NIetropolis, to 
fome or other Parts of all the known World! 
flow infinite in its Traffick ! How abound- 

'. . * ioGco. II. cap. }i 

, ing; 
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ing in its Merchandize ! And how immenfdiy 
rich in its Product or Returns ! Nay, 1 may 
alfo tnily add, ^I^ow ftrong is it, by its 
Naval Force, in its own Defence, as well as 
thereby almoft terrible Abroad, and hoW 
great an Influence does it there give us, ex- 
clufive of the Benefits . and Security we alio 
reap thereby at Home : Which brings to my 
View, a pleafing Refleftion, that every ^rue 
Briton muft have, when he confiders what a 
trifling infignificant Traft of Land this Ifland 
is when compared to the reft of the Globe, 
or indeed lo mofb, or all, of the other King- 
doms of the World ; and yet how much 
ftronger, more powerful in its Influence, 
abundantly better lupplied with every Ne- 
ceflTary within it felf, as well as from Abroad, 
than almott any other Part of the known 
Globe ; and all this I may venture to affirm, 
is principally, if not fblely, owing to its Na- 
vigation and Naval Force : Nor can I for- 
get what that worthy and good Citizen told 
one of our Kings, to whom threatening to re- 
move his Perfon and Courts of Juftice fron^ 
this City J he replied. That it was their Com- 
fort that he could not alfo deprive them of 
the Thames ; for fo long as they enjoyed that 
River, they could ftill retain the Commerce 
and Wealth of the Nation. 

But to return : How many thoufand Fa- 
tnilies are /olely maintained by the Naviga- 
tion of this very River, exclufive of the con-, 
^tingent Benefits that arife from thence to* 
Shipwrights, Barge and Boat-builders, Gar- 
deners, and other Trades, Handycrafts and 
Injxabitants adjoining thereto. In ftiort, how 
• 1 . convenient. 
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convenient, how pleafant, and how vaftly 
<— . beneficial Ais Navigation, not is only to this 
great City, but to the whole Kingdom, as 
well as to all thofe, efpecially, who either re- 
fide, or have any Eftates, or Concerns, in any 
of the Counties a\1joining to the ^hames^ is, 
I fay, fo obvious a Matter, as to need no Ex- 
planation, and would but carry me beyond 
my defigned Brevity to enlarge any farther 
thereon. 

As to the Navigation above London Bridge, 
how beautiful, how agreeable a Sight it is to 
view daily, nay hourly, efpecially at the Flow^- 
ing and Return of the Tides, that vaft Num- 
ber of Barges and Boats, as well of Pleafuire 
as of Burthen, continually pafling up and do^n 
this River, to and from all Parts of the aJ4- 
joining Counties \ How vaftly convenient for 
the ready, fafe, eafy and cheap Conveyance 
of all Sorts of Goods, or other heavy Com- 
modities, from one of the adjacent Towns or 
Villages to another, as well as to and from 
this great City ! How pleafant, how amufing, 
and indeed how cheap and ready is the Paf- 
lage up and down this River, either for thofe 
that take it for Pleafure or Bufinefs ! What a 
Number of beautiful Towns and Villages, 
fine and noble Seats is there adjoining, which 
were it not for the many Benefits and Ad- 
vantages they receive from its being naviga- 
ble, would very probably have never been 
fo eredled, or at lead not near fo nunierous 
as they are : And as to the many Hundreds 
of Families that are wholly maintained only 
by the Navigation of this River wefl:Wards c^ 
London Bridge j the vaft Number of Barges 

and 
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and Boats that are cdnftantly employed there- 
on, both Night and Day, are fuilicient to 
convince any Beholder. 

And (q truly fenfible has the City ofZ^»- 
den always been of the great Importance of 
the Navigation of this River, that its chief 
Magiftrate and Confervator thereof, annually 
holds feveral Courts of Confervacy for its 
Prefervation, at a very confiderable yearly 
Expence to the City ; and as a farther Proof 
thereof, it is not above -fow Years fince they u 
laid out feveral hundred Pounds in widening 
the Channel, and taking away Gravel from fe* 
veral fhallow Places of the River weftwards, 
^hich at that Time greatly obftruded its Na- 
vigation •, and this laft without any other Obli- 
gation on their Parts, than their Zeal for the 
publick Good. 

But I am afraid even all this, or any other 
Expence, how great foever, will little avail 
to the continuing and preferving this Naviga- 
tion open and free, as it ought to be, without 
a more uniform, and regular Method of na- 
vigating and loading the weftern great Barges 
is mord duly formed and eftablilhed, than what 
is praftifedatprefent, or has been of late Years 
efpecially. In order to explain which, and to 
aft confident with the Duty I owe to my Office, 
as well as the Publick, I Ihall here juft point 
out fome few of thofe Difadvantages which 
cither now attend, or are but too frequently 
praftifed, to the Detriment of the Navigation 
Weftwards. 

Ai^t) the firft that I fhall mention, and 

which is but too frequently committed by 

thofe Perfons who are entrufted with the.Na- 

t vigating 
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^ vigating of thefe B^rgcs^ efpecially down the 
River, is thik, that fuch rerforis, whether 
through Vitioufnefs, Negligence, or Wilful- 
nefs (beft known to themfelves) turn their 
Veffels ahd run aground, fb acrofs the Chan- 
nel of the Rilrer, as to obftrud all other 
Barges paffirig or repafling the fame ; and 
this; if I have not been mifinformed, has 
been, and is, often done through Envy,, ill 
Will, or other clandeftine Views, to others 
Coming down the River at the fame Time, 
and fo to interrupt each other's Paflagfe, that 
hot only the Owners of the Loading often 
fuftiin Inconveniencies by fuch Delays, but 
the Navigation is thereby much impaired, by 
fo many Veffels lying in the Way, or foul of 
each other, and thereby Stopping or Divert- 
ing the due Courfe of the River, and Turn- 
ing its Current, which naturally removes 
large Quantities of Sand and Gravel from off 
the Shallows, into the Channel, to its Prcju^ 
dice, both in Refpeft to its Dimenfions, ai 
well as Depth of Water ; which the more it 
is expanded, muft naturally be the lefs dctp^ 
and confequently the more incapable of bear- 
ing the greater Burthens. 

Other Difad vantages that very much cbh-^ 
tributes to the Impairing of this weftern Na- 
vigation, is, Firjiy the Over-buildjng of their 
Barges; and. Secondly^ the frequent Ovef- . 
loading x)f thcfe very Veffels, throiigh Avari- 
tioufnefs, which Drawing too great a Depth of 
Water for the Channel, efpecially within the 
Jurifdiftion, where there are no Locks, occa- 
fioris their having fo many Stoppages, an4 
confequently (as has already been ob^rved) 
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the greater Detriment to its Navigation : Nay/ 
fome Peribns are not contented with doing all 
thisy but mull: ftill commit an additional bad 
Pradtife, and tHat is,- by Floating of feveral 
Pieces of large Timber, Tying in a Breads 
or in Rafts, and then Fixing them by the Sides 
of their Barges, which, in their Paflage^ muft 
€onfequently plough away a great Deal of 
Sand and Gravely to the Impairing and Fill-* 
ing up the Channel of the River. 

Anotiter Adion detrimental to the Na- 
vigation, and but too often pradifedby Barge^^ 
men on their Vcflels flicking a-groUnd j when, 
in order to remove in more immediately, they 
fix Planks, (^c. l^ 

All which, and many other Impediments 
that are, or may arife to the Prejudice of fo 
valuable a Benefit, as is the Navigation of thi$ 
River to the Publick in general, might fure- 
lybeeafilyremoved^ eafily rectified, by pro- 
per Regulations beilig duly ellabliflied, both 
in Regard to the Affize of their Barges, the 
Burthens they Ihould each Voyage carry^ 
Winter and Summer, if needful to be diftin- 
guiflied, with fuch Rules and Orders for the 
Conduft of thofe employed in the Navigadng 
of fuch Barges, as may prevent as much as 
may be^ any De;triment to the Navigation^ 
or any wilful^ or negligent Obfl:ruftion to 
each other in their Voyages, and that their 
Barges Ihould be numbered j and that fuch 
Maft:er, or Foreman^ that is entrufted With 
the Care of any Barge, ihould be anfwerable 
or accountable, for any fuch * MifdemeanorV 
that may be committed either by himfelf, or 
others employed with him, in fuch Barge i 
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^nd the Mafter, or real Owner of fuch, ot 
any Barge or Veffeli to employ no Perfon ai 
a Foreman, but whom they can cntruft, of 
will be accountable for *, and the Juitices of 
the Peace, on Complaint of any Damage be* 
ing done to the Navigation, or wilful Ob- 
ftruclions. Hindrance, or Damage done to 
each other in their Voyages, may be em- 
powered to hear^ examine^ and determine the 
fame. 

. These, or fome fuch, or other Orders 
and Regulations, as might- be formed by the 
Barge-mafters themfelves, more converianC 
with, or in the Knowledge of all fuch Evils, 
than what I can pretend to be, would un-^ 
^oubtly much cbntributc, not only to the 
preferving of the Navigation, but be of great 
Advantage even to themfelves ; who, as I 
am tdd, are often great Sufferers by fuch 
Obftruftions,. ejcclufive of what the Ftoprie- 
tors or Owners of the Loading frequently 
fuftain thereby : Whereas, were the Naviga- 
Xvm more open, free, and uninterrupted^ by 
proper Reguhtions ; and many of their Barges 
of a more moderate Size : Though the Owners 
of them did not carry fuch vaft Loadings as 
they now do, yet the more Frequency of their 
Voyages, and the fewer Hands they would 
then require in each Barge, would, I flxould 
apprehend, anfwer much more to their Ad-: 
vantages, than what it does in thofe long, 
tedious, dilitary Voyages they now generally, 
make : At leaft, this I am fure of, that fome 
fuch like Regulations would be of Service ta 
the Navigation, and of more Satisfadlion and 

Benefit 
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benefit to the ProprietOTs of the Loadings erf 
fuch Barges. 

I NOW come - to treat of the Fifbery of the 
River oi Thames 5 which, if not altogether of 
Tuch. great Confeqiience ^s tixt Navigaiionys 
to the Fublick in General, yet it is of no fmall 
Concern to this great Metropolis, its adjacent 
Inhabksuits^ and all others^ refiding either in 
li/KMifix^ Surryi Effex^ or Kenty and which 
briesout for i, more immediate Relief, as it is 
in tjie g^:^teft Danger of being entirely ruined^ 
without a timely and effed^ Interpofition of 
the J^giflative PoWer^ to curb and fupprcfs 
the deftruftive Praftices of fuch as delpife^ 
CCMitemn, and trample under Footj theprefent ; 
Authority of the City of London^ granted to 
her by Charter^ for the Confervation of the 
Thames z A Matter^ I fay, of fuch Moment, 
that fhould I be filent on the Occalion, I 
might well be deemed truly omiffive to my 
Duty, the Juftice I owe both to my Office, 
file Pubiick, and the chief Intention of this 
Treatife, which is not only to Ihew the Ufe- 
fulnefsy Beauty^ ^nd Benefit of this noble Ri- 
veTj hftjt, by what few Extrads I have had 
an Opportunity of making, to (hew how far 
the Authority and Power of the City oi London 
has ^attended, or does, or may extend, to- 
wards prcferving both its Navigation and Fijh-^ 
try, lb much wanting in die latter efpecially: 
And towards which, I ftiallalfo juft point out 
fome few of the Difadvantages that attend 
them, with fome few Preventatives : So that 
in Cafe the City of London Ihould not find* 
or think its prefcnt Authority fufficient for . 
the duiy cftabliihihg fuch Orders andKegula-^ 
C 2 tions 
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tions as may be thought neceffary for the real 
Recovering, Improving, and Preferving the 
Confcrvacy of the Thames j 6? r. they have fo 
teng enjoyed, they may be prompted to ap- 
ply to the LegiQative Power immediately; 
where, undoubtedly, they will readily meet 
with Redrefs, and a Confirmation of their 
Power, as it is a Matter of no Private or Par- 
, ty Concern,' but a Puhlick and General Good : 
For, furely, the Fijhery of Che River of 
Thames is fo greatly ufeful, fo greatly benefi- 
cial, as I have already obferved, to all ks ad- 
jacent Counties, as well as the Support o^fuch 
vaft Numbers of Fifhermen, as to render any . 
Arguments for preferving the Confervacy 
thereof needlefs : I, therefore^ fliall only ob- 
ierve with what Kinds of Fifh this River fur- 
nifheth us with, when its Confervacy is pre- 
ferved, and well executed. 

Though the infinite Variety of Fifh with 
which the Sea abounds for our Refrelhment 
and Delight, fcems a Prodigy ; yet thofe 
which this only River nourifties and fupports, 
are likewife almoft as Surprifmg, and cer- 
tainly muft be gratefully acknowledged ; if 
we do but confider what a great Variety of 
different Kinds it produces for our Ufe, ei- 
ther in its frefh or fait Waters : So good, fo 
wholfome, nourifhing, and (if there were 
once but proper Laws duly eltablifhed for 
their better Prefervation, I might then truly 
fay) fo numerous, that few Rivers, if any, 
in the World, can boafl of. 

How remarkably good is its Salmon ! what 
fine large Flounders^ Smelts^ Shads, Trout^ 
Graylin^ Percb^ Carp^ Tench ^ Barbel^ Chub^ 
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as J5^/, Lampreys J BleaK Ruffe^ &c. (too ma* 
ny to mention) are there caught above London^, 
Bridge ; nay, and oftentimes Sturgeon^ and 
that of a confiderable Size : And, withal, how 
many other Kinds of Salt-water Fifti, as Bafs^ 
Mullet J Tiirbets, Soles, Maids j Plaice^ Dabs^ 
Skates J thombacks, HalybutSy Pearl, Whitings 
Haddocks, &c. with feveral Sorts of Shell- 
fifh, as OyfierSj Mufcles^ Cockles, Buntins^ 
Crabs, Prawns, red and white Shrimps, Craw- - 
fifh, &c, are there to be caught below Bridge, 
even within the Jurifdiftion of the City of 
London. 

And, indeed, how greatly would all theft 
fever^ Kinds of Fifti abound •, how plentiful- 
ly, how well, and how cheap, would all our 
Markets, nay, all the adjoining Counties, be 
fupplied therewith, were their Spawn, Broody 
and Fry, but welj preferved ? For I may ven- 
ture to affirm, that there i$ no River in all 
Europe,^ that; is a better, or a more fpeedy 
Breeder, and Nourifher of its Filh (particu- 
larly the Flounder) than is the Thames : 

Which naturally kads me juft to point out 
fome few of the Caufis of fo great an Evil^ 
as the Dejruffion of the Fijhery of the River 
of Thames muft manifeftly be ; and then I 
fhall humbly fubmit my Sentiments, b Ref- ^ 
ped: to the Means of Reftoring, Amending, 
and Preferving the fame, to be improved by 
much more able and better Judges. 

As to the Caufes of this faid Deftruftion, 

they are quite too many, at prefent, to be 

particularly defcribed -, but in general, they 

are fuch as, pifiingat unlawful Times, Seafohs^ 
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and Manner -, ufing of udawful Nets and En^ 
gineSy and thereby deftroying the SpawH^ Br^d^ 
and Fry^ of Fifli in General. 

The firft and greateft of thefe Imquities 
that I here take Notice of, is the Taking of 
yifh in /pawning Ttme^ when they (at leaft 
moft Sorts) are fcabby^ tajklejs^ and uivwhoU 
fame ; and the Killing of one juft ready to 
Spawn, is deftroying of nfiany Tboufahds : But 
the -Drawing the Shores at fiKih Time* (but 
too much praftifed) and thereby Breaking and 
Difturbing the Spawn, before it is impregna- 
ted with Life, is the Deftruftion of NBllions. 
The next Evil I fhall mention is, that great 
Deftniftion that is, and has been (efpecially 
of late Years) made of the Brood and Fry of 
Fi(h ; and as a Convidlion of which, I need 
only refer the Reader to take a View, at any 
Time, of Billing/gate^ or any other Fi/^-Afor* 
iety or to obferve what^w/?// fized Fifli arc 
daily expofed for Sale there, or in the Streets ; 
how few large, fine, full-grown jfilh (and, 
indeed, how few in Number of any Size) will 
he there meet with •, and, withal^ how Very 
dear even thefe few, fuch even as they are in 
Comparifon to what Fifti ufed to be fold at not 
many Years paft ; and ^11 this is to be attribu- 
ted, not to the River, but to that great Har 
vock that is made of its Spawj^ Broody and 
Fry ; which wiU more plainly appear, if we 
examine into the State of this Ft/bery^ in the 
latter End of her late Majefty Queeh Anne\ 
and the Beginning of his late Majeity's King 
Ceorge'^ Rieigns, when the Company of F|^^- 
men were re-eftablilhed, and empowered to 
ipjake By-laws and Ordinances for their Rufe 
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and Gcyvemment in Fijbing^ &c. fo as to be * 
firft approved, altered, or amended, by the 
Lord Mayor, and Court of Aldermen : The 
which By-laws and Ordinances, were iTormed, 
6?r. accordingly, and, (6 far as they relate to 
the Prefervation of the Fi/hety^ are indifputa- 
bly very good and proper for that Purpoie -, 
and while they were in Force (which expired 
on the Biflblution of the faid Company, and . 
that they exerted themfelves in Deteftmg and 
Puni(hing the Aggreffors of them, then, as I 
have been infornaed by feveral old, ferious, 
credible Fiihermen) was evidently feen, how 
abundantly this River began to be filled, and 
our Markets fupplied with good and whol^ 
fome Filh, large and cheap : Then did they 
ail get a good and eafy Livelihood •, where- 
as, at prefent, much the greater Partt)f them, 
who are either confciencious, or afraid of of- 
fending, can fcarce get a bare Subfiftence for 
themfelves and Families •, while the other 
few (defperate, loofe, and lawlefs) revel with 
Impunity, on the real Deftruftion of die 
whole FiOiery. And unhappy was it (I am 
fure, for the Putdick, if not for themfelves) 
that their Company continued in Being fo few 
Years, owing, as I have been credibly told, 
to their own Divifions, partial Proceedings, 
and Connivances of each other, when in Of- 
fice, which is not altogether to be fovefy 
much wondered at, by thofe who are once 
acquainted with the Tempers, Education, 
and Difpofitions of the Generality of that Qafs 
of People. 

Now, as I have already hinted, all the 
Reafcm why this»River is not now fo plentifully . 
' C 4 ftored 



24 22« Cqnservacy e/ 

ftored with all its various Kinds of Fifh, viz. 
by its Spawn^ Broody and /ry, being fo 
greatly deftroyed, as- it formerly has been \ 
I Ihall, in the next Place^ confidcr of the 
Means of preventing thefeEviljs, the which will 
jointly explain many of its Caufes : And that* 
in ftiort, is for want of proper ImwSj Ordir 
nances and Regulations^ for the I'imeSj Sea- • 
fojts^ and Manner of FiJhingSj with what Sore. 
• and fized Nets and Engines ; the proper JJJize 
of each Kind of Fifi>y ihould be taken of, 
with reafonable Pains and Penalties for ofr 
fending herein, being duly eftablilhed and 
enforced; and all Offenders againft fuch 
Laws, fe?^^^ being more readily brought to 
Juftice, than they now arc, or can be, for 
fvch Tranfgreffions, an4 pynjftied apcordr 
ingly. 

Which brings me to another Reformation, 
that is as greatly wanting, and without which 
I am afraid, |Jie beft Regulations will prove 
but abortive ; and that is, the entire SupprefT 
iSon, or ftridly puniftiing of fuch Offenders, 
who (through Impunity) are now grown fo 
infolent and daring in pheir illegal F^ihings, 
as to put all LawSy ^1 Autborityy in open 
Contempt and Defiance, by not only deny- 
ing abfolutely to have their Nets examined, 
but likewife pofitively refufing to furrender 
them up, though ever fo illegal or unfize- 
able •, nay, frequently infulting, refilling, 
and alTaulting thofe Perfons, duly authorized 
for the fearching for, and feizing all fuch il- 
legal Nets and Engines, in the very execur 
pion of their Duty, to the intimidating and 
greatly Difcouraging of many Perfons, v^hp 
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nfcuM otherwife willingly and readily, exert 
dicnjfclves in the Prefervation of diis Fifheryt^ 
But if fuch Outr^es, fuch Contempts, and 
Infults, on the City's Authority, are per-- 
mittcd to go unpuniihed, it is not to be won- 
dered if that thorough Infpeftion ipto the 
Times fnd Manner of Fiihing, is not fo truly 
made as it ought to be, by fuch as are de- 
puted fo to do : If Danger is fufiered to at- 
tend the Execution of their Duty ; then weak, 
contemptible and imperfeft, nuift that Jiirif- 
dii^ion furely be, which has nothing but 
Force, or foperior Strength, to fupport it; 
which is frequently the Cafe now a-days, in 
attempting to take away the unlawful Nets, 
and En^nes; the which Outrages are not 
only an Indignity cm its Authority, but mu(b 
coiifequendy create fo much the greater Ex- 
pence in the Execution of it : Wherefore, as 
^ fuch Inivlts or Refiftances, are not Con- 
tempts and Violences on the Per/an that exe- 
cuteth the Truft, but on the Authority of 
thofe lyho duly depute and authorize him: 
And as in the Security, Safety and Regard, 
(hewn to fuch their Office, confifts the true 
Weljan and Prefervation of this Fijhery^ and, 
J might add, of the Jurifditlion itfelf, it would 
be furely quite needlefs to oflfer any farther 
Explanation or Arguments on this Account ; 
and, I doubt not, but that the Confideration 
rither of this, or any of the other Evils 
herein already mentioned, or any other Dif- 
^dvantages that do or may attend either the 
Navigation or Fijhery of this ufeful and noble 
Rivery as it always has, fo it undoubtedly 
ever will be, efteemed by the City of Lon- 
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dosT, 48 worthy of their fltifteft Attentkif^'' 
Care and Concern^ as of all other its antient 
and vaiuaUe PrivUedges, none of which (as 
has alreadybeenobferved) does it felf more 
Honour, or is of greater Confequcnce to the 
Publick, than is Ae Jurifdiffion and Conftr- 
t)^^ of the Riwr of l^bames % and accord* 
ingly not only the City Recordsy- but our Hi/- 
tcries do afford us many convincing Proofs 
of the City's Senfe and Care therecrf". 

And all thefe late Evils, thefe late Iniquities 
and Contempts, both againft the Fijhery and 
the Citfs Authority y were fo aj^arent to /w# 
worthy Citizens^ who have lately had the 
Honpurof laudably bearing the high Office 
of Chief Magiftrate of this great City, and 
careful! Conftroators of this ufcful River: 
That rcaimot, without great Injuftice to their 
• earneft Endeavours for the real Welfare 
thereof, forbisar here taking Noti4fe, however 
intruflve it maybe on their Modefty, that 
the * one fenfible of the Obfoletenefs, Inva-^ 
Mity, ted Inifufliciency of mod of the pre- 
fcnt Orders in regard to the Fifbery^ did his 
Endeavours to eftablifh feveral more proper 
Laws by Virtue of his thfen Office as Confer- 
vator thereof j but his Authority expired tee 
foon for the perfefting his fo great and be- 
neficial Intentions for the puWick Good. 

The other worthy Magiftrate f was re* 
tnarkably moft indefatigable in his eameft ]fen- 
deavours to deteA, reclaim and punilh Offen- 
ders •, for he held no left than Twenty feveral 
Courts of Cenfervacy during Ms own Mayor- 

* Sir Darnel LMmbiPi. . ^'f^ Sir Rol^t JFUlitMtt* - 
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a$ty, and had hdd federal more Coarts, hid he 
not found fo many DefeSs in the Regulations 
or Rules (now in uie) in relation to tbe. 
Fifiipys as to render his Endeavours abortive; 
wherefore he turned himfelf as induibioufly 
for thiK obtainii^ and fettling propirLdms^ 
with fujficimt Autb0'Uy for preienring the 
^ijhiry y in which his Inclinadon, and pubHck 
jgood Spirit and £ndeayours, have not been 
wanting. 

But as this great and neceffary Work is' 
dill left unfinilhed, and the Evil increafeth, 
let me, by ^ brief RecapitulMcn of the Pre-- 
mifes, excite the good and wife Magiftratet 
of this truly noble City to proceed ia the 
^me. , / 

Pirftj Conlider of what yaft Importance 
the Navigation and Fijhery of this River, is: 
as well to the PubUck in general, as the Qty 
of London^ and its adjacent Inhabitants in 
particular. 

2dly^ Confider the evident Decay there is' in 
the Fijhry^ efpcciaily of late Years, occa- 
floned through the Obfoletencfs and lnfufIi-> 
eicncy of the prefent Orders for prcferving 
the fame, and other Impediments. 

^dfyj Confider the impoffibility of pre« 
venting a Body of Men (efpecially fuch sm 
ungovernable one as are the generality of the 
Fijhermm) from deftroying the fame, except 
proper Rules, as to the Times^ Seafons and 
Manner di their Fijhings^ be firftduiy formed 
and eftablilhed; with reafonable Pains and 
Penalties annexed thereto-, except Offenders 
^e more readily brought to Juftice than what 

they 
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they now are; and except all Infults and Af* 
laults on the City's Authority, in examining 
and feeing a due Obfervance paid to fuch. 
Orders, be more ftridly prohibited and pu- 
niihed. 

4fbfy and Lajily^ Confider whether the 
Preservation of this noble River, is not of 
fuch general and great Confequence, as to 
truly merit a due Attention, Care and In-' 
fpeftion ; and, if the City of Londotij ftiould 
have the leaft Diffidence in regard to their own 
Authority, in duly eftablifhing all fuch faid 
Orders or Regulations, with reafonable Penal- 
ties ; whethci: they need doubt a ready Concur- 
rence, or Parliamentary Affiftance, in any 
Thing they fliall think neceflary to require 
for the ftrengthening fuch their Authority in 
perfefting fo good a Work, as is the Pre- 
fervation of this River, in which, as has been 
faid, the Publick's Welfare is fo much inter- 
woven ? 

^ I SHALL nowproceed to give you fome Ihort 
Account of the Eygbts^ or Aits^ that are on 
this River, between London Bridge and Stains 
Bridge ; all which are fo many little Iflands 
growing, as it were, out of it ; fome few of 
which are inhabited. The firft that I fhall 
take Notice of is, at 

I. C/f/5»^/Ci:, which indeed is but fmall, 
and is planted, as moft or all of them are, with 
Oziers, or Withies, of which not only Bas- 
kets, and other fuch Wicker Utenfils are made, 
but Wheels, and other Engines ufed by Fiftier- 

men 
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taien to catch Fifti. This Eygbt is fituated on 
the Surry Side the River. 

2, 3, The next are two, near to Old Brent- 
ford \ the one, which is. commonly called 
Brentford Eygbt j is a very pleafant Spot of 
Ground, on which is a Publick Houfe inha- 
bited by a Filherman, who, of late Years, has 
greatly improved this Spot, by making there- 
in feveral Filh Ponds, and other Ornaments, 
for the more agreeable Reception of thofe who 
ihall make ufe of his Houfe ; the other, which 
near adjoins to this, is planted vnxh Ozicrs. 
Thefe two Eygbts are fituated rather on the 
Middlefex Side the River, notwithftanding they 
are in the Parilh of King/ion^ in the County of 
^urry. 

4. The next Eygbt we come to is one at 
Jffkwortb or ^biftlewortb^ which is large, and 
iituated on the South or Surry Side of the Ri- 
ver. 

5, 6. There are two at Ricbmondy on the 
oppofite Side the River. 

7. There is another near Peterfham RootSy 
a noted Place for Roacbj Dace^ and other fmall 
Fifli, coming in Spawning Time to Hilly as 
it is called, otherwise laying their Spawn 
there in great Quantities, being a Ihallow, 
gravelly Place, with a fwift Current, and in 
which, and in feveral other fuch like Places of 
the River, as 

BRENTFORD Gull, &c. 

Infinite Quantities of thefe Filh arede- 
ftroyed at fuch Times by illegal Methods, to 
the evident and vaft Deftruftion of this 
Filhery. 

8. nriCKENHAM Eygbt, though on the 

Surry 
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Surry Sid« of the River, is the next, on whicli 
isaHoufei caAcdtht Eel PyeHoufci formerly 
very eminent for the Entertainment of thofe 
Vho took Parties of Pieafure up and down the 
River. 

o, lo. Here are two more EyghtSj the one 
juft above the Houfe of the celebrated, the 
late IVfr. Pppe^ the Poet^ at Twickenham, both 
On the Middlefex or North Side of the River. 

II, 12. There are alfo two more Eygbii 
not far above thefe^ near Teddington^ z. Village 
on the lame Side of the River. 

15, 14. The next are two Eyghts^ a little 
on this Side Kingjim Bridge, on the Surry Sid/t 
of the River; 

15, 16. There ate alfo two Eyghts^ the one 
juft above this Bridge, and the odicr at the 
uppCT End of the Town, but both on thcMiif- 
dlejfeic Side the River. 

1 7, 1 8 . Th e next are two large Eyghts hear 
to Thames Dittofty on the Surry Side. 

19, 20. The next are two largej^^*^5 ad- 
joining to each other on ^Middlefex Side the 
River, juft above Hampton Court. And 

21, 22, 23. A little Mile above thefe are 
three more ; one oppofite to Hamption Town 
Church, which is a lai^e one 5 another very 
large one juft above the Town ; and another 
fmall one near this : All three on the Surry 
Side of the River. 

24, 25, 26, 27. There are four more near 
to Suftdbury Town, all on the fame Side the 
River ; the one but fmall, at the lower End 
of the Town; a large one near the Middle, 
and two others at the upper End of the 
Town. 

Therb 
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.' Th£rb are iikewife upwards c^TW;firjr mere 
EygJbts ivithifi the Jurifdididn, which to be 
panatndar in defcribing, vrould letigdien thk 
beyond itB intended Cbmpafs ; fo &aU add n<> 
more in relation thereto, than that Several of 
them ane pretty ^g^ ^^id probably may bi 
inhabited, bdng premly fituated, and are or*^ 
Dtaientd aa well as uieful in choking or (top* 
ping the Currency ©f the Ri^r from running 
too immediately off; but then great Care 
ought to be taken, that they are not encreafed, 
the whidi, in federal of them, might be of 
thegreateft Detriment to die Navigdtiony and 
dcfenrcs the ftrifteft Care and Attention of the 
C^xfirvacy^ and its Courts. 

IsHALL now condude myDefcription of the 
Tli&smfif, with a particular Account of the 
Towns, Villages, (Sc. fituated on the Banks 
thereof, fo far as they are within the Jorif- 
dsftion of the Lord Mayor of the City of 
London : Becaufe by that means the Readef 
will be informed not only of the great Ufeiul- 
nefi of this River, to its populous Neighbour- 
hood, which trade with all the World ; and 
of the Neoeffity to preferve the Navigation 
and Fifi^ety thereof, but alfo he may probably 
learA, wheiie great Numbers of thctfe defpe- 
rate and mifchievous People inhabk, who lire 
i^pon the Dcflarudioa oi the young Fry. I 
begin with 

I. TiRi Market Town of Staines^ in the 
CoMVit^f oi MiddlefeXj which is pleafantly Situ- 
ated by the J'i6w«iRf, over'wiiich is a wooden 
Bridge, which leads to* EJh&r m Surry ^ and is 
Abe Wg^. Road from London to the weftern 
" Parts 
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Parts of England. A little above this ToWni 
in a Field near the Thames Side, b fixed a 
Stone, with the Arms, (^c* of the Chy of 
London engraved thereon, known by the 
Name of the Gty ofluondon Mark^ftane^ which 
terminates the Bounds weftward of the Jurif- 
di&ion of the Lord Mayor of London on the 
River of Thames ; and on which is infcribed, 
though almoft defaced^ God preferve the City 
I?/ London. A. Di 1285. ^^ from which 
Stone, a late Author fays, the Town takes 
its Name, Stana^ which, in the Saxon Lan- 
gus^e, iignifies a Stone. 

2. LALEHAM, on the MddlefexSxAt of 
the River, is a Place of but little Account^ 
chiefly inhabited by Fifhermen ; who, would 
they but abftain as much from Fifliing illegal- 
ly amongfl: themfelves, as they feem willing 
to prevent Foreigners coming up hereabouts 
to do fo, there would certainly be a much 
greater Quantity of, and better Filh, than 
what there is in thefe Parts at prefent. 

3. CHERTS ET^ on the Surry Shore, 
fome Diilance from the River, is a good Mar- 
ket-Town, and famous for its Retirements 
The River, near this Place, has a wooden 
Bridge. On the fame Shore, a little below, is 
the Town of 

4. JVETBRIDGEj a pleafant Town, 
weU inhabited, and not only adorned with the 
Seats of the Earls of Lincoln and Portmore^ 
but with the Ruins of a Royal Palace, called 
Oatlands. 

5. SHEPPERTON is a Place of no 
great Account, imlcfs for being much fre- 
quented 
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quented in the Summer Seafon, by thofe who 
are Lovers of Angling. 

6. fT ALSTON is a pretty large Town, 
and well inhabited with feverai very fine Seati 
in and adjoining thereto. 

7. SUNDBURT has not much to boaft 
of, uniefs feverai good Houfes^ and being fi- 
tuated by the Side of fo delightful a River. 

8. HAMPTON Town has feverai very 
good Houfes^ a Free-fchool, and a Ferry to 
Moulfy Heuthi or Hurft^ famous for Cricket- 
Matches, it being a beautiful, extenfive, flat, 
and level Piece of Ground, or Common. 

9. HAMPTON Cc«art, a magnificent 
Strufture, and now a Royal Palace, firft built 
by Cardinal JVoolfey^ in the Reign of Henry 
VIII: It has been greatly enlarged and beau- 
tified by King William III. who delighted 
much in its Situation. Its new Buildings and 
Gardens are truly magnificent, and the Ave- 
nues leading to it are very ftately. It has two 
Parks adjoining •, and among the rich Furni- 
ture within,' are fome of the- fineft Piftures 
in Europe^ as the Cartoons of Raphel Urben, 
fcfr. which Cartoons were purdhafed by King 
James I. At what Price is uncertain; for a 
mod extravagant Rate hath been fet on them, 
as they are, indeed,- invaluable. This Village 
is much improved by its Palace, there being 
feverai Inns near it, for the Accommodation 
of Strangers, as well as thofe who follow the 
Court. Nearer London^ 

10. THAMES DirrON, is ontht Surry 
Side ;> a Yillage of very little Account. Alfo 
a Village called Molefey. 

D %i. KING^. 
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ii^ KINGSTON in Surry, is joined to 
Kingfion-lVick 'm Mddle/eXy by a wooden 
Bridge. This Town was originally called 
Moreford'9 but afterwards Kingjion^ for being 
the Place where Athelfian^ Etbelbirty and £^- 
winy ^cTt crowned Kings, and received their 
imperial Sceptres, fitting in a Chair, upoff a 
Stage in the open Market-Place. At prefent 
it is a large and well inhabited Corporation, 
governed by Bailiffe, fc?r. enjoying large Im- 
munities^ and.diilinguifhed, by its Appoint- 
ment, for one of the Places where the Affizes^ 
of the County fhall be kept, and where the 
Juftices keep one of their quarterly SeflionS. 
Its. Market is much frequented by Meatmen 
and Higlers, who refort thither to buy up the 
great Quantities of all Sorts of Grain, Poultry, 
and other Provifions, brought thither every 
Saturday y by the Conveniency of their wooden 
Bridge. The next Place, nearer London^ is 
the fmall Town of ' 

12. TEDDINTONy formerly called 
Tide-Ending'Town ; becaufe, before the Build^ 
ing oi London-Bridge^ the Tide always flowed 
up thither, as the Spring-tides ftill are obferv- 
ed to do. 

13. On the oppofite Shore in Mtddlefex^ 
ftands the handfome Town of TfFICKEN- 
HAM ; which, befidcs other Perfons of Qua- 
lity and Fafhion, has of late Years been di- 
Jlinguifhed with the Seats of the Earls of Brad- 
fordy Straffordy of the Counteffes of Suffolk^ 
ff^ejimorlandy and FerrerSy and with the Re- 
tirements of Mr. Secretary Johnfon^ and Mr. 
PopCy the Poet, and others, 

14. Just 
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: 14. Just adjoining to Ham Houfe^ the 
fine Seat of the Earl of Byfert^ on the Surry 
Shore, is the pretty Village of PMTER- 
&HJA£j well adorned with Noblemen and 
Gendemens Houfes. 

15. RICHMOND is the next in Courfe 
on the Surry Shore. It is a pretty large Town, 
and very agreeable in the Summer/ Here is 
a Royal Seat, and the Remains of that Palace, 
wherein King Henry VIII. and his Daughter, 
Queen' Etizabeihy ended their Days; now 
• parcelled out into Tenements. Here is alfo a 
fine Paric, encompaffed with a Wall, at leaft 
fix Miles about, and was a Part of her late 
Majefty Queen Caroline's Dowry. And her 
iaid Majefty took fo much Pleafure in this 
Spot of Ground, that fhe built herfelf an Her- 
mitage or Grotto therein, ioc her own Re- 
tirement, and enriched it with a handfome 
Library, and adorned it with the Buftos of 
thofe four great Englijh Philofophers, Sir Ifaac 
Newton^ Dr. Samuel tlark^ Mr. John Locky 
and Mr. IVollafton^ the Author of the Religi- 
on of Nature delineated. 

i6\ ISLEfFORTHy commonly called 
Thijileworth^ in Mddlefex^ is a large Town, 
containing many well buift Houfes, and Coun- 
try Seats of the Nobility and Gentry. 

17. KEJF'GREEN, on the 5/^rp^ Shore, 
is.at prefent, much frequented by his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of JVales^ who has a fine 
Palace there. Croffing to the oppofite Shore, 
you fee, before you enter Brentford^ a fine old 
Houfe near to the Thames^ called 

18. S ION-HOUSE^ which had its Name 
from the Holy Mounts fo called, when it was 

Da a Nun-* 
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a Nunnery, founded by King Henry V. bur 
afterwards, on the' Diffolution of the Mona- 
ftries, given by King Henry VIII. to the Earls 
of Northumberland^ and is now the Eftate of 
his Grace the Duke of Sommerfety who marri- 
ed the Heirefs of that truly noble Family. - It 
was for fome Time the Refidence of the Prin- 
^ ces Anne of Denmark^ afterwards Queen Anne^ 
while Ihe was out of Favour with King Wil- 
liam III. the Duke of Smmerfet having made 
her a Compliment of it. PaiSing from thence, 
you immediately come to 

19. BRENTFORD, the Old and New, 
which is. a confiderable Market-Town, and 
through which is the great Road to the fFe^^ 
and lying fo near London, has a confiderable 
Trade, efpecially for Corn, both by Land and 
Water Carriage, 

20. As foon as you leave Brentford, you 
enter a Number of Houfes near the Thames, 
called, STRJND'ON-THE^GREEN, 
where many Merchants and Gentlemen have 
their Houfes •, but is chiefly inhabited by Fifher- 
men ; and who have long been, and now are, 
more remarkable, than at any other Place, in 
their illegal Fifhings, £5?^. 

2T. MORTLaKE, m Surry, is a long 
Town, clofe to the River, containing many 
good Buildings, well inhabited by Gentlemen 
and Merchants. 

22, CHISIFICK lies a little lower, on the 
fame Shore, and is remarkable for feveral good 
Buildings, for the Seat and Gardehs of Rich- 
ard Earl of Burlington, a, Nobleman much and 
juftly difttnguijhed for his fine Tafte in the po- 
lite Arts, but particularly in ArchiteSlure, of 

his 
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his great Skill in which, he has given many 
grand Specimens. 

23. HAMMERSMirn, about a Mik 
further, is a good Village, and well inhabited ; 
but particularly, remarkable for a Nunnery of • 
Englijh Roman-Catholick Ladies, which goes 
under the Name of a Boarding-School : By 
which Means, this Village is noted for Inha- 
bitants of that Religion. 

24. BARNES is a fmall Village of little 
Note. 

25. BARN-ELMS. 

26. FULHAM is the next Town on the 
Msddlefex Shore, which contains many good 
Houfes ; and on the Weft, is bounded with a 
good old Palace, belonging to the Bilhops of 
London, and, on the Eaft, by Parfons Greeny 
where are feveral very good Buildings, parti- 
cularly the Earl of Peterboroughs, which is re- 
markable for its fine Gardens, and the Tulip- 
Tree therein. Fulham is joined to Putney on 
the Surry Shore by a wooden Bridge over the 
Thames, which was begun to be built by pri- 
vate Subfcriptions. It was finilhed in the 
Year 1729. and the Pontage or Toll paid for 
Crofling this Bridge, fettled on the Subfcri- 
bers by Aft of Parliament f , anfwers fo well, 
that they divide yearly, atleaft, g per Cent, ix^ 
it is commonly afferted. 

27. PUT NET, on the Surry Side, con- 
tains many good Houfes -, but though fome 
are larger, I may fay few, in any Place, are to 
be compared to the well fituated, neat, regu- 
lar, and convenient Seat, lately built on the 
Brow of the Hill, and the Eaft Side of this 

f Sec 13 George I. Cap. 36. 

D 3 Town, 
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Town, hy ^ercivalXjewis J lS£c[}, About a Mile 
nearer London^ on the fame Side the Rivcr^ 
is the Town of 

28. WANDSWORTH, where is carried 
on a great Trade in the Dying Bufinefe ; but it 
is chiefly inhabited by Fifliermen. And about 
a Mile and Half eaftward, on the fame Shore» 
is the pretty little Tov^n of 

29. B ATT ERSE A, where is the Seat of 
the Right Honourable Lord Vifcouat St. 
John QiBatterfeu}, but it is principally inha- 
bited by Gardeners, who contribute much to 
the Supplying of the Markets in London and 
Wefiminfter, with Garden-Stuff of all Sorts, 
and once very remarkable for Efparagus. And 
almofl: oppofite, on the Mi0efex ^ore, be- 
gins the long Town of 

30. CHELSEA, where afe ma^iy good 
Buildings 5 but they are chiefly occupied by 
Boarding-Schools, or Lodgers. Here is alfo 
a good old Pakce belonging to the Bilhops 
of Winchefter, another belon^ng to the Duk» 
of Beauford, another to the Duke of Ancafier, 
and a fourth, formerly the Seat of the Earl of 
Ranelegb, but now converted into a Rendez- 
yous for the Mufical and the Gay ; a fpkn- 
did Amphitheatre biiilt in the Gardens, in the 
Form of the famous Rotunda, once the fan- 
theon at Rome, where Conferts of Vocal and 
inftrumental Mufick are performed, almofl: 
every Night in the Summer Seafon. But what 
graceth this Village moft of all, is that royal 
Foundation for fick, wounded, decayed, or 
fuperannuated Soldiers, commonly called Cbel- 
fea-^CoUege, built in the jR,oom of a GoUege, 
which was defigned by King James I. for Stu- 
dents 
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dents in Divinity, who were to make it their 
whole Bufinefs to oppofe the Church olRome^ 
incorporating it by the Name of King Jumes 
the Firfi'% College, he laying the firft Stone 
of the Building himfelf j yet, after the Ex-^ 
pence of 3000 /. and not an eighth Part of 
the Building iiniihed, or more advanced 
than the outward Shell, it lay negleded till 
King Charles the Second's Reign, who began 
the prefent Royal Hofpital, which was conti- 
/lued by King James tb/s Second^ and finifhed 
by King William and Queen Mary^ and is one 
of the beft Foundations of its Kind in the 
World. The Architect of this noble Struc- 
ture, was Sir Chrijiopher Wren. 

31. From Chelfea to JVeJiminftery is almoft 
A continued Garden ; in the midft whereof is 
a Knot of Buildings, called the NEAT- 
HOUSES^ chiefly inhabited by Gardeners, 
who fupply a great Part of the City with the 
Produd of the Kitchen-Garden, On the op- 
pofite Shore is 

32. VAUXHALLy noted for its Gardens, 
and Refort of People of Pleafure in the Sum- 
mer Seafon, to hear the mufical Entertain- 
ment ; which, after the Italian Manner, is 

.there performed every Evening in the open 
Air, during the Summer Seafon. The Neigh- 
bourhood of this Place of Pleafure, is very 
poor, and chiefly inhabited by Watermen, 
fc?r. A little to the Eaft is another Village, 
called 

33. LAMBETHj which, excepting the 
Archbifliop's Palacfe, and fome few other 
Gentjfjnens Houfes, is wholly inhabited by 
Watermen, (^c. 

D 4 34. WEST- 
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^^. fFESTMIl^STER-BRIDGE^ftorn 
Wooljiaple^ near the 'New-Palace-Tard^ over 
the Thames to Standgate^ on the oppofi^te Shore, 
which has been Building ever fince June 1738, 
by Vertue of an Ad of Parliament paffed iri 
1736, is now near finifhed -, as it is intended 
to be a free Bridge, the Expence of it has 
been defrayed by feveral Lotteries, cnafted 
for that Eiirpofe by Parliament. It is, and 
will be, as handfome and compleat a Piece of 
Architedure, as any of its Kind in , all Eu- 
rope^ if not the beft ; it confifts of J3 Arches. 

25. ff^ESTMINSTER. 

36. LONDON. 

37. SpUrHfVARK. 

Here having arrived at W^ejiminftery and 
London^ you fee many noble and ftately E- 
difices, erected near to the Thames Sde j as 
likewife in the Borough of Southwark-j all 
which I wont pretend to defcribe in this Ihort 
Narrative, but proceed to 

3S. LONDON-BRIDGE, which may 
properly be called a Village on, or acrofs the 
River of Thames •, its Number of Houfes and 
Trade far exceeding many Corporations in 
England, 

39. Passing through Bridge, the firft 
Place after you have pajQTed Southwark, is 
called ROTHERHITH, or REDRIFF, 
contiguous to Southwark ; and though neither 
Incorporated, nor a Market Town, yet is 
very populous, and chiefly inhabited by fuch, 
who have their Dependance on the Navigati- 
on of the River. 

40. The fame is exaftly true of St. CA- 
THARINES, WAPPING,^ SHAD- 
WELL^ 
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}FELL znd LIMEHOUSE, on the oppp- 
fite or Middle f ex Shore, 

41. From Redriff ycm come prefently to 
DEPTFORD. ThisTown is divided into the 
Upper and Lower Town, has two Churches, 
and divides the County of Surry from Kent : 
The Two Parts together make it very large ^ 
but the upper Part is left inhabited ; and there ' 
alfo is his Majeftics Dock and Naval Store- 
houfes for building and eguipping Ships for 
the Royal Navy. Here alfo is another Yard 
for building Merchant Ships ; and good an- 
choring for Ships of the greateft Burthen, 
who may ride off here without Danger in the 
greateft Storm. Here is alfo a Wejt Dock of 
two Acres for Ships ; and another of an Acre 
and an half for Mafts ; befides additional 
Store-houfes, Dwelling- houfes. Launches, fcfc. 
and above 2000 Workmen, are here con- 
ftantly employed. The little Ship, in which 
Sir Francis Dra^e failed round the World, was, 
by Queen £//ztf^(?/^'s Order, J D. 1580, laid 
in a Dock here, for a Monument. Below 
Deptford is the pleafant Town of 
- 42. G REE Nff^ICHy in former Days - 
for a Royal Palace, built by Humphrey Duke 
of Gloucefter^ enlarged by King Henry the 
Seventh^ and with which Place, his Son, King 
Henry the Eighth^ was fo delighted, that the 
Palace was honoured with the Births of the 
Princeffes Mary and Elizabeth^ afterwards 
fucceffively Queens of England. And here 
died that pious, young Prince, King Edward - 
the Sixth : But the Palace was afterwards fo 
much negledled, that King Charles the Second 
pulled it down (after having enlarged the 

Park, 
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Parky walled it about, and planted it afteir-. 
the Defigns of the famous Gardiner LeNcbre) 
wd began a new Palace here, of which he 
lived to fee the firft Wing magnificently 
finilhed : But 'Kin^fTilliam the Third granted 
it in 1694, to be converted into a Royal 
. Hofpital, for fuch Perfons, who, by Age, 
Wounds* or other Accidents, were dij&bkd 
from fuaiher Service hv Sea, and not in a 
Condition to maintain themielves ; as alio for 
the Widows and Children of fuch difabled 
Seamen^ and others, that happened to be flaia 
or drowned in the King's Service. For which 
Purpofe, his Majefty did not only grant nine 
Acres of Ground with the faid Royal Palacei 
but fettled 2000 /• per Annum^ payable out of 
the Exchequer for ever, towards the Re-edi- 
fying, perfecting and endowing of the faid 
Ho^ital, at a Time when he was engaged in 
^ an expenfive War with France^ relying for 
the reft upon the voluntary Affiftance, and 
Contributions of his well difpofed Subjcdls, 
This great Foundation afterwards met with 
fome Interruptions ; but now, at laft, it is very 
near completed, and is the fineft Strufture of 
.that Kind m Europe. On the Top of the HiU, 
in the Park adjoining to the Hofpital, King 
Charles the Second erefted a Royal Obferva- 
tory, and furniftied it with all Sorts of Ma- 
thematical Inftruments for 4ft^onomcal Ob- 
fervations, and a deep dry Well, for obfer- 
ving the Stars in the Day-time •, for which 
Purpofe it was lately inhabited by thofe cele- 
brated Aftronomers Dr. Flamfiead and Dr. 
Edmond Halley. The River Thames here '%& 
very broad, the Channel deep, and the Water, 

at 
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-jBt fomc very hi^h Spring Tides, is Sjdt, but 
in ordinary Tides, fweet and frelh. 

43. Opposite to Greenwich^ is a Neck xS 
liand or Pmnfuh, between JJmehufe and 
Blackwattj remarkable fpr its Number of 
Windmills on the Shore, and its rich Pafture 
nmfain 'the Marflies \ and it is called die 
Jflei^f DogSj as is reported, from a Water- 
inan's mwthering a Man in this Place^ who 
had a Dog with him^ which would not leave 
iiis dead Mafter, till Hunger conftrained him 
to fwim over to Greempicb ; which being fre- 
quently repeated, was obferved by the Water- 
men plying there ; who, following the Dog,^ 
by that Means difcovered the Body of the 
murthered Man. Soon after, the Dog re- 
turning on his accuftomcd Errand to Green- 
wich^ fixarled at a Waterman, who fat there, 
and would not be beaten off, which encou- 
raged the By-ftanders, who knew of the 
Murder, to apprehend him, who thereupon 
confefied the Faft, and, after due Profecution 
at Law, was hanged on this Spot. 

44. BLJCKfFALl^ on the MMefex 
Shore, is the next Place of Note; where there 
.is a very fpacious and fafe Wet and Dry Dock 
for building, rigging, and laying up of 
Ships, frequently made ufe oflF by the Go- 
vernment; and particularly noted for the 
many and good Ships biuk and launched 
there for the Scfrvice of the Eaft India Com- 
pany. From this Town you arrive at 

45. WOOLWICH, on the Kenfijh Shore, 
and fituated on the ftbames Side, where there are 
fcveral very fine Yards, Docks, and other Build- 
ings, encompaffed with a high Wall, fpacious 

and 
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^and very convenient, and fo prodigioufly full of 
all Sorts of Stores of Timber, Phnk, Mafts^ 
Pitch, Tar, and other Naval Provifions, as can 
hardly be numbered: Befides the Building 
Yard, here is a large Rope Walk, where the 
biggeft Cables are made for Men of War ; 
and on the Eaft, or lower Part of the Town, 
is the Gun- Yard, commonly called the Parky 
or the Gun-Parky where there is a prodi- 
gious Quantity of Cannon of all Sorts, for 
the Ships of War, every Ships Guns apart, 
heavy Cannon for Batteries, and Mortars of 
all Sorts and Sizes ; infomuch that there have 
been laid up at one Time, between 7 and 8000 
Pieces of Ordinance, befides Mortars and 
Shells, almofl: beyond Number. Here is alfo 
the Houfe, where the Firemen and Engineers 
prepare their Fire-works, Charge Bombs, Car- 
caffes and Granadoes, for the publick Service. 
A Guardlhip ufually rides here, efpecially 
in the Time of War. The Town of late 
Years is much enlarged and alfo beautified ; 
feveral fine Docks, Rope Yards and capa- 
cious Magazines added ; and the Royal Foun- 
dery for Cannon repaired and improved. 
The "Thames here is of a much greater Depth 
of Water, and a freer Channel than at Dtpt- 
fordy and near a Mile over at high Water, 
which is fait upon the Flood •, and as the 
Channel lies ftrait Eaft and Weft for about 3 
Miles, the Tide runs very ftrong, and the 
River is entirely free from Shoals and Sands, 
and has feven or eight Fathom of Water •, 
fo that the biggeft Ships may ride here with 
Safety, even at low Water. Oppofite to ,this 
Town is 

HAM- 
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HAM-CREEK on the Ejfex Shore. 
And 

BARKIN'CREEK, where ufually ride 
the Smacks of feveral Fifhermen, who from 
thence fend their Fi(h in fm^U Boats to Billinf- 
gale Market. Thefe Fifhing Smacks are very 
ufeful Veffels to the Publick upon many Oc- 
cafions \ as particularly in Time of War, 
they may be ufed as Prefs Smacks, running 
to all the Northern or Weftem Coafts, to 
pick up Seamen to man the Navy, when an 
Expedition is at hand, that requires a fudden 
Equipment, or may ferve as Tenders to par- 
ticular Men of War, being excellent Sailors j 
and have been madcufe of as Machines to blow 
up fortified Ports, formerly at St. Malo^ and 
other Places. 

This Credk is navigable up to the Town of 
Barking or Btrkingeh^ which is. a fmall Market 
Town, and but a little higher, and has the Ri- 
ver Robbin on the Weft. To this Place mi- 
Ham the Conqueror, fome fhort Time after 
his Coronation, retired, till he had erected 
ftrong Holds in the City of London, to check 
the Inftability and Power of that People ; and 
hither it was, that the two great Earls, Edwin 
of Mercia, and Morcer of Northumberland^ 
came and fwore Fealty to him. 

The next remarkable Place on the fame 
Shore, is that where the famous Breach 
(called DAGGENHAM BREACH) was 
that laid near 5000 Acres of Land under 
Water ; but which after Ten Years Inunda- 
tions, and the Works being feveral Times 
blown up, was at laft efFe&ually ftopped by 

Captain 
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Gaptain Pwy, who forfevcral Years had beem 
employed by Peter the Greaty Emperor of 
Ruffiuy in his Works at VeronezCy on the River 
Ban. 

RArNHAM CREEKj is lifcewifc on 
tlie fame ShcMre ; near adjoining to which is the 
Ferry fo called, which is the ufiial Landing. 
Place for Paflcngers and Goods fent to Raj^z 
bam Town, a little farther up Land. 

ERITH, a fmall Town on the Kenti/b 
Shore, is remarkable for little elfe but Snuig* 
' gling. 

PURFLEETy on the Effex Shore, is 
where the Rivulet Stiffcrd^ or Fkte^ falls into 
the Thames. It is faid, that Queen Elizabeth 
viewing her Fleet here, far unequal in Strength 
^*^ to the Spanijh Armado, cryed out^ Alas^ my 
par Fleet ! which gave Name to the Place^ 
as fome pretend. 

DARTFORD CREEK, on the KentijB 
Share, which is navigable up to the Town 
of Dartford or Darentford, an handfome large 
Market Town, which lies near the Mouth of 
the River Derwent, which empties itfelf into 
the Thames -, on this River was built the firft 
Paper Mil in England, by Sir John Spillman, 
in the Reign of King Charles I, who granted 
him a Patent, with a Salary of Two-hundred 
Pounds, per Annum, for his Encouragement : 
Between Bartford and the Thames, the Ber- 
went receives the little River Crouch. 
. GREE N HIT HE on the fame Shore, is 
now a fmair Village of little Account, Mr. 
Lamhard fays, it was here that Swane, King 
of Benmark, landed and encamped himfelf, 
but there appearing no Remains of any fuch 

For-* 
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Fortifications thereabouts, Mt any Tradidon 
of it in our Hiftorians or Geographers^ it is 
moft probable, nay almofl cert^n, that tho* 
Swam might Land here, he ereded his Camp 
at Swanscombe^ a Town lying a little higher 
up in the Country, honourable among the 
KctUifo Men, being the Place where they ob-* 
tallied of William the Conqueror^ the continue 
ance of their Priviledges and Franchifes. 

WES'P THURROCK lies on the EJfix 
Shore ; the Parifh Church of which fluids . 
near the Thames ^ and not far fipom 

GRETS^ on the fame Side the River, 
which is called by fome burrock Magnay or 
great Thurrockj from which Town are week- 
ly fent to London great Numbers of Calves, 
and Poultry, particularly on its Market Day, 
which is Day. 

NORFLEETy on the Kentijk Shotc, is 
remarkable for little more, than that there is 
great. Numbers of Hoys, and other Veffcls 
conftantly employed in carrying of Chalk 
Stones to the Limeburners in or near London^ 
from the Chalk-Fits that adjoin to //, and 
Greenhitbe. 

GRAVESEND, lying on the North 
Side of Kent J on the River Thames^ is an in- 
corporated Town, hath two plentiful Markets 
on iVednefdays and Saturdays^ with one like* 
wife for Fifli on Sunday Mornings. This 
Town is now new boilt, having, in Attguft 
1727, been almoit all of it burnt down, with 
the Church ; but now makes a much better 
Appearance, frorp the Calamity it then un- 
derwent, 

. . ^ It 
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If is hardly credible what Numbers of Peo^' 
pie pafs here every Tide, as well by Night,' 
as by Day, between this,2lwe;» and London^ 
almoft all the People of Eaft-lKjmt^ when they 
go for LpndoHj travel no farther by Land 
than this Town, and then go to London in 
the Tilt'Boafj the Paflage in which, to and 
fro, is now made much more commodious 
and fafe for Paffengers than before, by an 
Aft of Parliament*, paffed in 1736-7, for 
regulating the Company of Watermen, fc?r. 
between Grave/end and fVindfor -, and here is 
an handfom.e Turret erefted, with a Bell, in 
perfuance of this faid Aft; to give the Wa- 
ternien Notice, to put off at every firft of 
Flood for London^ &c. 

ANOTHER Thing in this Town Worth our 
Notice is, that all Ships which go to Sea, 
from London^ take, as it is faid, their Depar- 
ture from hence ; for here all outward bound 
Ships muft ftop, come to Anchor, and fuffer 
what they call another Clearing •, and here a 
Searcher of the Cuftoms comes on Boards 
looks over all the Cockets, or Entries of the 
Cargo, and may, if he pleafes, rummage the 
whole Lading, to fee if there are any more 
Goods than are entered, which however they 
feldom do, for which Purpofe, all outward 
bound Ships, as has been faid, muft bring to, 
which if they do not, one of the Centinels 
(which are always pofted at the Blockhouie 
erefted here, with feveral Pieces of Cannon 
on a Platform) fires his Mufket, and if the 
Pilot paffes the Blockhoufej without bringing 

* to Geo. II. Cap. ii. 

hi$ 
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his Ship t9^ the Centinel fires again, and if the 
Ship drives on^ he fires a third Time ; and if 
the Pilot ftill perfifts in' Sailing, or does not let 
go his Anchorsi, the Gunner of this Fort or 
Blockifoufey fires a Piece of Cannon, though 
without BalJi arid if not complied with, then 
with a Ball ; and this Shot is the Signal- to the 
Fortrefs of TilkHryj on the oppofite Side the 
RiveTi which itiimediately lets fly at the Shiji 
from the Guns dn the Eaft Baftion, and after^ 
i¥ards from all the Guh^ they can bHng to bear 
iipon her^ which is very dangerous indeed to 
&ny Ship to run the Rifque of, becaufe the 
Shot will reach her^ all the Way to the Hopei 
and round the Hope-Point ; alinoll to Hole^ 
Haven^ though it is faid it has been done 
twice. As for Ships coming in; they all go 
by here without any Notice taken of them, 
iinlefs it be to put Waiters on board- Direftly 
oppofite to this Town b, 

riLBVRt FORT, or PTeJi rUhry^ on 
the EJfex Shore, and oppofite to the Blockhoufe 
at Gravefendy arid may be looked upon as the 
Key to the City of London. It is a regular For- 
tification ; the Defign of it was a Pentagon^ 
but the Water Baftion, as it would have been 
called, was never built : The Plan was laid 
out by Sir Martin Beckman^ chief Engineer td 
King Charles the Second^ who likewife defigned 
the Works at Sheernefs. 

The Efplanade of the Fort is very large, 
^d the Baftiohs are the largeft of any in Eng- 
land. The Foundation is laid on Piles, driven 
down, two at an End of one another, fo far, till 
they were aflured that they were below the * 
Channel of the River, and that the Piks, which 
E v^'ere 
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were pointed with Iron, entered into the IbliA 
. Chalk Rock, adjoining to the Chalk Hills on 
the c^er Side. 

Thb Works to the Land Side are compleat s 
the Baftions are faced with Brick -, there is a 
jiouble Ditch or Moat, the inncrmoft of which 
is 1 80 Feet broad ; a good Counterfcarp and 
a Covered Way, marked out with Ravdines 
and Tenailles ; but they have not been com* 
pleated : There is alfo, on the Land-fide fe- 
veral fmall Redoubts of Brick; but the chief 
Strength of this Fort, on the Land-fide, con- 
fifts in being able to lay the whole Level un- 
der Water, and fo to make it impoflible for 
an Enemy to carry on an Approach that Way. 

On the Side next the River is a very ftrong 
Curtain^ with a fine Gate called the ff^ater 
Gatey in the Middle, and the Ditch is palli- 
fadoed, at the Place the ff^ater Bajiion was 
defigned to be built, and which, by the Plan, 
Ihould run out wholly into the River, fo to 
flank the two Curtains : On each Side ftands 
an high Tower, which is faid to be built in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, and was called the 
Block'boufe 5 the Side next the Water is va-- 
cant. 

Before this Curtain, above and below the* 
faid Vacancy, is a Platform^ in the Place of a 
Counterfcarp^ on which are planted 106 Cannon, 
generally carrying from 24 tp 46 Pound Ball % 
a Battery as terrible as important to the Place : 
Befides which, there are fmaller Pieces plant- 
ed between, and the Baftions and Curtain alfo 
are planted with Guns ; fo that they muft be 
daring Men who will venture, in the largeft 

Ships, 
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Ships, to pafs fuch a Batcerf. A little belotr 
this is, 

EASt riLBURT^ where the River be- 
gins to widen towards the Mouth ; and here 
itwas^ that Queen £/iztf^^/A, having had No- 
tice from thtFrencb King of the Invalion inr 
tended by the Spaniardsi formed a Camp of 
twenty-two thoufand Footj and onc-thouland 
five-hundred Horfe, under the Command of 
Robert DuM^i Earl of Leicefteri which lay 
here to Dppofe their failing up the Thames^ ana 
landing in thofe Parts. A. D. 1588. 

The HOPEf a Place where Merchants 
Ships ufually Ride, and wait for their Lading 
and Difpatches, and Which begins at or oppo-^ 
file to Eaft Tilturyi and terminates oppofite 
to Cunningham. 

.MUCKING^ a Town a little below Eafi 
Tilbury^ to which the Thames is navigable hf 
a Creek called Mucking Creek. 

CANVET ISLE, about 5 Miles ill 
Length, from Hole Hawn to Leigh ; it lies 
low^ and fo is fometimes overflown by the 
Tide ; but the Sheep, which are fed there in 
abundance^ fo readily retreat to fome Hills 
in it, that few are loft •, a little below this I- 
fland, or rather oppofite to the lower End of 
it is a fmall Town called 

LEIGH^ or Lee, of little or no Account, 
otherwife than that it is well ftoeked with 
Fifhermen aiid Seamen, and likewife that 
about two Mile below this Town, the Jurif- 
didlion oi London on the Effex Side the River, 
terminates at a Place called Crow Stone, where . 
there was a Mark Stone, but by fome Accident 
it has been loft for thefe feveral Years paft, 

E 2 So 
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So I fhail now return to die Kentijb Side of 
the River -, and the next Place worth Notice 
below Grave/end^ is a Place in the River, 
calleCi 

. BLTTHSAND, which is oppofitc tp H<fk 
Ha^e»9 and is dry at Low Water, for the. ex- 
tent of two Miles ; within this is a Place cai- 
ied Fi/b Nafi? ; and below this another Place m. 
the River, called. 

The ROSS, which is a Hill of Shells rtiaC 
is covered only at high Watery atid the nexfi 
Place below this is 

rJUNTLETt CREEK, from which 
runs a Bank of Shells to Grmes-fpiit £nd«. 
which is three Miles in extent^ and leads 
round into the River Medway. Within this 
Creek (adjoining to the Thames) i$ a Publick 
Houfe, where Fifliermen that draw the Shores 
ufually refort, and who, by this illegal Man* 
ner of Fifhing, annually deftroy infinite Num- 
bers of unfizeable Smelts, and other Fifti 
liereabouts, and all up the South Shore. 

Th£ IQe of SHEPfVAT is, as it were, 
oppofite to the extreme Part of Granes-fpiit 
End, which is feparated from the reft of the 
County of Kent by t\it Medway^ which here 
•divides itfelf into two Streams, and encom- 
paffeth it, falling into the Eftuary of the 
Thames by two Mouths, the one lying Weft* 
ward, called IVeJi-fwak -, the other E^ward^ 
called Eaji'fwale. It is 22 Miles m Com- 
pafs. 

SHEERNESS FORT, in this IHand, 
built for the Security of the River Medwayf 
and the Thames Mouth, is very ftroi^, and 
entirely new ereded* 
. Or* 
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On the Half Moon are planted 40 large Can* 
iioifi, and round the Works areEmbraffures for 
74 Pieces more, with Watch Towers at proper 
Diftances ; the AvMt-FcJfe^ or Ditch of the 
Couitteiicarp, was fini(hedlaftSummer(i744.) 
and can be filled with Water from feveral 
Places, at a very fhort Notice. In the Fort 
is a Chapel for the Garrifon, which is very 
large, and Warehoufes for the Ufe of the 
Dock, furnifhcd with all Neceffaries for fit- 
ting out Ships at a fmalt Warning : And on 
the South Weft Part of this Ifland ftands by 
the Medway Side, 

^r7££iV^OAOC7(;/f,whichfcnds Mem- 
bers to Parliament, and had once a Caftle and 
leveral Blockhoufes, which have firice been 
dennoliflied 5 and the Place now is of but lit- 
tle AccoufttjUnlefs for Oyfter Fifhers and Ale- 
houfe Keepers. On the Weft Side this River 
Midway^ is a Place called the 
' SALT PANNS, where great Quantity 
of Salt is made, both for Home Corrfumption 
and foreign Exportation 
' Farther, on the fame Side the River, is a 
Place called the Sff^AMF^ or King James's 
Folly, which isaftrong Fort mounting 12 Guns, 
and it was defigned to have made this one of 
the ftrongeft Fortreffes in England^- had not 
that Prince abdicated. On the other Si^e the 
Medway ftands 

, GILLINGHAM^ antiently a Market 
Town, and where ftands a ftrong Fort, to 
which large Additions are making, there be- 
ing 170 Embraffures for holding Canhon^ 
which will be fo great a Security to this^ Ri- 
ver, that Ihould an Enemy ever make Way 

E 3 by 
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by Sbeernefs Fm^ hi9 Progrefs would be 
ftopped before he.could reach Chatham. Qr 
the Weft Side the River ftands 

.COCKHJM fVOOD Fort, where 34 
Ouns are ipoupted ; but it is not plainly feen 
by PalTengers failing by^ being wholly encom* 
paffed by the Wfiod •, but it is a Place of great 
Security and Strength, 

And pear to this Wood, by the Riyer 
Side, adjoining a fandy Lane, is a large fquare 
jStone, fet ered in the Ground, on the upper 
Sides of which is engraved thefe Words, 
God Preserve the City of London; 
which Stone is here placed to (hew the Extent 
of the faid Cities Jurifdiftion up the River 
Medway. Here J might defcribe UP NOR 
CjiSTLEp adjoining to this Wood, which 
guards two Reaches of (his River, as like- 
wife CHATHAM^ on the other Side the 
River, whofe Docks for building Ships, Ar- 
fenals, Store-hpufes, Launches, Malt-houfes, 
Boat-houfes, BoatTyards, Anchor-yards, Forr 
ges, Foundaries, Canals, and Ditches, for 
prefcrving the Mafts and Yards, in the Wa- 
ter, are the largeft in Dimenfipn, and the 
moft in Number, that are any where to be 
feen ; in fhort, there is not a more complpat 
Arfenal than diis in the whole Wprld. 

Tni Rivers that empty themfelves into the 
^amesy within the Jijrifdiftion are diefe : A- 
hove Bridge you have 

Brentford River, North Side the "Tbameh 

Hounjlow River, N. 

Coin River, N. 

Uxbrid^e River, N. ) . 

Lajin^bam 
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Lq/ingbam Riycr, S: has its Waters from 
SronJey River. 

Wandfivortb River, S. fupplicd with Wa- 
ter that comes from 

Martin River, S. fed bjr 

Miicbam River> S. is uipplied by Water 
from V 

Carfialton'Riyerj S. 

Moulfey River. 

EJber River. 

Cobbam River. 

JVieybridge River, is fuppKed by two other 
Rivdrs, viz. Fkei River, S. which comes 
from Guilford River 5 and flie New 6.iver, 
which is made by Art from Guilford to Wy* • 
bridgi. 

Rivers hAovr London Bridge^ within the Ju- 
rifdiftion, arc 
nford^vtTj N. 

Woodford River^ North Side the Tbames. 
Stratford RWtr^ N. 
Bow River, N. 
Hackney Bavct^ N. 
tf^altbam River, N. 
JVifw River, N. 
Deptford^ittr^ S. .jf lJ,':rr^ jy • "■ 

jrf Defcription of the River Lea, ^r Lee. 

Thus far I have confined myfelf purely 
to die River of ^bames ; biit as the City s 
Power of Confcrvacy will be found to extend 
alfo into the River Lee and Waters of Medway^ 
it will now be neceffary with the fame Brevity* 
to mve you aDefcription of thofe two Streams. 

^ E 4 The 
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The JL^^ or Lea^ which falls mto the Thames 
a little to the Eaftward of Blackwdly and a- 
bout five Miles below London Bridge, though 
it rifeth fo high as Luton in Bedford/hire^ does 
not become navigable till * it has received 
feveral other Rivulets, and is arrived zx,Ware 
in Hertfordjhire^ ' about twenty Miles from 
London : But perchance few nayigable Rivers 
of its Contents can bpaft of greater Utility, 
not only to the adjacent, rich apd populous 
Villages on its neighbouring Shores, but to 
c. the great . Metropolis -of the Nation alfo, 
which, by this Stream, is fupplied with vaft 
Quantities of all Sorts ot Grain, and incredi^ 
. blc Quantities of Malt. 

After this River has paft ff^ali bam Ahhcy^ 
where King Harold was ?uried by the Cour- 
tefy of William the Con^aeror^ who had (lain 
him in the Field of Battle; it ferves as a 
Boundary between Middlefex and £j€x. The 
City Jurifdiftion in this River reaches no far- 
ther than the End of what is called the New, 
Cutty which is only about a Mile, above the 
Bridge at Temple Milky or about four Miles 
up the River. [ 

A Defcription of the JRiv^ Medvjray^ 

The Medwayy which rifeth m .^fi)^Dw)n 
Foreft, Sujfexy on the South Weft of Kafi 
Orimjieady from whence it paffefih by jP««/- 
hurfiy Tunbridgey Mai^/ione and Rech^jkr^ and 
falling into the Thames^ is divided, at the 

• See the Statute 13 Elizah^th^ Cap. XTiii, concerning 
Ihe making of this River navigable. 

Mouth 
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Mouth Into two Channels by the Ifle of Shiip^ 
p)ay \ that to the Eailward taking the Nanie 
ot the Eaft Swale -^ and that to the Weftwarid 
falling into the Mouth of the ^hames^ the 
JFeJi Swakj wMch, being the principal En- 
trance intp this River, is defended by the Fort 
of She^^rnefsj much better fortified now than 
It was when the Dutch failed up, and burnt 
Part of the Royal Navy at Chatham. 

Ix this River, whofc Mouth is ahnoft like 
the Thames J choaked up with fand Banks, is 
within a moft fecure and commodious Hsurbour 
for Ships of the greatelt Burthen as far as 
Chatham. It alfo abounds with Salmon, the 
largeft Flounders, with Plaice, Mullets, Whi- 
tings, Smelts, Eels, Perch, Trout, Carp^ 
Tench, Bream, Chub, Roach, Dace and 
Gudgeons, vti abundance, befide Oyfters, of 
which there is the fineft in the World, cfpe- 
j:ialiy towards Milton and Ffiverjham. 

After this Survey and Hiftory of the 
Rivers of Thames^ Medway and Lee : We The Au 
now proceed to confider under what Authori- '^T'2 . * 
ty majurifdiiiion thty are fettled: And this ^!]^.£^f^ 
will appear to be placed in the Lord Mayor, the City 
Commonalty and Citizens of London. For of London 
not only the Water of the Thames^ with the ^ ^^® 
Fifh therein, has be^n confirmed to Them by ^cf^^^^^ 
divers Grants, Charters and A^s of ParKa-vcd. 
ment; 'but by their fpecial Suit, the King 

* gave therewithal the Ground and Soil under 
? the fame ; fo that whoever hath Houfe or 
' Land adjoining, and maketh a Stand, Stairs, 

* or fuch like, tney pay forthwith a Rent to 

* the City of London^ how high foever they 
^ ^ 'be 
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* be above the Low- fTater- Mark \* There- 
fore the City, at this Day, by Virtue of this 
Grant, receives Rents of them that fix Pofis^ 
or make Wharfs^ or other Buildings, upon 
the Soil of the faid River ^ And as a fur- 
ther Proof of this Jurifdiftion, * the Sherififs 

* of London^ for the Time being, have a 

* Power to Jh-e^ and do Executions in the faid 

* fTater of ^bameSy fo far as the Boundi^ of 

* the Freedom of the City do llretch * 5 * yet 
thus notwithftanding it can be proved, that 
the Thames Water, fo far as the Bounds of 
the Freedom of the City dipth ftretch, is a 
Parcel of the City, and that everv Appurte- 
nance within the faid Franchife, has alwaiys 
been governed by the fame City^ as a Parcel 
of the fame City, as well the one Part of the 
Water as the other * •, the Lord High Admi- 
ral of England has conteftcd • the City's Ju- 
rifdiftion, but with no other Succefs than to 
ftrengthen the Authority which the Lord 
Mayor had fojuftly claimed, and tp confirjn 
him by a proper Verdict the Confervator of 
tKe Ki^^r Tbatpes and Medway\ with an ab- 
folute Power to inflift Punifhments for all un- 
lawful Filhings, either by Fifhernien or others j 
and for all !i^ufe of his Auriiority. 

* See Sttype'z Survey, p. 4. and BrydalP^ Cbamera Regis, 

^ Davy's Repoite, Le Cafe Royal Pifcbary. 

c Cakhorf, ia hi^ Reports of Sficial Cafa in the Cufinrnt 
of London, pag, ^ 

^ See Calthorf^ ^ before dted* and Qty Law, pag. 

« In the 39 eUa. A, D. 1 596. 

N. B. This Cofitell began in theMayaralt^of Timvitfi 
Skinner and Sir H(nry Billingsly^ and all Variances were 
jibfolutely determinjed on 20 Miy^ 161 3, when SkJJm 
Snvinnerton was Lor<d Mayor* ^ 

' Sec the City OArtet* 

. This 
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This JurifdiAion and Power being diu^ 
adjudged ; we are to confider in what Man* 
ner the Confervator of the River of Tbames 
doth ezercife the lame ; wluch has at all '^ 
Times been executed bjKa Drouty or 3ubfti- Tiiei^':. 
Cute^ commonly called the neater Bailiff of ftahmoiM 
London •, who, under his Authority, and by ^^fl 
Virtue of his abfolute Power \ fearcies^ (h ^^ 
imjees and punift>etb all that offend againft his 
Orders for the Confervation of the City's 
Right to the faid River, and make Spoil of 
what was intended for general Benefit. Con* 
fequently the Power that is lodged in the 
Lord Mayor of Loffdon^ as Confervator of 
the River of TbameSy is legally executed by 
XbtlVaier Bailiffs his Deputy. Now 

The Power of the Lord Mayor, as Con- 
fervator of the River oi Thames^ is confirmed 
from his Care both for the Safety of Paffen-- 

ron the Riverj and the Prefervation of 
Breed, and Fry and i^ifli in the River, 
by PKcedents of great Antiquity: For, ia 
the Year 1405, Sir John Woodcock^ Mayor, 
being informed that great Number of Jrears 
had been erefted in the faid River, to the 
Peftrudion of the young Fry, and the Da* 
mage of Navigation,, cau^d all the IkidliKvn 
fsom Stains Bridge tb the Rirer Aftiway^ to 
be deftroyed, and the Nets burnt, which, by 
Virtue of the City Charter, was judged law- 
ful againft the Oppofition made thereto by 
the Archbiihop 01 Canterbury^ &c ^ But to 

•See the Siatnte of t3 Edw. I. sad 13 Skb. II. to 
EBx Cap viS 9 Auntt Cftp. xxri. 
^ See xiRichardll. 
f See Fabiatt^^ dmmide^ pag. 7. 

avoid 
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avoid any forther Inconveniences and Oppdli*, 
tion* for the future in the due Execution of. - 
^ the faid Office ; the City petitions the Parlia^ 
' mcnt to remove all Kiddles^ ' WearSy Ftfltn • 
garths^ Stanksy Milms^ Stakes^ &c. in tbe' 
Kiver oi^bameSy. Midway and Lia y by whidi 
Parliament ** the Mayor and Citizens weije cm- 
powered vigoroafly to execute all the Statutes 1 
m force againf): all fuch Offenders, and tfaat^ ki 
all Commiflions relating to the JVater^iirfj^ 
the M(^or or Cufios always to be one. .And 
this Power ieemed fo neceffary for dw pub* 
Hck Good, and £b well lodged, that ^iienSir 
John Branchy Lord Mayor elecl, came to ba 
Iworn into his Office, theLordTreafurer Bmr^ 
leigbj particularly recommends to him the Con? 
fenration of the RiTei:'i>f2w&tfx»^j; pientioning 
firft the City'sJRight to the Jurifdiclion dscrre-« 
ef from L$rdsn Bridp to Stains ; and then ad^ 
ding, that her Majefty, Qpeen Elizabetby was 
grieved, that the Navigation thereof wast im- 
peded by HatvbeSy, Stapps znd ^Kaa[r^;-andtl|e 
Fry of FiJ^ deftroy^d^ and ir^ade Meat ka 
Swine, ^c. and did find fault with tbofeThings 
C2i\cd^rinckersy which^ ber Pleafure was, that 
the Lord Mayor ihould caufe: to^ be redrefTed, 
fcftf* ^^.Hence i \ - ., 

It is 'rational to infer,5th]Bt the Crown ac« 
kno^vledged this Jurifdidion in the City of 
Lcnddn i and. that. theLConfervitor has a Right 
and Power to pianifh thofe that makeH^ock 
of the young F/y, or that encroach upon the 

^ '* Seethe City £liarter in iEdw. IIL A. D. 132S; 
^ See Con. Abridg. Rec 

^ See the Ad zj Hen. VIII. Cap. xviii. J, D. 1535. 
Sec the Statute 4 Hen. V JI. Qxf. xv. 
: • - Soil 
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Soil of ^ faid River, th^t caft ia Dung or 
9ther Filth, and that dig and undermine the 
]^ks and Walls next to the faid River, »nd 
cairy and convey away the Walhides, Shore '* 
- Pfl^s, Boards, Timber- work. Ballad for Ships, 
and other Things, from the Banks and Walls 
of %he fflSd River in fundry Places *. Where- 
fore die Aid hotd Mayor having reprefented 
.the fame to Ws firft Court of Aldermen t» -^a of c 
it-was ordered, that the Waier-Bailiff fliould Common 
he called, and commanded to deliver in Wri- f^^^ 
tii^, a true, diftinft, and particular Report of better P^ 
the Stat^ of the River, and how her Majeftiesfervatkm 
late Commandmwt hath been executed ac-^.^ 
cording to the Laws of this Realm, and Right g-^^, 
of the City. And for the Matters of Trinckers, 
he ftiall likewife enquire by all lawful Means, 
and certify this Court of the Quality of thofe 
Trinckersj their Numbers, their Places, and 
Manner of piihing ; what Harm they do; 
how and in what Sort they may and ought to 
be reformed ; And for all other Matters per- 
taining to this City, to redrefs touching the 
River, and the Navigabknefs and Fijhing there- 
of, he fhall truly inform : That for fuch 
u TWngs as ^ within the Power of this City. 
to amend. Remedy be given fpeedily ; and 
for the reft, Suit be made to her Majefty and 
her Council, and Reformation fought by Or- 
der of her Majefty's Laws : And for thisAn Afflff^ 
Service, and the more fpeedy doing thereof, ant ap- 
it is ordered. That Anthony Hall be required f^^"^^^^^ 

Bailiff, 
• See the Aft of 27 Hen. VIII. Cap, xviiL .. 
f On the 3d November^ 1580. 

to 
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to be Afliftant to the faid Water-Bailiff^ witk 
hisTratail and Diligence ; and that at fuch 
Times yearly as the fVater-BaiUff goeth up 
iivith Citizens for View of the Thames^ the 
faid Antboftf Hall fliall always be one of the 
faid Citizen^. 

Which Diligence ahd Care was again fc- 
▼eral Times revived ; for in SeptmbtTi 1584, 
Sir Thomas Pultinfon^ Lord Mayor, the fol- 
lowing Orders were fet forth. 

^Tbo. ^"^Firfij That there (hould be ho Ptt-^ 
^o' pr^ftures. Encroachments, Wharfes, Banks^ 
^8 Or- Yf^n^^ Q^ Buildings of Houfes in or upon the 
Thames^ to the ftoppitig of the Paffage. 

Item^ That no Dung^ Rubbifh, or other 
Filth, be Caft into the Thames. 

Item^ That no Pofts or Stakes be fixed in 
the Thames. 

Item^ That the fair Way be kept as deep 
and large as heretofore it hath been. 

No Pcrfon (hall fell, utter, or ^ake suiy 
Fifh, contrary to the antient Aflize fet down 
by Decree ; viz. 

Pyke 14 Inches ; Barbel 12 Inches; Salmon 
16 Inches ; Trout 8 Inches •, Tench 8 Inches j 
Roach 6 Inches ; Dace 6 Inches-, Flounders 6 
Inches ; but Carp^ Aloes^ Chevin^ Pearch^ Eels^ 
Gudgtons, Smelts^ Bleaks^ Shad, Mackerel^ 
LampreiSy LampronSj are not yet affized. 

♦ Sir Thomas PuUin^fon, Mayor. Sec Strype^ i VcL 
pag. 41. 

Fence 
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. Fence Month and Times, in which thcfe Times of 
Fiflies are not to be taken •, n;iz. for PUbing. 

Salmons 'y between the Nativity of our 
Lardy and St. Martins. 

Kipper Sdmons \ not to be taken at any 
Time of the Year. 

^rout \ between Mkbaelmas and Cbriftmas. 

Roaches ; between 15 Days before St. Mar- 
tins ^ and 15 Days after. 

Lampreis and Lamprons^ between 15 Jpril 
and 15 Auguft. 

No Fijhermeny Gartbmen^ Petermen^ Dray- 
men^ or ^rinkermen^ fhall avaunce or fet up * 
any Wears, Engines, Rowte Wears, Pight 
Wears, Foot Wears, nor make any Stalker 
Nets, Trynk Nets,Turfe Nets, Calling Nets, 
BcrdNets, Pot Nets, BarrockNets at Crooks, 
Heaving Nets, except they be 2 Inches in the 
Meifli. 

Nets forbidden 5 alfo the Mcafure of cer- Nets for- 
tain Nets. bidden. 

Blee Nets, muft be two Inches and a half. 

Dray Nets and Kiddels^ forbidden. 

Cod Nets, to be ufed between Candlemas and 
our Lady-Day. 

Treat Nets, Peter Nets, muft be two Inches 
large in the Meiih, except between Candlemas 
and our Lady-Day in Lent. 

Apridel^tty not to be occupied but by fpe- 
cial Licence of the Water-Bailiffs and not 
above a Yard in Length. 

Places inhibited to Fifli in, called Water where it 
Friths ; viz. » unkw- 

Mill Dams, Locks, and fuch like. ^"^ '^ ^^ 

Goofe Fleets ziBuJherd. 

Well Fleets at the Mafe. 

St, 
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St. Saviours Milne by Weft. 
B^itspro- Baits prohibited. 
^ubitcd. White Bait at Gowlcby or Blood Bag. 

But thcfe Ordei-s were more ftrongly en- 
forced by thofe which Sir JRbbert Ducie after- 
wards fet forth by this Title. 

ORDERS heretofore Jevi fell dndagreed 
%^n by the Right Homurable * the Lm-d 
Mayor of the City g/* London^ and Qm- 
fervator of the River of Thames, and 
Waters gjTMedway, and River Lec,y&r 
Confervation and Prefervation of the Ri^ 
ver of Thames, and of the Brood and 
Fry ofFiJh therein^ asfolhwetb. 



Sir RoBert'ry IRSTy That HO Man, upon Penalty 
^cie's |i and Forfeiture of his Net^ and Ten 
"^' Pounds, with Imprifonment at the Difcretion 
of the Lord Mayor, fliall prefume to (hute 
any Draw-Net or Coulter-Net, at any Time 
of the Year before Sun-rifing, nor after Sun- 
fetting : For that in the Night-time unlawful 
Nets may be ufed^ and great Abufes oflfered,- 
to the great Hurt and Annoyance of the faid 
River of Thames : And to fhute in then* feve- 
ral Rooms well known. 

2. Itemj That noFifherman or other fliall 
ftillj lye, or bend-over any Net during the 
Time of the Flood, whereby both Salmons, 
and other Kinds of Fifli, may be hindred and 
kept back from fwimming upwards, to the 

♦ Sir Roi^rt Ducie Mayor. 1630, & 6 Car. L 

Benefit 
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Benefit and Profit of fuch Fiftiermen as dwell 
in the Weft Part of the faid River, upon the 
like Pain and Penalty. 

3. Iteniy That no Fiflierman, or other, No Fifhcr- 
-fhall fhute any Draw-Net, Cord-Net, or™^"o^<>- 

otherNet or Engine, whereby any Salmon Jj^^^^ 
Fifh fliall be taken, after HoIyroodDay is paft, Net after 
being the 14th Day oi September^ becaufe at the 14th of 
that Time thfey are out of Seafon, and re- •^^/'««*^v 
main here upon the River only to fp^wn and 
breed: Upon the like Payment. 

4. Item^ That no Fiflierman, or other. No Fifhcr. 
(hall fifli with any Net, or lay or hale any man oro- 
Weel^ or ufe any other Net or Engine what- ^\^ 
Ibever, from Sun-fetting on Saturday Night sunf^^g 
until Sun-rifing upon Monday Morning, no, on Satur- 
nor during all the Time of L^/, as being a ^ Night, 
Thing not only very hurtful to the faid River, ^f^^ 
but alfo a great Abufe' and Profaning of the MtmUy. 
Lord's Sabbath : Upon the like Penalty. 

5. Itentj That no Fiflierman, or other, NoFilher- 
fliall at any Time hererfter fliip their Draw- man or 
Nets (called Shipping a-ftem) into their Boats, jj^^^^"* 
before fuch Time as they have laid forth all DrawNcts 
their whole Net, .as they do when they Land before 
towards a Low Water ; nor that they fliip Jhey have 
fome Part of their faid Net, and land the S3rw£te 
Reft ; but that from henceforth they fliall Net. 
fulfil and obferVe that ancient Order of land* 

ing their Nets (as they have heretofore ufu- 
ally done) at Low Water; upon the like 
Payment. 

6. Item^ That no Fiflierman, or other No Fifliar- 
Perfon whatfoever, fliall ufe any Steer called "J*^^^®: 
-an Eel'Speer, at any Time of the Year, for JJl^^^ 
that they are Hkewife very great Deftfoy- norw^' 

F Crs with any 
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Bley.Net, ers' of Barbpls, and othpr Kind of Fiih ; npy 
^"|-N,^^' fhall worH. with any Bley-Net, Rug-Net, or 
Nrt!^weft. Smelt-Net, uoon the faid W^ter Weftward, 
wpd, far- farther thf n yiemorth Chyrch, from the i qth 
thcrthan Day of March yearly, until Holyroad Day he 
£ch'^ paft, being the 14th Day of September j upp^ 
£*f^. ' "the like Payment. 

NoFiiher- 7. Bemy That no Fifherniap, or other^ 
nian, or fhall at ^ny Time of the Ye^ ufe or eyercife 
^2^^^^ any Flue,'Trannin}eJ, double-walled Net, qt 
Flu^^ hooped Net whatfoever, for that tjiey are 
Trammel, not only the utter Deftr^^dipn of all breeding 
double- Barbels, and alfo a great Spoil and hurt to 

Nct^tr ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ yPM"g P^'Pod and fry ^f 
hooped Fifh,bein§ with thpfe Kinds of Net^ infinitely 
Wet. deftroyed, to the general fLiii^i pf the River 4^ 

forefaid ; upon the like Payment. 
NoFiiher- 8. Item, That no Fiiherman, or pther, 
cZt?L ^^^^ ^^y anyWeels called JT/'/Zf, in any PI4CP 
fon'fhalf of the River, from the loth of Marck^ tiU 
)ayVn)r the 1 0th pf A% yearly, for that all Rpacjies 
We^in do then fhed their Spawn > nor t^^a^ r\o yiziji' 
If ^he nf- whatfoever cut any Bulrqfties, or other FJags 
ver,from or Sedges growing upoji tb^ River, from 
M?rf^ 10, Richmond unto th? J^l^om ^bpve Stifip^ 
to MayiQ, Bridge, fpr that thiey.afe a §[rf at Succpuf 4r4 
y^^^y- Safeguard unto the Fife ; upon ^e; like Pay-s 

ment. 
NoFiiher- g. Ifem, No Fifh^rrn^^ PT otihfiFj^ fti#l} 
J^^'^^u'ufe, within the fai4 Riv£r q( Thme^i^ay 
fliute any Weel called a^ Lptfih, ox a MUI-PqI^ w Wf 
Wcei, cal- Other Engine, with the Head thereof ag^inft 
^4 I the Stream, upon Pain qr Forffitujpe 9? Xeri 
%&Pot ^^"^s, ^nd Imprifonment aF tjie Difqr^t^on 
tf^^ ^^ of the Lprd Maypt v nor th^t no Man wh^r 

foever ihalj occupy, upon thg faid River of 

Thames 
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Thames any Nets called Purfe-Nets^ otherwift 
Cafting'Nets ; upon the lik« Payment. 

lo. Itemy That no Fiftierman, or other, NoFifhef-' 
fliall be fuffered to rilg for Flounders, either "^?"» JT 14 
by Ebb or by Flood, at any Time of the ^^'fof 
Year, between London Bridge and StangatCy Flounders, 
on the South-fide, and JVeftminfter Bridge on either by 
the North-fide, but only two Cafts at Low ^^^^ y^^ 
Waterj^ tod two Cafts a? full Sea, or High tween'z«^l 
*Water, for the Safeguard of the Fry and don Bridge 
Brood of Fifli: And no Flounder fhall \y^^rA^tan^ 
taken under the Aflize of fix Inches; nor^^j^'^^^ 
that no Filherman, or other, fhall fleet with Cafts at 
any Bley-Net upon the Benches from White- low Wa- 
hdL to the "lempli Stairs, upon high Waters, ^^r, and 
from Whitsuntide to Bar tM^mew- tide ^^ upon at fuUS^ 
the like Payment. tfr. . * 

II. ^em^ That no- Fiflaerman, or other no Pcrfon 
Perfon vbatfoever, (bail caft, brii!^ or caufe to caft mf 
to be brougjit any Carrioq, Soil, Gravely ^moB, 
Rul^ifl^, Sods of Eaf th, or any other Filth, ^^ 1^% 
or Annoyance, whereby Banks and Shelves 
are r^tfec), add the commotvPafifage hindered, - 
ta the gprqat Panger of Fares, j Boats* and 
Barges, |>ai(ring to and fro i^h»^ the faid Ri* 
tw ; Nor that no Fiftiermaii, cm: other, fhaU 
d^ive or'iiaujfe to be driven^ my Piles, Stumps 
or Stalks, widun the faid River of Thames^ 
upon Which the like Mifchief and Dangcra 
•may arife.-,. upon, the like Pain and Penaky as ' 
^fordiid. . / ; 

12^ Item^ That no Filherman, or. Qther* NoFiflicf* 
fhatt ppefome to take up any Rack or. Drift wan, or 
upon tfhe Wa*:er c^3:'hamesy without Notice ^^^J^^^p*^^ 
given to thfi Water Bailiff or his Subftitute, ny Drift 
wkiunftQavenfcnt Time,, he fatisfying himotWred^ 

F 2 for without 
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^Ag for his Pains, as (hall be reafonable and thought 
^^W^i^ fitting ; nor Ihall conceal and keepfecrct the 
iaiM, or faid Rack or Drift from the faid Water Bai- 
his lubfti- liff, to the End that fuch Order and Care 
tutc. may be taken therein, as hath beeii acCufto- 
med, according to the Laws and Ordinances 
ordained for the Prcfervatibn of the faid Ri- 
ver; upon the like Pain and Penalty, from 
the loth di March to thefirft of Afoy, or at 
any other Time. 
. NoFiflicr. 13. Itemy That noFilherman, or other, 
itian. oi' fhali fifti with any Kind of Net, or ufe any 
£A w'ith -^"S^e R^ ^i^h more than one Hook upon 
any Net, * Line, or faw or fearch for Barbel within 
or ufe any the Limits of London Bridge, or Ihall ufe any 
^^^ other Engine nearer unto the Bridge than St. 
^£ £ ^otolj>V% Wharf and the Btidgehouft Wharf 
one Hook On the Eaft-fide, nor nearer on the Weft-fide 
tipon a than St. Mary-Chjeries-Stairs and the Old Swan^ 
JS^^ upon the Pain of Imprifonmerit, at the Dif- 
£j„l^ cretion of the Lord Mayor^ and 6 s. i i. to 
faTr. the Chamber of London. 

1^0 Pitir^ 14. That no Peter-men (hall at any 
w^^fhall Time hereafter fifh or work ^ith any Man* 
the '^ater ^^^ ^f Net Upon the faid Water wcftward, 
weftward, farther than Richmond Crane^ tinto which 
farthCT Place, or thereabouts, the Water ebbeth and 
^j' floweth, for that the fifliing beyond thatPlace 
Crane. ^*h caufed a great Deftruftion of Fifh ; upon 
Pain of Forfeiture of 20 s. for every Time 
they fhall fo offend, and farther Punilhmenr> 
according to the Quality of his Offence. 
That no 15. Bm, It is ordered, that no Peter- 
•tofcr'thc" ^^^ ^^ hereafter, at any Time of the Year 
Tides a- ^^^ ^^ Tides above Richmond^ nor go ia 
Jbovc&v*- Company together, it being found very pre- 
judicial 



/»^ THAMES, &c.^ 69 

judicial and Kurtful both to the River and^w^^inor. 
Fiihermen, and nothing available for the fur- ^^^^ 
nilhing of any Markets, nor fliall go to fifli ^rmwie 
more than five together in one Company be- Company, 
tween Ricbmnd and London Bridge -, upon ^^• 
Pain of forfeiting for every Crime iqs. and 
imprifonment during Pleafure. 

16. ir/«w,THAT noPetef-many or any other. That no 
take any Flounders, or any other fhort Fi(h P^^-moM, 
which they iiave ufually called KeUle-Fi/b, ^^""l^ 
not being fix Inches of Aflize, being found anyFlouiv^ 
to be the great Deftruftion of the Fifti ; upon den, Gr^. 
the like Penalty and Pain. 

17. //«w. That whereas msmy Inconve- Fifljcrmen 
niences have heretofore rifen to the River of ^^^ 
TiameSj by divers Fiftiermens keeping of Boys,*^ 
Boys, who had neither the Sufficiency to take to be en- 
the Charge of Filhing, nor bound Appren- tercd in 
tice to the fame : Therefore from henceforth ST&S? ' 
it fhall not be lawful for any Fifherman to^p ^ 
keep two Boys m one Boat, unlcfs the one of ff^atir 
them be at Man's Eftate, or thought fufli- f^^iffh^ 
cient by the Water Bailiff to take the Charge, g^ " 
or elfe that one of them be an Owner : Nor and when 
that no Fifherman from henceforth do take his Time 
any Apprentice to the faid Trade of Fifhing, |« «cpa«If 
unlefs he firft enters his N,ame in the RegifVer Z^^^ 
Book of the fVater Bailiff of this City kept forc.thc 
for that Purpofe, nojr under the Term of ^«/f 
feven Years, and that after the Expiration of ^^^^' 
the faid Term, he likewife come again before 

the faid fTater Bailiffs to be by him admitted 
a lawful Fifherman, (as of ancient Time hath 
been accuftomed j ) upon like Payment. 

18. If my That no Perfon whatfoever, 2^t na 
frpin S fains Bridge in the Wefl, to r^»^/, ^"^ 

F J alias 
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f tains alias Tenlet^ in thie Eaft, do faften^ lay or 

Bridge to ^^^fg ^q ^e laid in any Part of the River 

Men'any^ of TbameSj any more or greater Number 

more than than two Veffels, or two Barges, or two 

twoVeffels Lighters abreaft, at any Yard, Wharf, Dock, 

^breaft. jj^oad or Chain, or in any other Place what- 

foever, in or upon the River of Thames^ 

nor pretend to fatten or ftop a Tide, to make 

any more or greater Number in any Place 

whatfoever. 

That no ip. //«», NoR that no Perfon lay, or 

perfoa caufe to be laid, or continue any Timber 

^vtI' ^^ ^^y R^^^' W^*'f' ^*" Y^rd. within the 
beratany River of Tbame^ *, by reafon whereof it is, 
Koad, and has often been very prejudicial and dan- 
^^d ^*°' gerous by Night and Day, to the Paffage of 
^- • the King's Subjefts, and to the great hindrance 
of Boats and Barges paflTing and repaffing up- 
pn the faid River of Thames: 
That 116 20. Itenty That no Perfon do make or 
]ftf^^ , continue any Wharf, Building, Potgallery, 
^^jj^ or other Purprefture, or Incroachment into, 
nue any upon, or over any Part of the Soil of the faid 
Wharf, River, whereby the faid River may be in the 
*^^^8> leaft dimini(hed, nor any Way annoy or pre- 
\^^^c. j^dice the faid River, or the Common PafBge 

therein, or hurt the Banks thereof. 
.^Fiftiermen ^i. LaJ^fy^ That every Fiftierman^ upon 
^appear the River o( Tbame^j from Lmdofi Bridge 
attheCha- unto Staifis Bridge, fhall once every Year, 

]^//l//, ft^'^- "P2J^ S^- {^^''^ Day, being the 25th 
on every ^^Y oi January) appear before vat Water 
5t. Fauti Bailiff of thi* City, an the Chapel (rf the 
Pay. Guildhall, by T^ of the Clock in the Fore- 
noon of the fame Day, there to enter their 
feyeral Names into hk Regifte? Book kept 

fpr 
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for that Purpofe'5 and farther, to hear the 
Orders and Inftitutions ordained for the Pfe- 
fei^atlbn of the faid River, to be o|)cnly and 
|niblickly read, to .the Intent that they and 
every of thein, jtnay the better perform the 
fame, ufjfon Pain, of 6 J. 8 d, for every Default 
fa made. And if any Man whatfoever, 
Fifherman, or other, fhall contemptuoufly or 
ftubbornly refift the Wat^ Bailijf^ being Sub- 
Gonfehratof under the Lord Mayor, in the 
doe Performance and Execution of his faid 
. Office, he Iball make fuch Fine, or be impri- 
foned at the Difcretion of the Lord Mayor for 
the Timie being, as unto his Lordflhip Ihall 
feem moft fittmg. 

By the fame Lord Mayor y the folltywitig 
Articles were, ordained to . be enquired, 
upon by the Jury for the River of 
Thames Eaflward. For the Conferva-- 
Hon and Prefervation of the River of 
Thirafes, and of the Brood and Pry of 
Fifh ivithin the fame ^ asfoilowetb : 

IMPRIMIS, You (hall faithfully and truly Trinckcr- 
prefent (without any refpeft) all fuch™^^^^^^® 
Perfons,' Filhermeri', ^d others, as do pro- J^^ ^f^^ 
phane the Lord's Sabbath in their unlawful ning the 
f'iihings, and going forth that Day to their SafefiaA- 
Labolir, being to the high Difpleafure of ^^y- 
Alihighty God, and availeth not to the fur- 
ftMhing of any Market. And if any fuch 
Fiflierman have gQne forth to fi(h, having 
been at Home, before Sunday at Night, 
- . F 4 (Sun 
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(Sun down) you fliall faithfully, and truly prc- 
. fent them. 
No Trine- 2. //«w,That no Trincker fhallftand for 
k«^a^ Smelts till the 21ft D^y of Off ober ytzrly^ 
for Smelts ^^ ^^ ^^ Continue, until G^^i F«i% follow-. 
6aoaoier'^g* And to ufe no Manner of Net , for 
21, and Smelts than /uU^two Inches in the Fore- 
Tg""! P^» ^^*^ ^^ ^^'^ ^ the fecond Part, and 
^rid^fol ^^ ^^^ ^^^ P^^ which is tbe'Hole or Cod, 
lowing. Inch and Quarter wet and diy : And 'the Hbfe 
not to exceed eleven Feet in length, and' in 
compafs fixty Meilhes, and not above : 'And 
five Hoops, placed a Foot and a half a fun- 
der in the faid Cod, the Hpop to be placed 
within two Feet of the End of the Cod, and 
each Hoop to be a Foot and a half over every 
"Way, upright within the Hoop, and not p- 
thervife. 
NoTrinck 3. 7/^, That no Trinck; Ihall ftand to 
to ftand fifh above nine Tides in the Week, viz. three 
TO« ii"^ Tides againft mdnefday, three Tides againft 
a Week, Friday^ and three Tides agwnft Saturday Mar- 
except in ket, and fo likewife three Tides againft Sainfs 
^«^- Eves^ and other Fafting Days ; and then to 
wafh, hale up and go home with their faid 
Nets and Boats, every Saturday Morning to 
their own Houfcs. And in I^ Time, diey 
may ftand every Day, the Sabbath-day ex- 
cepted. 
Trincker. 4. Itm^ That no Trinck (hall ftand in any 
^^X^ Birth more than is allowed him to ftand, but 
Co^le- ^^^ ft^^d ^^ ^ fuch feveral Places, and in 
ment, and fuch Manner as hereafter followeth, and in no 
cbfove other Place, that is to fay, he fliall keep hi$ 
£| oJr Copplement. . ' _ 

dcfs. , . At 
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At Bli^kwdB Ferryj two, one Breaft or 
Front, and no more. 

At Ley Sbelp two, and no more. 

At IVoolwicb Sbelp two, and no more« 

At Woblwicb Town five, arid ho more. 

At GMUitms Naffethrct^ and no more. 

At Bufarffs Bujb five, and no more. 

At the Eaft smd WeftEiid oi Barking Sbelf^ 
two at each Flace^.and no more. 

At Da^nam Sbelp fix, and no more. 

At the Carrick four, and no more. 

Airjulian-iree Job three, and no more. 

At Dartford Job three, and na more. 

At the Brigbt sxEritb Najfe^ three and no 
more. 

At Sioke-fleet Najfe^ alias Stakes-end^ five, 
and no more. 

At Evely Hole^ five, and no more. 

At Purfleety five, and no more. 

At Graf*% Tborockj ^, and no more. 

At the Two Tborougbs^ three, and no 
more. 

And every Trink to keep his true Goo- 
plementi ^d to ftand ntf more in a Birth. 

5. J/m, That no Trink (hall ftand to Times ana 
fifli for Whitings till the Ember Week before JJf^^^ . 
Michaelmas ycBSplyj and to come no higher ^j^^om^ 
than Purfieety and to have the Hofe or Cod of 
his Net full Inch and half. And upon Satur^ 
day Sun fet, to wafh oflp his Net, hale up and 
go home,, and not to return to his Labour 
ag^ till Monday Morning Day-light : And fo 
liKewife fliall every Fifherman do from Lon- 
don Bridge Weftward, to Grave/end Bridge in 
theEaftf and not otherwife. 

6* Ifentf 
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Orders 6. //^, That no TrlhckeriAaii^ . or Aher 

^^ iFifherman, fliall buy any Trinck^ or take or 

men ''ir receive any Copy< under the Seal of the Of- 
to be ad- fice of Mayoralty^ until he be klbWed and 
mittcd. thought fit by the Lord Mayot of LondoHy 
or by his Subftitute the Watir Bailiff fof the 
Time, beir^ i/i^ith the gelieral Liking and 
Coitfents of the faid Company of Trincker- 
men, and feventeen Trincks allowed, and no 
more. 
NoTrinck 7. Item^ That no Trbek ftiill ftand to 
to ke^ fi(h before any Breach Mo'tith at the tlfing or 
conS^ fi"J^i"g ^ 2fly Motber-Fifhesy of m the Time 
to'antiait ®f Spawn ^ Btodd cf Fifh -, and that c^ery 
Order and Trinck (hall, at all Times and Seafons, take 
CuHom. up and carry ^way his Anchor at bis Time 
01 his leaving off from Fifhing^ aind not to 
leave his iak^ AncW' behind him to keep his 
Birth, contrary to ahcient Ordet stnd €uf* 
torn. 
To put out 8. Ititn^ That each Trinck flridl etery 
a Light dark and foggy Night, hang forth out of \i% 
and fo"^ faid TriMk Boat ©lie LaAth6rnv with fttftci^ 
Nightp^ ent Candle-Hgfety for the better arid fefer 
i^c. ' Paffage of Ships, Boats, and Veffels paffing 
to and fro uporf fhe iaid Rdvef : Aftd that 
every Trinck Caibk be ri6 nnore than twei*y 
Fathom long a« the moft; or any HeUbft 
above tweflty-twd Fath6OT fong.. And like- 
wife to b»vd a Wai'd of fo5fty Fathontf cd 
fhere off arid^^Ve "^ay, if any Ship, Gratyery 
or other Vtflfel, fliall chance t6 drive o^on 
them. 
Trinckcr- 9. Um^ That evefy Trmckevman fcail, 
man to one Week brfore .ftii^goJng to fifti, come trt 

gJSS t^ *«' Ch^P^l <>f GuikbdK Lmd(», and 

' there 
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there appear before the Water Bailiffs as well Chapel 
to receive Leave and Licence for their going ^^^^ ^^^ 
forth, as alfo to hear the Orders and Inftitu- ^aiM'. 
tions ordjuned for the Prefervation of the faid 
RiVer, to be there openly and publickly read, 
to the End they may the better obferve and 
keep the faid Orders, and every Thing there- 
in contained. 

10. Itm^ That no Hebberman Ihall fifli JC)*''caion8 
for Smelts before the twenty-fourth Day of^^f^^'' 
jiuguft yearly, «nd fo to continue till Geod- and tlSt 
Friday \ and that no Hebberman fhall fifh in everyHeb- 
Havcn, Creek, Breach or Iffue, with any German 
Net of lefs Affize than three Inches for ^S^// 
Flounders, from the Feaft of Rafter^ until chapel, 
the faid twenty-fourth Da,y of Auguft^ yearly, before the 
And fhall likewife appear before the Water ^"^^^ 
Bailiff of London^ at the Chapel of Guild- ^^'^'^' 
ball^ there to receive Leave or Licence for 

their faid going forth. And that the Mcifh 
iX their faid Smelt Nets be fiiH Inch wet and 
dry, and not otherwife. 

11. //«», That every Hebberman fhall No Heb- 
fifli by the Shore, and pitch their Pole at half German to 
Ebb, and fhall have but foity Fathom Rope ^^^^l^' 
allowed from, the Pitch of their Pole into the piftttng 
River, and not to Fie a Floating or Flatting for Smcto, 
for Smelts between two Anchors in the Midft ^f- 

of the Stream; nor fhall have any Kind of 
Weight of Lead, Iron, Stone, Barrel, Fir- 
Idn, Kilderkin, Cafk, or with any Wherry or 
other Device. Nor fhall fifh from Good^ 
Friday till Bartholomew-Tide yearly, betwixt 
London Bridge and Gravefend, with any Net 
under two Inches, except with a Wade Net 
fer ^m only. 
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Not to 12. That no Hcbberman fliall work any 

work higher for Whitings than Hartford Cred^and 
^^^ to work with no Manner of Net for Wiutings 
Dartford of lefs Affize than full Inch and half* wet and 
Creek for dry : Nor fliall go forth to take any of the 
Whitings, f^j^ Whitings yearly,, until they be lawfully 
licenfed by tht Water Bailiff of London^ be- 
fore whom they are feyerally to appear at the 
faid Chapel ot GuildbaUy London^ one Week 
before Gang-tide yearly. 
AllTraw- 13- -^^^^» ^ou fliall prefent the Names 
jcrs Names and Surnames of every Trawler, unto the 
tobegiv Loj-d Mayor of London^ or his Subftitute the 
« to the j^^^^ Bailiffs for the Time being. And that 
Mayor or no Trawler fliall fifli above Hole Haven on 
Water the North-fidc, and Torftng on the South- 
Bailiffs fide, till a Fortnight after MUblulma^ yearly, 
^^' and all the Summer to ufe np Net for Soalj 

under two Inches and a half in the Cod, be- 
ing two Yards long, and- the refl: of the Net. 
to be three Inches. And no Trawler to 
work in tilbury Hope after MicbaelmaSy with 
any Manner of Net under four Inches for 
Plaice all the Net over. And no Trawler 
to come upon any Trawl with any other Net at 
any Time of the Year. 
Toprefent 14. Item^ To prefent all fqch as have 
allOffiai- pitched, fet or eredled any RifF-Hedge, or 
4crs. , Half-Nets, upon Stakes or. otherwife, within 
the full Sea, and Low Water, being an En- 
gine utterly to kill fmall Fifli; and what 
Landmen they be upon Kentijh Shore, or in 
any other Place within the Waters df Thames 
and Midwojf^ that do pr have ufed the fame. 

. 75- ^^(^ 
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15. Itmj That no Trawler do ftay A- ThcTimci 
broaiA) fifli after Wbitfuntide againft JFednef^ ^ ^^• 
ijry Market till Bartbolotnew-tide yearly, i\or "*^* 
that no Trawler do fifh in tilbury Hope upon 

the Saturday after Sun-rifing, but to wafli ofF^ 
hale up, and go home^ as all other Fiflier- 
men ought to do^ and according to the old 
and ancient Cuftoms of the River of Thames 
and Waters oiMedway. 

16. Item^ That every Trawler upon the Time for 
River Eaftwards, do yearly appear before ^^ 
the fVater Bailijf ot London, at the Chapel of J^^^** 
Guildballj one Week before the true Times ai^ehc- 
and Seafons of going forth to fifh, then and fore the 
there to receive Leave and Licence for their ^^f^ 
faid goings forth, and to hear the Orders and ^' 
Inftitutidns ordwned for the Prefcrvation and 
Government of the River of Thames j to h& 

there openly and publickly Read, to the End 
that they may the better obferve and perform 
the fame. • . 

17. Item, That no Trawler that hath or Affizcof 
doth ufe to Trawl to takeSoal, Chates, Plaice ^ ^ 

^ or Thorn-back, fliall take or bring any fuch^^-*^ 
Fifh to any Market, or to any Country-Town Market, 
to fell, except they contain the Affize as fol- 
loweth, that is to fey, every fuch Soal, Chate, 
Plaice, and Thorn-back, to contain in length 
•feven Inches with the Head and Tail, and not 
under. 

18. Item, That no Draggerman that hath Direaions 
or doth ufe to drag for Shrimps, Ihall go forth to be ob- 
to fifli till the firft Day of November yearly, ^^^l 
and to continue till Good Friday: Nor (hall men. 

ufe any fuch Drag at any Time of the Year 
above Maggot Maffc on the South-fide, and 

Staky- 



7$- TZtf CONSEHVACY ^ 

Sfaky-Brake Creek on the North-fide, an(J not 
other^ife. And that every Dragger-naan 
IhaU, upon the firft Day ' erf" Nevimter- yearly, . 
. ' appear before the Wa^er Bailiff oi London^ 
to receive Leave and Licence for going forth- 
All Fifher- 19, Ititny That all Manner orFilhefmen 
men to whatfpever, that ufe to take Shads in Shad- 
OrdCT^^f dingTimq, Ihall obferve and keep their true 
Shooting. Order of Ihooting a Droves: length off from, 
one another, and to prefent what Diforders 
are kept among them, both in going forth 
upon Sundays^ or otherwife. And that no»e 
of the faid Shadders (hall go fortlj to fiih 
until they h^ve received Leave and Li- 
cence of the Lord Mayor oi L$ndeny or liis 
Subftitute the Water Bailiff few theTi-iae be- 
ing, their true Tipfie of going forth to be 
the We^k before M^ifier yearly,, and net be- 
fore. 
No Peter^ 20. J/dw, That 50 P^f^-»w» whatfocver, 
man fleet from London Bridge in the Weft, as far as the 
Srs^S' ^^^^^ Med^^ in the Jlaft, fliaji flfeet for 
i^Rug- Flounders with any Rug-Net in the Night- 
Net in the tinne, from Sun ^pm% dowm until Ds^y-lighc 
Nigh^ ^he jaejjt Morning, feetwixt Mi^boilma^ and 
**^^' Ch^Jlmas^ becaufc 5ft thre Night-tinie diey 
:piake gf^at Dciteru^lion of Xijnalli Ftounders, 
and carry them away both un&en anjd un- 
known. . Nor that no Peter -man do fiih with 
any Hagan or Smelt Net below London B^^dgf^ 
at Q^j Time of the Year. 
Ko Fetsr- ^^' ^^^' That no Pet^-man^ w other 
man (hall Perfon wh^tfoeveff, fliall ' fifti betwixt' Lon-* 
£ftibetwixt doH Bridge, aud Limebmfe Naffsy widi any 



B?id eand ^^'^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^"8 ^^ ^J 

lim^t Time of tk Y^aiv except for Shacli .anly : 

I Nor 
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Nor that po Peter-m^n do rwg from London ^^feMt 
gridgt tp Elackwalh ^n^ fo eailward,- from J^^^^JJ** 
Michaelmas yearly, until IVbitfuntide^ but on- f^ ^e ob!* 
ly three Cgfts at high Water, and three Calls ferved in 
at low. Water in. and our, apd every Rug- Mugging- 
Net i| to contain t^^o Inches three Quartern 
in the Meilh wet and dry, and every Bley- 
Net two Inches and half tqrpugjhout, wet aad 
dry, 

22. Item^ That po Fifherman, or other Smclt- 
Peffon whatfoever, Ihall lay. down in the Ri- Leaps, 
vqr qf Thximes Eaftwards, any Smelt-Leap* • 
before St. Pfi«/'s Day yearly, and fo to conti- 

niie till Ggjod Friday next lollQwmg, and no 
loHgen Nor that no Fifherman, or other 
Penon, fltiall lay in the faid River any more 
than only one Wand of eighteen and no more, 
a;^d. AOt tq Uy them down until they be law- 
fully licenfed thereunto by the Lord Mayor or 
IFat^ Bailiffs and none ;q ufe them but 
Fifhermenand Hpufjiolders. 

23. iteviy That no Filherman, or other Ed-Lcapt. 
Perfon ihall lay in the faid River oi Thames 

any Eel-Leaps till fourteen Days after Eafier 
yearly, and fo to continue vji^til Mkha,elmas 
next follQwing : Nor Ihall lay ^y more, qy 
greater Quantity than only two Dozen, and 
no nvH'e 2 ,Nor Ihall lay of the faid Eel-Leaps 
until they be lawfi^Uy Licenfed thereunto, a3 
afqrefaid, ^qd nqt othervife. 

24. Item^ That nq FiftermWj* OP other Ed-Spcer^ 
!Perfan whatfoever, Ihall ufe upon the River 

of Thawfis^ at any Tinp^ of the Year, any 
Spear, called anEel-Spear, or any other Kind 
of Spear whatfoever, tor that they are great 
Deuroyers of young BrQo4> ap4 pther Kind 

of 
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of Filh in great Abundance, and therefbre 
altogether unlawful j no Man to ufe them up- 
on Pain of Imprifonment, and Turther Fine, 
at the Difcretion of the Lord Mayor. 
FoidbU. 25. nm. You (hall further enquire, and 
ing. true Prefentment make, of all fuch Perfons as 

do ufe to go down the River to buy up either 
Fi(h, Vidkuals, or other Commodities, be- 
fore the fame cometh to Billingfgate^ andother 
Keys, being known and appointed Places of 
Sale, Vent, and Difcharge thereof: If you 
know any fuch, you fhall prefent who they 
be, and how often they have fo done. 
Fifhinff ^^' ^^^^> That no Fifherman, or other 
oatof Sea- Perfon whatfoever, (hall work with any Man- 
fon. ner of Net or Engine whatfoever, to take or 
kill any Dace or Roch from the Tenth of 
March J till the Tenth of May yearly, for that 
they do then fhed their Spawn : Nor that they 
take or kill any of the faid Dace, Roch, or 
other Kind of Fifb, out of their due Kind or 
Seafon, nor except they contain in Length ac- 
cording to the true Scantling and Affize, and 
not otherwife. 
Son and 27. //«», You fhall further enquire, and 
Rubbifli. true Prefentment make, whether any Butcher, 
Brewer, Inn-keeper, or any other Perfon or 
Perfons, as well within the City of Londotij 
as in any other Country Town or Village (as 
far as the Liberty of the Lord Mayor cx- 
tendeth) have caft or put mto the faid River, 
any Paunches, Grains, Horfe-dung, or other 
Rubbifb, Soil or Filth whatfoever, to the very 
great Annoyance and Hurt of the faid River, 
on Pain of Imprifonment, and further Fine, 
at the Difcretion of the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
t 
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ien : If you know any fuch, you (hall prefent 
them. 

28. licfHi You Ihall further enquire what 
Royal Fiflies have bceh taken within the Ju- 
riicbdion aftd Royalty of the^ Lord Mayor of 
Londoffi as namely; Whales, Sturgeons, Pbr- 
puiTes, and fuch Hke^ and to prefent the 
Name and Names of all fuch Perfons as fhall 
take them^ to the Lord Mayor of London for 
the Time being. 

29. liemy That no Fiftierman, or other Lanipeni- 
Perion whatfoeveri fhall lay in the faid River ^^» 
oftbames any Lampern-Leaps to take Lam* 

perns before BartbokmeW'Tide yearly, and fd 
to continue till Good Pride^y nor fhall lay any 
more or greater Quantity than only one Rod 
of forty Fathom, attaining feven Dozen of 
Leaps^ and not aboVe : Nor fliall lay any of 
the faid Rods until they fhall be lawfully 
Licenfed by the Lord Mayor of* London^ or 
by his Subflitutc the U^aiet BaiUff for the 
Time being. 

30. Item^ That no Perfon do make or^oin- 
continue any Wharf; Building, or Potgailery, ^^^^\^ 
tr other Purpreftiire^ or Incroachment into,|jeper. 
upon, or over any other Part of the Soilmittcd. 
ot the faid River, whereby the faid River 

may be in the leaft diminifhed^ nor any Way 
annoy or prejudice the ^d River^ or the 
common Psd^^ therein, or hurt the Banks 
thereof. 

31. Lafilj^ BECAaSE the Number of Rules to 
Rlhcrmcn do daily incrcafc, and not onlybco^^cN 
Fifliectten, but alfo a great Number of Cable- p-^^^^^ 
Hangers and T«delinen, fuch as were never and o- 

Q boundther9. 



82 The CONSERVACY of 

bound Apprentice to the Craft and Science 
, ot Fifhing, to the great Hurt of the River^ 
and hindrance of Fifliermen, the faid River 
being not able to relieve and fuccour,. the 
multiplicity of thena being fo great : It is now 
ordained^ That every Fiftierman, dweifing. 
near unto the faid River, that doth take and 
receive into his or their Cuftody, any Ap- 
prentice to the faid Trade of Fifliing, fhaJl, 
within one Month next after, rep^r unto the 
Water Bailiff of London^ to have his Inden- 
ture written and engroffed, to the End that 
after he may prefent him to the Chamber- 
lain of London to be enrolled, according 
to the ancient Cuftom : And not to receive 
any Apprentice under the Term of Seven 
Years, and at the End and Expiration of the 
faid Term, the Matter of the faid AppFen- 
tice do again prefent him to the faid Water 
Bailiffs to be by him admitted and allowed 
a Fiflierman. And finally. You fhall en- 
quire and true Prefentment make, by the 
Oaths that you and every of you have taken, 
whether any Fiftierman, or other Perfon what- 
foever they be, have with any Manner of 
Net or Engine offended or mifufed himfelf 
in Fiftiing within the faid River, or whether 
they have any Manner of Ways made De- 
ftruftion of the Brood and Fry of any Kind 
of Fifti therein contained, contrary to the 
good and ancient Laws, Ordinances and 
Conftitutions of the faid River of Thames. 
And to make a true, perfect, and faithful 
Prefentment of all other Kind of Enormities, 
Hurts, Offences, and Annoyances, touching 
as well Fifliermen as any other Perfon or 

Perfons 
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Pcrfons within the faid Jurifiliftion, being 
any manner of Ways hurtful or ofFenfive to 
the fame. Again^ 

yit a Court of Aldermen, the Tenth of 
July, 1673, ah Order was made as foU 
hwetb ', viz. 

*^J^HIS Court eonlidering the great Orders for 

* JL Decay of the Fifhing-Trade in the the Prcfer- 

* River of TbameSy and conceiving the Draw- ^^ p^; 

* ing the Shores (of late fo frequently prac- 

* tifed) is the chief Ground thereof, as tend- 

* ing to the great Prejudice and utter De- 

* ftrudlion of the Brood and Fry of all Sorts 

* of Fifli, did thereupon this Day ftriftly or- 

* der and enjoin. That no Perfon do hereafter 

* prefume to draw the Shores in the River of 

* Thames^ upon any Pretence whatfoever, at 

* any Time or Seafon of the. Year, either 

* with lawful or unlawful Nets, fave only for 

* Salmons, in Rooms appointed and fet out 

* for that Purpofe by this Court : And that 

* none do fifli for Salmons in fuch Rooms^ 
' but only fuch as Jftiall be impowered there- 

* unto under the Seal of the Mayoralty of this . 

* City : And alfo that none fifh with a Net 

* under fix Inches in the Meifh, upon Pain 

* that every Offender (hall forfeit for cveiy 

* fuch Oflfience his Nets, and pay as a Fine 

* the Sum of Twenty Pounds, and fuffer Im*- 

* prifonment, during the Pleafure of the Court. 

* And to the Efld more diligent and ftrid 

* Search' may for the future be made upon 

* the faid River than heretofore hath been, or 

G 2 • poffibly 
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* poflibly can be, by one fing^e Peribn, for 

* fuch as fi(h with unlawful Nets, at unlawful 

* Times, and in* unlawful Manner ;. the Wa- 

* ter Bailiff for the Time being, is by this 

* Court Qrdered and impowcred, from Time 

* to Time,, to authorize two or more honeft 

* Fifhermen,, in fuch Town and Places als he 

* (hall think convenient,, as well below as a- 

* bove the Bridge, to be Affiftant to him b the 

* Execution of his Duty ; and when they (hall 

* think fit, to go out and fearch for any iuch 

* Offenders,, and to take away their Nets, and 

* give their Names to Mr. Water Bailiff j that 

* he may take effeftual Care, that they be 

* feverely proceeded a^nft according ta 

* Law/ 

Wagftaffe. 

To which it cannot be improper to add 
one of the Articles of the Charge of the 
Wardmote' s Inqueft * ; viz. and alfo of divers 
odier Things ordained by A& ot Common 
Council of this City for the Redrefs and A- 
mendment of the faid River, which as now 
is in great Decay and Ruin, and will be in a 
fhort Time paft all Remedy, if high and fub- 
ftantial Provifions, and great Help, be not 
had with all Speed and Diligence poffibfe, as 
more plafaily appeareth in the iaid Adk of 
Common Council of this City. Alfo, if any 
Manner of Perfon or Perfons, caft or lay 
«ny Dung, Ordure, Rubbifti, Sea-coal, Duft, 

** At a genend Quarter Sefficms of thePeaee, keM at 
X^uildhall on 13 i%, 1698, tiKMbfy Edwin, Loud 
Mayor. 

Ruflies, 
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Ihilhes, or any other Thing noyant in the 
River Yhamesy IValbrook^ Fleet y or other 
Ditches of this City, or in the open Streets, 
Wnys, or Lanss wimin the City. 

KjioM hence it is eafy to colleft the Rea- 
fon "why, upon Revival of the Fifherman's 
Company, the Parliament * refirained all the 
By-Laws to be made by them tp the Appro- 
batitm of, and fubmitted them to be altered or 
emended by the Court of JLord Mayor and 
Aldermen of the City of London^ and withal 
rcfervingto theirOfficer^ xhtff^ater Bailiffs his 
antient Fees, or 30/. per Annum^ in lieu 
thereof^ over and ^ve the Benefit of grant- 
ing of Licences for Fifhing in the feveral Sea- 
fons^ to be ftili continued to him, and a 
Right of bcin^ ono of the Wardens of the Com- 
pany. 

This Regulation produced a new Set of 
By-Laws^ which by the Diflblution of the 
Company, are now of no Force, and pity it 
i^ that they are fo, as they would undoubt^ 
cdly be of very great IJfe (I mean thofe which 
relate to the Fimery) ia prefcrving the fan^e* 

But this Aft no where reftr^cd the Con- 
feryator of the Thames^ from making fuch 
Orders, as fhould be thought necefiary for 
the Prefervation of the Fry, and the Navi- 
gation of the River oi tbames\ wherefore 
in the Yew i74i« Sir Daniel Lambert^ Knt. 
being then Lord Mayor, and Confervator of 
the River of Xbaimes^ and Waters of Mid- 
way ^ at the Requeft of the Court of Alder*- 
^en» added ieveral good and wholtfome 

^ 9 Jtm^^ Cap. laau 

G 3 Orders 
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Orders to thofe of Sir Robert D^cy^ afore- 
faid ; as foUoweth, viz. 

ORDERS Jevifed and agreed vfon * 
hy the Right Honourable Daniel Lam- 
bert, Efq\ Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, Confervator of the J^ver of 
Thames, Waters gf Med way, and Ri- 
ver Lee, for the Confervation and Pre- 
fervation of the Spawn^ Broody and Fry 
ofFiJh therein, asfolhwetb. 

Howun- TlV^PRIMIS, To the End, all unlawful 
N^^^Wf J[ Nets, and Engines, and other Abufes, 
may be . offered to the Prejudice, and Deftruftion of 
difcovered, the Fiftiery, within the Jurifdiftion of the 
and the Lord Mayor of London^ may be difcovered, 
SeT'^d the Offenders punifhed, * 
Nq Net It is ordained. That no Net under the 
under two Affize of two Inches and half in the Meifli, 
^"h^tfihaU ^^^ ^ worked, or wrought, by any Perfon 
be worked ufingthe Art, Myftery, or Craft of a Filher- 
above man, at any Time of the Year, above i?/Vi&- 
Richmond fnond Crane, upon the River of ^bames^ by 
on rtie^Ri- ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^T prejudicial and deftruftive 
ver of ^^ *^hc ^^'i ^d spawn of Fiih, there being 
Thames., no Seafoji of Smelts above that Place ; 
l^ot to ufe Nor fhall ufe any Net in that Work, cal- 
^yN^^^^Ied Beating of the Bufh, Flag, or Reed, 
Affize than which (hall' be of lefs Aflize than three Inches 
aforcfaid. in the Meifli : 

Nor to ufe NoR fhall ufe any Weights or Stones to 
Weights their Nets, upon forfeiture of Forty Shillings 
^Stones, for each Offence. 
^^' : ' . Iton^ 
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//m, That no Pike-Net, or other Net or No Pike- - 
Engine, ihall be wrought or drawn over the^^.'* ^^• 
Weeds, for catching of Pikes^, by any Perfon drawn^o- 
ufing the Art, Myftery, or Craft of a Fifher- ver the 
man, .within the Jurifdiftion aforefaid ; by Weeds on 
Reafon it is deftruAive to, and occafioneth ^^'^^^y ^^ 
the driving off all other Fifti out of the^°^* 
Weftern Rivers, which otherwife would lie, 
and Breed and Spawn, in die faid Weeds, 
upon the like Penalty and Forfeiture of Forty 
Shillings for every fuch Offence. 

Item^ That no Perfon ufing the Art, NoPer- 
Myftery, or Craft of a Filherman, (hall atfonfhall 
any. Time, within, the faid Jurifdiftion, bend ^^f^^ 
any Net by Anchors, orotherwife thwart the Anchors, 
Channel, and fo as to dr-aw another Net into fa^c . 
it, whereby the Spawn of Barbel, and other "pon tb* 
Fifh may be deftroyed, upon the Forfeiture J^™ 
of Forty Shillings for every fuch Offence. '^°^' 

Item^ That no fuch Perfon fhall Draw, No perfoa 
Work, or Land, any Net for Salmon, of a'° ^^^^ 
leffer Affize than three Inches in the Meilh,^^^*^ • 
from the Tenth of Marcb^ until the Four- lefs Affize 
teenth of September^ in any Part of the River ^^^an ^^''ce 
dLthamesy from K^pih Weftward, to thej^jf^^^jj^ 
City of London Mark-Stone above Staines Mei(h, orT 
Bridge^ upon Forfeiture of Forty Shillings Penalty of 
for -every fuch Offence. 40 J- 

//tfw>THAT no fuch Perfon Ihall Band, No Perfon 
or ufe the Trade of Banding, within the Ju- ^^^J^JJ* 
rifdidion aforefaid, at any Time of the Year, ^i^^^Xr 
except between the, firft Day of November^ i. and 
and the firft Day of March yearly : Nor (hall March \ , 
ufe any more than twelve Bands at a Time, ^l^l^^^^ 
nor above one hundred Hooks upon each ,2 Bands 
B^nd'i nor. Ihall lay down within the Jurifdic- and iqq 
4 tion 
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Hooks up- tion aforefaid, any more, or othw Bands \\ 
pncach ^j^^ niean Time, whilft thofe twelve Bands 
tenJty"ofare baited afrefh, upon Forfeiture of Forty 
40 J. Shillings for every fuch Offence. 
How to item^ For the more cafy finding out of 
Offendlrs Offenders, their Names and Places of Abode j 
rifliCTmen ^'^ ^^ further ordered, That every Perfon 
to have who fh^l fifli with a Boat, within the Jurifr 
their diction aforefaid, after the twenty-fifth Day of 
^^^rT ^^^^^^^» ^74^ '^^ have on his Boat both 
LTtheir^ his Chriftian and Sirnamc, apd alfo the Name 
Place of of the Paf ilh in which he dwclleth, legibly 
^J)o4c. painted in fpme convenient Place, where any 
one may fee and read the fame ; on Forfeiture 
of Twenty Shillings fpr every Time he fhalj 
afl contrary hereunto. 
Ko Perfon //^^ That no Perfon or Perfpns what«. 
^toV^^ focver ftall, at apy Time or Times here^ 
without after, upon any Scafon or Scafons whatfoever, 
leave firft go out to fifli for Smelts, Shads, or any 
pteained p^^^ pijjj whatfpevcr ; Or lay Leaps, or Rodfs 
Watl- ^^r ^^^^' ^ ^"7 ^\wt within the jyrifdiAion 
Bailiff, aforefaid, without Leaye, juid a Licence firft 
had and obtained, under the Hand and Seal of 
the Wat^ Bailiffs for the Time being) who 
fhall have and receive, for every fuch Li- 
fence, the fame Fees and Duties, as have 
been immemorialjy paid, and allowed to the 
Water BaiUf for every Licence : And that 
^f.J[ff^^ the faid Water Bailiffl Jot the Time being 
apiw^t ^^^'» fro^ Ti^^ to Time, liniit jmd appoint 
proper the proper and refpeftivc Times and Seafons 
leafonsfoirfor fijie ^aid Fi(hermens going fprlh ?o fife : 
iflang- And that upon every fuch Occafion, all, and 
every of the faid Fifha-men, fhall, upon 
dye Summons or Nptice given^ re^ir to the 

f«4 
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Ldfuhny there to receive and take out ^^ff/'^ 
feveral and refpeftive Licences for fuch their |^,^' 
goii^ forth to Fifh ; and tp hear the Ords- due N<p- 
nances for the Prefervation of the Fifhery, ^«» ^n 
pubikkly and openly read, to the End that ^^y ^ 
they may the better obfcrve syid keep the faid ^ ' 
Ordmances; and that none go out to filb, 
without fuch a Grant or Licence ; and that 
every Fiflierman offending herein, fhall for- 
feit and pay Five Pounds for every fuch Of- 
fence. 

Itm^ For the better Prevention of vifing^^^' 
unlawful Craft, by fiihii^ with unlawful Nets ing with 
or Engines : uiSawful 

It is further ordained. That any Perfon or ^^®- 
PerfonSi Fiftiermen, or Others, who fhall be J^^^^^*" 
authorized thereunto by the Wat^ -^^'l/fi for authorized 
the Time being, fh^l^ and may^ from Time by the 
to Time, and at all Times, quietly and^^f 
peaceably, enter into any Boat or Bpats, VefTel ^^^^* 
or VeflTels, belonging to any Perfon or Pcrfons, J^^h 
ufii^ the Art or Craft of fifting in any Wa* Fifhing 
ter or Waters within the Jurifdiftionaforefaid, Boa^ at 
to view and fearch for all unfizeable and un-*"^ Twos. 
lawRil Nets and Engines, and for any Fiih 
which they (hall fufpeA to be taken, killed, 
or d^ftroyed, contrary to the Laws and Sta<- 
tutes q| this Kingdom i atic| the fiune unlaw- 
ful Nets and Engihes to feisi^e and take away, 
and bring to the H^atir Bailiff (with the 
Names of every fuch Oi&hder, that they may 
be proceeded againfl: according to Law) and 
to fe|23e and take away the Fifli fo . t^n and 
deftroyed, contrary to the faid Laws, and to 
diffcribute the &^ 9|nong the Poor : And 
I >yhofbever 



90 72^ CoNSEHVACY of 

Not to re- whofoever fhall refift or difhirb the faid 
fiftthe Water Bailiffs and his Deputies, or any of 
Baihff or ^^"^ ^ ^'^ Execution of their lawful Office 
his I3^pu- or Employment, of fcarching for and feizing 
tics on unlawful Nets, Engines or Fifh, as aforc- 

^^"u^k ^**^' ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ P^y Twenty Marks 
40 Marks. ^^ j^wful Money of England for every fuch 

Offence. 

In fine, That the Lord Mayor of London 
has Power of making fuch Orders and Re- 
gulations, as may be conducive for the better 
Prefervation of the Navigation and Fijbery of 
this River, it may more fuUy appear from thefe 
few general Obfervations -, viz. 

Firft^ By Virtue of his peculiar Conferva- 

torfhip herein, -he, more than any other 

Confervator, has the Power of folely punifli- 

ing, and even imprifoning Offences commit^ 

• ted therein. 

Secondly^ Bv the antieilt Cuftom of the 
City, who hath made fuch Orders, Time out of 
Mind, as may appear in fome Meafure from 
the Antiquity of the above recited Orders. 

Thirdly^ It may be alfo obfervable, that ape- 
cuUar Refervation is made of the City's Power 
in making fuch Orders, not only in the two 
Charters granted to the Filhcrmen's Com- 
pany, the one by King Charles the Firft^ and 
jthe other by King James the Second -y as: like- 
wife by Statute 9 Jnna^ Cap. xxvi.. wherein 
the faid Company are empbweredlto make 
By-Laws for their Rule and Governmcni: in 
Fiftiing, &ff. but not without their being "firft 
offered to the Lord Mayor and Court of ^Al^ 
4crmen, for their Approbation, Alteriktion, 

Additicm 
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Addition or Amendment ; and which likewifc 
feems as if even herein, the City had fo far, 
for the Good of the Fifhery, made fuch ^ 
Delegation or Conceflion of their Right in fo 
doing, as Filhermen are naturally more capa- 
ble of forming good and proper Laws, for the 
Prefervation thereof. 

I CANNOT conclude this hiftorical Account 
of the Power of the Confervator of the Ri- 
ver of Thames^ without adding two neceflary 
Obfervations : The one is, concerning Tim- 
bers that lie floating and a-drift on the River, 
to the Prejudice either of the Navigation or 
Fijheryj and as fuch are feizable by the Wa- 
ter BailiS^ ; the other is, in Regard to the 
Ufe of Stops and Hatches, or Stakes and 
Piles, erecled in the faid River, for the Taking 
of Lamprons, and other Fifh. 

In Regard to the firft Obfervation, it ap- obferva- 
pears, that upon Complaint made to the Lord tion conr 
Mayor, concerning fome annoying Timbers ^^^"i"g^ 
in TilburyHopCj below Grave/end, dangerous TimbCT 
to Paflengers, and deftruftive to the young ^c. ' 
Brood of Filh, and to Fifliermens Nets ; they 
were, by his honourable Care, and the Pains, 
and Diligence of his Deputy, the fVater-Bai^ 
liff (being thereto, by his Office and Place 
warrantably direfted) all taken up, and con- 
veyed to Guildhall in London^ as an Exam- 
ple to all that Ihould dare to offend in the 
like Nature, or prefume to prejudice fuch an 
honourable Courfe of Fifliing •, and were it 
not that the Water Bailiffs in Vertue of his 
Office, has fuch a Right of feizing, or cauf- ' 

N, B. Alfofec Fifliermens two Charters, p. 137, i43t 
^Jx}at Prifu,. ' 
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ing to be feizcd, all Drifts, or Waifs, as 
Boats, Timbers, Anchors, Cables, floating, 
or found as a-drift, and putting them in feve- 
ral proper appointed, publick Places, where a- 
ny one might at all Times,^ examine into the 
fame : What great Loffes would the Govern- 
ment, and efpecially the Timber Merchants, 
otherwife fuftain, who fo frequently have fuch 
confiderable Quantities of Timbers driven a- 
way on the breaking of a hard Froft, extraordi- 
nary high Tides, or by tempeftuous and windy 
Weather, and which would either float away 
out to Sea, betaken up by Ships outward bound, 
or fecreted, and cut up by fome of the Inhabi- 
tants adjoining to the ^bames, which two laft 
Aftions are but too frequently practifed, to the 
t-ery great Lofs of the proper Owners, and who 
juftly claim, and cry out for Relief and Renpc- 
dy herein •, and which was fo apparent in King 
Charles I. and King Jameses Time, that in their 
Charter, granted to the Filhermen, there is a 
particular Injunction on the Company, to in* 
form the Lord Mayor, or the ff^ater Bailiffs 
of all Drifts, or Concealments of fuch. 
Obferva- ^^ Regard to the fecond Obfervation. It is 
tion con- highly neceflary for the Confervator of this 
cerning great, and navigable River, to have Power to 
^r* ^'^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ River of Stops and Hatches, as 
has been fhewn ; and in Confequence of the 
faid Power, he, between the Years, 1 5 1 5, and 
1518, caufed the River of Thames Weftward, 
to be cleared of about Seventy-nine Stops, or 
Hatches, confiding of feveral great Stakes, and 
Piles, erefted by Fiftiermen, for their private 
Lucre, and (landing dangeroufly for PaflTen- 
gers; but none of thefe are now left, except 

fuch 
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fuch as ftand out of the paffable high Stream, 
that can prejudice none. 
For * otherwife^ fays Mr. Stcw^ * they ferve 

* as a great Succour, to the young Brood and 

* Fry, being planted at the Waters Bottom, 

* ahd placed (o-temotely on the River, that 

* they relieve and comfort many poor Fiflier- 
' men, thereon dwelling. Befides, in the great 

* He2^ and Draught of Summer, when Wa- 

* ter is ufually moft fcanty, thefe Stops are 

* theCaufe of raifing the Waters fo high, that 

* Barges may well and fafely pafs with all 

* Kinds of Goods, to our antient Mother Ci- 

* ty ; whereas elfe they would be grounded, 

* how many foever, and be void of Paflage, 

* by lownels of the Water.* 

Another beneficial Matter in thefe Stops, 
is ; that as they neceflarily muft be drove in 
fuch fhallow Places of the River, as where, in 
Scarcity of Water, no Barge can pals, fo they 
muft confequently be ferviceable to the Barge- 
men, not only in fhewing them where to avoid, 
in the Day Time, running a-ground, but are 
iikewife a g#od Signal for the preventing their 
fo doing ift the Night Time. 

Thus I have proved the City of Z^^is^^'sju- 
rifdiflion over the River Tbams\ as alfo I 
have produced thofe Laws now Extant, which 
frotn Time to Time have been enafted, in 
Porfuance to the faid Authority, and Jurif- 
didkMi, Therefore, the next Thing is to fhcw 
in tv^hat Manner, and by what Officers the 
City ei^eclitites the faid Power. 

Ik Right oi diis Power, the Lord Mayor 
• VoL u Page 45* 

of 
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ThtCky^s of London holds a Court at fuch Times ind 
^®*^^^ Places as he fliall appoint, and dircft, withiir^^ 
Confcnra-^ MM^^;r and £^y on the North Shorey down * . 
in Kenf and Surry ^ on the South-Side thie faid . 
River. , - 

In this Court he ufually fits- judicially, eighr 
Times Yearly, for the better maintaining of 
the Cities Rights and Pri^leges, on the faid 
River, and hath a Power of fummoning four 
Juries out of the Inhabitants of thefe faid Coun^ • 
ties, to whom an Oath is adminiftred, to-make.. 
Inquifition after all Offences committed on the. 
faid Rivet, B.nd Medway^ and thefe go/up 
the River, as far as Stain* s Bridge ; and down' 
the River, as far as the Points of iti next the 
Sea, to examine and enquire, according to the * 
abovefaid Rules and Orders ; and according 
to the Verdid: of thefe Juries, the Court pro- 
ceeds to the Punifhment of all TranfgrefTipns 
of Fifhermen, or others, that create any Hurt 
or Damage to the Thames^ or Fry, £5?^. 
But fometimes, thefe Seffions of the Con* 
By whom fervacy, have been omitted for a. long Time* 
omitted. The Lord Mayors, in the Reign of King 
James the Firft^ had not held this Court in 
divers Years, till the Year 1 6 1 6, when Sir John 
Revived Jolks, Knt. Lord Mayor, and divers Aldermen, 
by Sir and the other Officers, and Gentlemen, went 
7^^ in their Barges in great State, taking Water 
^ at Billingfgati^ and fo to Gravefend^ where they 

fat upon the Confervacy ; at 'which Time and 
Place, a Jury of Freeholders of the faid. Coun- 
ty , being fwprn to enquire of all Offences eom- 
mitted in any Part of that River, within the 
faid County, Mafter-Comnion Serjeant deli- 
vered them a Charge to this EffeA, viz. 

' That 
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* That, fbrafmuch, as there had not been The com- 
any Seflions o£ Confcrvacy itn many Years ?«>nScr- 
pafl:, kept by any Lord Mayor of London^^^^ 
in that Place, it was-.probaWe they could concern- 
not be well informed^ neither of the Lord ing the 
Mayor's Jurifdidion, and Power to reform ^^^ 
Annoyances and Offences there, nor of the the Con- 
Nature of ihe Serdce, by them to be per- fervacy of 
formed, in the CoHlrfe of tficir Enquiry -, and the 
therefore he thojight fit to make known un-^^**''- 
to them, both the one and the other. 



♦ And hereupon he fliewed them, that the 
JurifdiAion of the City of Londtm^ in the Ri- 
ver of "Thames^ from Staines Bridge, weftward, 
unto the Points of the River, next to the Sea, 
eaftward, appeareth to belong to the City in 
Manner and Form as foUoweth ; both in Point 
of Right, and Point of Ufage. 



In Point of 
Right 



s 



I. 

2. 

3- 

4- 

5- 
6. 



10. 



By Prefcription. 

By Allowance in Eyre. 

By antient Charters. 

By Afts of Parliament. 

By Inquifitions. 

By Decrees upon hearings 

Coram Rege iffoy £s? in Ca* 

mera Stdlata. . 
By Letters Patents. 
By Proclamati(ms. 
By Reports of King's Coim* 

cii. 
By a ^0 IVarranto. 
By Records in the lr(mer. 
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In Point of 
Usage. 
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-I. By andcnt Ordmances. 

z. By Puniflmient of OflFendersw 

3* By Writs of Precepts. 

4. By Accounts of thargej of 
Searches^ from' 17 Richard U9 
tx> Chiecn EMfgketb. 

5* By Commiflion. 

6. By contmual Claim, erer fince 
I the 37 ifdi. VIIL 

Erji m Point qf KiOUT. 

By Pre- Bv Prcfcripiiany as appeareth by an anttent 
fcription. Book, called, DufUberne. That, Civitatis Fm- 
dationis^ adificationUi^ tt Com/truiiiems^ Caufa 
er^t Thamefis Fhvius^ &Q. i. e. The River 
^baims<^ was the Caufe of the firft Founding! 
Erefting, and Building of the City : The Go- 
vernment of which, both City and River, as 
well the Chiefs, the Mayors, the Keepers, the 
Sheriffs, the Aldermen, and eminent Men of 
the faid City» hitherto have obtained and hold* 
Whence he inferred^ that thp Government of 
the River hach belonged to the City, Time 
out of Mind. 

A. D. 1347. * y^rienCovintfyfOnt of the 
^r^ of LondoKy was by the Mayor and 
Aldermen, fent to retiiove cermin Kid4dlsy 
that annoyed the River of Thames and Med- 
/ way ; who iila^£<ktdand virjks Mare^ did take 
4i]Ven Perfon3 diac were Offenders, and did 
Imprifon them: Whereupon Complaint be- 
ing made «o King Ikmy lU, who upon hear- 

• An. tu Hh. Xtl. 

ing 
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ing of the faid Matter, before the faid King 
Henry -, the Qties Jurifdiftion was fet forth; 
and allowed, and the Complainants convicted, 
and every of them at lo /. and the Amerce- 
ments adjudged to the City ; and their Nets, 
were afterwards, burned by Judgment^ given 
by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen in the Huf- 
tings *. 

. ^. D. 1377 f. Writs were direded to the 
Sheriffs of Kent arid EJfex^ reciting the Cities 
Title, with Command' not to fuffer the Citi- 
zens of London^ to be molefted^ contrary to 
the Liberties formeHy granted^ and allowed 
unto them. 

By AUovirance iil Eyre; A. D. i ^Gy j. Befor6 By Allows 
Hugh Migot, being Juftice itenerant, the She-.^^cc in 
riffs and Citizens of London; Were called in ^^®* 
Queftion, for their Jurifdiftion exef cifed on the 
Ri^er of Thames. Before Whom it wa^ found, 
by a Jury in Southwark^ that none had any ~ 
Right and Title in the Thames^ as far as the 
new fVhirl Pool^ but the Citizens of Londoh 
only. 

A. D, 13 20 Hi the Conftable of the 757W(f^ 
wai indifted by divers Wards of London^ be- 
fore the Juftice in Eyre; ^t the Towet'y con- 
cerning Kiddals fet in the Thames^ which ^ it 
feems, the faid Conftable had received Con- 
fideration for §. The Conftable anfweredj aS 

♦ TBomas Legge^ Mayor. And it is fyrthct ttc6tdtd iii 
the 3 7 H€9i. Ill . I z 5 2. Tl>at eoJefh Anno ante Penteccflen^ 
Vidcomtes Londoh, quia Aqu^ Tatnefi^ pertinent ad Lend. 
per Precept urn iiS, Dbm. Regis deriverunt omnes alios Gur* 
gites a Lond st/quepiare, Joan.TholosMine, Ma^or, f i Richr 
II. S^seio/as Bremlyr, Mkyor. J 41 tifn. ill. Jam^ 
Jfotre^w, Mayor. y 14 EdiAj. II, J See Li^; 

Anfijy Reg. p. 156^ 

H to 
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to the Kiddals, that the Juftices had not }u-^ 

rifdiftion cut of London \ and that the afore* 

' faid Kiddals were in other Counties : But the 

Juftices faid, that the Water of the ^bames^ as 

tar as the Sea, belonged to the City of L$n^ 

4on ; and, if he pleafed, he might bring in 

his Anfwcr. Who then pleaded, not Guilty *♦ 

Ch^SSr^ By antient Charters, King Richard tbi Firft, 

^^^^* the Son of Henry the Second^ granted \ and 

firmly commanded, that all the Kiddals that 

are in the Thames be taken away, wherefoever 

they are in the Thames. 

King John ' granted, and firmly com* 
manded, that all the Kiddals that are in the 
Thames, or the Medway^ be taken away, and 
that no other Kiddals be placed in the Thames^ 
or in the Medway^ upon Pain of forfeiture of 
10 L Sterling. 

Likewise (in this fame Charter) be fays, 
« We have clearly quitclaimed all that, which 
« the Keepers of the Tower of London were 

* wont Yearly to receive of the faid Wears ; 

* Wherefore we will, and ftedfaftly command, 
-• that no Keeper of the faid Tower^ at any 

* Time hereafter, exaft any Thing from any 

* Body, nor trouble or moleft any Perfon, by 
^ • Reafon of the faid Wears •, for it is fufiki^ 

* ently manifefted, and by the rjght Heverend 

* Hubert^ Archbifhop of Canterbury^, and by 

* other of our- faithful Subjefts, it is fuflici- 

* ently given Qs to underftand, that very great 

* Detriment and Difcommodiry hath grown 

* to our faid City of laondon^ and alfo to our 

^ * Nicholas Faryngaone, Mayor. ^ Jn.i\^6. Henry 
Titx-Mwyn^ Mayor. ^ Jn thcfirft Year ofhisReigD, 

and-^. Z?/ii99, Hgnry Fhx-Al'wjn, Mayer. 

< . [ Realm, 
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* Realm, by Occafion of thefe Wears, tSc. 
« fcfr.* He then urged the famous Char- 
ter •* of the nth of King Henry the Thirdi 
A. D. 1226, were it is faid : ' We have 

* grauntedi and ftedfaftly commdunded, that 

* al the Wears that ben in than^Sy or in Med- 

* w^y by Medwey^ where that ever they be' 

* in TbamySy or in Medwey, be done away; 
' And that from hens forwarde ho Weris be 
' fett in fhamysy nor in Medwey^ upon forfei- 

* ture of lb /. 

* ALlso we daymc quyte to oiir Citezens of 

* London^ al that the Conftables of our Toitroi 
' London was wont to take of the fame Weris i 

* wherefore we wyll, and ftedfaftly command, 

* thatnoConftableof theT(?«r, any Tymc froni 

* hens forwarde any Thing axe, or any Graunte 

* do, to any of the fame Cite, by Enchefon of the 

* fame Weris. It is knowne in owe to us, and 
' (by) our trewe Men do us to underftonde, that 

* moft Prayeng and lafte Profyre might fall to ' 

* the fame Cite^ and to al theRealme, by En- 

* chefon of the fame Weris, which we make for 

* ever firme, and ftable to the fame Cite/ We 
have alfo granted to the fame, that they en- 
joy well, and in Peace, freely and quietly, all 
their Liberties which hitherto' they have ufed^ 
as well in the City of London;^ as without, as 
well in the Waters as Land, and in all other 
Places. 

And in this fame King's Reign^ fuch a 
particular Regard is had to the City, that in 
the i/;th Article of MagHaCbarta^ it is cx- 

«» See the antient Book, called tht Cuftgrns of London^ 
liicbard Ranger t Mayor, 

H 2 prefly 
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prefly ftipulated, that the City of London (hall 
nave all its antient Privileges, and free Cuf- 
toms, as well by Land as by Water '. 

And ffays Mr. Slrype) there is a Record of 
1 Edw^ III, allowing the City Liberty to re- 
move artd take away the Kiddals in the Water 
oi Thames and Medway \ "Whereby alfo the 
Sheriffs of all the Counties, on whicH. the 
Thames wafhed, were commanded, not to hin- 
' der or interrupt the City of Ld?»^(9», in remo- 
ving and taking away the faid Kiddals ; and 
that they have and enjoy the Penalties, that 
thence belong to us ^** 

In the 68 Article of a Charter, granted to 
the City oi London by King Richard the Second^ 
are thefe Words : 

* And that the fame Citizens remove, and 

* do away al the Weris in Tbamys and Med- 

* way^ and that they have the Punifliments 

* thereof belonging to us.' 

Likewise in the 73d Article, are thefe 
Words : 

* And that the Conftable of the Tower of 

* London make no Prefcs by Land nor by 

* Water, of Vitayle, or any other Thynge, 
« whatfoever they ben, of Men of the forefaid 

* Cite, nor non other, coming to the Cite, 
' or going out •, nor he fhajl not arreften be 

* ony Maner Way, Shipes, nor Botes bryng- 

* ing, or ledyng Vitayles, or other Merchan- 

* dyfes, to the Cite, or for (fro) the Cite 

* forefaid ^. 

« See Matt. Parts Hift. AngL f A. D, 1328, Joim 
Grauntham, Mayor. S Nicholas Brembyr, Mayor. 

And this I apprehend is the Charter granted in Parliament 
to the City of Lontlon in Rich. II. in which I am con- 
firmed by Gy/Ws Rcc. Turr. 294, 466, &c. 

And 
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And King James the Firji, in Order to re- 
move, and take away all Doubts and Contro- 
verfies of the City's not having a Right >to the 
Jurifdidion, and Confcrvacy of the Thames^ 
both for the prefent as well as future Times, 
did» by his Letters Patents *, grant, ratify, 
and confirm, to the City of London^ the Con- 
fcrvacy of the faid River of Thames, and Wa- 
ters of Medvoay, in Manner following : 

* Wherbas our Beloved Mayor, and Com- 

* monalty, and Citizens of our City of Lon^ 

* don. Time out of Mind, have had, exer- 

* cifed, and ought to have and exercife the 

* Office of Bailiff and Confervator oi the Wa- 

* ters of ThameSy to be cxercifed and occupied 

* by the Mayor of the faid City, for the Time 

* being, during the Time of his Mayoralty ; 

* pr by his fufficient Deputies, in, upon and 
' about, the Waters of Thames fthat is to fay) 
' from the Bridge of the Town of S fains, in 

* the County of Middlefex, and towards the • 

* Eaft unto London- Bridge, and from thence 

* unto a certain Place, called Kendall, other- 

* wife Tenland, othcrwife Tenlett, towards the 
' Sea, and Eaft, and in Medway, and in the 

* Port of the Cjty of LfOndon aforefajd •, and 

* upon whatfoever Bank, and upon every 

* Shore, and upon every Wharf of the faid 

* Water of Thames, within the Limits and 
^ Bounds aforefaid, and in and upon, and a- 
' bout all and every of them/ 

? And alfo for all the Time aforefaid, have 
^ had and taken, and ought, and have accuf- 

• P^tpd 3 Jac, iSo^yJug. to. 

H 2 * tomed 



102 The CoNSERVACy •/ 

* tomed to have and take, to their own pro-f 
. f per Ufc, by the Mayor of the fame City for 

^ the Time bdng, during the Times of Mar 

* yoralty, or by his fufficient Deputies, all 

* Wages, Rewards, Fees, and Profits, belong- 
^ ing to the fame Office of Bailiff.* 

* And further, of our fpecial Grs^ce, and 

* certain Knowledge, and meer Motion, we 
' have granted, and, by thefe Prefents, for 
-* us, our Heirs and Succeflbrs, do grant to 

* the faid Mayor and Commonalty, and Citi- 
f zens, and their Succeffors, that they may 

* exercife and execute the faid Office of Bailiff 

* and Confervator of the Water of liames, 

* by the Mayor of the faid City for the Time 
f being, during the Time of his Mayoralty, 
f or by his fufficient Deputies, from Time tQ 

* Time, for ever, in, upon, or about the fame 
« Water of Thames (that is to fay) from the 

* Bridge of Sfains to the Bridge of London^ 

* and from thence to a certain Place, called 
' Tenland^ otherwife Yenket^ towards the Sea, 
« and towards the Eaft, and Medway^ and in 
< the fort of the City bf London kforefaid } 

* and upon whatever Bank, Shore, and Wharf, 

* of the fame Waters of Thames^ within the 
« Limits and Bounds aforefaid, in, upon, and 

* about every one of the fame ; and to receive 
' and collcft, enjoy all and fingular Wages, 

* Rewards, Fees, and Profits, to the lame 

* Office of Bailiff pertaining, to the proper 

* Ufe of the faid Mayor of the fame City, for 
^ the Time b<eing, during the Time of his 
^ Mayoralty, or by his fufficient Deputies, ^c. 

• ^Bemy Ho/lid^ Mayor. 

KlVQ 
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Kino Charles th^ Firft grants * all Recog- 
nizances taken, or to be taken, for the Secu- 
rity of the Peace, or good BthavioUr ; with 
all Recognizances taken in the Court for the 
River of Thames, and all Things thereunto 
appertaining 5 as likewife ail Fines, Amercia- 
ments, and Penalties, adjudged by the Mayor* 
fcff. relating, or any Ways belonging to his 
faid Courts, as Conlervator of the River of 
Thames^ without Account. 

All which Grants, or Charters, were, af- 
ter the Reftoration of the Royal Family, re- 
peated, and confirmed by King Charles the 
Second^ in the 15th Year of his Reign, on the 
24th of J tine ^ 1663. And though, by the 
Advice of evil Council, he was afterwards 
perfuaded to include London in the common 
Scheme to enflave the Nation, by feizing all 
Charters into his own Hands ; that iniquitous 
Defign, purfued by his Brother, King James 
the Second J was over- ruled by Providence, and 
their ^0 warrantos not only reverfed, but the 
City Privileges and Charters were more ftrong- 
ly confirmed, and fecured to them, by an Ad 
of Parliament in the 2d of fVilliam and Mary. 

Undir this Argument of Right, let usjg^ Aflsof 
now alfo confider how thefe Charters, or Roy- Parliament 
al Grants, are ftrengthened, explained, and 
enlarged by Ads of r'arliament : Now, in ge- 
neral, it is provided "f, that the Waters of 
Humber, Oufe^ Trent^ Donner^ &cc. and all o- 
ther Waters, wherein Salmons (hall be taken, 
fliall be in Defence for taking of Salmons from 

* In the 14 of liis Reign, J. D. 1636. O^. 14. Sir 
Richard Fenn, Mayer. t % ^ 3 ^^"^^ ^' ^^P- 47^ 

^.i>. 1285. 

H4 the 
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the • Nativity of our Lady unto St. Martinis 
Day. 

And that likewife young Salmons fhall not 
be taken, nor deftroyed by Nets, or other 
Engines at the Mill Pools, from the Midft 
of yfprily untill ^ the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptift. 

And in Places where fuch Waters be, there 
fliall be aflTigned Overfcers of this Statute, 
which being fworn, (hall often enquire of the 
Offenders ; and for the firft Trefpafs, they 
fhall be punifhed by burning of their Nets 
and Engines ; and for the fecond, they (hall 
have Tmprifonmcnt for a Quarter of a Year ; 
and for the third Trefpafs, they (hall be im- 
prifoned a Year, and as the Trefpafs encrcaf- 
cth, fo (hall the Punilhment ^ 

All Fifhers, Vintners, and Viduallers, 
coming to the City of London^ (hall be in the 
Rule of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen ^ 5 fee 
7 Rich. II. Cap xi. 

Proclamation * (hall be made, as well 
in London as in other Cities and Towns, that 
' none caft any Annoyance, Dung, Entrails, 
nor any other Ordure into theDitches, Rivers, 
Waters, and other Places ; and if any do, he 
fhall be called by Writ before the Chancellor, 
at his Suit that will complain, and if he be 
found guilty, he fhall be puni(hed after the 
Difcretion of the Chancellor ^. 

« wtK, the eighth of September. ^ The 24th of June, 

^ See Record. Turr. p. 61, 62, 63, c. 10. Car 2r!. Co, 
Ififtit. 2 Part. 477, Henry Whaleys\ Mayor. ^ Thisre< 
peals the Stat, 5 Rich. II. Cap. 4 and 6 Rich, J I. Cap. 
11 & 12. See alfo Rec. Tur. 9 Rich II: p. 64. — Stat. 
51 Edmj, III. Cap. 10. Nicholas Bremhyr, Mayor. 

* By 12 Rich. II. Cap. 13, Stat, z^ Anm Dom, i^. 

^ See FifzK BJ, 176. B. 185. D. • - 

Young 
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Young Salmon (hall not be taken, from the 
Midft oi April till the 24th oijune^ upon the 
Pain in Stat. We^m ». 

And none (hall put into T^^w^j, HumheTy 
Oufe^ Trenf^ or other Waters, any Nets, called 
Stalkers, nor other Engines, by which the 
Fry, or the Breed of Salmons, Lampreys, or 
other Fifti, may be taken, upon the Pain a-? 
forefaid. And where fuch Rivers be, there 
(hall be afligned, and fworn, Confervators of 
this Statute, as in the Statute of Weftminjler. 

And they (hall punifli the Offenders after 
the Pain contained in the faid Statute \ 

The Juftices of the Peace of all the Coun- 
ties (hall be Confervators," of the Statutes of 
Weftminfter ^ 

And they (hall furvey, at all Times, all 
the Wears in fuch Rivers, that they be not too 
ftrait for the Deftruftion of the Fry, but of a 
reafonable Widenefs, after the old Aflize u- 
fcd : And the Juftices, which (hall find De- 
fault againft the faid Statutes, (hall make true 
Punifhment. 

And (hall put Under-Confervators under 
them, who (hall be fwom to like Surveying 
and Search, and Punifhment, without any Fa^ 
vour thereof to be (hewed. 

And the fame Juftices, in their Seflions, 
fliall enquire, as well by their OfHce, as at 
their Information of their Under-Confervators, 
of all Trefpa(res and Defaults againft any of 
the Points aforefaid, and (hall caufe them, 
which be thereof indifted, to come before 

« 13 Echo, I. Cap. 47, here confirmed by 13 Rich. IL 
Cap. 19, A. D. 1389. ^ viz, 13 Ei^. I. Cap. 47, 

* Sec 13 Edw, I. Cap. 47. 13 Rich, II. Cap. 19. 

them ; 
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them ; and if they be conviftcd, they fcall 
have ItTiprifontnent, and make Fine, after 
the Difcrecion of the Juftices. 

And if the fame be at the Information of a- 
ny of the Under-Confervators, they (hall have 
half the Fine. 

And the Mayor, or Warden of London^ 
(hall have the Confervation of the Statutes a- 
forefaid in the "Thames^ from the Bridge of 
Stains to London^ and from thence over the 
fame Water*', and in the Medway^ as far as is 
granted to the Citizens ^. 

The Standing of Nets and Engines, called 
Trincks^ and all other Nets, faftned Day and 
' Night to Pofts, Boat?, and Anchors, over the 
Barnes, and other Rivers, fhall be wholly de- 
fended, and every Pferfon that felleth them, 
(hall forfeit to the King loo s. 

Provided that it fhall be lawful to the 
Poffeffors of Trincks, if they be of Afllze, to 
fifh with them, in all feafonable Times, draw- 
ing them by Hand, as other Nets, faying 
to every of the King's People their Rights in 
Fifliing \ 

And in the Year 1448, an Aftof Parlia" 
mcnt was made, whereby the Mayor of i^»- 
d(m was to have the Rule of the River of 
^ames^ from Siain^s Bridge to the Watei:s of 
Tenland'^. 

Again, in the Year 1448 % the Mayor of 
London^ and his Succeflprs, having the Confer? 
vation of theRiverofSH&aw^j from the Bridge 

k By 17 Rich. II. Cap. 9. » Sec 2 Hen. VI. Cap. 

15. A.D. 1 423. ■— See alfo Haven's in Rafi. 3, 1 a. Co. 89. 

°» Stat. 4 Hen, VII. Cap. q. t. inter A£l, irretulat* in 
Cane. ■ By ^ Hen. VII. Cap. 15 & 16. 

of 
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©f Staim to the Water of Tendal and Medwm% 
ftiall have the like Confervation and Authori- 
ty in all the Iffucs, Breaches, Creeks, and 
Grounds overflown, as far as the Water cb- 
beth and floweth fas touching the Punifliment 
for ufing unlawful Nets and Engines in fifh- 
ing) as he hath within the faid River rf 
Thames^ provided the Mayor of London have 
not the Confervation in the faid Breaches, 6?r. 
within theKing*s Ground, or within the Fran- 
chifes of others ♦. 

Thb like Power is granted f to the Ma- 
yor of London^ in Breaches and in Creeks, as in 
the River, fo far as it ebbeth and floweth, ex- 
cept in the King's Grounds, or in the Liber^^ 
ties, and Franchifes of others. 

And it was alfo enaifted, that whereas, be- 
fore this Time, the River of ^hames^ among 
all other Rivers within this Realm, hath been 
accepted and taken ; and as it is indeed, mod 
commodious and profitable unto all the King's 
liege People, and chiefly of all other fre- 
quented and ufed, and as well by the King's 
Highnefs, his Eftates, and Nobles, Merchants, 
and others, repairing to the City of London^ 
and other Places, Shires, and Countries ad- 
joining to the fame ; which River of Thames' 
is, and bath been, mofl: meet and convenient 
of all other, for the Safeguard and Ordering 
of the King's Navy, Conveyance of Merchan- 
dizes, and all other Neceflaries, to and for the 
King's moft honourable Houlhold, and other- 

♦ Sec I Charter Edw. IV. Haven's in Raft, 6. CahU's 
Stat. Cook''s Inftit. 4. p. 250. + By 1 1 Hen. VII. 

Cap. 15. 

wife. 
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wife, to the great Relief and Comfort of all 
Pcrfons within this Realm, till now of late di- 
vers evil di(^ofed Perfons, partly by miforder? 
ing of the faid River, by calling of Dung, 
and other Filth, laid nigh to the Banks of the 
faid River, digging and undermining of the 
faid Banks and Walls, next to the faid River, 
carrying and conveying away of Way-fhides, 
Shore-piles, Boards, Timber-work, Balaft for 
Ships, and other Things from the faid Banks 
and Walls in fundry Places ; by Reafon where- 
of great Shelfs ^nd Rifings have of late been 
made, and grown in the Fair-way of the faid 
River, and fuch Grounds as be within the 
Level of the faid Watermark, by Occafion 
thereof, have been furrounded and overflown, 
by Rage of the faid Water, and many grea^ 
Breaches have enfued and followed thereupon, 
and Daily are like to do ; and the faid River 
of Thames to be utterly deftroyed for ever, if 
convenient and fpeedy Remedy be not fooner 
provided in that Behalf. 

For the Reformation whereof, be it en- 
afted'*, eftablifhed, and ordained, by the 
King our Sovereign Lord, and by the AfTent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal affem- 
bled, and by the Authority of the fame. That 
if any Perfon, or Perfpns, hereafter do, or 
procure any Thing to be done, in the Annoy- 
ing of the Stream of the faid River of Thames^ 
making of Shelfs by any Manner of Means, 
by Mining, Digging, Cafting of Dung or 
Rubbilh, or other Thing, in the fame River, 
or take, pluck, or convey any Boards, Stakes, 

, ♦By27&«.VIII.Cap, 1 8.^.2). 1535. 

Piles^ 
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Piles, Timber-work, or other Thing, from 
the laid Banks or Walls (except it be to a- 
mend, and the fame to repair again^ or dig, 
or undermine any Banks, or Walls, on the 
Waterfide of Thames aforefaid, to the Hurt» 
Impairing, or Damage of any of the faid Walls 
or Banks : Then the fame Perlbn, or Perfons, 
and every of them, fhall forfeit and pay, for 
every Time fo offending, one Hundred Shil- 
lings 5 the one Moiety thereof to be to the 
King our Sovereign Lord, and the other Moi- 
ety thereof to the Mayor and Commonalty of 
London^ by Bill or Plaint, Writ of Debt, or 
Information, feverally againft every Offender, 
in apy of the King's Courts ; in which Aftions 
and^ Suits, or any of them, the Party Defen- 
dant fhall not be afToined, or wage his Law, 
or any ProteftLon to be allowed the fame. 

And it is farther cnafted by the Authority 
aforefaid, that if Complaint fhall happen to 
be made to the Lprd Chancellor of England^ 
Lord Treafurer, Lord Prefidcnt of the King's 
Council, Lord Privy-feal, or to any of them, 
by any Perfon or Perfons, or Body Politick, ^ 
that Sir Thomas Spert^ Knighr, now having the 
OfHce and Ordering of, and for Balancing of 
Ships, or any other that fhall hereafter have 
the Office and Order ofBalafting of Ships, do' 
take any Balafl for Ships near the faid River 
of Thames^ and do not take for Parcel of the 
faid Balafting, the Gravel and Sand of the 
Shelfs between Greenhith and Richmond^ with- 
in the faid River of Thames^ or in any other 
Place or Places, that is or fhall be unto the 
Damage or Annoyance of the faid River of 
Thames^ or in any Part thereof i that then, 

upoa 
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upon every fuch Comptainc, the faid Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Trcafurer, Lord Prcfidcnt 
of the Kings moft Honourable Gouncil^ Lord 
Privy-feaU and every of thetti^ calling both 
the Juftices of either Benchj or one of them, 
fliall have Power and Authority, froni Time 
to Time, to hear, and finally determine eveiy 
fuch Complaint by their Difcredon, and to 
put fuch Order thereinj for the "Taking of 
Balaft for Ships upon every fuch Complaint, 
as by their Difcretion (hall feem moft conve- 
nient for the Prefervation of the faid River of 
Thames ; and the Parties oflFending fuch Or- 
der, (hall fuffcr Imprifonment, and make no 
lefs Fine than five Pounds to the King*s Ufe, 
for every Time offending, or breaking the ' 
fame. 

Provided alfo, and be it efiaflcd, that it • 
fliall be lawful to every Perfon, and Perfons, 
to dig, carry, and take away. Sand, Gravel, 
or Rubbilh, Earth, or Thing, lying or being 
in, or upon any Shelf or Shclfs, within the 
> faid River ofTbameSy without Let or Inter- 
ruption of any Perfon or Perfons, or paying 
any Thing for the fame, any Thing contained 
in this prefent Aft to the Contrary notwith- 
ftanding *. 

And be it enafted by the Authority aforc- 
faid i*, that no Perfon or Perfons, after the 
firft Day of Juguji next coming, do caft, or 
unlade out of any Manner of Ship, Crayer, 

♦ See Rafi, lo. Havens, and SeSt. vi. of this Statute, 
N. B. There was an Ad of Common Council of the City 
of London^ made in Purfuancc of this A6t, which is here- 
after inferted in its proper Place. t -^7 3+ and 35 
Hen. VIII. c. 9^ See Haven'z in Raft, u 

Qt 
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or any other Vcffel, being within any Haven^ 
Road, Channel, or River flowing, or run- 
ning to any Port Town, or to any City, Bo- 
rough or Town within this Realm, or any 
other of the King's Dominions, any Manner 
of Balaft, Rubbilh, Gravel, or any Wreck, 
pT FiWi, but only upon the Land above full 
Sea-rMark, upon Pain of every Pcrfon and 
Perfons offending againfl: this Aft, to loofc 
and forfeit, for every Time fo ofiending, 5 /. 
the one Half to the King, the other to fuch 
Perfon or Perfons as will fue for the fame, 
by Bill, Plaint, original Writ, or Informati- 
on, in any of the King's Courts of Recoixi, 
in which Aftion or Suit, ng Wager of Law 
fh^ll be admitted, or any Eflbin or Proteftion 
allowed. 

Neither * ihall any Perfon kill any 
Spawn or Fry of Eels, Salmon, Pike, Picke- 
rel, or other Fiflb, in any Floodgate,. Pipe 
Tail of MilNwear, or in any Streams, Brooks, ' 
or Rivers, Salt or Frelh, or kill any Salmon, 
or Trout not in Seafon, being Kepper or 
Shedder, Salmons or Trout. 

Neither fhall any Perfon kill any Pike or 
pickerel, not being in Length 16 Inches, nor x- 
Trout, not being in Length 8 Inches, nor any 
Barbel, not being in Length 12 Inches^ 

Neither ihall any Perfon fifh, or take 
Fifli, with any Nets, Trammel, Keep, Wore, 
Creel, or other Device, but only •with Net or 
TrammeU whereof every Meiih or Mafk (hall 

* By I E/iz. Cap. 17, Se£t. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10^ II, 12. See39 f/fJB. Cap.MO. Se£t, 6, 7. & 43 
M/ix. Cap. 9. Sea. 3;* 

be 
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be two Inches and a Half broad. Angling 
excepted, 

And in all Places where Smelts, Roaches, 
Minnies, B jIlHeads, Gudgeons, or Eels,- have 
been ufed to have been taken, it (hall be law- 
ful only for the Taking. of the faid Smelts^ 
Roaches, fe?f. to ufe fuch Nets, Leaps, and 
other Devices, as have been ufed ; fo chat 
fuch Perfons, ufing fuch Nets, 6f^. do not 
take or deftroy any other Fifli with the faid 
Nets, contrary to this Statute. 

And if any Perfon (hall offend contrary to 
the Points afbrefaid, fuch Perfon fliall forfeit 
20 s. and the Fifh fo taken, and alfo the un- 
lawful Nets and Inftrurtients, wherewith fuch 
OiFt:nce<j (hall be done. 

* The L)rd Admiral, the Mayor of Ldh- 
don^ and ail other Perfons,^ which have Gon- 
fervation of any Rivers, or Waters^ fhall have 
Power to enquire of all Offences committed 
contrary to this Ad by the Oaths of twelve Men, 
or more, and to hear and deternrrine the fame 
Offences. 

Forfeitures, by reafon of fuch Convic- 
tions, (hall be to the Ufe of every of the Per- 
fons, being no Body Politick or Corporate, 
before whom fuch Conviftion fhall be had ; 
and to the Ufe of every fuch Body Politick 
or Corporate, as have had any fuch For- 
feiture for any Offence committed in their 
Confervacies, upon Convidtion had before 
the^ Head of fuch Body Politick or Cor- 
porate. 

* This coRfirms the Lord Mayor's holdfn^ his Courts df 
Confervacy, and to hear and deter utine Offences. 

Thb 



/The Lord of every Leet (hall have Power 
to enquire of OfFenceSj contrary to this Sta- 
tute ; upon Prefentment in Leet, by Oath of 
twelve Men. 

If Oflfences touching the deftroying of 
Fifli or Spawn be not prefented at the Leet, 
Within one Year after the Offence committed, 
the Juftices of the Peace in th^ir Seflions^ 
Juftices of Oyer andTerminer^ and Juftices of 
Affizes^ ftiall have Power to enquire thereof^ 
and to hear and determine the Offences con- 
trary to this Statute : Saving to all Perfons all 
Right and Confervation *. 

No Perfon -f fhall wilfully kill ot expofe to 
Sale any Spawn, Fry, or Brood of Fifli, or 
Spatt of OyfterSj or any unfizeablcj fmall, 
or unwholfome Filh, or catch and deftroy 
any Filh out ofSeafon, or expofe fueh Filh 
to Sale, or knowingly buy, receive, or ufe 
any fuch ; and no Perfon fhall fiifh for or wil- 
fully- hurt or deftroy any Salmon^ or Sal- 
mon kind of Fifh within the faid Limits, be- 
tween the 24th of Auguft and the nth of 
November. 

And it fhall be lawful for the Lord Mayor, 
Upon Application of the Court of AfTiftants, 
to order Stakes to be driven in any Place 
within the River between London Mark Stone^ 
above Stain's Bridge, ^nd London Bridge, for 
the prefer Ving the Fry, Spawn and -Brood of 

• This Aft was only, to endure to the next Parliament i 

but was afterwards made perpetual by 3 Charles i . Cap. ir. 

Seft. I & 4. 16 Car. I. Cap. iv. Seft 2.. See alfo Statute 

1 & 2 Will. & Mary^ rcftoring and confirming the City rri- 

• vileges and Charters. 

f By 9 Am, Cap, xxvi. A, Z>. 17x0. 

I Filh, 
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Frfli, fo as the fame be no Ways prejudicial 
to the Navigation -, and no Perfon fhall, 
without lawful Authority, remove the fame*. 
The Court of Afliftants fhall yearly, by 
equal Portions, on the Feaft Days of Eafier^ 
and Michaelmas J pay to the tVater Bailiffs or 
his Affigns, 30 /. free from Taxes> in Lieu of 
fuch antierit Fees as were due to him, and 
which will be diminifhed and taken away by 
this Ad, e^icept the Granting of Licences to 
take Filh in their feveral Scafons, the Benefit 
whereof is intended to be continued and faved 
unto the faid fVater Bailiffs oyer and above 
the faid Sum of ^o /. per Annum. 
• That the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of 
London^ or any one of them, for all Offences 
committed within the Jurifdiftion of the Lord 
Mayor, as Corifervator of the River ; and 
the Jufticcs of the Peace of the refpeftive 
Counties, or any of them, for all Offences 
committed within the Jurifdiftion of the Lord 
Mayor, as Confervator of the River •, and 
the Juftices of the Peace of the refpec5livc 
Counties, or any of them, for all Offences 
committed out of the Confervatorfhip, fhall 
have Power, upon View or Complaint, to 
examine, hear and determine, by the Oath of 
any Perfon, or by ConfefTion of the Party, 
all Offences committed againfl this Aft, and, 
upon Convidion, to impofe a Fine not ex- 
ceeding 10/. nor lefs than 5^. to be levied 
on fuch Offenders Goods, at the Difcretion 

♦ Sec C7/8 Abridg of Stat. 9 Hen. III. Cap. xxiii. 
25 Edw, III. Stat. 4. Cap. iv. 45 Ed'w, III. Cap. ii. 
I Hen, IV. Cap. xii. 4 Htn. IV, Cap. xi. i Him. V. 
Cap. ii. 12 Edw. IV, Cap. vii. 

of 
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bf the Lx)rd Mayor, Alderman, or Juftices, 
ufalefs fuch Offenders pay fuch Fine, or give 
Security to Tuch Magiftrate to abide fuch 
Order as ftiall be made by the Court of Con- 
fervacy, upon fuch Conviftion made by the 
faid Lord Mayor and Aldermen, or at the 
Quarter Seflions, upon Conviftion made be- 
fore the JufticeS, . in cafe the Offender (hall 
appeal * and in cafe ik) Diftrefs can be found, 
the Offender fliall be fent to the Houfe of 
Correftion, to be kept to hard Labour for 
any Time not exceeding two Months. 

And all Penalties arifmg by this A6t for 
Offences comriiitted within the Jurifdidtion 
of the faid Confervator, (hall be to theMayof 
as Confervator^ and all Penalties for Offences 
committed out of the Jiirifdiftion of the Con^ 
fcrvatof Ihall be paidi one Moiety to the 
Poor of the Parilh,' ahd the other Moiety to 
fuch Perfon as fhall profecute. 

Saving to the Queen, and all Courts, and 
Perfons all Fines, Forfeitures, 6?r. 

This Aft fhall not prejudice or derogate 
from the Rights^ Privileges and Authorities 
exercifed by the Lord Mayor^ as Confervator 
of the River of Thames and Waters of Med-' 
way, or elfewhere ; or the Fifhings apper- 
taining to the City of London^ or to any other 
City or Town Corporate^ or to any Lords of 
Manors, Owners of Rivers or Fifheries, oi* 
to the Rights of any Perfon. 

This A61 fliall be a publick Aft j and, in 
Cafe any Aftion fhall be profecuted againfl 
any Perfon, for what he fhall do in purfuance 
of this Aft, fuch Perfon fhall plead the ge- 
neral IfTue- 

i a No 
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No Filh fhall be fold more than once wit&»^ 
in the Market, or within 150 Yards of Bil- 
Ungfgate Dock ; nor Ihall any Perfons, other 
than Free Fiftimongers in their Houfes, and 
Shops, within 150 Yards of the faidDock, 
and not in the Market oi Biihngfgate^ and 
other than Fifhermen, or the firft Importers 
ofi or Perfons bringing up, fuch Fifli to the 
Market, their Wives, Apprentices, Faftors^ 
or Servants, hired for that purpofe, fell, or 
expofc to fale, any Fifh at the faid Market, 
or within 150 Yards of the faid Dock. 

No Fifh fliall be fold or expofed to Sale on 
Board or on Shore (within the Limits of the 
faid Market, or within 150 Yards of the 
Dock) before Three o'Clock in the Mornings 
from Lady-Day to Michaelmas^ and before 
Five o'clock from Michaelmas to Lady-Day 5 
and the proper Officer fhall Ring the Bell at 
tlie Time aforexaid* 

, Nothing in this A61 fhall extend to any 
Fifhermen or Drudgermen, who fhall dwell 
in any of the Cinque Ports^ or their Mem- 
bers, or in the City ofRocheJier, br Towns of 
Stroud^ Chatham^ Finjbury^ Gillingham^ Mtl- 
tdtii ^eenJberGUgh^ Fevtrjham^ fVhitftapky or 
the Places adjacent. 

It fliall be lawful for the Court of Affiftants 
of the Company of Fifhermen of the River of 
T.hames^ to make By Laws and Ordinances for 
. the Government of the faid Company, fo as the 
feme be firft approved of, or amended by the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen oi London^ and like- 
wife allowed and confirmed, according to the 
Statute; And there fhall be yearly elefted by 
the pextCourt of Lord Mayor and Aldermen^ . 

after 
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after the loth of Junt;, out of the fix Wardens 
of the faid Company, to be nominated. by the 
Court of Affiftants, one Perfon to be Mafter 
of the faid Myftery of Fifhernien ; and out 
of the twelve Afliftants, to be nominated as 
aforefaid, fix Wardens of the faid Art (where- 
of the Water Bailiff of London fhall be one) 
and in like Manner out of fixty of the Comr 
monalty, to be nominated, as aforefaid, thirty 
Aflifliants ; which Mafter, Wardens, and Af- 
fiftants, or fixteen of them, with three of the 
faid Wardens, fhall be the Court of Aflift- 
ants of the faid Company, and fliali meet on 
the firft "Thursday in any Calendar Month in' 
the Hall of the faid Company, for reforming ' 
Abufes in the faid Fiftiery, and for the Go- 
vernance of the faid Company; to which 
Court the Water Bailiff ftiall be always fumr 
moned : And the faid Court of Afliftants fhall 
call before them all fuch Perfons as fhall ufe 
to Fifh or Drudge within the Limits of the 
faid Fifhery, as common Fifhermcn or 
Drudgermen, and caufe every fuch Perfon, 
being duly qualified, or having fervcd on 
board of his Majefty's Ships for tv/o Years, 
to have his Name regiftered by the Court of 
AfTiftants, with the Place of Abode, and the 
Name of every Apprentice or Servant be- t 

longing to him in the Trade \ and fhall caufe 
feme Mark to be placed on every Boat and 
Craft, which fhall be ufed. in Fifhing or 
Drudging within the Limits aforefaid ; which 
Figure, or Mark, fhall not be changed ; and 
everyone duly fummoned by Direction of the 
Court of Afliftants, to appear before them, 
in order to ferve on board her Majefty's N: * 
I 3 vy. 



vy, who fhall, without lawful Caiife ncglcft 

to appear, fhall be fent on board her Ma- 

jetty's Nayy, and bedjfabled from fifhmg 

two Years *. 

^yhqui' By two Inquijitionsfj the one taken at 

Jltian. Raynbam^ the other at (iravefend^ before Sir 

IVilliam Cambridger Grocer^ then Lord Mayor 

q{ Londor^. 

.' Where it w^ prefented. That whereas, 
by the antient Ordinances pf fjondm, the 
Meifties of Nets fhould be two Inches in th^ 
fore-part, ami one Inch in the hinder-part-, and 
it hting found that the Offences according to the 
faid Inquifition are contrary to Liber taies 6? 
Confuetudines Civitatis^ i. e. the Liberties and 
- Cufioms of the City •, it was adjudged, that the 
Nets fhould be burnt ^ according to the antient 
Cuftom in that Behalf provided. 
By De- By' Decrees^ X A. Z). 1406, the Mayor and 
eras. Aldermen of London^ exhibiting their hunoi- 
j^le Petjtion to the King's Council, reciting. 
Whereas They have had. Time out of Mind j 
the Conferyatipri and Correftion of the River 
' of ^hames^ and of all Trincks^ Nets, and 
other Engines whatfoever, in the l^iver qf 
Thames and Medwa^ placed, and have ufed 
to make a Sub-Confervator under them 5 and 
complained, that Alexander Bgnner^ then Sub- 
Confervator, having done his Duty in re- 
moving Kiddals, he was evil intreated by the 
Pwners ; the fame 0\yncrs dwelling in Eritb^ 
Pratriferry^ , Barkin^ ff^oolwich^ and other 
Places, in the Counties of Kent and EJfex. 

• See I Geo. I. Cap Xvm. Seft. 7. +9 Hen. V. 
J, D. 1420. J Upon hciring Coram Regeifjk^ 

i/r Camera ^ullata. 

And 
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And upon hearing of the Matter in the 
Star-Chamber^ they were found guilty, and 
conftrained to fubmit themfelves to the Lord 
Mayor, and ordered (always) to bring their 
Nets to the Lord Mayor before they Ihould 
ufe them. 

And that the Kiddals then taken, ihould 
be ar the Difpofal of the Ix)rd Mayor ; and 
the Offenders made their Submiflion accord- 
ingly ♦. 

By Letters Patents^ a Grant was made by By Litters 
King Edward the Fourth^ to the Earl ofP^^^^*' 
Pembroke^ for building a Wear in. the River 
of TbameSj which Grant was cancelled at the 
Requefk of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
upon (hewing of their Right, for that it was 
contrary to their antient Liberties -f-. 
^ At which Time, the City's Title to the 
Confervacy of the River of Thames and Med- 
way^ was at large fet forth, and is recited 
to have been (hewn to the Lord Chancellor, 
and to tlie Earl, and his Council, and was 
afterwards allowed, and the Patent thereupon * 
cancelled. 

By Proclamation : Whereof one was made By Precla* 
by King Henry the Eighth J •, wherein it was »»«^'«»* 
affirmed, that the Lord Mayor, and his Pre- 
deceffors, have had, by divers Grants of the' 
Kings of England^ and by Acts of Parliaments, 
and have alfo long enjoyed the Confervacy of 
Thames^ without Interruption or Impediment. 

• Richard IVhittington^ Mayor. f Richard Lee^ 

Mayor j And Mr. Strype, upon Stoav^s Sur^vey of London, 
in Vol I pag. 37. fays, there is a Record of Patent re 
niaining in the fcnjaer for. this Purpofe, jin. Edw. IV. 
p. z. In. 7. X In the 34 Year of his Reign, J, i>. 

1542. John Cootes^ Mayor. 

I 4 Ano 
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And by the fame Proclamation, it was 

commanded, that none fliould Refift, Deny, 

or Impugn the Lord Mayor, and his De^ 

puty, in doing or executing any Thing for 

the Confervacyof the River, and the Filh 

and Fry within the fame. 

By Report By Reftort of the King's Counfel learmd j 

cf the for a Controverfy being between the Lord 

^j\ Admiral, and the Lord Mayor, forthe.Mea- 

*^*^ ' Turing of Coals, and other Things, upon the 

fTbameSy it then fell into Debate, to whom the 

Confervacy of Thames did belong. 

Which Caufe {Anno Bom. 159?) ^^ by 
the Lo'-ds, of the Queen^s (EMfabeth)mQ& ho- . 
nourable Privy-Councel, referrjed to the then 
Attorney, and Sollicitor-General, who jointly 
certified, -among other Things, that the Con-» 
fervacy and Care , of the River Thames^ did, 
and ought to belong to the City of I^ndon^ * 
'^Y^o By ^0 Warranto : In the 3d of King James 
Warranto, the Firfl^ A. D. 1605. A ^ Warranto was 
brought againft the City in the Exchequer ^ to 
know by what Title Ihe Claims the Conferva-r 
cy of the River i'hames^ and Waters of Med- 
way. 

Whereupon the City niade her Title good 
thereunto, by antient Prefcription, and other- 
ways, fo Judgment was given to her Favour, f 
And to end all further Difputes about this 
City's Prerogative, the King was pleafed to 
grant that memorable Charter, which I have 
^)efore recited. Fide^ p. 85. 



• /hifio Rfgni, 40, Sir Richard Saltensf all, MayOn 
•}• Sir Henry Uollydaj, Mayor. 
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By Records in die Tower. Vide^ 2d Vol. By Re- 
Page 167. By the 21ft of Edward the thirds cords m 
A. D. 1347, it is recorded, that whereas, the*®^"^^ 
four great Rivers oiEnglandy viz. Tbames^fefe^ 
Owfe^ &f frent^ were wont from Antiquity, 
to be Qpen and free for every Ship to ^pafs 
with Merchandizes, and now of late, daily the 
faid Rivers are flopped, and turned ^fide by 
Goors, Mills, Piles, and Pales, erefted by eve- 
ry Lord, againft his own Lands, fo as Ships 
cannot pafs without Danger •, that Juftices 
may be afligned iii every County to enquire 
of this Bufinefs, and to remove the? Oppref- 
fion. ' * 

The King is-pleafed that fuch-and fo ma^iy 
Commiflions fhall be granted, as reafonably 
as fhall be needful, and that every Man ftiall 
be heard, that will complain 'for himfelf and 
the King *^ 

By the 25th of Edward the Thirds A. H; 
1 35 1 -f •, it is enafted, that the Statute of JVefi- 
minfter^ made againfl the Deflruftioi? of Sal- 
mons may be kept, and that all Mills fet on 
Rivers may be thrown down. 

N. B, ihe Print for fulling down of Mills, 
fet upon Rivers^ Cap. 4. agreeth with the 
Records. 

It is enafted, that the Aft made in the laft 
Parliament, Cap. 8. (hall take EfFeft, as well 
on the River Thames as elfewhere. 

In the 37th of Edward the Thirds A. D. 
1 363, X it was petitione;!, that a Remedy might 

••-Taken frtim Sir Robert Cotton^s Abridgment. 
+ Tbotiuu Legge, Mayor. % Anttrew Aiohrey^ ^ 

Mayor. fc 

. DC 
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be found againft Wears, and fuch other En- 
gines on Rivers, to the Annoyance of Boats. . 

To which the City received this full An^* . 
fwer ; that the Statute thereof made, ihall be 
kept *. 

In the 5otieth of Edward the ^bird^ A, R 
1 376, It wa$ petitioned, for the faving of SaU 
xnons, and other Frys of FiOi in the Thames 
almoft deftroyedby certain Engines, as the 
King himfelf hath often found : That, there- 
fore, allTrincks between Z.^»//^», and the Sea, 
may be overthro5«^n, and that no Salmon fhall 
be taken between Gravefendy and Hetdy upon 
Thames in the Kipper Time, viz. between the 
Invention of the CrofSf and the Epifbany \ and 
that no Nets be laid in the Thames^ unlefs the 
fame be of large Mejlh of Affize. 

To which it was anfwered, that the Statutes 
thereof made, fhall be kept, and Commiffio- 
ners appointed for the Enquiry of the fame. 

It was alfo petitioned, that the Wears up- 
on the River, called Br^int, in the County of 
Middlejfexy Parcel of the Riyer of Thames may 
be taken away. 

To which it was replied, that the Statutes 
thereof made, fhall be executed + . 

By another Petition in the 5ifl of Edward 
the Thirds J.D. 1377, it was prayed, that cer- 
tain Engines ufed to the Deftrudion of Fifh, 
and called, Wendor^ in the Manner of a' Drag, 
being ufed in Havens and Creeks, may be for- 
bidden %. 

• John Notte, Mayor, f Adam Stuple^ Mayor. 
J Nicholas Brembyr^ Mayor. 

In 
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. In the 5otieth of Edward the Thirds A. D* 
12 76, the Watermen of London^ complaining 
of leaving Locks, Stanks, and Wears, upon 
the River ofTkameSy and namely a Lock, cal- 
led, Hameldon Lopk, and for that there is a 
Cuftpm 4ei|i^nded of them, pafling the Bridges 
of ^tainSi ff^ndfor^ and Maifteniead^ and other 
Locks, againfk their Cuflom. 

It was anfwered, that for the Locks, and 
Kiddals, the Statute made in the 47th or 
Edward the Thirdj ftiall be exeaited. . And 
for exafting Money of them, at the Bridges 
afprefaid, or elfewhere, againft their Fran- 
fchifes -, they Ihall make their Suit in the Chan- 
pcry, and haye their Writs grounded on thdr 
Liberties to ftay fuch takings *. 

By Petition froip the City, the 51ft of Ed- 
ward the Third. A. D. 1377, it was prayed, 
that all Charters heretofore granted, may be 
allowed and confirmed, albeit they never were 
before. 

And it was anfwered. That they fhall be al- 
lowed, a^ duly heretofore hath been-j-. 

In the 8 th of Richard the Second^ A. J5. 1 384, 
it was petitioned, that no Man take any of the 
Fry of Fifli in the River of Thames^ unlefs the 
Meilh of the Net be according to the Statute, 
fherefore provided -f-. 

And in the 9th of Richard the Second^ A. D, 
1385, they require, that the Patent lately made 
to tie Conftable of the Tower of London^ 
whereby the CoUeftor of his Office, taketh 
Cuftoms of Wines, Oyllers, Mufcels, Rulhes, 

* Atkm Staple^ Mayor. '\ Nuholas Brmbyr, Mayor. 

and 
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and other Viftuals, coming to London by Wa- 
ter, may be revoked *. 
' And the Petition of the Lord Mayor and 
Commonalty of London was endorfed. 

By -Petition from the City, the 14th of iWr 
tbard the Second, J. IX 1390, it was prayed, 
that a Remedy may be had againil Mills, 
. Stanks, Kiddals, and fuch like Engines and 
i)evifcs levyed upon the 'Thames. 
r To which it was anfwered, that the Statutes 
thereof made, fliall be obferved +. 

In the i6th of Richard the Secondj A. D, 
1 390. It is enaded, that all Fikh upon the 
Side of Thames J next the Houfe of Robert de 
Partis, (hall be utterly removed ; and that in 
fpme Place, before Eafter then enfuing. That 
•the Butchers of London do build convenient 
and fit Houfes, whereinto they may, from 
Time to Time, bring all their Ordure, En- 
trails, and other Fikh, and the fame in Boats, 
carried into the Middle of the Thames, and 
there caft the fame at a full Water, when it 
firft beginneth to Ebb -, and further, that no 
Perfon* do throw, or Catfe to be thrown, or 
laid, any Fikh or Odure, Muck, Rubbilh or 
Layftage, in the fame Water of Thames y of 
the 00 Side, or the other, between the Pa^ 
lace oi ff^ejiminjier, and the Tower of London^ 
on Lofe of 10 /. t 

The ift of Henry the Fourth, it was pray- 
ed, that no Barge on the River of Thames, be 
/^-. forfeited as a Deed ; and it was anfwered, to 
be as heretofore. || 

♦ Nicholas Brepftiyr, Mayor. ^. ^dam Btukme, 

Mayor. J William St$ndon, Mayw. Thomas Knolles. 
Mayor. 

Is 
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hi the zAx>i Henry tbeFourtbiA. D. 1400^' 
it was prayed, that all Eftanks, Kiddais, Wears, - 
and Miil$, raifcd upoa Rivers to Annoyance, 
at what Time foever^ may be reiiioved. 

And it was arlfwered, that the Statutes 
thereof fhall beobferved*. 

In the 2d of Henry the Fifths A. D. 1414, 
thf Mayor and Cbmmonalty of London^ pray- 
ed, that all Kiddab, Wears^ Fifl^arths, Stanks^ 
Mills, aiKi Stakes, and all other Engines levy-^ 
ed, or made upon the Water oi Thames^ Mtd^ 
w^, and Leyy Ihoiild utterly be laid down^ 

It was anfwered, that the Statutes Utaxt-^ 
fore protidedy &all be executed, and further 
in all CommifGons touching the Water Bailiffs 
the Mayor, or Keeper of Liondm^ for the Time 

being, fhall be one t. 

In the 7th of Henry the Fifths A. D. 1419, 
there was a long Complaint and Prayer made 
of Redrefs of Stanks, Stakes, Kiddals, Millis, 
^c. levied upon Rivers to great Annoyanccsi. 

And it was anfwered, that the Statutes there<i 
of made, ihall be ohfcrved. 

In the 6th of Henry the Sixths A. D. 1427, 
it was prayed, that the Mayor, and Keeper 
of London^ for the Time being, may have the 
Execution of the Statute of Sewers, touching 
the River of Thames. 

And it was anfwered, let them fliew xh^ 
Bound of their Lib^ty, and they Ihall be an- 
fwered. 

In the 4th of Edward the Fourth^ 16 of Ja- 
^ary^ A. D* 146I ; among fundry Ads, and 

* yo^ Frounces, Mayor. f Thomas Faulkoner, 

Mayor. 

Or- 
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Ordinances, (^c. There is one particular Pib- 
vifion, viz. That the Mayor of London^ irt 
Succeifion, (hall have the Search, View, and 
Corre£tion of the River of Thames. 

Seccnd^ tn Point ofUsAoisi 

^MKtiini By* ancient Ordinances j the Lord Mayer 
Or£' and Aldermen have (Time out of Mind) 
***^^' made Ordinances concerning the good Go- 
vernment of the River of Thames^ for the 
Times and Manners of Fiihingbene^hL^ni^ 
Brid^^ eaftward^ to bcobferved upon Pains ; 
aslikewife weflwards, as may appear from the 
feveral Orders already mentioned. 
iyPuni/b^ By Punifiment of Offenders. For it ap^ 
'2^^ peareth that (from Time to Time) front the 
•^ ^* Time of King Henry the Thirds and fo down- 
wards, the Lord Mayor hath removed Kid- 
dais, Wears, Trincli, and other unlawful 
Engines, and hath reformed the Diforders of 
fuch as have offended in the River of Thames^ 
and punifhed the Offenders, fometimes by 
Imprifonment, fometimes by Fines, and by 
burning of unlawful Nets. 
By Writs By Writs and Precepts. Writs * were iffued 
and Pre- xo the Sheriffs of Ejjex and Kenty reciting the 
'^''- City's Title, with command not to fuffer the 
Citizens of London to be molefted, contrary 
to the Liberties formerly granted and allowed 
unto them. 

Precepts under the Seal of the Lord 
Mayor to the Sheriffs of Kent and Effex^ for 
returning of Juries before the Lord Mayor, 

• I Richard U. An, Dm. 1377, 

€0 
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fo enquire of Offences done in the River of 
Thames \ 

NB. The which 'is Jiill annually continued for 
the four Countries' adjoining to the 
Thames, 

Bv AcvMnis. In the Office of the Cham- By At^ 
berlain of London^ from the 17th of Richard couttts^ 
the Second^ to the iith of Queen Elizabeth^ 
it appeareth, that the JVater Bailiff of Lon- 
don hath made Search for unlawful Nets in the 
Waters of Thames and Medway. 

By Commifftons. In the 9th of Henry the By CW* 
Fifths aCommiflion was made to the Lord^H^aw. 
Mayor, to put in Execution the AAs of Par- 
liament made for the Confervacy of Thames 
and Medwayy and to enquire of all Offences 
made or done in the faid Waters, and to pu- 
nifli the Delinquents. 

A like CommilTion ^, 3d Henry the Sixths 
A. D. 1424, 

A like Commiffion % id Elizaieth, AD. 

1558. 

A like Commiffion "*, ift James the Firji^ 
1603. 

And all thofe, or the like Commiffions in 
this Cafe, were and are direded to the Lord 
Mayor for the Time being. 

By continual Claim', In the 37th of Henry By f«rf«- 
tbe Eighth^ A. D. i ^as^. Letters came from ^^i 
the Lord Admiral for' the flay of fuch Mat-^^^"' 
ters as were then in Queftion between his 

* NUbolas Bremhyr^ Mayor. ^ John Michel^ 

Mayor. « Sir John Leigh^ Mayor. ^ Sir 

stomas Sennit, Mayor^ 

Lord- 
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Lordfhip and the City, concerning the Jurif 
diftion of this City upon the Thames *. 

In the 3d of Edw. the Sixtb^ A. D. 1549, 
it was ordered, that the Chamberlain fliould 
takp Care for ftay of certain Inquefts, charged 
by Vertue of a Commiffion direfted to the 
'Lord Admiral, to enquire of Abuibs ufed in 
Fifhing beneath the Bridge **. - 

In the 4th of Edivard the Sixths A* J). 
1556, the Matter Common Serjeant was 
appointed to repair to the Duke of Somerfet^ 
and to inform his Lordftiip of the City's Au- 
thority in pulling down Wears tvithin the 
• River of Thames ^ 

In the 6th of Edward the Sixths A. D. 1 552 j 
it was ordered, that Suit fhould be made to ' 
the King*s Majrfly, and his Council, for the 
Determination and Allowance of the City's 
Jurifdiftion and Intereft in the River of 
Thames ^ 

In the ift of M^ry, A.D. 1553, a great 
Number of the Fifhermen of the EalV-fide of 
London^ prefent in the Court of the 1 ord 
Mayor of London^ were commanded to obey 
the Water Bailiffs and that one Hunter ^ of 
the Admiralty, fhould be warned to be before 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, at the next 
Court to be holden for the fame Matter «. 

In the ift of Elizabeth^ A. D. I558, there 
were certain Committees appointed to con- 
fer with the Lord Admiral, touching the 
Controverfy between his Honour and the 

* Sir Martin Befwes, Mayor. ^ RonijlandHilii 

Mayor. -^ Sir Andrew J ude, lA^y or «* Sir 

Geo, Barnes, Mayor. « Sir Thomas White, Mayor. 

City, 
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Gity, concerning the Confervacy of the River 
of TJbames *. 

In the 3d of Elizaietb, A. D. 1560, cer- 
tain Committees were appointed to attend 
the Lord Admiral concerning the Jurifdidlion 
of the River of Thames ^ 

In the 7th of Elizabeth^ A. ID. 1564, the 
Lord Admiral was to be conferred with, 
touching the City of London^ % Jurifdiclion in 
the River of Thames \ 

In the 13th oi Elizabeth^ A.D. 1570, the 
Lord Admiral was to be moved, tnat the 
City may enjoy their Liberties in Thames and 
inMedway^. 

In the 17th of Eli:uhetb^ I574r the Al- 
dermen, and others, were to confer with the. 
Lord Admiral for the City's Title in the Ri- 
ver eaftward *. 

In the 23d oi EUzabetb^ A.D. 1580, Mn 
Norton^ and others, were appointed to attend 
on the Lx)rd Treafurer of England^ and to in- 
form his Lordfhip touching the City's Title 
to the Confervacy of the River of Thames be- 
low London Bridge ^ 

In the 23d of Elizabeth^ 1580, Seffions 
were appointed for the Confervacy of the 
River of Thames^ the 9th of Oaober^ at Bark- 
ings in Ejfexy and on Wednesday following to 
be kept at Woolwich in Kmt ^. 

In die 24th di Elizabeth^ A.B.i^Ziy certain 

• Sir ^Umas Leigb^ Mayor. ^ Sir WilHam 

Che/iiTf Mayor. * Sir Richard Molorie^ Mayor. 

'Sir Rowland Etyward^ Mayor. * Jamef^B^ei, 

Mayor. ^ Sir Jthn BroMcb^ Mayor* s S«r 

7^ Branch, Mayor. 

K Aldermen 
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. Aldermen were appointed to treat with the 
Lord Admiral touching the Confervacy *. 
. In the 2Qth of-Elizabethj A* Z). 1596, the 
Aldermen had appointed to the Lord Admi- 
ral, for to inform his Lordfhip touching the 
City's Right to the Confervacy of the "River 
of Thames, from Londm Bridge to Tenland^ , 
and the Reculvers \ 

Preamble on the Fijhermen^s Charters, 

Preamble TipHAT the Reader may ftill fee what 
onFifhcr- J^ Mthoritj^^ Jurifdi£tion 2xA Cmfervacj^ 
Charters, the City of London has long enjoyed, and 
ought to enjoy on the Thames, I Ihall here 
adjoin two Charters, granted f<Jr incorpo- 
rating a Company of Fifhermen on this Ri- 
ver, the one by King Charles the Firji^ the 
other by King James the Second -, wherein it 
may be obferved, how far that Body of Men 
then were, and ftill ought to be, under the 
Subjection, Rule, and Government of the 
City oi London. 

For, by thefe very Charters^ the Com- 
pany were not empowered to make any one 
By-Law or Ordinance for their own Govern- 
ment, or in relation to Fifhing, without firft 
having the faid City's Allowance and Appro- 
bation, and fubjed to this Alteration and 
Amendments. That their fVater Bailiffs if 
he pleafed, was always to b^.prefent^ as 
Warden or Super.-intendant for the City, in 
ali their Aflemblies, or Meet'wgp, and ta be 
aflifting and adviGhg therein. 

» ^ir James Harajte^ Mavor, * Thomas Siimier' 

and Sir Many Bi/Zings/ey^^^Ayors. 

In 
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In fhortj {^ cautious and tender was the 
Crown of infringing in thefe Charter's^ on the 
Jurifdiftion of the Citjr^ that, in both of 
theni, there is a particular Provifion made, 
that neither of them fhall any Ways prejudice 
or efFcft the Privileges, Confervacy and Super- 
intendancy of the City oiLondotti or the Lord 
Mayor thereof, in any Thing concerning the 
faid River, or Fiftiing in the fame. 

And which faid Chart ers^ as well as faid 
yurifdisiion and Authority^ are ftill more fully 
explained and confirmed in an Aft of Parlia-^ 
ment that paffed in the Ninth Year of the 
Reign of her late Majefty Queen Anne^ for 
the Revival of thefe Charters and Company : 
When (orrbringing their Bill for the fame^ 
into the Houfe of Commons) they attenipted 
to gain a concurrent Jurifdiftion on the 
Thames with the City of London^ in order 
to become, by Degrees, independent of it^ 
by endeavouring to invade and obtain feveral 
of its antient and juft Privileges, fome of 
%hich were, the having the Penalties arifmg 
by their Bill (which were, among other 
Things, for fiftiing with unlawful Nets, ta- 
king of unfizeable Fifti, and fiftiing out of 
Seafon ; all which Offences were, and ftill 
are, puniftiable at the Courts kA Confervacy) 
to be to the Ufe of their own Company : S6 
that, in cffeft, it would have been transfer- 
ring that Power and Authority which wai 
Vetted in the City to the Company, and giv-- 
xng to them thofe Fines, which are by Char- 
ter * granted to the City. 

* Chart. 14 Charla 1 

K a Tmev 
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The V would likewife have had the Power, 
in Conjundion with the ff^ater Bditiff^ of gi* 
ving £)eputations to feize unlawful Nets, 6ff. 
which Power had always been and is exerci- 
fed by the Heater Bailiffs as Sub-Confervator. 
[And this would have been fuch a concurrent 
Jurifdiftion with that of the City, as would be 
highly dilhonourable in them to admit of]. ' 

They would alfo have joined the Clerk of 
their Company, with the JVater Bailiff^ in 
appointing the Seafons for Fifhing, and grant- 
ing of Licenfes for Fifhing in fuch Seafons, 
which has ever been the undoubted Right 
* of the faid JVater Bailiff folely, to grant in 
Vertue of his 'Office held under the City, 
and as Sub-Confervator. 

And, laftly. They would have had the 
Binding of their Apprehtices, and of admit- 
ting or making Tuch Free Fifhermcn, the 
which, with the appointing the Seafons, and 
granting of Licences, mull plainly appear to 
have been Privileges of the City's, and, as 
fuch, are Pefquifites of his Office, not only 
from the City*s antient Orders f made and 
cftablifhed long before the Company was in- 
corporated. But, by the very and faid Aft 
that pafTed, in Confequence of their Bill, 
and on the City of Lonaon*^ having, by their 
Councel, proved and made good their tui'- 
doubted antient Right and Cuftom to the 
abovefaid Authorities, Privileges and Per- 

♦ antient drdert, p. 1 j6. Sir Rolirt Duty't Or- 

dcrs, p. 64. 9 Jftne^ Cap. xxvi. Scdt. 4. p. 1 13. Fiiher* 
men's 9y-Laws. 

t -: — antient Orders, p. 1 26. Sir Mert Ducf% Or- 
ia, p. 64. 

quifites. 
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^fites, thus ftrongly attempted to be invadad 
and taken from them, it ^3;lamfeftly appears 
that th^ydo belong to the faid City, and 
long have been, and are Perquifites apper- 
taining, and enjoyed by' their Office of fVater 
Bmliff\ .and, a5 a final Argument of which, I 
(hall refer the Reader to the fourth Seftion of 
f his -faid * Aft ; and it was but very lately that 
fome fuch Innovations and Infringements were 
offered ^ain on a Bill being prepared to be 
brought into the Houf? of Commons, for 
Reviving the faid Company. 

And indeed, thefe very Authorities, Pri* 
vileges arid Perquifites, are but a fmall Re- 
compenGe, in Comparifon to 'that very great 
Expence the City of London is annually at, , 
in its Searches after Nufances, illegal Fiih- 
inss, i^c. on this faid River, and in holding 
of Courts of Confervacies for the Conferva-* 
tion and Prefervation of it and its Fifliery. 
♦ And notwithftanding the Company were, 
by their laid Charters, and this faid Aft, em- 
powered to affemble, make By-Laws, fefr. - 
yet the very Reftriftions they were under, in 
their Courts of Afliftants, being annually to 
be elefted, their By-Laws fubjeft to be aln 
lowed, altered or amended with others, by 
the Coixxt of the Lord Mayor and Alder-, 
men of London^ feems evidently to imply, 
as if the City had but even fo far made a 
Concfeffion of their Jurifdiftion and Autho* 
rity, merely for the Good of the Fifhery, as 
fuch a Body (of Fifliermcn) were undoubtedly 
?€ry fit and proper Judges for the forming 

K3' 
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and compiling of fuch Rules, Orders and By- 
Laws, as would be oioft conducive to and 
for the Benefit and Improvement of the fwd 
Fifliery. 

An JbftraSt of the Ch a r t er granted by 
King Charles the Firft, to the Companjt 
g/'Firhennen of the River g^Tham^, 
A.JP. 1634. 

Abftraaof 17^ I N G Charks tb$ Firfiy by Lett^s Pa- 
the Fifh.cr- J^ tents, dated the 29th of May^ 1634, 
Charti^ in the Tenth Year pf his Reign, incorpw^twi 
divers Perfons, e^erqifing Fishing in the River 
of Thames and Medfvay^ and all others inha* 
biting, or that fliould inhabit in the C6umie$ 
pf Middlefexy Surry ^ Efex'and Kent^ and in 
the City of London^ ufmg the Craft pf Filh* 
ing in the River of Thames^ and Piacds adja- 
cent, from the Bridge of Staim weftward, 
and fo to London Bridge eaftwand, and fixnn 
thence to Tendaly alias Tenlet, and the Wa- 
ters of M^dway^ in the laid Cotintie?* and fo 
far up the River Mcdwajfy till they meet with 
the Liberties pf the City of RMcbeftfiTy «nd al) 
other Waters within the faid Precioifts; and 
f^ommpnly uftng no other Handicnafi:,, and 
having ferved as Apprentices m the Craft 
Trade or Myftery o^^" a Fifticrman, fevcn 
Years, ormore^by theNameoftheWjiitkns, 
Afliftants and Commonalty of «h^ Art or 
]^yftery of Filhcrmen ef the River fbames : 
With Power iin^ir alia) to affemfate in foxnc 
Place within the City of London^ pr Suburbs 
fherepf^ and wkh the Allowance and Con- 

fcn$ 
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fart of the Lord High Admiral of England for 
the Time being, or his lieutenant ; the Judge 
of the Court of Admirak]r>or other executing 
that Place, and of the llovA, Mayor and Al- 
dermen of the City of London^ for the Time 
being, to make Ordiimnces for the good * 

Rule, Government, Survey, and Ordering 
of the faid Company, and of all Perfons 
whatfoever, ufing arid exorcifing the Art or 
Myftery aforefaid mdaia the faid Precinds 5 
as alfo for the Prefervation of the Brood* 
Spavm, and Fry of Fifli, and forI)eclaratioj;l 
with what Nets and Engines, and at what 
Times they fhall ufe Fifhing, and for Refor- 
mation and Preventing of Abufes and Incon- 
veniences, fc?r. fcf f . 

And with fuch Allowance and Confent, to 
limit Pains and Penalties, by Fines and Amer- 
ciaments, or by ahy other lawful Means, up-t 
cm all Breakers of fuch Ordinances. 

The tUgifttr mdMarJbal of the Court of 
Admiralty, and the ff^aier Bailiff of London^ 
his Deputy, or Deputies, to be prefent at 
fuchAflemblies, if they think fit, and to fit 
^ith the faid Wardens.and Afiiilants^ and to 
advke and affift them.: And to that End, the 
faid Wardens and Affiltants, are to give ' 
them Notice of the Times and Places of their 
AfTembiies. 

Ths King granting to the Company, the 
Fines forfeited by the Brepch of fuch Ordir 
nances •, Saving to the Adniiraltyj and the Of>. 
ficers of the Court of Admiralty, all Fines 
forfeited by the Breach of any of the faid 
Oniinances, within the Precindls aforefaid, 
ftoo) IjfndoH 3iidge e^ftward: And Saving 
K 4 W 
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to Them Power to levy and take the fatne^* 
according to the Cuftom of the faid Court. 

With Power alfo to eicft eight Wardens, 
and eighteen, or more, Affiflants, a Clerk, 
^ and a Beadle: The Wardens fo elefted to 
* take their Oaths of Office, before the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen of London^ or 
the Judge of Admiralty, and the Affiflants to 
take their Oaths of Office before the War- 
dens of the faid Commonalty and Ai&ft- 
ants. 

To continue in theirOffices for one whole 
Year^ and till other Wardens and Affiflants 
ihall be chofen. 

The King thereby alfo ordaining. That 
no Perfon in the faid Society, fhalldiredly or 
indireftly, take any Apprentice for any lels 
Term thzn feven Years. 

And that no Perfon ihall ufe the faid Art 
or Craft of Fi(hing within the Places afore^ 
faid, unlefs he fhall have ferved as an Ap- 
prentice to the faid Trade for feven Years $tt 
the leaft. 

Provided, That this Grant Ihall not pre^ 
judice the Privileges, Authority, Confer- 
vacy, and Super-intendency of the Lord 
High Admiral of England^ and the Judge of 
the Court of Admiralty ; or of the City of 
London, or the Mayor, or the Mayor and 
Aldermen ;, or the Mayor, Commonalty and 
Citizens of London^ in any Thing concerning 
the faid River of Thames, and Places aforer 
faid, and the Fifhing in the fame. But that 
it fliall be lawful for the Lord Admiral, &ff. 
^c. and all other their Officers and Miniftcrs, 
19 keep Court, Rule, Govern, Direft, Fine, 

Amerce^ 
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Amerce,^ and Order the Imo' Fifliermen, 
within the faid Precinfts pfitheir Govenv- 
ments, and Jurifdidion, in as large and am« 
pie a Manner as They, or any of Them ha4 
done, or ought to have done, according to 
their antientCuftoms and Privileges, concern* 
ing the fame. 

Then the Charter ^ reciting. That the King 
is informed, that the Diforders and Abuies m 
Fiihing, cannot be. reformed, but by the 
daily and prefent Punifliment of the Offen- 
ders, which may be fpeedily done by the Au- 
thority of the Court of Admiralty, none o- 
ther having Power, as the Charter afferts ♦, 
with fuch Expedition, to arreft their Boa'ts 
and Perfons upon the River of Thames^ from 
London Bridge eaftward, nor Power other- 
wife te proceed a^ainft them, but upon Pre- 
fentment at their Courts, which are not hol^ 
den above twice in a Year : So that, in the 
mean Time, great Spoil is made by thofe 
Offenders: And that, within the Limits a- 
forefaid. Anchors, Cables, Boats, Mafts, 
Yards, Flotfcn, Jetfon, Lagon, and other 
Goods, are often found, and taken up by 
FifHermen, and Others, a^ concealed, which 
ought to be prefented to the Court of Admi- 
ralty, to the End that the Lofers of the fame 
may thither repair, and there to hear of their 
Goods again, and fo obtain Reftitution, where 
Reftitution ought to be made. 

Ths faid Wardens and Afliftants, and e- 
very of them, and every one of the faid Com« 

' f Bat, ^ery^ Wl&ttlier the Court of AdoDuralty ha* 
Jui; fuch Power? 

monalrjTi 
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iponalty, aref directed, that as icon m thtf 
fliall have Notice, of any Breach of any fuch 
Prders and Coniticutions of the faid Conin 
pany, in Matter of Fi&ing from London 
fridge eaftward, or of any >Gchors, Cables, 
Bpats, Mafts, Yards, Ftotfon, Jctfon, La- 
gon, or other Goods, fo found aiid concealed, 
to prefent th6^Nanjes of the Offenders and 
Concealers, with the (^sdity of their Of- 
fences, and the Particulars of the Goodi, fo 
found and concealed, to the Court of Adnii*^ 
r^dty . And iikewife, for that from Stain's 
Bridge to Londtnt Bridge, many iuch Goods 
a.reotten found and taken up by Fifhermen, and 
Others, and concealed, which ought to be 
prefented to the like End, to the L^rd Mayor 
of London : The Uke Prefentment is direded 
to be made of the Breach, of all fuch Orders 
and Concealments, from Stam's Bridge to 
l4ondon hrid^. 

. NB. This- is the SuWtance of that Char^ 
ter. 

An Ahftro^ of the CHAHTElt, granted 
by King James the Second, to the Compa^ 

' fjy o/PtJhermettoftbeJ^iverofTh^me$^ 
A. P. 1687. 

AbftraftofD Y another Charter granted by King 
mSr ^ ^^'"^•^ tbeSecand (An. Meg. s) dated the 
CLartcr. Firftofjjffy, AD. 1687 (Reciting, that the 
Free Filhcrmcn of the Rivo: of STjames, ftood 
incorporated by King Charles the Firft^ in the 
tenth Year of his Reign % the Powers and 
Privileges whereof, had been foffcveral Yearsi 

paft^ 
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pad, aloioft extinguifhed for Want of du^ 
Execution) upon Refignation of the laid 
Cbart^r^ renews, and confirms the fame, and 
nominates one Mafter, ten Wardens, and 
twenty Afliftants of the faid Company, in 
Order to uke Care, by making good Ordtrs, 
That the Fry and Spawn of Fifli, be not dc- 
(Iroyed, arid that common Nufances in the 
faid River of fbamei^ and of the Medway^ 
and that Goods imported or exported, the 
fame (the Cuftoms not bemg paid) may be 
the better difcovercd. 

His M^efty therefore, incorporates the 
faid Mafter, Wardens and Afliftants, Inhabi- 
tants of the Counties of Middle/ex, Surry ^ 
%Jjex and J&ir/, and in the City of London^ 
and all others then inhabiting, or which Ihould. 
inhabit in the faid Counties and City ; ufing, 
or that fliould ufe, the faid Craft of Fifliing, 
in the faid River of Ibames^ and Places ad- 
jacent, frooi the Stone, called London Mark^. 
Siene^ weft wards of <f/aiVs Bridge, and fo to 
London Bridge, eaft wards ; and from thence. 
to Tend^lh. *has TenUt^ and the Waters of 
Medway^ in the Counties oiKenU LJfeXy A£d^ 
dUfix and Surry^ and fo far up the River 
Medway^ till they meet with the Liberties of 
Ro€hefter% and ^11 other Places, from the North 
foreland in i&ir/, to Harwcb ' in E£eXy which 
is conimonly r<Jputed the Mouth of the River 
oi'tbames \ anji all other Waters within the 
?recindls.aforefaid, not ufing any other Han- 
dycraft, and (hall have ferved, and have been 
brought up as an. Apprentice, in the Myftery 
of a FiihertiMn, for fcyen Years, or more, 
mo one Body Corporate, by the Name of 
^ the 
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the Matter, Wardens, Affiffants, and Com- 
monalty of the Art, or Myftery of Fifhermen 
of the River of Barnes ; to have perpetual 
Succelfion, and with Power to purchafe, and 
receive, grant, alien, and affign Lands and 
Chattels ; to fue and defend, and to ' have a 
Common Seal : That ten of the faid Society 
ihall be Wardens, and twenty others of the 
Commonalty, or more at the Direftions of the 
Mafter, Wardens, Affiftants, and Common- 
alty, fbali be.Affidants, and aflifting in all 
Caufes and Bufinefs. That the faid Mafter^ 
Wardens, and Affiftants, from the Time be- 
ing, Oiall, from Time to Time, aflemble in 
tome convenient Place in the City of London^ 
or the Suburbs thereof, by the Direftion of 
the Matter, and Major Part of the Wardens, 
and Affiftants, (o be appointed on publick 
Summons ; and may, in fuch Aflemblies, 
make fit and reafonable Laws, ^c. 6?^. which 
to them, or the greater Part, fhaH fcem pro** 
fitable for the Government of the f^id Com^^ 
pahy, and of all Perfons, ufing the Art of 
Filhermen j and for Declaration, in what 
Manner they fhall demean themfclves, in their 
iaid Offices and Art; and for Declaration^ 
with what Manner of Nets and Engines, and 
what Times, they (hall ufe Fifhing : And for 
Reforming, and Preventing former Abufes 
and Inconveniencies, and for the Prefervation 
of the Spawn and Fry of Fifh ; and for the 
publick Good of the faid Company • With 
Power to provide Pains and Penalties, by 
Fines and Amerciaments, to fuch Laws, (^e. 
iSc. At which Affemblies, the Water^BMiff 
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dLfindoH^ may be prcfent, and fit with them, 
and affift tbem in their Proceedings. 

And the King farther grants to the faid 
Company, all Forfeitures, Pains, Penalties^ 
Fines and Amerciaments, for not obferving 
the faid Laws, £s?f. &?r. to their own Ufc, 
faving to the Admralty^ all Fines due to that 
Court, by Reafon of the faid Laws, as hath 
been accuftomed, fo as they be reafonable and 
not repugnant to the Laws of this Realm ; 
and approved by the Judge of the Court of 
Admrmy^ or the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
of London. And the King appoints the . faid 
MaRer and Wardens aforenamed^ to continue 
in their faid Offices, until the Feaft of St. 
Peter ^^ 1688; and from thence, until ten 
others of the Affiftants, be chofen Wardens, 
as aftermentioned ; if they (hall fo long live, 
and fhall not be removed by the Major Part 
of the Wardens and Affiftants, for Misbeha- 
viour : And he appoints the faid twenty Per- 
fons, to be prefented Affiftants, and the other 
aforenamed Wardens, to be Affiftants, when 
their Wardenfliips expire ; they to be all fworn 
before they enter upon their Offices, viz. the 
new Mafter and Wardens, before the old 
Matter and Wardens, or any two of them \ 
and the Affiftants before the Wardens for the 
Time being. The faid Mafter, Wardens, 
and Affiftants, or the major Part of them, 
have Power yearly, on the Feaft of St. Peter^ 
or if that be on a Surtdofy the next Day, or at 
fome other Time, as they, or the major Part 
ihall think fit, in their Aflemblies aforefaid, 
to chufe out of the Wardens, a Mafter, and 
out of the Affiftants, ten Wardens, for a Year 

enfuing, 
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enfuing, and till a new Maftcr and Wardens 
(bail be chofen and fwom : And if any of the 
faid Mafter and Wardens die, or leave the 
Office, or be removed from the Office ; then 
the otiicr Wardens and Affiftants being af- 
fembled for that Purpofc, on Notice, may 
chufe a Maftcr out of the Wardens, and alfo 
Wardens out of the Affiftants, to fupply the 
Number of Maftcr or Wardens, till the Feaft 
of Sr. Peter \ and others be chofen and fworn. 
And, in Cafe of the Death of any of the faid 
Affiftants, that others be chofen in the like 
Manner, out of the Commonalty, to fupply 
the faid Number of twenty, or more Affift- 
ants. 

The Mafter, Wardens and Affiftants to 
cleft a Clerk for his Life, and to appoint two 
or more Beadles, with Power to difplace them 
upon juft Caufe, and cleft others in their 
Room, and adminifter Oaths to them, for the 
due Execution of their Office. And they 
have Power to purchafe a Hall, and any other 
I .ands, not exceeding the Value of 500 /. pf 
Annum. 

And it is ordained. That no Perfon of the 
faid Society, fliall take an Apprentice, for 
lefs than feven Years, and no Perfon (not 
ufing the Craft of Fifliing, as common Fifh- 
ermen^ without any other Art to live by) 
fhall ufc the faid Craft, as common Fiflicr- 
men, without they fhall have ferVed as an 
Apprentice for fcven Years at leaft, to that 
Trade. Provided, that this Grant Iball not 
prejudice the Privileges, Confervacv, artd 
Super-Intendancy of the Court of Aamiralty, 
or of the Qty oi London^ or Lord Mayor and 

Alder- 
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Aldermen. And for that many Anchors^ 
Cables, ^c. t^c, or other Goods, arc* found 
and concealed, which ought to be prefentcd 
to the Court of j&mirdtyy that the Loofers 
may have Reftiturion, the Maftcr, Wardens, 
Affiftants and Commonalty, and every of theni 
^re commanded, as foon as they fnaJl have 
Notice of the Breach of any of the iaid Or- 
ders and Inftitutions, to be made and allowed 
as aforefaid, in Matters of Fiftiing ; or if any 
Anchors, Cables, (Sc. (Sc. or other Goods 
found and concealed, as aforefaid, ' that they 
prefent the Names of the Oflfenders and Con- 
cealers, and the Quality of the Offences, and 
the Particulars of the Goods, found and con- 
cealed, to the 'Court of Admiralty, that Pu- 
niflimcnt may be inflid'ed on the Offenders ; 
and the like Notice to be given to the Lord 
Mayor, or Pf^ater Bailiff that Reflitution 
may be made. Provided, that every one of 
the faid Mafler, , Wardens, Affiftants and 
Commonalty, when they (hall be commanded 
by his Majefty, or by the Lords of the Privy- 
Council, or any fix of them, fhall forbear 
felling to any Denizens pr Aliens, any Fifh 
taken on any of the King's adjacent Coafts, 
to be tranfported out of the Realm, to any 
Places, beyond the Seas, for fo long as they 
fliall be fo reftrainedp under Penalty of the 
King's Diipleafure, aiid Puniihment accord* 
ing to Law. 

pRovi DE i>. That the faid Mafler, Wardens 
and Affiftants, fhall yearly become bound to 
the King, by Obligations figned and deliver- 
ed before the Lord Mayor, in two-hundred 
j Marks,- 
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Marks, on Condition^ that none of the faid 
Maftcr, Wardens, Afliftants and Commonalty 
(hall lade any Goods into any Ship or Veffcl ; 
^ unlcfs the Cuftoms, l^c. have been duly paid 

or iatisfied, and (hall give Notice of all other 
Goods, they fhall receive out of any Ship or 
Veflel, into any Boat, to the Cuftomers, 
Searchers, or Officers pf the Place ; to which 
Bonds fq figned, fealed and delivered, the 
Lord Mayor, and fome of the Precedent 
Wardens, fot the Year paft, flialj be Witnef- 
fes, and the fame ihall be delivered in two 
Days, by the Precedent Wardens, to the 
King's Attorney-General ; who, thereupon, 
Ihall deliver up the laft Year's Bond, if there 
appears no Caufe to the contrary. The Ma« 
fter. Wardens, and Affiftants are to take Care 
that no Foreign prohibited Fifh be imported^ 
except licenfed for the King's own Ufc : And 
that there be no Foreftalling, or Engroffing 
in the publick Fiili-markets, that fupply the 
City of London, but to acquaint the Juftices 
of the Peace therewith, that the Offenders may 
be puniflied. Power is referved to the King, 
by Order in Council, to remove any Mafter, 
Warden, Affiftant, or Clerk of the laid Com- 
pany, whofe Office Ihall thereupon be ipfo Fac^^ 
to, void, and another Ihall be chofen into the 
faid Office. 

Provided, That all Laws and Ordinances 
to be made by the faid Mafter, Wardens and 
Affiftants, (hall firft have the Allowance of 
the Judge of the Court of Admiralty, and 
the LordMayor and Court of Aldermen of 
Landofk 

Akh 
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. Anp the fFater Bailiffhzll .have Notice of 
all their Affcmblies. The faid Matter, War- 
dens and Affiftants, to be fubjed and obedient 
to the faid Court of Admircdiyy and to the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen^ con- 
cerning the ConferVacy of the faid Rivers and 
the Fi(hiog therein. 

As a farther Proof of the City's Right to 
the Jurifdiftion of the River of Thames^ and *^'* 

for the better Information of the Reader's 
Knowledge in the PafTage or fending of 
GoodSi &r. by Watermen, Lightermen, or 
Bargemen, on the faid River, I fhall now fee 
down an Abridgment, or the Heads of the 
feveral Statutes relating to the forming and 
governing of the Company of Watermen 
and Lightermen, with the Rates of Paffengers, 
and Carriage of Goods : In which the Autho- 
rity and Power that the City of London has 
therein, will more mamfeftly appear. 

The firft Statute relating thereto is in the Statutes 
2d and 3d of Philip and Mary^ Cap. xvi. concern-/ 
wherein it was enafted. That the firft Clburt JJ||^^^- 
of Aldermen of the City of London^ fliall Water 
chufc eight OverfeierSf out of the Watermen Carriage, 
between Grave/end and fVindfor^ for the keep- '^f- 2 & 3 
ing good Order among them. j^;^^ ^^^ 

A Penalty of two Months Imprifonment Cap. i6. 
on any two Watermen carrying any Perfon, 
without one of them hath been allowed by 
fuch Overfeers, and hath exercifed that Pror^ 
feffion twa Years. 

L None 
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None to work as Watermen fingly, unlefs 
he has ferved his Time as fuch, for two Years 
at leaft, on like Pain. 

The Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London 
and Juftices of the Peace, arc empowered to 
hear and determine any Offence ^ainft this 
Aft, and alfo to relieve Watermen opprefled 
by their Overfeers, and to* punifh them ac- 
cordingly. 
2 and 3 All Wherries not 12 Feet and half long, 
PhtlipzxA ^ peet and a half broad in the Midfhip, and 
clp^'ie ^ffici^^t ^o ^^rry two Perfons on one Side 
right, are to be forfeited. 

Penalty on Watermen withdrawing 
themfelves in Times of Prefling, imprifon- 
ment for a Fortnight, and prohibited Rowing 
^ Year and a Day. 

The Overfeers to make Rules and Orders 
for their Government, examine their Boats 
before Launched, ^c. Penalty *5 /. 

Penal-ty on any refufing to take fuch 
Office. 

Western Bargemen to be anfwerable for 
their Servants, and whom to employ as 
fuch. 

* The Court of Aldermen to affefs the 
Fares of Watermen, and 40 i. Penalty, with 
half a Year's Imprifonment on Watermen 
taking more. 

By Statute 8th Elizabeth^ Cap.xiii. Seft. 4. 
all Sea-faring Men, dwelling near ^t^bames^ 
and licenfed by the Trinity-Houfe^ may Row 
and carry Paffengers in their Wherriesr,^ as 
other Watermen do, who are to be drawn 

* FU. 6 H.VIII. Cajvvii 

under 



under no pther Government but the laid 2r/- 

nity OiRce. • • 

No Waterman is to tafee a Servant or Ap- 
prentice, unlefs he hath been an Apprentice 
as fuch for five Years before, with the Age^ 
and Time, of Service of their Apprentices. 

This A6t not to hinder Watermen's Sons 
formerly trained up in Rowing, and of fuffi- 
cient Age," &c. to work as liich. 

The eight Overfeers to caufe their Orders 
to be read openly in fheir Common Hall twice 
a Year. 

The Loi*d Mayor of London may fummori 
any Perfon inhabiting within London^ or its 
Libef ties, to appear before him, upon Com- 
plaint of any Citizen ; and, for Non-appear- 
ance^ may grant his Warrant againft him,' 
and hath Power to hear and determine Differ- 
ences between Party and Party. . , , 

If any Apprentice, or other Perfon, ffiall yjf'- i- 
be carried on board a Ship, and there de- ^^ ^^' 
tained againft his Will, the Lord Mayor may 
fend his Warrant by his W'ater Bailiffs and 
dompel the Captain or Commander of the 
Veffel to releafe fuch Perlbn. 

The Statute nth arid 12 th of William then and 12 
thirdj Cap. xxi* confirms all other Afts re- ^•^^^• 
latuig to this Company, ahd not altered hereby.' *P' ^** 
Lightermen to be of the fanfie Society and 
Company of Wherry men and Waternien. 

Who are to be fubjeft to the fame Rules 
^nd Orders •, but Trinify-men^ Fifliermen, Bal- 
laftmcn, Weftern Barges, and Mill Boats, 
Chalk Hoys, ^F^ggot and Wood Lighters, and 
other Craft carrying the fame^^ are excepted. 

t 2 , ' Th^ 
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The Lord Mayor- and Court of Aldermeri 
to eled annually eight Watermen and three 
Lightermen to be Overjiers and Rulers of the 
laid Company, to maintain good Order, 6?r. 

The faid Rulers and Afliftants to Chufe 
fixty, and not lefs thaA forty of the WatCT^- 
men, and nine of the Light^rnien, .to be Af- 
liftants of the Company, and who (hall year- 
ly prefent to the faid Court of Aldermen five 
Watermen,, and two Lightermen, to be Au- - 
ditors of the Company's Accounts, with a 
Penalty on refufing, or fiot well performing 
fuch Offices, and which Rulers, Auditors, 
and Afliftants, are empowered to 'make Rules 
and Orders, with Penalties, for .the good 
Government, ^c. of their Company, but to 
be firll approved by the faid Court of Alder- 
men, and after by the Lord Chief Juftice of 
either Bench. 
J 1 and 12 The Lord Mayor and Aldermen,^ and Ju- 
^m- ftices of the Peace in their Jurifdidions, ad- 
^^P- 2'- joining to the Thames^ between Grave/end and 
tVindfor^ on Complaint of fuch Overfeers and 
Rulers, to hear and determine Offences againft 
this A61, and levy the Penalties by Diftrefs. 

Lightermen not regiftering themfelves 
and Servants in the Company's Books, by 
the 29 th of Sept ember y to forfeit 5 '/. a Week 
for working any fuch Veflel, i^c. . 

Penalty on any one (Trinity-men excepted) 
who fliall Row or Ply on the River in Boats, 
for carrying of Paflengers for Profit, unlefs 
Watermen, their Servants or Apprentices; 
and how the Penalties of this Aft are to be 
paid. 

Owners 
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Owners, fc?^. of any Keys betwixt the 
Hermitage Bridge and* London Bridge^ may 
ufe their Lighters ^s heretofore, employing 
qualified Watermen or Lightermen •, and 
Woodmongers may ufe their Lighters by 
themfelves, or Servants, for carrying their 
own GooSs only. 

Persons keeping Layftalls and Gardeners 
may carry -their owii Goods, Cffr. as here- 
tofore. 

Offences againft this A61 to be profe- 
CUted within thirty Days. . 

Persons may plead the general Iflue, if 
profecuted for any Thing done in purfuance 
of this Aft. 

The Rulers, 6fr. to appoint forty Water- 
men to rly every Sunday between Vaux-hall 
and Litne-houfe^ for carrying Paffengers acrofs 
the River, at a Penny eaqh : How that Mo- 
ney is to be applied. 

This Aft not to impeach the Duke of 
Richmond's Riglit? as Lord of the Manor of 
Gravefend^ for holding the Court of Water- 

* Courfe, for the better governing oF-Barges^ 
Boats', &c. ferrying from Grave/end to London. 

Nor hinder tfie Watermen of St. Marga- 
refsy Wejlminfter^ for Plying crofs the River 
from W^Jiminfter Bridge to Standgate, and 
from the Horje-ferry to Lambeth Bridge ofi 
Sundaysy'&tc. for the Benefit of their own 

* Poor and Widows, (^c. 

The next Statute is the 4th and 5th of Jnne^ ^ and j 

Cap. Xiii. ^nne, 

Sect. i. Repeals the Claufcs in the ift of Cap. ij* 
Jac.T. Cap. xvi. that reftrains the taking of 
Apprentices xAl they arrive at the ifeveral 

^^ L 3 Age« 
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Ages of cigHteen and fixteen, and every Rule 
piade for reftraining of any Lighterman of 
"Waterman from taking Apprentices. 

Sect, 2. The Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen to review, alter aild amend all the 
By Laws of the Company,' 
A Annie ^ There was another Adl paffed the 4th 
Cap. 1 9. Ytzx of this Queen Anne^, Cap.* xi3^. Sedl. 1 8. 
"Wh E R E I N mere is a Penalty of one Month, 
and' being difabled from any Privilege of a 
Waterman, &fr. for two Years, on any fuch 
Waterman, i3c. abfconding from ferving oa 
boaird his Majefty'.s Nayy, op being fum- 
mphed thereto, &?r. ^c. 
2Ge9 II. Also another Adl, paffed in the 2d pf 
0ap. 26. his prefent Majefty King George^ Cap.xxvi. 
- WifEREiN it is enacted, ' That noWater- 
jnan ffjall take an Apprentice, unlefs he be 
an Hpiife-keeper, or have fome known Ha: 
Bitation, which he is to Regifter with the 
Clerk of the Company, on Penalty of 10/. 
on Convidlign Before the Lord- Mayor, or 
Juftice of the Peace, by Diftrefs, i^c. the 
Clerk of the Company to regiftei Waterqiep^s 
habitation, and Removal, without Fee. 

No Apprentice to take on him the folc 
Care and Management of any Boat till he 
b^ fixteen, if a Waterman's, or i7 Years of 
Age if a Landman's Son, unleis h^ hath 
'jvorked with an able Waterfiian for two Years 
at leafl:, on Pain of 10 J. uppn the Maftef, 

How Offenders againft ^he Company's 

Rules and Orders are to bcpunifhed, incaf^ 

no Diftrefs is ^o be found, 

t^.II, * Any Perfdn rowing on the Thames fojr 

^ap.^6. Hire or Gain, ^nd not having ferved feveh 
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Years Apprenticelhip to a Waterman, 6?^. 
(Trinity-men^ Filhermen, Ballaft-men, and 
Perfons employed in the Weftern Barges, 
Mill Bbats,- Chalk Hoys, Faggot or Wood 
Lighters, Dung Boats and Gardeners Boats) 
fhall forfeit lo /. to be levied as afbrcfaid. 

The Nunlber oif the Company's Afliftants 
to be reduced to thiffiy for the future. 

This AA not to prejudice the Right of 
the Lord' of the Manor of Grave/end^ for 
holding his Court jof Water Courfe, (^c. 

Nor to prejudice any Grants or Ufages 
held by the Mayor, t?^. of Grave/end and 
Milion. 

The Leffees, Owners and Occupiers of 
any Keys betwixt the Hermitage Bridge* and 
London Bridge, may ufe their Lighters for 
carrying their own Goods, ^c. to it from 
their Keys and Wharfs, and Ships loading 
and unloading, and may employ any Water- 
man or Lighterman, duly qualified, as is in 
the faid A<9: of ir and 12 of William the 
Third direfted. 

How the Penalties and Forfeitures of this 
A61 are to be fued for and applied ; and all 
' Profccutions to be commenced in a Month. 

All Conftables and Headboroughs to be 
aiding and affifting in the due Execution of 
this Aft ; and in Cafe of any Suit being com^ 
menced againft any Perfon for any Thing 
done in purfuance of this A61, or any former 
A6t relating to the Water Service, fc?^. the 
. Aftion to be brought in thirty Days, and fuch 
Perfon may plead' the general IfTue, &?r, i^c, 

Xhis Aft to be deemed a publick Aft, fe?f, 
L4. Th^RS 
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3 G«. II. Therr is another Statute of 3 George II. 
Cap. U; Cap. II, which relates to the Commiffioners, 
for regulating the Prices to be taken for the 
Paflkge of Barges, &fc. the Navigation of the 
Thames and Ifis^ from London weftward to 
Cricklade^ &c, by the Owners of Locks, Wears, 
^r. and all other RedreiTes, Regulations, &c« 
(not derogating from the Jurifdi^tion of the 
Lord Mayor, ^c. of London) Se&. i8. Every 
Bargemafter, and the Owner of the Barge, &fr« 
(hall be anfwerable for any Damage done by 
his Barge, i^c. or any of the Crew, either by 
fiftiing with Nets, taking any Gan)e, or to 
the Locks, Bridges, £ffr. adjoining to the 
River, (^c. ^c. 
4Gf«. II. Therp is likewife another Statute, 4 
Cap, 24. George IL Cap. 24. wherein Ferry-boats are 
not to be deemed large Craft, and ftatt bot« 
tomed Boats and Barges, navigated from 
Windfor^ or any Place between that Town and 
Kingfion to other Places on the River, (hall be 
deemed Weftern Barges, and may navigate as 
far as London Bridge ; and Perfons navigating 
the fame, Ihal! not be fubjeft to ?he Pert2»lties 
of Stat. 2 George 11 Cap. 26. 
IpGeoM. Th?rb is alfo another Stat, of 10 George 
cip. }!• II. Cap. 3 1, whhich relates to Wherries, Tilt* 
boats, Barges, and other Veffcls, for carrying 
Paflengers and Goods between Windfor 2M 
Grave/end^ for Hire, wherein the Age, Time 
of Service, ^c. relating to the Apprentices is 
mentioned. 

No Tilt*boat, Rowbarge, ,or other Boat, 
%o carry more than thirty-fcven PafirngerSi 
and three more Paflengers only, if brought on 
go^rd by the Way ; r(or to carry in any other 

fioat, 
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Boat, or Wherry, more than eight Pafleri- 
gers, and two more only, if called in by the 
Way ; nor to carry in any Wherry or Ferry- 
boat, allowed to work on Sunday s^ more than 
eight Paffengers. Penalty on every Tilt-boat^ 
on Convidion, by the Oath of one Wit- 
nefs, ^c. 5 /• for the firft Offence, lo /. for 
the fecond Offence, and for the third Offence, 
to be disfranchifed for 12 Months; and in 
Cafe any greater Number Ihall be carried in 
any Tilt-boat, &?f . and any Paffenger drown- 
ed, every Perfon, who Ihall work fuch Boat, 
and convifted, ihall be guilty, and punifhed 
as a Felon. 

All Tilt-boats to be of fifteen Tons Bur- \^Geo,ll. 
then, arid other Boats, not lefs than three Cap. 31- 
Tons Burthen, in the long Ferry, between 
London Bridge, and Gravefendy precept fuch 
Boat, (hall be hired for private Ufe, on Pe- 
n^ly, 10 /. 

Gravesj^nd Wherries, with a clofe Deck, 
or with Bails nailed to the Boats, and which 
are not moveable, for carrying of Paffengers 
for Hire, between X^»fo» Bridge, and Graves- 
end (Tilt-boats only excepted) are not there 
to be ufed, on Penalty of 10 /. 

SucHPerfons loofing their Tides, to and 
from London Bridge, and Grc^efend^ either 
negligently or wilfully, by putting on Shore, 
for Paffengers (except as is herein direfted) or 
by waiting by the Way, by Means whereof 
the Paffengers fliall be landed two Miles Ihort, 
fuch Paffengers ihall be difchargqd from pay- 
ing their Paffages. 

The Rulers of the Company ih^l appoint; 
Officers,, ^o ring a Bell for Sfteon Minutes, 

every 
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every high Water at London Bridge, and the 
firftof FloodatGr^i;<?/^»i, and if any Boat ply- 
ing for Paffengers, or having Paffenger$ on 
board, does not immediately depart, and pro- 
ceed, after the Ringing of fuchBell, without ly- 
ing or putting on Shore, within two Miles of 
Billingsgate^ or Gravefeni^ for the takinge in of 
Paffengers -, or if any fuch Boat, • during the 
•whole Ferry, fhall not be navigated by two 
able Men, the younger to be eighteenr Years 
of Age at leaft, the Owner of fuch Boat, fhall 
forfeit 5 /. on Conviction of the Oath of one 
Witnefs, before any Jflftice, where the Of- 
fence was committed, or the Offender found, 
half to the Informer, fcf r. ^ 

Penalty of 50 /. on fuch faid Rulers, 
neglefting to put up fuch Bells, and appoint- 
ing Officers to ring them. 

Forty Shillings on fuch Perfon, not du- 
ly Ringing the faid Bells. 

Ho w the Penalties (no otherwife here direft- 
cd) are to be levied. 

The Penalties may be fued for by the Rulers 
of the Company, or any two of them. 

Nothing herein Ihall hinder any. Perfon 
from Working any flat^bottomed Boats or 
Barges^ entitled to work by 4 Geo, II, Cap. 24. 

Suits profecuted for any Thing done in pur- 
fuance of this Aft, (hall be commenced with- 
in fix Months after the Faft, and Ihali be 
brought in London^ MiddlefeXy Surry, EJfeXy 
Kent, Bucks, or Berks, and the Defendant may 
plead the general Iffue, and recover treble 
Cofts. 

* This Aft to be a publick Aft, 

'f See 3 Geo. II, Cap. 26. Seft. i. 
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J Jhall in the next Place incert^ a Table of 
the Rates or Prices^ appointed by the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the G-^ 
ty 5)r London, to be taken by the Water^ 
men^ rowing from Place to Place^ upon 
the Piver of T'han^es, between Graves- 
end, and Windfor, which are as follows : 

Rates of the Watermen, do\yn the River, 
whole Fare, or with Company, in Oars 
or Scullers,. 



h ^ 



h 



Rates below London Bridge. 

Fare. 

FROM London to Graves- 
end 

From London to Graysy 0x1 
Greenhith J 4 

From London to Purfleet^ or 
Eritb 

From London to fVolwicb 2 

From London to Blackwall 2 

From London to Greenwich^ or > 
Deptford i * 

Oars, 

From London Bridge to Lime-l 
boufe, NewcranCj ShadwellX 
Dock, Bell Wharf, Ratcliff ^ ^ ^ 
Crofs 

From London Bridge to IVap- 
ping Dock, flapping new, 
and old Stairs, the Hermi- >o 6 
tage^ Rotberbit^ Churcl}- j 
^tairs, mdRotberbitb Stairs J 



Comp. A Tabic 
of Watcr- 
9 men's 
R^tes. 

8 



4 

4 



? 3 
Skulls 



Q 



From 
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From St. Olave^s to Rotherhitb^ 

Church-Stairs, and Rother- \o 603 
bitb Stairs j 

From BHlingfgate^ or from St. 1 , 
Olav€'stoSt.Saviour'^ym J^ ^ 

Over the Water direftly, in 
the next Skuller, between 
London Bridge and Lime- 
boufe 

Rates of Oars and Skullcrs, a^e London 
m Bridge. 

/ 



>o 



Oars. 

From any Stairs, between Lon-1 
don Bridge and Wefimin" \o 6 
M j 

From either Side above Z>«-1 
don Bridge to Lambetb and >i o 
Varnhdl : J 

From Black-Friers^ jDorfet^ orl 
Temple Stairs, or from Paul's \o 8 
Wharf to Lambetb J 

From Wbiteball to Lamhetby \ , 
oxVauxhall 5^ ^ 

Over the Water diredly in T 
the next SktiUer, between \o o 
London Bridge and Fauxballj 

Rates up the JRiver^ 

Fare. 

FROM London to Cbelfea,^ 
Batterfea^ or Wands- \t 6 
\ worth J 

To Putney^ Fulbam^ Barn-Elms z o 



SkuL 



o 5 
Q 4 

o 3 



3 

4 

To 
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Fare. 
To Hammerfmitby Cbifwicky or 

Mortlack 
To Brentford^ IJlewortb^ 

Ricbfnond 
To Twickenham 
To Kingjion 
To Hampton-Court 
To Hampton Town, Sunhury^ 

and Walton j 

To Walton^ fFeyhidgey and) 

To 4y/tf/»r 12 

To /T/Wy^r 14 



4 

5 
6 



7 o 



o 
o 



Comp» 



6 

6 
9 

Q 
O 



Q 
O 



•> 



O 

o 

o 



o 
o 

2 



jfs to the Rates for carrying of Goods and 
Pajfengers in the Tilt^Boats, between 
London and Gmvcfcnd ; they are asfoU 
lowetb. 

I 

FOR half a Firkin 
For a whole Firkin 
For a Hogfhead 
For a Hundred of Cheefe, Iron, 

or any heavy Goods 
For a Sack of Salt, or Corn 
For an ordinary Cheft or Trunk 
For an ordinary Hamper 
For every fingle Perfon in thev 

Paffages i 

For the Hire of the whole Tilt-> 

Boat r 



o o 



o 
o 
o 



o 
o 
o 



i. 

I 

2 

o 

4 

6 
6 
6 



o o 6 

12$ 



After what has been faid of the Rates and 
and Fares, to be demanded by Watermen, 

plybgj' 
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plying^ or exercifing their Boats, within thif 
Juh£diAion, perhaps, the Reader will not be 
difpleafed to hear in what Manner, Barges of 
a large Burthen are navigated, and their Goods 
carried up and down this River wellwards, 
from and into the very Heart of the Kingdom ; 
I fliall, in the next Place, ^ve an Account of 
the Navigation of this River oi Thames^ from 
its Beginning 2xL£cblade^ till it comes to Stain\ 
Bridge, a little above which commences, as 
hath been faid, the City of London* s Jurifdiclion, 
with an Account of all the Locks, that are 
built thereon, eipecially as they are an Inven- 
tion fo ufeful to the Publick ; and b^ Means 
pf which, Tradefmen and Farmers are enabled 
to fend their Goods to an advantageous Mar- 
ket, and at the fame Time, the moft popu- 
lous Cities 2iXt fupplied with Neceflaries of all 
Sorts, at a moderate Price. 
Q^jjjp > To explam this, we need only obferve, that 
i^xdvs, the principal Obftruftion to the Navigatioli 
fcff.<Hithcof moll Rivers, being the Want of Water, 
^ifumes. efpecially in the Summer Time, when the 
Springs are low ; in Order to remedy this In- 
convenience, in the River Thames^ which is 
now navigable, 138 Miles, above London 
Bridge, the Ufe of Locks was happily invent- 
ed, which are a Kind of wooden Machines, 
placed quite a-crofs the River, and fo con- 
trived, as totally to obftruft the Current of 
the Stream, and dam up the Water,, as long. 
as it fhall be thought convenient. By this 
Artifice the River is obliged to rife to a 
p-oper Height, that is, till there is Depth e- 
nough for the Barge to pafs over the Shal- 
lows 5 which done, the confined Waters' are 
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fet at Liberty, aftd the loaded Veffel continues 
its Voyage, till another Shoal requires the fame 
Contrivance,, and again retards its Courfe. 

But though this Method is extremely con- 
venient, it is attended with great Charge to 
the Navigators or Bargemen, for they are 
obliged to pay in ohe Voyage near fourteen 
Pounds, I mean, if they pafs through all the 
Locks in their Paffage to or from London. 
This extraordinary Expence is chiefly oaring 
to the Locks bemg the Property of private 
P.erfons, who raife a large annual Income 
therefrom ; which may be readily eftimated, 
ifweconfidcr that 300 Barges pafs and re- 
pafs, at leaft fix Times in a Year -, and yet, 
which is ftill more furprifing, the Charge of 
the Loclcs is not above one third of the Ex- 
pence of a fmgle Voyage, but which would 
greatly be reduced, and the Carriage of 
Goods confequently become cheaper, Vere - 
th«re proper Regulations for their Navigating, 
(^c. their VeflTels, duly eftabliOied. 

But that the Reader may ftill have a 
clearer Notion of this Matter, I fhall fubjoin 
a Lift of all the Locks on the River ThameSy 
with their Diltance from each other, and the 
Price the Barges are obliged to pay ; and 
herein it is to be noted, that though between 
Lechlade and Oxford^ there are few or no 
Locks, yet in Summer, when the Water is 
low, they pay what is here fet down for Flafhes 
only. 



Places 
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•! 



Diftance by 
Water, 
Places. Miles. 

Lecblade to St. jabn^s Bridge, 
Stone 

Bujket Lock ^ 

Farmer*% Wires, or Weirs 
Lx)wer Farmer*s Wires - 

Day's Wires 

Radcoi BridgCj Stone — 
Beck's Wires ■ 

Oldman's Wires — r- 
Rufiy Wire ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 

Rudges -— : 

Thames Wire 

Ducksford Wire — 

iS&J(?ri Wire 

Limbrefs 

iVm? Bridge, Stone — 

Cock's Wire ^ 

Noah's Ark - 

Langley's ■ 

P/«/e/i? -^ -^ 

5tf/J^'s Wire 

King's Wire 



1 

I 
I 

2 
I 
2 

I 
I 

I 

3 

I 

I 
I 

I 

2 
2 
I 
1 
2 
I 
2 
I. 
2 
2 

Culham Turnpike, and the old i 

Lock ~ ~ f2 
Culham Bridge, Stone — | 

5«^/<>» Lock — — I 

Carry over 40 



Godftow Bridge, Stone — , 
Oicford — r— ■■ ■ 
Ifl^ Turnpikes '1 - ' 
Sandford Ltock^ and Turnpikes 
Newham Lock 



of 

What 

paid. 

/. 5. d. 



o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 



000 
I 15 o 

500 
Places 
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I)iftanceby What 
Water. 
PJaces. Miles. 

Brought over 40 



i 6/ 



henfon Lock --i-=- 
^allingford Bridge, Stone 
Mousford Lbck — . 
Cleve Lock rf;-, „Ti. 

Goring Lock . 

Harf% Lock ^^ 

Whitchurch Lock . 

Mapk-Burham Lock - 
Caverjbem Lock and Bridge, 

Wood ., 

Sunning Lock and Bridge, Wood 3. 
CottreFs Lock — 

Ai^Lock -^ . 

/fc»^ Bridge, Wood 
Hamldon Lock -t— ^ 



6 

4 

I 

a 

3 
I 

- 'a" 
2 
I 
2 



}3 



New Lock -i- — i-^ — 

Temple Lock — 

Marlow Lock and Bridge, Wood 

Bnlter'^ Lock ^ . 

Maidenhead 'AndgCj Wood - 
Windfor Bridge^ Wood -^ 
D^/^it^/ Bridge, Wood --^ 
Stain*^ Bridge, Wood — 
O^r/yiy Bridge, Wood — -^^ 
King/ion Bridge, Wood -*— • 
Fulham bridge. Wood . ■ 
Weftminfter Bridge^ Stone —, 
London Bridge, Stone 



3 
• 4 

I 

2 

4 

I 

2 

4 

8 
I 

6 
6 

10 

14 

14 

2 



Total 138! 



paid. 
/. s.d. 



o 

I 

2 
I 

5 

o 
12 



d 
o 
o 

Q 

d 
o 
b 
o 
6 



o 12 6 



10 

7 

7 
o 

9 

7 

3 

4 

7 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

10 

o 

o 

o 



o 
6 
6 
o 
o 
6 

6 
O 
6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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N. B. . From this Table it plainly appears, 
F^^J^j That a Barge pafling from Lecmade to 
London, pays .i 3 /. 15/. 6d. and from. O^f/iri 
to London^ ill. iSs. 

But this is a Charge only in Summer, and 
paici for FlaJheSj when the Water is low. 

Secondfyj It alfo appears, that this noble* 
Stream is navigable 138 Miles one half above 
London Bridge, and upwards - of 200 Miles 
from Lechiade to the Sea. 

Likewise, that there is noliock on this 
River from London Bridge till you come to 
Boiler's Lock, which is 51 Miles and an half. . 

Nor will it be improper to fubjoin an Onier 
made by the Court of Rulers, Auditors, and 
Affiltants of the Company of Watermen on 
the River Thames^ forbidding any indecent 
Behaviour or Expreflion towards their Fare, 
or whilft Plying or Rowing on the River. It 
runs thus : . 

AnOfder " Whereas feveral Watermen, Lightef- 

for decent men, and the Apprentices of fuch, whilft 

amon'T^ they are Rowing, working upon the River 

Watermen ^'^^^^'^^^ at their feveral refpeftive Placesof 

on the refort, or plying Places, between Gravefend and 

River of JVindfor^ do often ufe immodeft^ obfcene and 

Uames. j^^^ Ejcpreffions, towards Paflengers,.and 

to each other as are ofFenfive to all fober Per- 

fons, and tend extremely to the Corruption 

and Debauchery of Youth. For Prevention 

therefore of fuch illPradices for the future, 

it is hereby declared and ordained by the 

Court 
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Court afofefaid, That if any Waterman or 
Lighterman, after the i6th Day of Ollober^ 
1 70 1, fhall^ upon the faid River, or at any 
Place of their Refort, as aforefaid, be guilty of 
ufing any fuch lewd Expreffions, and be there- 
of duly convidted by one or more Witncfs or 
Witneffes, or by Confeffion of the Offender 
before the RUlers of this Company, he fhall 
forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence the 
Sum of 2 J. 6 d. And if any Waterman or 
Lighterman*i5 Apprentice Ihall herein offend, 
the Mafter or Miftrefs of every fuch Offender, 
(the Offender being duly cdnvided as afore- 
faid) (hall forfeit and pay the like Sum of 
IS, 6d. and in cafe of Refufal, the Offender 
Ihall fuffer Corredion, as the Rulers of this 
Company (hall in their Difcretion think fit and 
neceflary -,. which faid Forfeitures (when paid) 
Ihall be applied to the Ufe of the poor, aged, 
decayed, and maimed Members of the Com-- 
pany, their Widows and Children." 

Dated at the Hall of the faid Company, 
this 8th Day of Off ober^ 1701. 

E. Knight^ Clerk. 

To conclude : I (hall here add an Aft of 
Common Council of the City of London, made 
in purfuance of Statute 2 7th Henry the Eight h, 
A.D. 1538, for the Prefer vation of the River 
of Thames: 

An A€t of 

* Whereas by a Statute made in the 27th Common 

* Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord^^ouncU 
'YisT^Hemy the Eighth, (^/V/^ Page 108.) a^^Vadfr 

* mong other, for Reformation of the River of the 

M 2 ' oinamis. 
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* of T^bames^ by calling in Dung and oAer 

* Filth, many great Shelves, and other Rifings, 
' ha'^ of late grown, and been made within 

* the faid River : By rcafon whereof many 
' great Breaches have enfued by Occafion 

* thereof, which of likefliall be the Occafion 
' of the utter Deftruction of the faid River^ 
' unlefs that the fame Law be put in due Ex- 

* ecution, according to the true Intent and 
' Meaning thereof. 

' Wherefore, for a future Reformation 

* of the fame, and to the Intent that the faid 
' good and wholefome Statute may be put 

* in more Execution, and better Knowledge of 

* the People,- 

' It is enafted by the Authority of this 

* Common Council, That Proclamation may 

* be made within this City, and the fame to 
' be put in Writing, and Tables thereof made, 

* and fet up in divers Places of this City, 

* That it fliall be lawful to every Perfon ©r 

* Perfons, to dig, carry away, and take away 

* Sand^ Gravel, or any Rubbifh, Earth, or 

* any Thing lying and being in any Shelf or 

* Shelves, within the faid River of Thames^ 

* without Lett or Interruption of any Perfon 

* or Perfons, and without any Thing paying 

* for the fame ; and after that, to fell the fame 
' away, or otherwife occupy or difpofe of the 

* faid Gravel, Land, or other Thing, at their 

* free Liberty and Pleafure. 

'And that all Paviors, Bricklayers, Tilers, 

* Mafons, and all others that occupy Sand or 
V Gravel, fhall endeavour themfelves, with all 

* Diligence, to occupy the faid Sand or Gra- 

* vel, and none other, paying for the faiise 

I * reafon- 
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* reafonably, as they (hould or ought to pay, . 
' for other Sand or Gravel digged out of o- 

* ther Men's Grounds about the faid City, 
^ which after is filled again with much filthy 

* Things, to the great Infedion of the Inha- 
' bitants of the faid City, and all others re- 
' pairing unto the fame ; and that further 
' humble Suit be made to the King's High- 
-^ nefs, that all Perfons having Lands or Te- 
' nements along the faid River-fide, upon 

* certain Pain by his Highnefs, and the Lords • 
^ of his honourable Council, to be limited^ 

* (hall well and fufficiently repair and maintain 

* dl the Walls and Banks adjoining unto their 
^ faid Lands, that fo the Water, may not, nor 

* fhall break in upon the fame, and the fame 

* to be continued till the Time the faid noble 

* River be brought again to its old Courfe 

* and former State. 

* And that ftrong Grates of Iron, along the 
Vfaid Water-fide, and alfo by the Strect- 
' fide, where any Water-Coyrfe is had into 

* the faid Thames^ be m^de by the Inhabitant's 

* of every Ward, fo a long the faid Water, 
^ as of old Times has been accuftomed, and 

* that every Grate be in Height 24 Inches 

* at the leaft, as the Place fliall need 5 and, in 

* Breadth, one from another one Inch, and 
^ the fame to be done with all Expedition and 

* Speed. 

* And if the Occupiers of the faid Lands 

* and Tenements make Pefault, contrary to 

* the Ordinance aforefaid, or elfe if any Per- 
^ fon or Perfons in great Rains, or other 
^ Times, fweep their Soilage or Filth off their 
'^Houfes into the Channel, and the fame 

. M 3 * after- 
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f afterwards is conveyed into the ^bamss^ 
' every Perfon fo offending IhalF forfeit for 
.* every fuch Default is. % d. and that upon 

* Compl^nt to be made to any Cpnllable next 
^ adjoining to the faid Place where any fuch 

* Default Ihall be found^^ it (hall be lawful for 

* the faid Conftablc, or his fufEcient Deputy, 

* for the Time being, from Time to Tinie, 

* to diftrain for the faid Offence,^ and to re- 

* tain the fame irreplagiable. 

Theu E is alike Law tobe obferved and kept J 
and like Penalty to be paid by every Penon 
that burns Ruftie's and Straw in their Houiibs^ 
or wafh in the common Streets or Lanes, and 
to be recovered as aforefaid •, and the one 
Moiety thereof to be to the Mayor and Com^ 
monaky, and the other Moiety to be divided 
betwixt the faid Conftable that taketh Pain, 
and the Party-Findfer of the faid Default. 
And if the Conftable, or his Deputy, refufe 
to do his Duty, according to the true mean- 
, ing of this A61, that then the Conftable, or 
his Deputy, which Ihall fo refufe to do his 
Duty, as aforefaid, fliall forfeit and pay for 
every Time fo oflFending 3 J, 4 ^. and the fame 
PensJty of the Conftable, to be recovered 
and oUained by Diftrefs irreplagiable, to be 
taken by any of the Officers of the Chamber 
of London^ to the Ufe of the Mayor and Com- 
monalty of London^ and further^j that no 
Perfon or Perfons^ haying any Wharf or 
Houfe by the Water-fide, ' make not their 
Lay-ftalls where the common Rakers of this 
City ufe to repofe and lay all their Soilage, 
p be carried, away by them with their 
1 : ^ Dung. 
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Dung-boats ; and that the faid Rakers Ihall 
lay their faid Dung, carried in their fai(i 
Diii^-boats, to fuch convenient Place or 
Places, as {hall be appointed by the Lord Mayor 
bf London^' for the Time being, ,with the Ad^ 
vice of his Brethren, the Aldermen of the 
fame, and to no other .Plaqe or Places, upon 
Pain to forfeit for every fuch Default 5 /. to 
be recQvcred in any of the King's Courts with- 
in t\i^C\Vf oi London^ by Bill, Plaint, Moiety 
of Debt or Information, by any Perfon that 
will or (hall fue for the fame j the one Moiety 
therecrf" 10 be unto the Mayor and Commo- 
nalty of London J and the other Moiety to 
him Of them that will or fhall purfue for the 
fame, in which Adion$ or Suits no Wagej 
pf Law nor Affoign fhaU be allowed. 
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FISH 

That are 

Caught m the River Thames, &c, 

Q R 

Brought to Billin^ate to be Sold. 

N D here I cannot think it iih-: 
proper to add another Chapter 
to this Treatife, by giving a 
I^efcription and Charaftcr of 
the fever^ Sorts of Fifh that 
are either caught in the TbameSj 
or even at Sea^ which are brought to or fold 
at Billing/gate Market, or in London •, as like- 
wife their feveral Jfft^i^es'^ Times of Spawning \ 
when beft in Seafon \ which moft IVbokfomCy 
. pr otberwife ; the feveral Statutes relating to. 
Fifh, with other Particulars : By which the 
R^d^r lAay the mofie'eafily and readily diflint 

guifl^ 
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guifh good Fifli from bad or indifferent j 
and when moft proper, or beft, to be taken or 
bought, or how (the real Intention of this 
Book) to be preferred. 

So I Ihall begin firft with thofe Fifh which 
are bred in the TbameSj weftward of London 
Bridge ; and then with thofe bred or taken in 
the River eaftward of the faid Bridge, and in 
the Sea, that are brought to Londony con- 
cluding with forpe, general Observations oh 
the Element peculiar to Fifh ; the Cloatbing^ 
Numbers^ regular Pajfages of fome; the 
ff^ars'j PruitfulnefSy Food\ caufe of Swim- 
mings and other Qualities relating to Fifli- 

7be SALMON. 

I SHALL begin then with the Salmon^ 
who, thoygh not altogether a frefh Wa-' 
ter Fifh, by bein^ only a fojourner therein at 
certsun Seafons to obey the Diftates of Nature, 
as is alfo the Smelt^ Shad^ and indeed the 
Flounder \ yet, as he has the Honour of 
being called the King of the frefli Water 
Fifli, and as he is fpawned and chiefly bred 
tKerein, I fliall include hini among that Nupi- 
ber. 

♦ The Salmon is a beautiful Fifh, and hasfoThe^^ 
many excellent Properties, that it is every ^w*. 
where in high Efleem. It has a longifli Bo- 
dy, covered with fmall thin Scales, afmall 
Head, a (harp Snout, and a forked Tail. 
The Coloui" on the Back is bluifli, on other 
Parts white, generally intermixed withblack- 
ifli or reddifh Spots, in a very agreeable 
Manner. 

Th^ 
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The Female is diftinguifhed from the MaU^ 
by a longer and more hooked Nofe; its 
Scales are not fo bright, and its Body is 
fpeckled over with dark brown Spots, its 
Belly is flatter, its Flefh more dry, and not 
fo red, nor yet is the Tafte fo delicious. 

The Flefh is pale, but when boiled, or 
faked, becomes red : It is fweet, tender, fla-r 
ky, and lufcious, for which Jleafon it fatif- 
fies the fooner ; though the T^fte of it is ge- 
nerally preferred to that of all other Fifh, yet 
it fooner ofFend$ the Stomach by its Vifcidity, 
and confequently is apter to create a Naufea^ 
and caufe a Surfeit; and the middle aged 
Salmon is the beft, for if he is too old he eats 
dry, heavy upon the Stomach, hard, and not 
eafy of Digeftion. They are in Seafon from 
March, if the Weather prove warm, untH 
Michaelmas. 

Their gre^teft Magnitude is much the 
fame in moft Parts oi Europe \ and when they 
are largeft, they weigh from 36 to near 40 
Pounds, but Is ufually taken from two to 
three Feet long. 

It has been bbferved by Foreigners, that 
there is no httttv Salman than in Ea^land^ and 
that though fome of our Northern Countries 
have as fat and as large as the River Thames^ 
yet none are of fo exquifite Tafte. 

As the Age of the Salmon exceeds not ten 
Years, fo his Growth is very fudden. It is 
faid, that after he is got into the Sea he becomes 
from a Samlet, not bigger than a Gudgeon, 
to be a Salmon, in as fhort a Time as a GoJUn 
' becomes a Goofe^ and has different Names, ac- 
t cording 



A Defiription sf Fifh, i ^ < 

cording to its different Ages : Thofe that are 
taken in the River Thames are five Years in 
coming to their full Growth ; in the firft 
Year are called Salmon Trouts ; in the fecoiui 
a Bolger, the third a half Salmon^ the fourth 
a three quarter Salman^ and the &{th a fuU 
gr(nvn Salmon. 

Salmon Peale is in every Refpeft equaK«/«^ 
to the Salmon^ excepting in the Size, which ^'^- 
feldom exceeds 1 6 Inches in length, and feems 
to be a Species of the Sahnon j they abound 
principally in the frefli Water Rivers in D^r- 
fet and Devon^ and are a fat, lufcious and flaky 
Fifh like the Salmon. 

Those little Salmons^ called Skeggers^ whichWijgX^^ 
abound in many Rivers that run into the Sea, 
are, by moft, thought to be the Offspring of 
afickly Salm9nj which has been forcibly de- 
tained from vifiting the Salt Waters : But how- 
ever that be, though its Beauty is agreeable . 
enough to the Eye, its Tafte is very ordinary 
and infipid, and never thrive to any confider-, 
able Bignefs, 

The Salmon chufes the Rivers for his Abode 
^bout fix Months in the Year % they enter the 
frefh Water about Febnmry or Marcb^ where 
they continue till the autumnal Seaibn, at^ 
which Tiffje * the Female feeks a proper 
Place in a gravelly Bottom, where flie has been 
pbferved to work w)th her Head, Tail, Belly and 
Sides, till ftie has formed ^ Kind of Nidus j of 
;hc fame Dimenfipns with herfelf , which done, 

f Others &y, flie Spawns geoeraS/^ in March, fome* 

flic 
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Ihe difcharges her Pea or Spawn^ and retires } 
then the Male, or Miltor^ advances, and co- 
vers the Spawn with his Belly, emitting at 
the fame Time a whitilh Fluid, like Milk : 
This is no fooncr done, but the Female re- 
turns to the Mlile, when they ufe their joint 
Endeavours to. cover their Brood with the 
• Gravel, in which they work with ,their Nofes 
like Hogs : In which Manner tliey leav^ it 
to the Sun's genial Proteclioh, who, by gen- 
tle Heat, which he infufes into that cold Ele- 
ment, impregnates it with Life, and pro- 
duces SamktSy or Salmtm Smelts ; or, as they 
are called by fome, Salmon Fry early in the 
following Spring, the Male and Female ha- 
ving foon after Spawning returned to Sea, at 
lead before Winter, unkfs they are ftopped 
by Floodgates^ Wears, or loft in frelh Wa- 
ters, when they then grow fick, lean, unfea- 
fonable and Kipper ', the meaning of which 
Word is, that they have a bony griftle growing 
out of their lower Chaps, refembling a Hawk's 
Beak, which hinders their feeding, and occa- 
fions them in Time to pine away and die in 
about two Years. 

But directly contrary of this is reported of 
the River £^ in Devonftnre^ and the Rivers 
Wye and UJk in Monmouthjhirey where the SaU 
inon are faid to be in Seaibn during the other 
fix Months ; and what is ftill more remark^ 
able, if true, is, tKat they never frequent the 
IFye and UJk in the fame I ear, for it they arc 
found in one of thofe Rivers, they are fure to 
be wanting in the other. But however this 
tc, it is certaixi that Salt Water beft promotes 

their 
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their growth, and the Freih chiefly contributes 
to make them fat, and the farther they get 
from Sea the fatter and better they are -, and 
though they will make hard Shift to get out of 
the frelh Rivers into the Sea, yet they will 
labour harder to get out of the Sea into the 
Rivers •, and have frequently been feen . to 
throw themfelves,* in their Paflfagq either to 
or from the Sea, up Catarafts and Precipices 
many Yards high. 

It is worth Obfervation, that the Salmon 
not only is defirous of returning back to the 
Rivers, but to the very River where it was 
fpawned, as is evident by Experiment made 
by Fi(hermen, and others, who have caught 
them when very fmall, and have run a fmall 
Ribband, Tape or Thread through the Tail 
Fin : By this ^ark they have been certain 
that they have retaken the fame Fi(h at the 
fame Place again as they returned from the 
Sea, and by which they have difcovered the 
Quicknefs of its Growth. The Salmon recovers 
Strength and grows into Seafon in a Month's 
Time, provided he gets into the Sea, and 
afterwards into frefti Water. 

The Samlet j Salmon Smelt, and, as iomtSamht^ 
call them, Salmon Fry, are only fo many dif- ^^^on 
ferent Names for young Salmon. ^ \'^h^ 

The chief Salmon Fifheries in Europe ^^^ 
are along the Coafts of England^ Scotland 
and Ireland ; the Fifliing ufually begins about 
the hvik. oi January^ and ends by the laft of 
September. 

You ought to chufe that Salmon which is 
well fed, large enough, of a middling Age, 

tender, 
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teiider, fhort, reddiOi, aad taken in fine^ 
dear and rurihing Water. 

Lawsre. Salmon ftiallbe inDcfcncci or not taken; 
lating to from 8th September to St. Martinis Day, being 
Salmoa. nth Ti'ovember. Stat, 13 Ed. I; Cap. xlvii; 

17 Rich, II. Cap. ix. 

Young Salmons fhall not be taken from the 
midft April to 24th June. Stat. 13 Ed, L 
Cap. xlvii. i^Rich.lh Cap. xix. ijRsch.Hi, 
Cap. Jx. 

Their Spawn and Fry is ndt to be de- 
ftroyed. Stat, r Eliz, Cap. xvii. 

Their Affile to be fix Pound weight that 
are feht to London from certain Rivers. 

I Geo. I. Cap. xviii. 

Importation of 5j/;»^». 22£i.IV.Cap.ii. 

II Ben. VII. Cap. xxiii. 5 Eliz. Cap. v. 

18 Car, 11. Cap. ii. 1 Geo. I. Cap. xviil 
9 Geo. IL Cap. xxxiii. 

rbe TROUT. 

Thc7>Y?»/.fTp H E Trotit is of a longifh Make, and 
J|[ refembles a Salmon more than any 0- 
ther t'ifh ; his Head is fliort and roundifli^ 
his Nofe blunt, his Body thickj his TmI 
broad, and his Mouth wide : He has Teeth 
not only in his Jaws but in his Palate and 
Tongue : His Eyes are large with a reddifti 
Circle round the Pupil 5 his Scales are fmall, 
and his Skin eafily falls into. Wrinkles, and 
feparates from the Flefli : In the larger ^rouU 
the Back is of a dufky Hue, and full of 
black Spots, but in fomc mixed with red v 

the 
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the Sides are painted with Spots of a Purple 
or Vermilion Dye, but on the BeHy they have 
a yellowifti Caft. His Flefh is much like the 
Salmon's^ and turns red with boiling; is a 
generous Filh, and in higheft Efteem : He 
is the Venifon of the Waters, arid fo like the 
Land Venifon, that he comes in and goes out 
of Seafon with the Stag and Buck, and which 
is during the hot Months, and when he is 
prettily fpotted with red Spots ; and may 
juftly contend with all frefh Water-fifh, as 
the Mullen may with all Sea-fifh, for Deli- 
cacy of Tafte : And as there are barren Does, 
which are^good in Summer, fo are there bar- 
ren TroufSj that are good in Winter, but 
there are not many of thefe, Trouts beginning 
to be in Perfedlion in the Month of May^ 
and declining with the Buck. 

There are feveral Rivers in England that 
are noted for good Trout^ but none more re- 
markably fo than what are caught near Can- 
terbury^ called the F^rdige Trout^ many of 
whom are near the bignefs of a Salmon^ but 
known by their different Colour. 

There are other Rivers, efpecially near 
the Sea, that fwarn\ with little Trout^ called 
a Samlet or Shegger-^routy and by fome falfe- 
ly tajcen for young Salmon^ but they never 
grow bigger than a Herring. 

The Trout grows more fuddenly than any 
other Fifh, but does not live fo long as the 
Percb^, or many other Fifh : When once he 
is come to his full growth, he declines in his ' 

Body, and keeps his bignefs, or^ thrives only 
in his Head till his Death, . 

He 
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He ufually Spawns in OSlober or Novmi 
bcTj though fome fay not till November or 
December^ that is in fome Rivers later than 
in others, which is the more obfervable, bc- 
caufe moll other Fi(h fpawn in the Spring or 
Summer, when the Sun ha^ warmed both the 
Earth and Water, and made it fit for Gene-^ 
ration. He then continues many Months out 
of Seafon •, fo that moft other Fifb recover 
Strength and grow fat, and in Seafon fooner 
than the T'roul ; In the Winter time this 
f ifli continues fick, lean and unwholefome. 
You fhall find him with a big Head, and a very 
lank and thin Body, without thofe beautiful 
Spots which before were fo ornamental to him : 
At the fame Time many of them are infefted 
with Sugs or Trou^ Lice^ \^hich is a Kind of a 
Worm, in Ihape like a Clove, or Pin with a 
big Head, which flicks clofe to his Flefli, 
and fucks his Moifture, and never thrives till 
he frees himfelf from them, which is when 
the warm Weather conies on, and then he 
recovers Strength, gets from the dead Still- 
Water, into the fiiarp Streams and Gravel, 
and there rubs off thele Vermin, after which 
he ftill grows ftronger. 

The Trout begins to be in Seafon in 
March ; but,- as I obferved before^ 'they are 
in the higheft Seafon in * July and Augufi\ 
and, contrary to the Nature of other Fifli, 
are not thought to be in high Seafon when 
they- arc fuUeft of Spawn, for they are fatteft, 
. have the moft delicious Taftc in the Months, 
as, I have faid, of July and Augufi. A Hcg- 

* Others faj, the latter End of Ma;. 

back^ 
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hacky and a little lean, is a fign alfo that he is 
in Seafon. 

The Flefli is a little drier, and not quite 
fo tender, as that of a Salmon^ but yet it is 
accounted the moft agreeable of all Fifli that 
have their conftant Abode in frefh Water. 
The beft Sort of TrouJ^ is the red and the yel- 
low, and of thefe the Female is preferable to 
the Male, which is known by a lefs Head and 
a deeper Body than the Male^ and is alfo 
efteemed the bed Meat. The Fat of a Troui 
is of a lenifying and diflblving Nature, good 
for the Piles, and ^ other Diftempers of the 
AnuSy and Ulcers in the Bread. 

We ought not to catch "Trout^ from the 
Middle ofOSlober^ till at leaft the End of Fe- 
bruary y they generally quitting the great Ri- 
vers at Michaelmas to go into fmall Rivu- 
lets to fpawn, and are frequently 'there de- 
ftroyed by idle and diforderly Perfons, takings 
them by Groping, and other Methods, which 
greatly deftroys the Breed thereof*. 

If any Perfon either kills the Spawn or Fry 
of this Fifli, or kills it out of Seafon^ or not 
being eight Inches in length, forfeits by Stat. 
I Eliz. Cap. xvii. both the Fifli, the Nets or 
inftruments ufed, as alfo 20 s, 

♦ You ought to chufe thofe Trouts that arc fat, well 
fed, reddilh, firm, favory, and not vifcous, and that have 
been taken in fine, clear« running Waters. 
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75^? GRAYLIN or UMBER, 

Graylin, T^T EX T to the "Trout I place the Graylin 
or Umber. }^\^ 01 Umber y which are thought by feme 
to differ, as well as the Herring and PilcbarL 
But though they may do fo in other Nations,, 
thofe in England feem to differ in nothing but 
the Names; unlefs, with fome we appro- 
priate the Name of Umber to a large Graylirtj 
only as the large Jack is called a Pike. 

The Graylin is in Proportion neither fo 
broad nor fo thick as the Trout, 'and in lize 
feldom exceeds, eighteen Inches •, they weigh 
about half a Pound, but in fome Places they 
are faid to be three times as heavy. Its Back 
is of a dufky Green, inclining to a Blue ; the 
Sides are Grey, feeming to glitter with Span* 
gles of Gold ; from the Head to the Tail, in 
the Places where the Scales meet, there feems 
to be drawn fo many obfcure parallel Lines; 
the lateral Lines common to all Fifh, are 
nearer the Back than the Belly ; the Sides, 
except towards the Tail, are irregularly fpot- 
ted with Black : It has a little Head, with 
protuberant Eyes, the Iris of which is of a 
filver Colour, with yellow dufky Spots •, the 
Mouth is of a mean Size, the upper Jaw of 
which^ is longer than the lower 5 inftead or 
Teeth, the Lips are rough like a FUe, the 
Tongue is fmooth, the Gills quadruple, 

This Fifh may be eaten all the Year, but 
its principal Seafon is in December^ when they 
are black about the Head, Gills, and down 
the Back, and have their Bellies of a dark 
grey, dappled with black Spots : The Gr^' 

lin'i 
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//»'s Flcfh, even in its worft Seafon, is firm, 
white, wilJ eafily Calver, is excellent Meat^ and 
little inferior to the Trout % its obfervable that he 
is thought by fome to feed on Water-Thyme, 
and that he Imells on it, at his firft being taken 
out of the Water, juft as our Smelts have the 
Odour of Violets^ at their firft being caught. 

It has been obfervedj that the Salmotti the 
Grouty and the Groflinj and all Fifli that live 
in clear and fliarp Streams, are made by Na- 
ture of the moft exaft Shape, and delightful 
Colours, as if purpofely to invite us to feed 
on them with Pleafure; Whether this be 
true or not, it is certain all who write of the 
UmbeVy declare him to be very mddicinaL 
The Fat of this Fifh beings fct, with a little 
Honey, a Day or two in the Sun, in a httle 
Glafs, is thought excellent againft Rednefs or 
Swartbinefs. Some take him to be called 
Umber y from the Latin Umbrae a Shadow, 
on Account of his fwift fwimmingj or rather 
gliding out of Sight, more like a Shadow 
than a Fifti. 

The Time of its Spawning is in May. 

«^PIKE, JACK, orlaUCE. 

AS the Salmon is called the King of the pn,^ 
frefh Water Fifh, fo is ^tPike^ Jackjjackot 
or Jjuce^ firnamed the Tyrant of them. He^^- 
is fo very voracious a Filh, as even to de- 
vour his own Kind, and often grows to an 
enormous Size. The Pike is a frefli Water 
Fifh, and is never found in the Sea, unlefs 
drove ttuther by force. 

N z ' Thu 
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The Make of a Pike is long, the Head is 
fiat, the Back Square, the Snout very pro- 
minent, almoft hke the Bill of a Duck, and 
the lower Jaw longer than the upper ; the 
Mouth is very vide, and Che Tail forked. 
His Body covered with fmall thick Scales, 
moillened on the Edges with a Kind of Mu- 
cuSy which may be cafily wiped off; to this 
Mucus is owing that greenifli Caft, which 
we behold in this Fifh, and the younger he 
is, the greener he appears. If the Back and 
Sides are placed towards the Light, there 
appears fomething of a golden Hue. The 
Sides are fpotted with yellow, and the BeJly 
with white. On the Tail there are dufky 
Spots and reddifh Lines, efpecially towards 
the Corners. The Eyes are of a gold Colour,, 
and feem to be funk a little into the Head ; 
and therefore the moft commodious Way of 
holding him is, by putting the Fore-finger 
into one Eye, and the Thumb into the other. 
The Head and Gills are fpotted with Variety 
of fmall Holes. 

The great Lord Bacon, in his Hiftory of 
Life and Death, obferves the Pike to be the 
longeft lived of any of the frefh Water 
Filh, and yet he computes his Age not to be 
ufually above Forty Years ; others think it 
not to be above Ten Years. It is obferved, 
that the very old and great Pike have in them 
more of Grandeur than Goodnefs ; the (iTial- 
ler, efpecially the middle fized,. being eftcemed 
the beft Meat;, and the thicker, the firmer is 
the Flefli ; the lean and flender, though lon- 
ger, is commonly in a decaying Condition^ 
by fome Accident, Wound or Hurt. 

A RiVBR 
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A River Pike grows faft till he arrives at 
twenty-four, or near thirty Inches in length ; 
then he ftands a little more at ftay, and 
fpreads himfelf in thicknefs •, afterwards he 
will be much longer growing to his full Big- 
nefs, which is about forty-five Inches from 
thirty Inches, than he was increafing to the 
faid lerigth of thirty inches. Not but in the 
main a Pike that weighs more than twelve 
Pounds have generally a Sort of Ranknefs, as 
thofe that are under three Pounds are flabby 
and infipid 5 and the Male Pike is preferable 
to the Female. 

They are in Selafon all the Year except in 
Spawning^time, and about fix Weeks after 
it, which is in April or May^ or fometimes 
fooncr, if the Spring be forward ; they retire 
into Brooks and Ditches, as is fuppofed, that 
other Fifli may not devour their Spawn, and 
are prodigious Breeders, yet they ought not 
to be taken till Auguft or September. Baltner 
reckoned no lefs than, a hundred and forty- - 

eight thoufand Eggs of Spawn in one Row. 

February^ March^ April and May^ there- 
fore, arc the worft Months, but efpccially 
March and Aprils for in part of the other 
Months, at Icaft, they may be in pretty good 
Order, efpecially the Male, as the F^piqle is 
out of Seafon a great Part of the Summer. 
The Pikers Flefh is whiter, finer, and every 
Way more excellent than that of a Carp. 

The Hearts and Galls of this Fifh are re- 
ported by Gofner to be very medicinal. He 
fays, they ftop Blood, abate Fevers, cure A- 
goes, if taken upon the approaching of a 
pit i the Dofe is feven or eight Drops, in a 
N 3 Liquor 



1 82 ^ DefcripHon of Fifh. 

Liquor prepared on purpofe for thatEnd ; they 
alfo oppole and expel the Infedlion of the 
Plague, and are many Ways ufeful for the Good 
of Mankind : But he alfo obferves, that the 
biting of a Pih is venomous and hard to be 
c;ured. His Spawn provokes Stool, and is 
ufed for that Purpofe by the Country People \ 
and there is a fmall Stone in a P/A^'s Head 
that is looked upon to be good for helping 
Women's Labour, furthering their Terms^ 
provoking Urine, purifying the Blood, ex? 
pelling the Stone out of the Kidneys and Blad-. 
der, and for the Falling- ficknefs •, you may pre- 
fcribe from 25 Grains to a Dram of them; 
'The Pike being a Fifli of Prey, breeds but onco 
X a Year, whereas other Fi(h that are liable to be 
deftroyed, are obferved to breed muchoftener. 
Thus there are tame Pigeons who fit almofl: 
every Month, whilft the Hawk^ a Bird of 
Prey, breeds but once in twelve Months* 
In this the Wifdqm of Provideiice is very 
confpicuous, for its Care in the Prefervation 
of every Species of Creatures *. 

Pike or Pickerel^ by the Statute of i Eliz. 
Cap. xvii. are not to be taken under fixteen 
Inches long, on forfeiture of 20^. the Filh, 
with the Net or Engine they are taken with. 

• You ought to chufe, the Pih that is fat, wdl feL 
whofe Flefli is white, firm and fhort, that has been hatched 
in Rivers, which is better than thofe in Fojids and muddy 
Places. 
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ira^ PEARCH. 

THE Pearcb^ which in Cumberland isPearch, 
called the Bar/e^ is generally, when®'^^'^' 
full grown, about twelve or fourteen Inches 
long; fometimes, though but feldom, they 
attain to fifteen or fixteen. 

This Fifh is Hog-backed, and rather broad 
than otherwife. TheColour inclines a little to a 
duflcy yellow, with five or fix blackilh Places 
like Girdles, proceeding from the Back towards 
the Belly. The Tail is forked ; the Scales 
arcfmall, thick, hard, rough, drying much 
fooner than thofe of any other River Fifh. 
The Iris of tKc Eye is of a yellow or gold Co- 
lour; the Mouth wide, and the Jaws very 
rough with fmall Teeth ; on fome Parts of 
the principal Back Fins there are black Spots, 
but the whole Fin next the Tail is yellow, and 
the Tail itfelf is rcddifli ; the Belly Fins have 
fometimes, but not always, a Mixture of red 
smd white ; the Gills, as in almoft all River 
Fifli, are Quadruple/ 

The Pearcb is & bold, that he will feizc 
one of his own Kind, even more readily than 
the Pihj that Wolf of the frefh Waters. 
The Flelh is firm, and of an agreeable tafte, 
of eafy Digettion, and very wholefome ; 
the Phyficians allow him to be eaten by Per- 
fons in Fevers, and by Women in Childbed ; 
but fome fay it is not quite fo good in March 
and Aprily at which Time it Spawns ; others 
fay it does not Spawn till June ox the Beginning 
pfjulyy fo confequently cannot be fo ddicioua. 
f he Germans fay proverbially, More whole- 

N 4 fome 
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fome than a Pearch of the Rhine ; and is 
much efteemed in Italy ^ efpecially when 
fmall. They have feveral fmall Stones in 
their Brain, which, in foreign Countries, are 
fold by the Apothecaries, who hold them to be 
very medicinal againft the St6ne in the Reins, 
and are of an opening Nature, dry up Iharp Hu- 
mours, and are outwardly applied for Ulcers 
in the Gums : And yet many affirm the Sea- 
Perch^ which is known by having but one 
Fin on his Back, to be a much better Fiih : 
He is of a red, brown or blackilh Colour, 
tod fmaller than the Rivcr-Pearcb, and is to 
be found near the Rocks, where it preys on 
, fmaller Fifh : And fome think, that the Male 
of the Rivtr-Pearchh to be diftinguifhedfrom 
the Female, by the Fins being of a deeper 
red. 

The 'Rivcr-Pearch fpawns in March and 
jijpril^ at which Time he is not fo delicious, 
and he is to be diftinguifhed by the great and 
fmall Pearch ; but both are excellent Viftuals, 
You are to chufe thofe that are fat, well fed, 
middle aged, tender,7et firm and well taftcd^ 
and they Ihould be fuch as are catched in cleaf 
iine Rivers. 

The CARP. 

Carfi. ^T^ H E Colour of the Carp^ efpecially when 
X ^fuU grown, is yellowilh, the Scales 
are large, the Head fhort, and like that of 
^ench •, the Mouth is of a middle Size ; the 
Lips fat, flefhy and yellow. It is without Teeth, 
.1pm there is a triangular Bone in the Palatc> 9nl 

tWQ 
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two other Bones in the Throat, which ferve 
for the fame Purpofe on the upper Lip -, near 
the Corner of the Mouth, are two yellow 
Appendages, which may be called Mujta^ 
choes^ from their Situation. The Fins are 
large, the Tail is broad, a little forked, and 
of a reddifli Black. It has no Tongue, but 
in the room thereof. Nature hath provided a 
flefhy Palate, which l^eing taken out, looks 
like one, which fonle fay pofitively is one. 

They- Spawn fever al times in a Year, 
fome fay fix Times, but the principal Time§ 
are in May and Augufi *, in which Months 
they are lean and infipid, and confequently 
out of Seafon. The Females drop their 
Spawn as they fwim along, and are generally 
followed by thirteen or fourteen Males, who 
impregnate it as it falls, yet a great deal of 
it periflies. They are in highelt Efteem in 
April. 

It grows, according to Rondehlius^ fomc-» * 
times to the Length of a Yard and a half, and 
a proportionable thicknefs, and Willoughhy 
affirms the largeft weigh to be about twenty 
Pounds : And fome have been taken in the 
^hameSy particularly one near Hampten-Court^ 
that weighed thirteen Pound ; and they breed 
more naturally in Ponds than in running 
Waters, not but the River Carp is efteemed 
much better than the Pond Carp. 

One thing is obfervable in this Fifhj'^and 
that is, that he lives the longeft out of the 
Water of any other Fifh ; and Mr. Derham 

f Mother Autbor fays, he is b^ In l/Utrcbf il% and 
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aflures us, that in Holland they hang them 
up in a Cellar or other cool Place, in i fmall 
Net full of wet Mofs, with only their Heads 
out, and feed them with white Bread foaked 
in Milk for many Days, and their Decay is 
as myfterious, for when fucty or more large 
Carps have been put into a Pond, .where it 
was impoffibk they could be ftole, at empty- 
ing of the fame three or four If ears after- 
wards, there has been never a young Carp 
remaining, but this mull be owing, in all Ap- 
pearance, to their being deflxoyed by Frogs. 

The Carp was brought into England about 
one hundred fixty Years ago, by one Mr. 
Leonard Mafcalj a Gentleman of Plumfted in 
Sujfex^ where he firft brought them up. 

Physicians make the Galls and the Stones 
in the Head of the Carp to be very medicinal, 
in provoking Urine, diminifhing the Stones in 
the Kidneys and Bladder ; they ftopLoofcnefs, 
and wafte fliarp and acid Humours. The 
Gall clears the Eye-fight ; and in Italy great 
Profit is made of the Spawn of this Fi(h, by 
felling it to the Jews^ who make it into red 
CaVear, they not being by their Law ad- 
mitted to eat the Cavear made of Stnrgetm^ 
that being a Filh which wants Scales^ and by 
them reputed to be unclean. 

The Male Carp is better than the Female, 
the yellow better than the white ; and being 
but a bony Fifli, is thought by miny to owe 
more of his Reputation to the elegant Man- 
ner of drefluig him, than to his own intrinfick 
Worth •, and, contrary to the Pike^ they are 
the better for Age and Bignds ^ and their 
, Tongije3 or Palates are exceUcnt Meat, which 

is 
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jis the Reafon why the Head is efteemed the • - 
beft Part of it. So chufe thbfe Carps which 
are large, fat, well fed, arid not too young, 
and that have been catched in Rivers, rather 
than Ppndjs. 

. ri&^ T E N C H. 

TH E Tench is a fhort thick roundilh Fifli, Tenchj 
and is about three times as long a$ 
broad ; his Snout is fhort and blunt, his 
Mouth round, his Tail broad, but not forked, 
hi$ Back is dark, his Sides green mixed with 
a fhining yellpw, the Colour of the Gills is of 
a beautiful yellow \ the Tail as well as the 
Fins of the Belly and Back, are blackifh ; the 
Scales are fmall, thin, and covered with a 
vifcid Mucus ^ which makes him .very flip- 
pery ; but its fuppofed to have an healing 
Quality, and to cure the Wounds of other 
Fifli, efpecially the Pike, who being either 
liurt or fick,^ is iaid to be cured' by only 
touching him, from whence he is faid to be 
his Phyfician, His Skin is thick, his Eyei^ 
are fmall, round, and a little prominent ; the 
Iris red j he is a Still-water-lifh, and delights 
in Ponds mqre than Rivers ; one Tench taken 
in a River is worth fix taken in a Pond. 

In this F}fli the Sex is eafily diftinguiflied 5 
for the Fins on the Belly are much larger in 
the Maje than in the Female, but the River 
fencb is greatly preferable to the Pond, not 
that its FlejQi is m any great Efteem for its 
falutary Properties ; for Fhyficians, with one 
Voice, forbid it to fickPerfons>.2ind yet the 
l^afte Qf it is agreeable enqugh } but it is faid 
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to breed noxious Humours, and not to ht 
very eafy of Digeftion. Mr. Walton fays, 
that there are two little Pearls or Stones in 
every ^encV% Head, which foreign Phyfi- 
cians make great ufe of to qualify Acids, ftop 
Loofenefs, fortify the Stomach, provoke U- 
rine, and aMb to drive the Stone out of the 
Kidneys and Bladder. 

Their Time of Spawning . is in June^ or 
the Beginning of July^ and they are in Seafon 
from the Beginning of September to the End 
of May^ and will live a long Time out of 
Water. 

Thby are generally met with in England 
about five or fix Pound weight, yet in fomc 
Countries they grow to twenty. You ought 
to chufe that Tench which is fat, tender, well 
fed ; and its Tafte is alfp mpre or lefs agree- 
able, as it ha3 lived ipore or lefs in clegr ap4 
rynning Waters. 

rbe BARBEL. 

$arbel. 'TPHE Barhel is a beautiful well-fliaped 
^ Fifli, with fmall Scales placed after a 
mofl: exaft and curious Manner. The Back 
is of an Olive Colour,' the Belly Silver. It is 
fpeckled on the Back and Sides with fmall 
black Spots ; his Make is long and roundifh^ 
and his Snout fliarp ; his Mouth is not large, 
but the upper Jaw is more prominent than the 
lower. He has four Barbs or Wattles, from 
• whence he derives his Name, two near the' 
Corners of his Mouth, and two higher, near 
the End of his Snout. The Eyes are fmall, 
looking downwards, with golden /w*s fpot- 

ted 
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ted with brown. In the Summer their Bellies 
are red. 

THE^Flefli is foft and flabby, and in no 
great Efteem ; the Spawn is very unwhol- 
fome, efpecially in the Month of May^ purg- 
ing both upwards and downwards, is furfeit- 
ing and dangerous, and thofe that eat thereof 
will frequently break out in Blotches and red 
Spots, and will loath their Meat, lofe their 
Appetites, and be extremely difordered ; and 
notwithftanding all this, yet it is fometimes 
taken by the Country People for a Purge 
or Vomit ; his Liver is likewife unwhole- 
fome. The Male however is reputed much 
better than the Female, and their princi- 
pal Seafon is September. The fmall are pre- 
ferred to the large ones, as more eafy of Di- 
geftion. The Liver of this Fifli is much e- 
iteemed for its Tafte, and the Head nexr. 

Walton fays, they Spawn in Aprils but 
later Writers affirm, that it is in Augufi. 
They lay their Spawn in the Middle of the 
Stream, and grow in Seafon again in a Month 
pr five Weeks time. 

Their Size is from a Foot to a Foot and 
half long J the Sort which are ufually met 
with, weigh about feven or eight Pounds, \% 
bred in moft Rivers, efpecially in thtThames ; 
and as he cannot well endure Cold, retiring 
at the Approach of Winter from the fwift 
Streams and Ihallow Waters to the more 
quiet and deep Parts of the River, where he 
fpawns •, he therefore in the Winter-time is 
but fick and languid, but in the Summer 
clean and found. And whoever fliall kill any 
Barbel under twelve Inches long, forfeits by 
I .the 
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the Statute i Eliz. Cap. xvii. the Sum of 2a/. 
the Engine and Fifh. 

The BKUhU. . 

Bream, ^pHE Bream, or by fome the Bfoad Carpi 
or Broad X is a large, broad, flat Filh, witll a final! 
^^' Head and a fliarp. Shout. He has a (harp 
Hogback, and the lateral Lines run from the 
Gills towards the Belly, making an Arch, 
contrary to what appears in moft other Fifhcs.- 
The Back is of a bluifti Black.; the Sides and 
the Belly white, except the Fifli ^s fall grown 
and fat, for then his Sides are of a gold Co- 
lour, and the Belly reddilh. The Scales are 
large, the Mouth fmall and void of Teeth, 
but inftead thereof, there is a triangular Bone 
in the Pakte ; this laft is foft and flefhy, dk 
in the Cai^ He has two Noftfils j and the 
Iris of the Eye is of a Silver Colour, and 
the Pupil is fmall : The Bream is much like 
unto the Carp^ in divers Refpefts, as to Age^ 
Place of Abode, Food^ and his EfFefts. The 
Flefh of the Bream^ is of no great Efteemy 
and yet makes no bad Difh^ if well cooked. 
Thofe who would be thought Criticks in good 
Eating, prefer the Tail of a Pike \ the Head 
of a Carp ; the Back of a ^encbj and the mid- 
dle Part of a Bream \ and fome fay, his Head 
is the next good Part of him : He is very 
fcarce in Rivers^ within twenty Miles of 
Lofidori. 

The French efteeni this Fifh highly, and 
have this Proverb, concerning him. That, be 
who hath Breams in bis Pondy is able to bid his 
Friends welccme. 

I^HEY 
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ThEY fpawn m May^ achd are in the higheft 
Seafon, in March and Aprils and are by fome 
thought to eat as well in September^ as any 
Time. About the Time df Spawiing, the 
Male is marked with white Spots about the 
Head, is obferved to have two large Melts, 
and the Female, two large Bags of Spawn. 
They fome times weigh with us, about ten or 
twelve Pounds. 

Some Tay^ that Breams, ^indi Roaches will 
nrix their Eggs, and melt together ; whence 
there is, in many Places, a Baftard Breed of 
BreamSy that never come to be either large or 
good, 'but very numerous : As to the Sea- 
Breamj I fliall mention him hereafter. 

There is another Sort pretty like a Carp^ ThtDare. 
which we call a Dare ; it differs from the 
olher, in 'that it is whiter and flatter. It is 
alfo better tailed, and produces the fame 
Effeds J it is not altogether fo common as a 
Carp. 

The SEA-BREAM. 

THE Sea-Bream is a flat fcaly Fifli, about 5^^^. 
twenty-fix Inches long, and ten broad ; Bnam, 
the Tail is very fmall, and the Fin of it, long 
and forked ; the Back is black, the Sides 
are of a lighter Colour, and the Belly is 
white. 

The Flefh cuts red, and is (rf a very de- 
licious Tafte, far furpaflfmg either the River 
or "Pond'Bream •, infomuch, that it feems al- 
Ued to them in Nothing elfe, but the Name. 
It is often caught in Rock-FUhing i and 
I is 
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is to be met with, on any Part of the Britijh 
Coaft. 

Ti&^ C H U B, (?r C H E V I N. 

Chuh, or ^T^ H E Chub is of a longer Make than a 
Cbe^n. X Carp^ and has a larger and flatter Hqad 
than a D^r^ ; the Back is of an obfcure green, 
like an unripe Olive -, the Sides and Belly are 
of a Silver Colour, but in a well-fed, full- 
grown Cbub^ they incline to that of Gold, 
fpeckled with black ; the Temples are yellow- 
ifh, and the Head is of a very dark Colour. 
The Scales are as large as thofe of Carp^ the 
Mouth is void of Teeth, and not large -, the 
lower Jaw is (horter than the upper ; the Pa- 
late is foft; and furniftied with a triangular 
Bone, the Noftrils are large, the fiyes mid- 
dling, and the Iris feems to partake of the Co- 
lour, both of Gold and Silver, the Tail is fork- 
ed, and the lateral Lines run parallel to the 
Bpttom of the Belly. 

They fpawri in * May^ in fandy or gravelly 
Places, and in the very Midfl: of the Stream. 
They are molt in Seafon in the Spring, while 
they are full of Spawn. Walton and his Tran- 
fcribers, fay, he fpawns in March^' and that 
they are accounted beft in Winter, it being 
obferved, that the forked Bones are then loft, 
or turned into a Kind of Griftle, efpecially if 
he be baked ; alfo that the Spawn of this 
Fifti is excellent Meat, and the He^d of a 
large Cheviriy the Throat being well wafhed, 

• Others fay, they fpawn in March^ as that he is itf 
Seafon, from the Middle ofil%, imto Mkhaeimof. Alio 
that his Spawn is excellent, 
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fe the beft Part of him : Likewife, that there 
is as great a Difference between a Chub new- 
ly taken and dreffed, and one of a Day's 
Keeping, after he is dead, as between Cher- 
ries newly gathered from a Tree, 'and others 
that have been bruifed, and lain a Day or two 
in Water. 

They are fometimes to be caught of about 
eight or nine Pound's Weight, and the Flefb in 
General, of little Efteem-, the Flefh being but 
foft and infipid : The Chub recovers Strength 
and Growth in Seafon, in a Month atter 
Spawning. 

5n^? EEL. 

TH E Eel is much in the Shape of a Ser- EcL 
pent or Snak^, both in Make and Mo- 
tion, and hath a long fmooth Body, moiftened 
all over, with a vifcous Liquor, which ren- 
ders it very flippery ; it has no Scales, but is 
covered with a Skin, which is eafily taken off; 
the Back is of a duflcy Colour, the Sides of a 
whitiih blue, and the Belly fomewhat lighten 
Thofe that inhabit clear, running Water, are 
of the brighteft fhining Colour, and are ufually 
called Silver JE^/j : The Mouth is pretty wide, 
and full of Teeth ; the upper Jaw is a little: 
more prominent than the Lower j the Eyes 
are whitifh, the Vent is nearer the Head than 
the Tail -, it has four fmall Gills, covered with 
the Skin. 

There are four Sorts of Eels : The Silver- 
Eel -, tht Greenijh, ov Greg-Eel -y th& Red-finned 
Eely Sindtht BlackiJb'Eelj the laft has a broad- 
er, flatter and larger Head than the reft, and 

O is 
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is counted 'the worft: But whether thefe Dif-* 
tinftions areEffential or Accidental, will admit 
of a Doubt. In the Thames, the Fiftiermen 
give them particular Names, but the moft 
ufual are, the Silver-Eel^ and the Greig : This 
lad is thicker and (horter than the other Sort, 
and of a darker Colour. 

Near Gloucejier and Tewkjhury, there are 
a Sort of diminutive EelSj which they call El- 
vers ; and are thought to be young Congers : 
Thefe are taken in fuch Quantities, that they 
make a Sort of Cakes of them, which eat pret- 
^ tily enough, when fryed. 

The Eel was in the higheft Efteem among 
the Romans^ who thought her the Paragon of 
their Feafts, and is univerfally allowed at this 
Day, to be a delicious Fifh, being always iri 
Seafon •, but their beft Time is in the Winter, 
and their worft in May: They have very fweet 
Flefh, fat, white, pleafant and nourifhing ; 
and are more wholfome roafted than boiled, 
becaufe they are thereby, more diverted of 
their Vifcous Phlegm, than by the other 
Way. ^ 

It is faid, that thofe Eels which are bred 
in Rivers that communicate with the Sea, 
never return to the frefli Waters when they 
have once tafted the Salt ; which is the more 
probable, becaufe powdered Beef is a moft 
excellent Bait to catch an Eel It is granted, 
that Eels^ during the fix cold Months in the 
Year, move not up nor down, either in Ri- 
vers or Pools, but get into the foft Earth or 
Mud •, and there many pf them get together, 
and bed themfelves, and live without Feeding 
upon any Thing. The Fat of Eel is looked 

upon 
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tipon to be goo'd to take away the Signs of 
the Small-Pox in the Face ; to cure the Piles, 
and to make the Hair to grow ; it is alfo put 
into the . Ears, to help your Hearing.'- They. 
make a Kind of Mucilage^ of Eel's Skins, by 
fteeping and boiling it in Water, which is 
applied to, Swellings, in Order to the foftning 
and diffolving of them* It is alfo good for 
Hernias. 

How Eels are to be fold in Barrels, pack- 
ed, imported, fold, &?f. Vide Stat. 22 Edw. 
IV. Cap. ii. 1 1 Hen. VIL Cap^ xxiii. 5 Eliz. 
Cap. V. 32 Car. II. Cap. ii. Sed. 7. .10 and - 
1 1 IViL III. Cap. xxiv, ^ 

Th LAMPREY, e^rLAMPERN. 

TH E Lqmpern is* a River Fifh, about Lamfrej^ . 
five or fix Inches long, the Back of a °^ ^^'"'' 
greyifli Black, the Belly of a lively Silver Co- ^^'^' 
lour, the Mouth is round, and furnifhed with 
fix or feven Teeth ; on the Top of the Head' 
there is aHole^ as in the CdetaceoiisYiiVi^ : For 
as the Mouth, when the Ldn.prey adheres to 
a Rock, or Stone, is entirely Ihut, there is 
a Neceflity for a Hole to take in the Water, 
which is difcharged again by the Gills, or the 
feven Holes placed on each Side, ' near the 
Head, the Eyes are of a palilh yellow, the 
Belly rifes and falls much in the fame Manner, 
as in Animals that breath. 

The River Lamprey^ contrary to the Manner 
of other Fifh, procreate their Species with their 
Bellies joined together. 

The Flefh is of a foft glutinous Nature, and 
O 2 is 
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is generally eaten potted ; their Time of Spawn- 
ing is in April. 
Blind There is another Sort of this Fifh, which 

Lamprey, .\^ Called the Blind Lamprey^ which is fmal), 
round, like a large Dew- Worm, or Lx>b- 
Worm. The Mouth is round, and always 
' open, but it has neither Teeth, nor Tongue. 
It has a -Hole on his Head, and feven on 
each Side, inftead of Gills, as in the other 
Species. 

0/r/&^ LAMPREY-EEL. 

lamprey- HP HIS is of the fame Shape, but of a 
£*/. X larger Size than the Lamprey^ for it is 

fometimes taken in the Severn^ three Feet 
long. The Skin is of a blackifh Colour, and 
full of palilh Angukr Spots -, it is tough, 
but yet not taken off, when drefled, as in 
Eels. 

They live chiefly in the Sea, which they 
leave the Beginning of Spring, and come into 
the Rivers to fpawn, where they are found 
in great Plenty : After which, they return 
with their Young, to their former Place again 
and at a certain Time prefixed. Their high- 
eft Seafon is in March^ when they firft enter 
the Rivers, and are full of Spawn, which they 
depofite in Jpril^ in Holes they make in gra- 
velly Bottoms. In fhort, they refemble a 
Lamprey in all Things, and are more eafy of 
Digeftion than an Eel^ and beft to be eaten 
in the Spring, 'when they are tender and deli- 
cious, whereas at other ^imes they are hard, 
tough, and have but little Tafte. 

ne 
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31&^ CONGER, or SEA-EEL. 

TH E Conger is a vfery long Fifh, being Conger, or 
fometimes- two Yards, or two Yards and ^^« -S"^^- 
a Half long, and of the Thicknefs of a Man's 
Thigh. It is made much like an Eel, but is 
larger, of a lighter Colour,- has bigger Eyes, 
of a Silver Hue ; and has, at the very End 
of his Snout two fmall Horns or Tubes. 

The Flefti is very white and fweet, but 
not eafy of Digeftion, It was greatly efteem- 
cd by the Antients, and does not want its Ad- 
vocates among the Moderns, efpecially, when 
it is fried. 

The young Fry of this Fifh, are called 
Elvers^ inGUuceJierJhire^ where they are taken 
in great Plenty, out of the River Severn^ in the 
Night-time ; and are made in Cakes, and fold 
in that Form. 

If C^»^^r^ taken by Foreigners, are imported, 
they are feizeable, i8 Car. II. Cap, 2. See 
alfo Statute i Ge/). I. Cap. 18, and 9 Geo. II, 
Cap. 33; about the Importation and Sale 
hereof. • . 

Ti6er B E L-P O U T. 

THE Eel-Pout has a fmooth, foft, .flip- £,/ p^«,. 
pery Body, like an Eel, efpecially the 
Belly. It has either no Scales, or they 
are exceeding fmall -, its Colour is blackifh, 
which is eafily wiped off; and then there ap- 
pears underneath, a Mixture of yellow, white 
and black. They are chiefly to be ipet with, 
in the ^rent 5 they fpawn in December^ their 
O 3 yf^^al 
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ufual Length is about fourteen or fifteen In- 
ches -, and commonly weigh, from two or 
three Pounds to feven or eight. Their Places 
of Refort, are the fame as the Eel, if within 
the Reach of the Tide. His Flelh is good, 
and fweet, and greatly efteemed, except the 
Roe, which is very unhealthy ; and the Cook 
fhould take great Care to put it away, when 
they gut the Filh, and not drefs it with the 
reft ; for otherwifc, it will caufe great Pains 
in the Stomack, and work violently upwards 
and downwards -, it agrees in Summer-time, 
with any Age or Conllitution. You are to 
chufe an Eel-pout^ that is large, fat, old e- 
nough, tender, and delicious, and that hath 
been catched in clear and running Waters ; it 
cannot bear the Cold, and therefore, is not 
fo fat, nor pleafing to the Tafte in Winter, 
{is in Summer ; and is preferable to an Eel, 

r^^ R O A C H. 

l^oach. ^'T^ H E Roach or Rochet^ is a lefs Fifli than 
-■" a Bream, and about one Third as broad 
as it is long. The Back is of a dufky Colour 
and fometirpes bluifh, but the Belly pale. 
The Iris of the Eyes, as well as the Tail and 
Fins, are red, the lateral Lines run parallel to 
the Belh/, and the Tail is forked ; about the 
Gills, it is of a Gold Colbur ; the Mouth is 
round, but void of Teeth, it being a Leather- 
mouthed Filli. He is but a cpurfe bony F'ifh, 
of no great Reputation for his Tafte, and his 
Spawn is accounted much better than any o- 
ther Part of him, the largeft feldom exceeds 
twelve Inches. 

Hu 
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Hifi Spawning-time, is the Middle of May^ 
or in the Beginning of June^ when he is fcabby 
end unwholefome ; but, both he and theD^^d 
recover Strength, and grow in Seafon in about 
three Week's Time. They breed both in 
Rivers and Ponds, and though the ^oxi^-Roach 
are largeft j yet thofe caught inilivers, are the 
beftFifli. 

The Roach \% eafy of Digeftion, produces 
good Juice ; it is likewife nourilhing, refto- 
rative, recovers decayed Strength, promotes 
Seed, and is looked upon to be good to flop , 
a Loofenefs : It agrees, efpecially in Winter- 
time, with any Age and Conftitution. You 
ought to chufe Roaches that are tender, frefh, 
plump, and well tafted, 

7y&^ B A R B O T T. 

IS a fmall River Filh, that lives upon Mud, Barlon. 
and Slime, yields pretty good Nourilh- 
ment, and eaiy enough of Digeftion ; yet i& 
a little too foft and vifcous : The Roe of it, as- 
well as the Eel-Pout^ is not to be eiiten, for it • 
will work with you upwards and downwards. 
Its Liver is well tafted, and very large in Pro- 
portion to the Bignefs of the Part of his Body. 
Some Authors afiiire us, that there is no other 
but this Part of this Filh that is good to be 
eaten ; befides it is ailed ged by the nice Pa- 
lates, to tafte of the Ordure with which it is 
fed. In the Choice of this Filh, take that • 
which- is well fed, tender, delicious, and well • 
t#ed. 

O 4 The . 
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T^^KUD, (?r FINS.CALE. 

Rud, or ^T^HE Rudy or broad Roacb^ is broader 
Finfcale. X than a Carpy and thicker than a Bream^ 
This Fifh fecms to partake not only of the 
Carp^ but of the Bream and Roach^ but pre- 
ferable to either. Its Colour is of a dufky 
Yellow, and its Scales are as large as thofe of 
a Carpy the Tail is of a light, and the Belly- 
Fins of a dark Red ; the Noftrills are double ; 
on both Sides, the Iris of the Eyes is yellow, 
fpeckled with black ; the Teeth and Palate, 
are like thofe of a Carp^ and its ufual Size 
is from twelve to fixteen Inches long. 

, It is a Fifh in great Efteem, is always 
in^ Seafon, and confequently fit to eat. 

The Time of Spawning is in Aprils and 
then it is at the worft, the Signs of wliich arc 
white Spots about the Head of the Males. 
At this Timcj they likewife feel more rou^h, 
and fwim in Shoals, cafting their Spawn a- 
mong the Weeds, that grow in the Water, 
The greateft Weight is about two Pounds, 
and are chiefly found in Torkjhire^ Norfolk^ 
^d Oxfordjhire. 

7X^ D A C E, (>r D A R £• 

Dace, ox ' I^HE Dare is not unlike z,Chub^ but is 
Dare, A proportionably lefs ; his Body more 
white and flatter ; and his Tail more forked. 
The Iris of his Eyes is not fo yellow, and the 
Tail and Back-Fins not fo black, but they are 
fpotted with tha^ Colours the reft of the Fins 
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are not fo red. He is not fo broad as a Roacb^ 
and is a Leather-mouthed Fifh. 

He. breeds almoft in all Rivers, is a brifk' 
Fifh, fwims fwiftly like a Dart, from whence 
he takes his Name. He feldom exceeds ten . 
Inches in Length. 

The Flelh of a Dare is fweet, foft, and of 
good Nourifliment, but in no great Efteem : 
Not, but if they are fcorched and broiled, 
when firft taken, they eat fweeter, and are 
more palatable than a frefh Herring. 

They fpawn the latter End of February and 
Marcby but generally in March •, and are fie 
to eat in April and May^ but their higheft Sea- . 
fon is in September : Sonie alfo affirm, that they 
* fpawn twice a Year, without mentioning in 
which Month they fpawn the fecond Time. 
Certain it is, however, that fmall and middle- 
fiz:ed Dace^ have been taken at the latter End 
of October ^ and Beginning of November^ all 
full of Melts and Roes ; and thofe Fifh have 
ufually a finer Flavour, than any taken in the 
Summer, and the Dace grows in Seafon in a- 
bout a Fortnight or three Weeks Time after 
Spawning. 



Tloe 
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rbe GUDGEON. 

Gudgeon. ^Tp H E Gudgeon is generally five or fix Inches 
A long, of a finooth Body, with very finall 
Scales ; the Back of it is dark, but the Belly 
pale ; there are about nine or ten black Spots, 
placed along the lateral Lines, from the Head 
to the Tail -, befides, there are fome fmall ones 
here and there, in other Parts of the Body, 
without any Regularity. The Iris of the Eye 
is white •, the Mouth without Teeth, but on ' 
the Palate, is a triangular Bone, which ferve? 
in their Stead, and is of a fine Shape. 

His Flefii is very well tafted, of eafy Di- 
geftion, produces Urine, and is very nourifti- 
ing, infomuch, that fome think it no Ways 
inferior to the Smelt ^ the whiter he is the better, 
and when in Perfection, well deferves the 
Name of the River-Smelt ; and thofe bred in 
clear running Water, are the beft. 

He fpawns twice -a Year ; the firft Tirne, 
about the latter End of Marchj and in ^r/7, 
as the Weather proves warmer in the Spring, 
and the fecond Time in November y fome fay 
oftner, and are in Seafon, mod Part of the 
Year. There is a Fifli, called a Sea-GudgeoHy 
which, though it is of a good Tatte, and Juice 
enough, yet is little ufed. 

7^6^ P O P E, or R U F F. 

Ttfpf, or /TTSHE Pope^ by many called a Ruf^ from 

^I' X ^h^ Roughnefs of his Body ; is no t known 

to be in fome Rivers. He is much like a Pearcb 

in his Shape,' and taken to be better, being 

exceeding 
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exceeding well tailed, when largeft, it feldom 
exceeds fix Inches. He is all over rough, and 
hath fharp and prickly Fins, which he erefts, 
when angry •, his Back 'of a brown duflcy Co- 
lour, but his Sides of a pale Yellow : The upper 
Part of his Eyes are brown, the Lower yellow 
and the Pupil black ; the Tail is forked. 

The Time oi Spawning is in^r/7; though 
he is fmall, yet he is very good and fweet 
Eating. 

Ti^^ BLEAK. 

THE Bleaks or frefh Wster Spraf, is zB/eai. 
very fmall, fat, pleafant Filh, fcarcely 
ever attaining to be fix Inches long ; his Body 
is covered with thin Silver Scales, which eafily. 
come off ; he is of a more flender and flatter 
Make than a Cbub^ and his Head is proporti- 
onably lefs ; he has large Eyes, and the lower 
Part of the/r/j is fpotted with red. 

They are to be met with in great Plenty, 
in all OUT Rivers, and are reckoned to be chiefly 
in SeaTon in Autumn •, the Flefli is fweet, nou- 
rilhing and pleafant, but little fought after, 
becaufe of the Diminutive Size. The Sea Bleak 
is preferred to the River, becaufe the latter are 
faid to be fbmctimes mad in Summer, occa- 
fioned by a flat-jointed long Worm, which 
breeds in their Heads (fome fayStomacks). Mr. 
JValion^ upon a Prefumption that our Bleaks 
and Anchovies are the fame Fifh, fays, thit this. 
Fifli would not be fo much neglefted, had we 
the Skill the Italians have, of turning them mr 
io Anchovies. 
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The MINNOW or PENK. 

TheMf>r- ^Tp H E MtHHow is twice as fmall as a 
p3 ^^ Gudgeon^ its greateft Length about three 

Inches ; the Body is oblong and fmooth, the 
Back of a dark Olive •, the Scales are fo ex- 
ceeding fmall, that fome have affirmed they 
have none ; the Eyes are moderate large -, 
the Tail forked. They caft their Spawn in 
j^pril in fandy and gravelly Fords. He is 
ufually caught for a Bait for Perch, Pike, 
fcfr. and begins to make his Appearance in 
March^ and continues vifible till MkhaelmaSy 
when he retires to the Mud, Weeds, and 
Woody Places for Security, as does the Loach 
and Bullheady and is in Seafon from March to 
Michaelmas^ except immediately after Spawn- 
ing time. It is ufually full. of Spawn, breeds 
often, and is not inferior to anyFifh for it$ 
Excellency of Tafte. 

rhe LOACH. 

ThtLoacb. nr^ H E Loach refembles a Gudgeon in Co- 
A lour ; its Body is fmooth, foft and flip- 
pery, with no difcernable Scales. The Head, 
Back, Fins and Tail, are fpotted with Black, 
in other Parts it is of a dirty Yellow, like 
Freckles. It has Barbs or Wattles, like the 
Barbel It is a delicate Fifh, though but 
very fmall, and it is very wholefome eating. 
Its ufual Size is about four Inches ; it was 
formerly accounted a great Delicacy, and 
now is commonly fwallowed alive, as being a 
great Reftorative* They begin to fpawn in 

April 
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April among the Weeds -, "hxxt as they do not 
all fpawn at the fame'time, they are always 
in Seafon. 

T^BULI^HEAD or MILLER^i 
THUMB. 



THE Bull-Head is generally about four The 5*//- 
or five Inches long, has a large de-^^^^^'^o"^ 
formed Head, Eyes fmall and fo placed as^^j^** 
to look upward. Mouth large. Back yellow, 
with three or four Strokes of Black, and the 
Body without Scales. 

They are a fweet Eifh and.^reeable to the 
Tafte. They Spawn in Marcb^ and are in 
beft Seafon when they are full of Spawn, 
as moft other Fifties are. They begin to 
Spawn about April-, and its Vent is fo full of 
Spawn, that they are fwelled almoll into the . 
Form of a Dug. 

Ue STICKLEBACK ^r SHARP- 
LING. 

THE Stickleback is flat bodied, fharpThe 
nofed, and about two Inches and ^t^^'^^^^iad 
quarter long-, has three fharp Prickles on his^^ ^' 
Back, and two on hisBelly, from whence he 
derives his Name. His Belly is always full of 
Spawn, is good for little but to make Sport in 
Summer for Boys and Women Anglers, and 
to feed Fifti of Prey, as the Pikcj &c. But it is 
providential, that both this Fifh, as well as 
the MinnGW^ Loachy * and Bull-be^id, breed 
both often and numerous, and foon arrive to 

full 
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full Growth and Perfeftion, as they are a 
Prey as well as Bait to other Fifli. . 

Thus have I given a Description of the 
feveral Sorts of Fifli which inhabit the Rivet 
of ^Thames weftwards, ( Or above ) London 
Bridge ; I fliall, in the next Place mention, 
firft, fome of that Species of Fifli^ which, 
though bred in the Sea, and properly Inha- 
bitants of the Salt Waters, are frequently^ 
nay, fome of them conftantly, taken in the 
faid River, as well above as below the faid 
Bridge, fuch as the Flounder^ Smelt, Shady 
&c. and. Secondly, the. other Sorts of Salt 
Water Fifli, which are either caught in the 
laid River, within the Jurifdiclion of the 
Lord Mayor of London, or brought to be fold 
^ at Billing/gate Market. 

TA^r F L O U N D E R. 

TheF/<?««. 'Tp H E Flounder, or Flukey is in fliape 
^. A much like a PlaicCy only the Body Js 

fomewhat longer, and when it is full grown 
it is thicker ; the Colour of a dirty Olive 5 
fometimes they are beautifully fpotted •, but 
you rarely meet with thefe, except far up the 
River. - The Scales are exceeding fmall, and 
adhere fo clofely to the Skin, that there is no 
perceiveable Roughnefs on it ; the Eyes are 
of the Right- fide, and are of the fame Colour 
as the Body, only a little more grey, and the 
Mouth is fmall. 

The Flounder is both a River and Sea-fifli ^ 
but the former are not fo black, and are 
more foft than the latter j but this Difference 

feems 
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fcemstoarife only from the Nature of their 
food. The FJefli is white, foft, innocent 
and nourifliing, and is always beft when 
moft firm ; nay, it is io innocent and nur- 
trative, that Phyficians order thern to be given 
to fick Perfons when their Stomachs cannot 
digeft any other Food : On fuch Occafions, 
thofe that are taken in tHe frefh Water are 
the beft. Their Tafte is much like that of a 
Plaice^ from which it differs but little in any 
Refpe6l. They allay the fharp Humours of 
the Breaft, and open the Body. The beft 
Pkiveh^s the blackeft Spots on their Backs, 
and the beft Flounders the reddeft ; and as the 
latter are by fome thought to have no Scales, 
he is not eaten by the Jews ; and when you 
chufe a Flounder^ you may know the frefheft 
and beft by their being ftiff, their Eyes not 
funk, or looking dull, and then they are 
white, tendet, frefh, and agreeable to the Tafte. 

They are in Seafon all the Year except in 
June and July^ which is their Time of Spawn^ 
ing, and then they are fick, flabby, and un- 
whol'efome, and infefted with Worms which 
breed in their Backs. 

If any Perfon brings to fhore, fells, or 
offers to fell,£f?^. my Flounder^ not being kven 
Inches long from the Eyes to the Extent of the 
Tail, forfeits by the Statute i Geo. I. Cap. 
xviii. not only 20 J. but the Fifh. 

The SMELT, 

TH E Smelt is a Fifh for fhape not much The 5W/. 
unlike a Tr^tt/, only longer in Propor- 
tion to its bignefs. Its common Size; is a- 
, bout 
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bout fixjnches, fbmetimes they arc to be met 
with nine Inches long. The Back is of a dulky 
Colour, but the Belly and Sides fliine like 
Silver -, the Body is covered with Scales, 
which fall off with the leaft Touch -, the Skull 
is fp tranfparent, that the Lobes of the Brain 
may be diftinclly feen through it -, the Eyes 
are of a filver Colour. 

The Fleft?i is foft and tender, and of a 
delicate Tafte, yields pretty good Nourilh- 
ment, and is eafy of Digeftion: It is looked 
upon to be Opening, and. good for the Stone 
and Gravel : It is.fo highly efteemed, that 
they are oftentimes fold at an extravagant 
Price. AH Writers en this Fi(h affirm, that 
it has the Smell of a Violet ; but the vulgar * 
Opinion would have it to be that of a Cu* 
cumber. 

It is a Fifh of Paffage, and vifits the 
Thames^ and other great Rivers, twice a 
Year, that is, in March and Auguft: In the 
firft of thefe Months they generally advance 
up the River as high as Richmond^ but in the 
Jaft, they make a ftand about Blackwall or 
Greenwich. 

You are to chufe. a Smelt that is fair, 
fhining, of a Pearl Colour, foft, tender, de- 
licious, juicy, and fmelling like a Violet. 

The SJHAD. 

The Sbad.nn¥iE Shad is in Shape much like ^Herring^ 

^ but a little broader ; it grows to the 

Length of a Foot and half, and is of a bluifli 

Black on the Back, and the Belly and Sides of 

a filver 
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p. Silver Colour, and the Eyes and Mouth ar« 
large. - 

They ufually enter the .River Thames mFe\ 
hiiary or MarcB^ when they are fat, and full 
of Spawri; ^herethey flay till June ox July \ 
they are leanj dry and ill tafted, when they 
Cbine firft out df the Sea ; but after they have 
been feme httle Timfe in freih Water, the/ 
grow fat, plump ahd favdury. ' 

They find a Pearl in the Head of this 
Fi(h, *rhich is looked upon to be good for 
curing of Quartan Agues, expelling Stones in 
the Kidneys and Bladder, rtrorking by Urine, 
and confuming acid ftumours.* It is alfo 
pretended, that the Stdmach of A Shad dried 
and reduced into a Powder; if taken inward* 
ly, fortifies the Stomach, but Shads nbt frefh 
have a Sharpnefs that doth a little incgmmbdc 
the Gums, and caufes Thirft. 

You are to chufe thofe that are' firelhj 
plumps tender, well tafted, and haVe been 
catched in frefh Water, which are muth pre* 
ferable to thofe caught in the fait Water. 

The Flefli is well enough tafted, but it is 
io full of fmall Bones, that it is little valued 
for that Reafon; He alfo nourifhes and caufcj 
Sleepinefs. , 

And ^s the Sturgeon is oftentimes caught 
in this River about the Time that Shads 
come therein; I (hall be fo free with him, 
riiough a Royal Fifh, as to place and defcribc 
him next. 
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TH E Sturgeon is a long an4pen^agm6u< 
Fifli, that is, it ha« five Rows of Scales*. 
which divide the Bodv into as many Angles. 
The Belly is plain and fiat ; the upper Row 
of Scales, whidi is in the Middle of the Backy 
are larger, and rife higher than the reft. The 
Number of thefe is not determinate, being in 
fome eleven^' in others, twelve or thirteen 5 
tliis Row reaches to the Back-Fin^ and there 
terminates. The Head is of a moderate 
Size, and rough, with very fmall Prickles, a» 
is the relt of the Body between the Rows cf 
Scales. The Eyes are very fn^ill in propor- 
tion to the Bulk of thisFidh, and of a Silyer 
Colour. The Snout is long, broad and flen- 
der, ending in a Point. In the Middle of tho 
lower Part of the Snouf^ which is extended 
behind the Mouth, there are four Barbs or 
Wattles placed in a Right Line^ which croflfes. 
the Snout traverfely. The Mouth is fmall,. 
void of Teeth, and placed over-againft the 
Eyes •, it is a kind of a fmall Pipe, which he 
can thruft out and draw in at Pleafure. He 
has no Jaws •, whence it is plain he takes no 
Nourilhment but by fucking j the Tail is 
forked.- The Colour of this Fi(h is. of a 
dulky OliVe, or dark Grey on the Back, byt 
On the Belly of a Silyer Colour, and the Mid- 
dle Part of the Scales is White *. 

They 

* The greateft Ststrgeon Fifhery in the World i» in the 
Mouth of the ^ofga^ in the Ca/pian Sea, where the 
Mufco^ites find Fmployment for a great Number of Men, 
The chief Objeft of tttft^Fifhery is the Roc or Spa^^ 
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The-v are brought daily to the Markets^, 
Vemce and Romj whence its evid<:nt they 
s abound in the jidriatick jind Tufcan Seas; but 
they are all j^lU as indeed they all are that 
keep conftantly in the ialt Waters. . In the 
Rivers they increafe toa monftroti?Si2e, fome 
having been taken from fourteen to eighteeiv 
Feet long. . , 

Of the Spawn of this pifh there is njade a 
Sort of Ediblei which they call Caviar oc 
Kavia^ and is a confidei-able Merchandize. 
among the Turks, Greeks and t^enetians. It 
is likewife in high Efteem throughout JMuf-^: 
tevy ; and has lately been introduced on the 
tng^Jh Table, . . ; 

You are to chufethat Sturgeon which 19 
young, well fed^ as tender as may be, an<f 
catched in Rivers : They are very nourifti* 
ing, and good and lafting Food. They operi 
the Body of diis Fifli a^ittlc,* aaifl the Bbnes 
being reduced to Powder, and taken to the 
Quantity of a Drami are Icroked upon to be 
Open'mg^ good for Rh^iimatifni and the 
Gravel. 

tb^ bAs S: 

^np H E Bafs is fhaped pretty much like a The 5^i 
•^^ Salmon •, the Colour on the Back is of a 
dark dirty Blue, on the Belly, Silver: When 
young, they have black Spots on the Back 
and Lateral Lines, which^ as they increafe in 

whichis a Gommodity as much ufed iii Mufcovy ;te Butter 
in Holland: And there are Sturgeons that furnifh Four^ 
hundred Pounds thereof. It is only the leffcr and youngcf 
Stutteon that they Pickle for eating. 

P 2. Bulk^ 
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Bulk, quite vanifh : They, fometimes gro^ 
to the Length of a Yard, and upwards ; yet# 
according to fbme, are thought to be of a 
lar^e Size, when* they weigh fifteen Pounds. 
The Scales are df a middling Size, thick, and . 
/ adhere very cldfely.* Thfc Eyei are large and 
elf a Silver Colour, with dark cloudy Spois-, 
a fmall Circle next the Pupil is yellow. 

It is a very voracious Filh, and yet the Flefh 
is of a ^od[ Flavour, arid Very wholefome. 
They Will liVe either b the Sea, Rivers <* 
Pond^ ; but the Stz-Bafs are the beftj arid 
next to them are ithofe taken in th^ Moath of 
large Rivers. 

If any Perfon brings to Shore, or fells or 
cxpofes to fale any Bafs under twelve Inches in 
Length, from the Eyes to the Extent of the 
Tail, forfeits by Statute i Geo. I. Cap; xViii^ 
the Sum of los. and the Fifh. 

T& MULLET, 

The Mul' Mr^ H E Mullet^ a Salt-water Filh, lA Oi^ 
*'• A much like a Dare^ has a flat Head, and 

a (harp Snout, and large Scales not only on 
the Body, but on the Covers of the Gills 
and Part of the Head ; the Back of a dirty 
Green, the Belly White, the Sides painted 
with alternate Streaks of white and black froni 
Head to Tail, the Eyes of a Silver Colour, 
and the T^l forked. 

The Flefli is well tafted, delicate and 
much admired : During the Summer Scafon 
they come bto the Rivers which lie contigu- 
6us with the Sea, as oft as the Tide flows 
and returns with it 5 they abound chiefly 

along 



'A Dejhription of Fiili, a i i 

along the Southern and South Weft Parts of 
England oppoUtt to Frani;e. 

Whe N he is^ largeft his. Size is, about a Foot 
and a half long. 

The ]R.iyer Jxj m theCoynty of D^on^ 
^hput 4W.0 Miles belpw the Town of Axmin- - 
fier^ yields vaft Quantities of theni every Time 
the .Tide flo'^fs. 

He is faid t;o live upoa Weeds and Mud ; 
Jioweyer, it is certain he abftai^s frpm. Fifh. 

. If any Perfon brings tO; Shor,e, or fells or 
offers to fele any Mullet under twelve Inches 
long, from the Eyes to the Extent of the 
Tail, forfeits by the Statute i Geo. 1. Cap. 
xviii'.' the Sum of 20 s. and the Fifh ajp4 
Nets. 

The Italians make a Pickle with the 
Spawn, which they call. jB^^iHy^^ B^targn^ 

3f&;?LAlCE., 

THE Plaice is a Fifh extremely flat ;.The 1 
fomstimes we meet with them the^'«'^'* I 
Length of a Foot and feven Inches broad. 

The. upper. Part is of a dirty Oljve^ 
painted with round Spots of a Verrpiljon 
bye ; the lower Part is white. This is a fcaly 
Fifh, but the Scales are fp fmali,, and are in 
a Manner qoncealed in hollow Cavities, in- 
fomuch that;^ it require? nq litde trouble tp 
feparate them. The Eyes are prominent, ve- 
ry near together, and placed on the Right ' 
Side to the Left ot the Mouth •, the Tail long 
and roundifh at the End ; 2X the upper Edge 
of the Coverings of the Gills, are planted feven 
IjQijy Tubercles. 

Pi Thu. 



' " This Fifh is every where to be mc^ 
with. 

, The Flelh is foft, fweet, pleafant an4 
wholefomc, and by fomc thdught of equal 
Goodnefs with the Sole. It is nourifliing . e- 
Tiough, digefts eafily, producea good Juiccj 
Mlays the fharp Humours of the Breaft, ana 
bpens the Belly. 

Yo.u are to chufe thofe that are frefli, ten- 
der, white, foft and agreeable to the Tafte. 
The Plaice zi\di Fkunder zxt both of the famd 
Kind, only the firft is bigger than the latter, 
' If any Perfpn brings to Shore, fells or ex- 
pofes to fale, i^c, zriy Plaice^ not being eight 
Inches from the Eyes to the Extent of the 
Tail, forfeits by Statute i G^<?. L Cap.xviii, 
not only 2o\^. but the Fifli alfo. . 

The DAB. 

^he t>ah. 'Tp H E Dah is a little thrckcr than a Plaice^ 
* ^ ^ but much about the lame Si5!:e. He i$ a 
fcaly Fifli, and the Scales are large for one of 
this Kind ; his Eyes are fituated like the 
plaice^ his Mouth of a middle Site, and the 
Colour of his upper Part is of a dirty Olive, 
with a reddifh Caft, and fpeckled with Spoti 
of a duflcy yellow. ' 

* It differs frorn a Plaice^ in b^5ng tliicker, 
in having larger Scales, in having no Tuber- 
cles near the Head, in wanting the Vermilion 
Spots, though fome have Yellow ones. 

This Filh is frequently met with in all 
parts of the Sea that furrpund our Coaft. 

The Flefh is firmer, and is thought to be 
b«ter rclilhcd than that of a Plaice. 
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Dabs are not to be taken or fold liiider diie 
Came Affize as die Plam. Vi& Plaice. 

TiS/SOLE. 

TH E J<?itf is a flat longifh Filti, in fliape The ioU. 
muchf like tlie Soal of a Shoe> from^ 
whence it qerives its Name. The upper Part 
is of a darWyyh-colour, and the lower iWliite. 
The Scales ire very fmall j the Garners of the 
Mouth ape rough, with a Sort of finall 
Brillks or Hairs. Th^ .Body is furrouhdcd 
with fhort Fins, which on the upper Edge be- 
gin near the Eyes, and are continued to the 
Tail; on the lower Edge it proceeds from 
the Tail to the Vept, which is placed near 
the Head. . The Eyes are fituated in the Left 
Side of the Head, arid are fmall, round and 
covered with a loofe Skill; the Pupils are 
*finall and of a fhining Green ; the Tail round- 
The Flefh is more firm and foiid than .that 
ofd,Plakey ip is nourifhing and eafy of Di- 

feftion 5 and for Sweetnefs of Tafte, the 
lerity of Nourilhment it affords, 'and the 
Goodnefs of its Juice, far exceeds it: There 
^e few Fifh that (lave fuch exquifite Tafte, 
jitid at the fame time fo wholefome. 

The Head of this Fiih bjeing dried and re- 
.duced to a Powder,, is looked upon to be 
good ifpr the Stone, Gravel and Scurvy. 

You fibiould chufe the Sole that is tendei^ 
frfefh, firm, white, dainty^ and well tafted. 

If any Perfon (hall bring to Shore, fell or 
txpofe to fale, any Sole under eight Inches in 
Length, from the Eyes to the Extent of the 

P 4 Tail, 



Tail, forfeits by the Statute i Geo. L ^v^. 
xvui. the 'Sum of 20 J. and the Fifh* 

the TUaBQT ok BRETT. 

Ifkc T«r- 'TP HIS Fifli in the Southern Ear|;s of iE«j;- 
bot, or X 'land, is called a Turboty but in the Nor- 
-*''''^- thcrna^r^//. ' * 

The Size of this Filh feldpm exceeds a 
Yard in Length, nor two Feet and a half in 
Breadth: Though he has no Scales, he has 
a rough granulated Slph full of exceeding 
fmall Prickles, placed without Order on the 
upper Part •, the Colour of the fame Part is 
Afh, diverfified with a. great Number of 
black Spots fome of which are large, others 
fmall, the lower Part is white, 

The Mouth is proppnionably ^ider th?in 
that of a Plaice j the jfiyes are placed on the 
left Side, or, to fpeak mipre intelligibly, on 
the right Side of the Mouth j there is like- 
wife more jpiftahce' between them. 

It is taken frequently in the ISritiJp and 
German Ocean, and is the largeft of a|l this 
Kind of Filh, except the //^^'^i^/. 

The Flefli is white, firni^ delicate, and 
wholefome, far excelling the Plaicej, sind all 
other Fifh that refemble it in Shape ; nay, it 
is fo highly elteemed by fome, zsto be pre- 
ferred before all the Inhabitants of the Water: 
The Flelh is alfo nourifhing enough, peftoral, 
good to qualify the fliarp Humours of tl^e 
Breaft, and to open the Body. 
/ It is a Fifh of Prey, and lives upon othef^ 
particularly Crabsy which it is a great Enemy 
to'; for which Reafon it lies near the McutKs 

of 
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pf Creeks and great Rivers 5 you are to chufe 
this Fi(h whilft it is fVefh, firm, white, tender 
and juicy. 

Persons bringing to ^hore, felling or ei- 
pofing to Sale any Turtdi not fixteen Inches 
Jong from the Eyes to the Tail, forfeits by 
Statute I Geo. I. Cap, xviii. both the Filh 
and 20s, and thi^ Aft (Sect. 10.) allows this 
Fifh to be imported by any Perfon, and fold 
in Great Britain^ whether of Foreign or Britifi 
catching, as before the 10 & 11 IFiU^ IIL 
Cap. xxiv. 

the PEARL, or BRILL, or 
L U G-A L E A F. 

fTPHE P^arl differs from a Plaice much ia/VW. «r 
^ the fame Manner as a Turbot^ that is,^^^ 
in not having any rough Lines at the Root of ^ ^ 
the Fins which furround it ; in having the Eyes 

S' lacejl on the Left-fide, to the Right of th? 
loiith, and farther diftant from each other : 
Likew^e in having the Back-Fin. taking its 
Rife nearer the Mouth. 

This tifli is covered with Scales, but they 
are very fn^all; and thisdiftinguiihes him from 
others of the fame Kind : The Body is of an 
Afli Colour, and neither rough nor prickly : 
The Tail is round, m other Things it refcmblcs 
a Turht. 

Any Perfon bringing to (hore, felling, or 
expofing to' Sale any Brill or Pearly not four- 
teen Inches long from the Eyes to the Tail, 
forfeits by Statute i Ge^. I. Cap. xviii. the Sum 
pf 20J. aod;he Fifii, 
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The HALYBtJT. 

Batyiifi. rpHE Ualybut is the large*: of all Flat- 
V ^ Fifti, that we ar^ acquainted *rith. & 
^ceed« the Turht greatly, ^d is of a longfer 
Make ; <one of thefe Fifh of a 'i'ard long, is 
about Jialf a Yard broad. The upper Part of 
his Body, is of a duflcy Green, almoft black ; 
the Scales are fmall, and there is no Roughnefe 
en the upper Part, nor Prickles at the Root 
of the Fins ; the Eyes are placed on the right 
Side, or to the Left of the Mouth; the Fins 
at a greater Diftance from the H^ad) than other 
Flat-Fifh. . ...... 

It is found in the German and Britijh Ocean^ 
^d likewife in the Irijh Sea j it is thought to 
be hearly . as good a$ a ^urh^^ for the Fineiieft 
> ^ ipfitsTafte, . 

ne SYLKTE, or thAK% 

Skati, or^np HE 'Skati is a grilHyFilii, with a ftiit. 

Flare. X fmooth, and verf broad Body ; it grows 

to a very large Size, for fomc; have been taken 

that have weighed one-hundred Poinds. Tht 

Colour*^ on the upper Part is a pale Afli, 

Tviery much fpoited with btock ; the under Part 

is white, 4ixi fpeckled ptetty thick, likewife 

with fmall black Spots ; the Snout is fiioft and 

iharp; thcrSides terminate ih Fins; the Males 

^re dlftinguifhed by fmall Prickles on boA 

.Sides the broad Part of the Fins, which are ♦ 

wanting in the FferiialeS. ' 

All Fifh of this Sort, when firft takert, 

have a rankilh Tafte, which by keeping a lit-* 

tic 
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tie vaniflies. They are moft in Seafon in the 
Waiter -, for then they do not fmell fo ftrong, 
and their Tafte is more pleafant. They are 
very common on aH the Sea Coafts of Greats 

pritain^ Bifcay and Galicia. 

7?^ M A I D. ' 

THIS Fifli does not at all differ from the MdJ. . 
former^ but in Age ; for a Maid is no- 
thing elfe, but a young Skate ; his Flelh 13 
more Tweet, tender, and litter for the Table, 
than the 5^^z/^, which Qualities are owing to 

its Youth alone. 

'•»*■. 

Tie tHpRHBACK, or RAY. 

THE Thorni^ck is in Shape almoft fquare Thm- 
and yet a traverfe Line drawn from Cor- ^^d, oc 
ner to Corner^ is longer than one from the .^'5'' 
Head to the Root of the Tail, fo that in one 
Senfe, this Fifli is broader than it is long ; he 
has no Scales, but is covered with a vifcous 
Liqi^pr, wliich renders it very flippery ; its 
upper Part is of a dufky Colour, but pretty 
full of round white Spots ; the under Part is 
entirely white. In the Middle of its Back» 
to the very End of the Tail, is a Row of thicity 
Frickles, or Thorns, from whence it has gain- 
«d the Name Q^Tbornback. The lower Part 
of the Tail is fmooth, but oil each Side, are 
two other Rows of Prickles, the former Part 
of which are placed ekHqusfy^ and the latter 
horizontally : And though the Prickles arc 
often thus difpofed, yet we may often fee 
them in much' greater Numbers, and diffe- 
' rently 
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fcntly placed, nay fomc have had Thorns upper 
their Belly. 

They aife found in the like Places j as. the 
Skdie^ and their iFlefli is riiuch of the fame 
Tafte, but is fomewhat more hard of Digef- 
tion \ the Liver is afcounted a great Dainty 
among fome : The Tbornback is nourifliing 
enough, and affords both a foUd and durable 
Food. Some pretend, that it prpvojces Ve- 
nery, and increafes JSeed •, but ijts. Flefh is hard 
and npt eafy of Digeftiqii, caufes Wijid, and 
produces heavy and grofs Humours, efpeci-. 
ally if eaten before y oii let it lie for fome Time.^ 
They are to be chofen, when they are plump, 
and as tender. 

Their Teeth being brayed tn a Mortar, 
may be ufed to dry up Acid Matters, as well, 
as Crab's Eyes, and all other Alkalis. 

Their Gall is alfo good for Dillempers of 
the Ears \ and Rondelei much magnifies the 
Liver, as being very good againft the Itch. 

rbe W m T ^ N G,; 

Whiting, np HE IVhiting is one of the fmalleft of 
1 ' this Kind of Fifli, it being but feldom 
met with, above a Foot long ; it is a flender 
Fifh for the Size, efpecially towards the Tail, 
for about the Head, the Make is confiderably 
larger ; the Belly is white, and the Back muc|i 
whiter than in any other of this Sort, from 
whence, it derives the Name of JVhiting ; the 
Fins below the Vent are fpeckled with black ; 
it has no Barb ; the Scales are fmall, the Eye 
large, and covered with a tranfparent loofe 
Skin j the under Jaw is longer than the upper, 

. infomuch 
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infpmuch that when the Mouth is ftiut, the long 
cJdoked Teeth ftand out of it ; but thofe within 
the Mouth are fmall. 

THE-Flej(h is fweet, tender, andinuniver- 
fal Eileem, being pretty nourifhing, eafy of 
Digeftion, and fo light on the Stomach, that 
fick Perfons may eat it. . 

In fomc Parts of England and Holland^ they 
take out the Guts of thefe'Fifh, and then dry 
them, by which Means, they may be kept a 
confiderable Time : They eat pretty enough. 

If a Perfon brings to Shore, fells, or offers 
to fell any Whitings not being fix Inches in 
Length, from the Eyes to the End of^ the 
Tail, forfeits, by Statute i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. 
the Slim of twenty Shillings, and alfo fuch 
Fifh; Which faid Statute, likewife prohibits 
Foreigners of foreign Ships importing the 
fame to, or felling them in England \ fee alfo 
9 Geo. II. Cap. xxxiii. 

The Whiting you are to chufe, fhould be 
fat, tender, Ihort and light. They find fmall 
oblong Pearls in the Head of a K^bitingy which 
are of an opening Nature, good for the Cho- 
lick in the Back, to expel the Stone out of 
the Bladder and Kidneys, and to ftop a Loofe- 
nefs ; they bt-ay them in a Mortar, and the 
Dofe is, from ten Grains to forty. 

There is another Sort oilVbiting^ not a-Mo//^, or 
bove feven Inches long, which is very common Capcian.^ 
in the Mediterranean Sea ; and is called by the 
Venetians^ Mollo^ \>VLt by the People of Mar- 
feilleSy Capelan-y and is probably, the fame 
Fifh which our Countrymen corruptly call 
Capelin^ and which they catch upon the Ame- 
rican Coaft, for a Bait in Cod-Filhing. It is 

of 
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of a darker Colour than a common Wbifingl 
and has a Barb at his Nofc, like a Q?//. The 
«Flelh is very foft, tender and nouriftiing* 

rbe WHltlNG^PbtiT; 

jrhi/rng- nr HE JVhiting-PaiU is remarkably broad; 

tout. X in Proportion to its Lengthy by which 
it is diftinguifhed from all other Fifh of this 
Kind; the Edges of the Tail ahd Fins, are 
black. 

The Size of this Fifh, is generally aboui; 
elevfti Inches long, and three and a half broad; 
It has fniall Scales, and is of a Silver Colour 
on the Body, like a lVhiting\ it has alfa 
a fmaller Moutli^ than any odicr Filh of this 
Kind. 

The young Fifli of this Sort, are called 
by the Londoners^ Tf^nting-Mopps^ and are est- 
pofed to Sale in great Plenty ki O^obet. 

The WHITING-FOLLACk. 

Whitings 'TP HIS Fifh has this Name ^ven it here, 
FeUacL X from its Likenefs to a IVhiting : How- 
ever it is larger, proportionably broader, and 
not quite fo thick ; the Back is blackifh, or of 
a dirty Green ; the Sides beneath the Lateral 
-Lines, are varioufly ftreaked with a dulkyi 
Yellow ; the Body is Scaly, but the Scales are 
veryfmall; the Mouth is large, and the Teeth 
fmall ; the Eyes of a Silver Colour, and large ; 
the lower Jaw is a- little more prominent than 
the upper. .,...., 
(-. He differs^ from a Cody unlefs in Magni- 
tude, feldom exceeding fourteen or fifteen 

Inches 



iiches io-Length, and four iiv Breadth, in ha- 
vipg a proportionaWy lefsHead, a broadep 
and thinner Body, in having no Barb, and in 
the Belly Fins being much Icfs. He is tre- 
quratly caught near Penzamej and St. Ives^ 
in Cornwall \ and is often taken alfo in Rock- . 

The FleiH i% well tailed^ nouri0iing and 
flaky^ like that of a C^. 

^ COPi or KEELING. 

TH E Cod is a Fifli of about three Feet€% or 
long, OP upwards -, thofe that are fmall, ^^^^ 
arid called Codlings ; it has different Nanpies, 
from the different Places, where it is taken^ 
and from the different Manner of Curing it t 
Hence it is called Green-Fijh, Icehnd-Fijby 
Aberdeen-Fijh^ North-Sea Cody Stock-Fifljy Poor 
John^ and Barrel'd'Cod 

It is a thick round Filh^ with a large Head, 
and a prominent Belly; it is brown on the 
Back, white underneath, and is full of yellow 
Spots ; the Scales are fmall, and Eyes large ; 
"^s about two Feet long, and proportionably 
in Breadth. 

The Fiefh is exceeding good, and highly^ 
efteemed, it is greatly in Ule, as well frelh as 
faked ; and in Lent, it goes by the general 
Name oiSalt-FiJh. The Head of a large Cody 
is thought, by the. nice Eaters, to be a moft 
excellent Dilh ; but frelh Cod is much more 
nourifhing, and eafy of Digeftion, than when 
faked, which Ihould be fteeped in Water, 
before Eafter. 
• Fre^h Cody that is. Cod for prefent Ufe, 

Is 
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is caught every where on the Coaft of Great^ 
Britain ; but there are particular Times ♦ of 
Filhing in particular Places, becaufe they are 
then found in great Plenty. 

When the Cod leaves the Banks oi New- 
foundlandy where is the chiefeft Fifhery for 
them, they go in Purfuit of PHntings % and it 
is owing to this, that the Return of the Whi^ 
ting is frequent on our Coaft. There are, two' 
Kinds of fait Codj the one called Green or 
' White, and the other Dried and Cured, though 
it is all die fame Fiih, only differently prepa* 
red. 

And there is a Statute of i Geo, I. Cap. 
xviiv whereby if any Perfon (hall bring to 
ihore, or fell, or offer to fell any Codlingy not 
twelve Inches in Length from the Eyes to. the 
End of his Tail, fliaU forfeit 20 s. and the 
Filh. 

CODy or Lyng^ by Stature 5 Etiz. Cap. v. 
Seft. 10, is not to be brought in this Realm in 
Barrels or Caflcs, but loo^ and in Bulk, and 
by Tale, on Forfeiture thereof. As likewife 
if^it is taken and imported by Foreigners, Sta- 
tute 1 8 Car. II. Seft. 2. 1 3 Car. II. Cap. vii. 
Seft. 16 and 17. i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. 9 Gea. 
11. Cap. xxxiii. 

You are to chufe the Cod that is white, ten- 
der, freih, and well tailed. 

• FiJe R. Brook's Art of Anglings P- *39« ^ *tt) the 
Manner of taking, drying, l^c. of this Filh at Newfound'^ 
land, &c. or Chamhtr'% CyclopeeMa^ ArticU m Cod Fijbay. 
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The HADDOCK. 

TH E Haddock is of a middle Size between HW^ri. - 
a Cod and a Whitings and refemblcs the 
formor both in Shape and Colour^ more than 
any other Fifli when full grown. He is blackifh 
on the Back, and is covered with fmall Scales \ 
not far from the Gills, is a large black Spot, 
which they fay, is a Mark made by the Finger 
and Thumb of 5/. Peter ^ that he might diftin^ 
guifli this Fifh from others, as being very 
much to his Liking. The fame Monkifh Fable 
is told of another Fi(h called the Piper. 

The Eyes are large, and there is a Barb on 
the lower Jaw about an Inch long. The Tail 
is forked, on other Things it refcmbles a Codi, 

SdME reckon this to be but a courfe Fifh, 
and apt to caufe Fevers ; but that chiefly hap- 
pens, when it is taken in the Seas that are (hal- 
low and muddy, as dbout Friejland i but where 
the Seas are deep and the Water clear, this 
Fifh is wholefome, well-tafted, and nourifh- 
ing enough ; and the Tafte is far from being 
difpicable ; the fmall Sort of Haddocks are of- 
ten fold for large IVbiHngSy and the middle 
Size for young Cods. 

Statute 15 Car. II. Cap. vii. Se<5t. 16 and 
17* gives Encouragement for North SeaFifh- 
eries, fcfr. in Catching oi Haddock. 

I Geo. I., Cap. xviii. and 9 Geo. II. Cap. xxxiii. 
prohibits the Importation or Sale of this Fifh, 
either by Foreigners, or out of foreign Bot- 
toms. 
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. T'A? HERRING. 

tiirring. HP H E Herring is a well known Fifli of nine 
A Inches or a Foot Jong. It is commonly 
thought to be the Halecoi the Antients, Vhich 
IS a great Miftake, for Hdsc is not the Name . 
of any Sort of Fifh, bu t only of a Sauce to Salt 
Fifti in general. • 

That whitrh diftinguiflies this Kind of Fiffi' 
from all others^ it has a Scaly Line that runs, 
along the Middle of the Belly from the Head 
to the Tail ; the Colour of the Belly and Sides 
are of a (hining Silver, and the Scales are large 
and eafily come off. A Herring hd:$ no Spots 5 
the Belly is fharp like a Wedge ; the Eyes red } 
the lower J^w a little longer than the upper, 
and full of Teeth, as are the Palate and Tongue ; 
the Tail is forked. 

• A Herring dies immediately after it is taken 
out of the Water, whence the Prpverb arifcs, 
as dead as a Herring. The Flelh is every* 
where in Efteem, being fat, foft and delicate, 
efpecially if drefTed as foon as taken % and that 
it is every where efteerhed, may appear from 
the vaft Quantities that a/e taken and confu* 
med, as well faked, dried and pickled, as 
frefh. Their chief Abode feems to be in the 
Seas, between the North of Scotland^ Norway 
and Denmark^ from whence they make annual 
Excurfions, through the Briitjb Channel, as 
far as the Coaft of Normandy. 

The bett Times of Fi(hing • on the Coaft 

* The Dutch begin their Herring Fifhery on the 14th 
tijune, and employ a thoufand VcfTek therein, called 
fiufies or Barb from fbity. to fifty Tons cach# 

of 



A t>efcriptm of Fjflu 2 a j 

of Norfolk and Suffolk^ near Tarmoutb^ Lefiofk 
and Soutbwold^ are, from the Middle of Sep- 
/f«»fcr till the Middle of OSlober ; they judge 
where the Herrings lie, hy- the Hovering and 
Motion of the Sea^-Birds, which continually 
purfue them, in ExpeAation of Prey : But 
the chief fl!?m«f Tilhery is in the North Sea, 
as ha? already been obferved, where there arc 
two Seafons, the Firft in Juncy July and yf«- 
guft^ the Second in Autumn ; but the latter is 
the more confiderable Scafon, on Account of 
the' Fogs, which are very favourable to thi$ 
KindofFi(hing. 

FisHER*s diftihguifli their Herrings into fi« 
different Sorts t As the Fat Herrings which is 
the largeft and thickeft of all, and will keep 
about two or three Months •, the Meat Hert^ 
ringy which is likewife large, but not fo thick 
nor fo fat as the former ; the .Night Herrings 
which is of a middle Size -, the Plucky which 
has received fome D^ma^e from the Nets >' 
the Sbotten Herringy which' h^ loft its Milt or 
Spawn ; and the Cop/hen^ which by fome Ac* 
cident or other has been deprived of its H^^cl* 

Herrings always fwimin Shoals, delight* 
ing to be near the Shore. They fpawn but 
once a Year, and that is about the Jutunm4 
Equinox ; a little before which, like moft other 
Fifti, they are higheft in Seafon. They arc 
nourifhing, eafy of Digeftiow, and produces 
good Juice : Some apply pickled Herrings to 
the Soles of Mens Feet in Fevers. A young 
Herring is by fome, termed a Taulinj or a 
White Bait. . 

You ought to chufe a Herring that is frclh^ 
ftr,^ well-fed •, white, fhort, and of a good 

0^2 Taftc* 
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Tafte. But Pickled Herrings are not fo whole* 
fome as Frefli, and Red Herring worfe than 
either. 

As to the Manner how Herrings are to be 
packed, imported, fold, ^c. 6?r. fee Statute 
3 1 Edzv. III. Stat. 2. Cap. ii. 22 Edw, IV. 
Cap. ii. 1 1 Hen, Vll. Cap. xxiii. 5 £fe. 
Cap. V. 39 £//2J. Cap. X. Stat, i Jac I. 
Cap. xxiii. Stat. 15 C^r. IL Cap. 16 and 
17. Stat. iSC^r. II. Cap. ii. Seft. 2. Star. 
15 Car,U. Cap. vii. Seft. 17. Stat. 15 Ctzr. 
11. Cap. xvi. Se6t. i. i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. 
Sc2t. 9 Geo. II. Cap. iii. 

Tie SPRATT,^r SPARLING. 

SprM, or A sprats is fo like a Herring in every Par- 

SfarJing. '^^ ticular, that after the moft diligent 

Examination, the beft Authors have concluded, 

that there is no Difference between them, but 

in their Age and Size *. 

They are taken Annually in great Plenty, 
about the Winter Solftice •, and, as it is well 
known, are not fold by Number or Weight, 
but by Meafure, at a very low Price, 

Stature i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. Seft. i. and 
gGeo, I. Cap. xxxiii. Seft. i. prohibits the 
Importation and Selling of the Sprat in Great- 
Britain^ if taken, or received by -a Foreigner, 
or out of foreign Ships. ' 

* Thougli {t is remarked by the Cornijh Fifhermen, 
, that there is one vSort of them that never fwim further 
Eaftward than tlie Co:ift of Dc^onJhi:-e ; Jind thefe fay they 
are young Pilh.rdsy whereas there is another Sort that it 
to be caught every where on the Britzjb Coaft, which are 
young Herrings, 
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Tift^ PILCHARD, e?r SARDIN. 

TH E Pilchard is never above nine Inches Pilchard, 
long, and is fomewhat of a thicker Make ^^ ^^rdin. 
than a Herring ; the Back is of a bluifh Green ; 
the Belly and Sides of a Silver Colour; near 
the upper Corner of the Gills, , on both Sides, 
there are black Spots ; and in fome there are 
four or five placed in a right Line towards the 
Tail ; his Mouth is wide, without any Teeth ; 
l^yes of a Middle Size and Silver Colour. In 
rnoft other Things it refembles a Herring. 

The Flefti eats admirably well, is nourifh* 
ing, opens the Body, and good for the Swelling 
of the Gums and Legs, if pounded and applied 
thereto ; and much more wholefomeFrefh than 
Pickled : And is more firm, and delicate than 
that of a Herring ; and befides, its Salutary 
Properties are no Ways inferior to its Tafte. 

The Pilchard is a Filh of Paffage, and 
fwims in Shoals in the fame Manner as the 
Herring and Anchovy^ and much like the lat- 
ter, except that it is larger and thicker, and 
differs little from the Shape of a Shad^ but in 
its Size. 

The Pilchards caught on our own Coafts 
are not fo much valued, though bigger, as 
thofe on the Coaft of France^ which is owing 
to their not being fo well cured. 

The Seafon of Fifhing is from June to Sep- 
fember, though fometimcs they are caught on 
the Coaft of Cornwall at Cbrijimas. This Fifli 
ought to be chofen, when it is young, tender 
well fed, frelh, and catched in March and 
April. 

Q.3 If 
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Jf Pilchards are taken by Foreigners, and 
imported, they are forfeited by Stat. i8 Car. 
II. Cap. ii. SeA. 2. i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. 9 
Geo. IL Cap. xxxiii. 

The ANCHOVY. 

The An- ^TpH E Anchovy is a fmall Filh, about as 
f*wr- X thick and as long as one*s Finger ; but 
near Chefter they have been taken much larger \ 
the Body is of a rounder Make than a Her- 
rings the Eyes arc large, the Body of a 
filver White, ^ and the Gills are of a (hining 
Red, the Snout Iharp, the Mouth wide but 
without Teeth, the Tail forked. 

Anchovies are very common at Venice 
^d Genoaj as alfo at Rome ; but their chief 
Markets feem to be on the Coaft of Catalonia 
mSj>ainj dndof Provence in France. Inchufing 
of them, thofe that are leaft ought to be pre- 
ferred ; as alfo thofe that are White without. 
Red within, that are firm, and have round 
Backs*. 

There is another Sort of Fifh fold inftead 
of Anchovies^ called a Sardin, which is very 
probably a young Pilcha^dj it being larger 
and flatter than an Anchovy, and not fo well 
tafted. 

You are to chufe thofe that are tender, fre(h> 
White without. Red within, fmall, plump, 
firm, and well tafted. They are of an open- 
ing Nature, fortify the Stomach, and create 
an Appetite, but are very bad ufed in ex- 
qelst 

tie 
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S*^ COAL-FISH ^r RAWLIN. 
POLLACK. 

THE CoaUFi/h k vtrf Yikt the Whiting- Coai^pi/i, 
Pollacky only the lateral Lines are white, or Rawlim^ 
broad, and not fo crooked ; by which M^rkPo^^^- 
theFifhermen diflinguifli it from thcff^biting* 
Pollack :■ Befides, the Colour is more black, 
lively and fhining ; likewife all the Fins are 
of a blackifh. Blue, the Scales lefs, and the 
Eyes larger and more protuberant, and the 
under Jaw longer than the upper ; no Barb, 
^a Cod ; and his fail is more forked. They 
are taken on th.e Coaft of Northumberland 
and Torkjhirey and are called Coal-Fifh from 
the black Colour of their Back and Head. 
The young Ones of this Kind are called BiU 
lardsj Pollardsj and Rock-fFbitings. 

Some reckon this Fifh to bfe better than an 
Haddock^ and inferior to a Whiting or Cod ; 
and its confequently fold at a cheaper Rate 
than the latter. 

There is another Filh of this Kind, which A*^, or 
the Comijh Fiflier call a Bib or Blind^ which BUnd. 
grows to about the Length of a Foot, and is 
rather of a broadifh Make, than thick and 
round ; and a Bib may be diftinguiflhed from 
a Ctfd by its Size, which is fmaller, and by its 
Shape, which is Ihorter and broader ; as alfo 
by the Bignefs of its Scales. 

Statute 15 Car. 11. Cap. ii. Seft. 16 & 
17, relates to encouraging the taking of the 
Coal'FiJb^ and other Fifh, in the North Seas,' 

0^4 Sta- 
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Statute i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. and 9 Geo. 
II. Cap. xxxiii. about the Importation and 
fale of this Fjfh. 

ne H A K E. 

Bake, 'IP H E Hake is a Fifli about half a Yard 
■** long, and fometimes more ; it is fhaped 
fomething like a Pike, 

WILLOUGHBY compares it to a Whi- 
tings which it is nn^oft like both in Shape and 
Colour. He lives on other Fifli. His Flefh 
is foft and tender. They are caught in great 
Plenty about Penzance in Cornwall^ and in the 
Britijh and German Oceari. 

"The LING. 

ling. ' I ^ H E hing has a Body in Shape long and 
^ round, covered with fmall Scales that 
adhere to it ; the Back and Sides of fome are 
of Olive, 0/ others Afti-coloured and Grey. . 
In fhort, this Fifli is very like a Hake in all 
Things, except in its being of a larger Size, 
longer Make, having a round Tail, and a 
Barb on the lower Jaw. 

The Flefti >yhen juft caught is verydeli- 
. cious, and when faked and dried, is juftly 
preferred before all other Salt Fifli. 

It is frequently taken near Penzance^ and 
may be fiflied for all the Year among. the I-. 
flands of Scotland^ and on the North Eaft of 
England^ from Eafier till Mdfummer. 

LING is not to be brought into this Realm 
in Calks or Barrels, but Loofe and in Bulk, 
fcfr. Vid. Cod, And if taken by Foreigner, 
and imported, it is forfeited. Vid. Statute 18 

Car. 
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Car. II. Cap. ii. Sedl. 2. Statute igCar. IL 
Cap. ii. Seft. 17. i G^^. I. Cap. xviii. Stat. 
9 Geo. II. Cap. xxxiii. 

ri&^ MACKREL. 

TH E Mackrel is generally a Foot, and MackreL 
fometimes a Foot and a half long. The 
Body is long, round, thick, and fleftiy, but 
towards the Tail very flender and fmall ; it is 
not entirely void of Scales, but they are very 
thin and little ; the Tail is fo very forked, 
that it feems almoft to be parted into two dif- 
tinft Fins 5 the Jaws are equal in Length ; 
the Eyes are large. 

They are found in large Shoals, in divers 
Parts of the Ocean, but efpecially on the Coafts 
of France and England ; they enter the Englijh 
Channel in Aprils and takethcir Courfe through 
the Streigbis of Dover ; infomuch that in June 
they advance as far as Cornwall^ Normandy and 
Picardy^ &c. where the Fifliery is moft confi- 
derable. 

The Flefli of this Fifli is very good, when 
frelh efpecially, if they are drcft when firft 
taken out of the Water ; it is nouriftiing c- 
nough, and of an opening diffolving Nature, 
but not very eafy of Digeftion : And there is 
fuch a Difference between them and thofe that 
are brought to London, that it is not to be 
conceived by any that have not tried : How- 
ever they are not to be defpifed, even when 
they are well cured by Pickling, and put into 
Barrels. 

You are to chufe a Mackrel that is new, 

pretty thick, well fed, tender, juicy, and agree- 

I able 
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able to the Tafte ; and a Mackreldtt&d as 
foon as taken, is far better tafted than thofe 
brought to Shore, and requires no Goosberria 
or rich Sauce to put it off, Nothing being more 
palatable or pleafant. 

By the 10 and 11 fT. III. Cap. xxiv. Seft, 
9, this Filh is allowed to be fold on Sundays^ 
before and after Divine Service, which is an 
Indulgence peculiar to this Fifli. None to be 
imported or fold in England^ that is taken or 
received by Foreigners, or out of Strangers 
Bottoms, i^c. See St^t. i Geo. I. Cap. xviii. ^ 
Ceo. II. Cap. xxxiii. 

TUNNY, ev SPANISH MACK- 
REL. 

funiif, orTS a large, heavy, thick Sea- Fifh, fometimes 
^^^ JL weighing upwards of a hundred Pounds j 
his Body is round, long and thick, but towards 
the Tail remarkably fmall. He is a Faih of 
Paflage, rambling from one Part of the Sea to 
another : In September and OSlober^ they leave 
the Ocean, and pafs through the Streigbts of 
Cibralter into the Mediterranean Sea towards 
the Levant ; they fwim in Shoals, and are pf* 
ten taken on the Cbaft of Cornwall with thdr 
Stomachs full oi Pilchards ; the Time of Fiih<> 
ing being in Se^ewher. 

The Flefii is nourifhing enough, folid and 
durableFood ; looked upon to be good againft 
Poifon, the Stinging of Serpents, and Biting 
of mad Dogs, but is hard of Digeftion, and 
heavy upon the Stomach, efpecially when it 
is too fat. It isufually eaten in Winter and Au- 
tumn, but by thofe only who have good Sto* 

machsy 
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machs, and arc ufed to much Exercife. Chufe 
thofe which are young, tender, neither tpQ 
fat nor too lean. 

qie DOG-FISH, or PICKED 
D O G-F I S H. 

TH E Picked Bog-Ftjh has a roundifh, ob- Dog-Fi/k, 
long Body, which is covered with a rough<»f»viW 
Skin, of great Ufe among the Joyners for Po- *'«•''«*• 
lifhing Wood. His Back is of a brownifli Co- 
lour, and Belly white, and more fmooth than 
the other Parts •, his BaCk is provided with 
two Fins, on the fore Part of both which, are 
placed two Spines or Thorns, from whence 
he is called the Picked Dog-Ftfi. He brinra 
forth his Young alive, which are produced 
from Eggs hatched within the Body of the 
Filh ; he never grows to any lai^e Bulk, the 
largeft never weighing full twenty Pounds, 
and is frequently in the Britijh Ocean, and m 
the Irijb and Mediterranean Scm. „ , . 

There is another Dog-Rjky called the 
fmootb, or unprickly Hound, which is very much 
like this, but he has neither Prickles nor 

The Plelh of aU thefe Kind of Filhis rank 
and unwholfome. 

r^ DOREE. 

THE Doree is a very broad flat Filh, and £Vra». 
almoft every where of equal Thicknefs. 
He is fliaped almoft like a Plaice, but fwims 
creft and therefore ought not to be numbered 
jimong the flat Filh. 
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His Head is very large. Mouth monftruouf- 
ly wide. Eyes yellow and great ; Sides of Olive 
Colour, varioufly mixed with light Blue ; his 
Size generally about eighteen Inches, and feven 
OF eight broad. 

The Flefli is tender, and eafy of Digeftion, 
and for Delicacy, is by many thought luperior 
to that of a Turboif. 

rhe WE EVER. 

UTiever. 'HpHE WeevtT has a longifli Body, and a 
A ftrait Back ; the Sides are painted with 
yellow and brown Lines, which run obliquely 
from the Back towards the Belly ; the Mouth 
wide, and the lower Jaw a little more promi- 
nent than the upper •, he is often taken a Foot 
and Half long ; the Flefti firm, and eats agree- 
ably enough, 

LOBSTER. 

Ubfiir. np H E Lohfter is better known by Sight, 
- -A than defcribed. They always feed at the 
Bottom of the Water, and are furnifhed with 
a Pair of firing Claws, with which they fatten 
on the larger Prey, that happens to come 
within their Reach.; their Flefh is fweet, re- 
ftorative, and very innocent 

By the Statute of 10 and 11 W. III. Cap. 
xxiv. Sed, 7. any Perfon who brings on Shore, 
or offers to fell any Lohfter not eight Inches 
from the Peak of the Nofe, to the End of the 
Middle Fin of the Tail, forfeits i s. for each 
Lohfter. And Stat, i Geo. L Cap. xviii. Seft. 
10, allows this Fifh to be imported and ibid 

in 
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in GreaUBriiain^ tHough of foreign Catching, 
as before, Stat. lo and ii Will III. Cap. 
xxiv. 

rhe CRAB, CRAW- FISH, 
PRAWN, and SHRIMR 

np H E Crab is much of the fame Nature as Crab. 

^ the Lobfter 5 they often lie in the Mouths 
of Rivers, Creeks, and Ponds made with Salt 
Water ; and there are two Sorts, viz. the Sea 
and frefli Water Crab : The firft is generally 
larger than the latter. Crabs are nourifhing, 
of a ftrengthning Nature, allays the fharp Hu- 
mours, cleans Ulcers in the Throat, if eaten 
as they are, or taken in Broth. Chufe thofe, 
that are fat, well fed, tender and of a good 
Tafte. 

The CraW'FiJbj or Cray-BJh exaftly re- Craiv- 
fembles a Lobfter in Shape, and is to be found ^^» ^^ 
in moft Brooks and Rivulets in England. ^^ay^Fifi^ 

The Prawn and the Shrimp harbour them- Prawn, 
felves in the Holes of Rocks, and fuch like ^^. 
Places along the Sea Coaft. ^^''^^ 

The Prawn j by fome is called a Buniin, Bumin, or 
and the Red Shrimps which is chiefly caugJit Red 
in the Medway^ is called by the Fiflimongers, ^^'•*«!?» 
a Prawn. 

The Flefh of all thefe Sorts of Filh are of 
the fame Nature, and only differ in Degree of 
Goodnefs ; they are all fuppofed to have a re- 
ftorative Quality, and therefore muft be very 
nourifhing and wholefome. 



ir&tf 
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SCOLLOP. 

&s%. ^TpH E Scollop is a Shell-Fifli, of a fwceter, 
A and more agreeable Tafte than an Oyftcr^ 
and according to RondekHus^ is more eafily di- 
gefted, and more wholcfome. 

Mr. Reaumur^ a Name well known in the 
learned Worki, has taken ibme Pains to dif- 
cover in what Manner, the Shells of divers 
Animals are firft formed, and afterwards efi«' 
creafe \ which he proves to be from a certain 
Juice, which perfpires from their Bodies, and 
forms new Shells for thofe Animals that caft 
them, a;id encreare$ the Shell$ of thofe that 
do not* 

3i&^ OYSTER, MUSCLE, COCKLE, 
and PERIWINKLE. 

pjifier. ^TpHESE FifliareallfoweHknownto every 
•* Body, as to (land in no Need of a par- 
ticular Defcription. 

The Oyfter calls. its Spawn or Spat in May^ 
which at firft appears like the Drop of a Can- 
dle : It flicks to any hard Subftance it falls 
upon, and feems to be provided with a Shell 
in two Days Time, and in three Years they 
are fit for the Market. Thefe Oyfters they 
term Natives^ and they are akogether unca-^ 
pable of moving from the Place where they 
arc firft fpawned, and which are by the Dredg- 
ers taken and carried to different Places, 
where they are laid in Beds or Rills of Salt- 
water, in order to fat them, and thefe they 
term Layers. Thofe, which when they are 

ipawncd^ 
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fpawned, happen to flick to Rocks^ often 
grow to a very large Size, and arc called Rock-^ 
Oyfters. The bell OyfterSi and moft valued 
for the Goodnefs of their Tafle, are thofe 
found near the Ehgtijb Shores; and thofe 
roafted^ are not fo foon digefted as the raw 
ones, as they are thereby deprived of that 
ialfiih Juice naturally contained in them, aiid 
which does not a little help the Digeftion of 
them in the Stomach *. Chufe thofe which are 
fireih, pretty large, tender, moiil, delicious, 
well-twed, and that have not b^n taken in 
Dirty and muddy Water f . 

But it is otherwife with the Mkfcle zx\A,Mu/ciemi 
Cockles (licking to the Rocks, for they being ^^^'* 
lifter, are more liable to be carried along by 
any Motion of the Water ; and if they cannot 
move themfelves from Place to Place, they 
can, however, hinder themfelves from bang 
the Sport of the Waves, For this Purpofe, 
they are capable of forming feveral Strings of 
the Thicknefs of Hairs, about three Inches 
long, and fometimes to the Number of 250 5 
with thefe they lay Hold of any Thing that is 
near them* Mr. Reaumur has often feen them 
making thefe Threads ; and wheiA he has cut 
them off, they have begun lio make others. 
The Inflxument that the Mufck employs in 
producing thefe Threads, is what we com- 
monly call the Tongue, in the midft of which 
is a narrow Channel, which ferves for a Sort 

* Ojfier Shells being calcined, and reduced to Powder, 
is of an opening, drying, and deteriive Nature, good for 
cleaning of Teeth, and to confume acid Humours. 

'f See 9 Jnn. Cap, 26. Sc^. 2. 2 Ggo. II. Cap. 19, 
and 10 Gc9. IL Cap. 30. 
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of a Mould for their firft Formation. The 
Sea Muffle is much preferable to the River^ 
provided they be tender, well-fed, whitp, 
delicious, and well ufted. .They are Opening, 
nourifti a little, and of a drying, diffolving 
Nature. 

The Cockle has hkewife a Power of making 
thefe Threads, as well as the Mufcle ; the on- 
ly Difference is, that thofe of the Cockle arc 
more thick and fhort. The Mufcle Shell be- 
ing brayed in a Mortar, may be taken from 
half a Scruple to a Dram, to Hop Loofenefs, 
and wafte Iharp Humours. It is ufed as a 
Deterfive, and for confuming the Rheums ' 
that arife in the Horfes Eyes. 
Peri'win' As for the Periwinkle J there is nothing re- 
markable can be faid of it, but what belongs 
in common to all Animals that have Sheik. 
Their Bodies confifts of a thick (limy Sub- 
ftance, for which Reafon they are looked up- 
on as a reftorative Diet, but not very tempt- 
ing upon any other Account. 

FIRE SLAW. 

Ftrejlaw. 'TpHE Fireflaw is a flat Fifh, of a black 
X Colour, in Make fomewhat ' like ^ 
Tbornback^ but without Prickles, and weighs 
from 30 to 80 Pounds. 
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GENERAL 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON T HE 

Nature of FISH. 

AVING thus given a ^ort De- 
fcription of Fifli, I Ihall proceed 
ki die moil natural Road of Me- 
ditation, by pointing out fo much 
of the Propetties and Mcchanifm 
of Fifh in general, as may enable us to confider 
them with Undcrftandipgw The Points I fhall 
:here chiefly infift on, are, the Element pecu- 
liar to Fifti ; their Cloathing, their Numbers, 
the regular Paffage of fome Species, their 
Wars, and the Means of their Prcfervation ; 
their Fecundity, and the Purport of it ; their 
Food ; the natural Caqfe of their Swimming, 
with the peculiar Ufe of their Tail, Fins, Bags 
of Air, and Gills-, their other Parts, their 
Cunning, their Senfations, and the extraordi- 
nary Share of Life in fonie Kmds of them. 

The Univerfe abounds with an infinite Va- 
riety of living Creatures: Some are Inhabi-. 
cants of the Air ; others range around the 
Fields, or crawl upon the Ground : Thoufands 
ttMti in the inmoft Recefles of Woods,, or in 
. , . R th^ 
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the Hearts of JL,eaves, and under the Bark* 
of Trees.; fome in the Chinks or CrevifesoC 
Walls, and others in the moft gloomy Ca^ 
verns : ^ The very Bowels of the Earth are 
hollowed and filled with Inhabitants. 

All thefe Animals, how different foever 
from each other, with refpeft to their Nature 
and Way of Life, enjoy one Benefit in com- 
mon ; they all breath the fluid Air. 

But we have, at prefent, another Element 
under our Confideration, wherein all of them 
are ftifled as foon as they are plunged in€a it : 
Yet we therein difcover a vaft Variety of Be- 
ings ; and obferve, that as t;erre{lial Animals 
are fufFocated in the Waves, fo the Inhabitants 
of the watry Regions foon expire in the Air, 
and cannot long, fubfift out of that Element, 
to which they are configned. 

Hence it is hard to comprehend how their 
Blood fhould circulate with that freedom, 
wh5ch.it indifputably does; for one would 
think it fhould coagulate aad condence,. by the 
exceflive Chillnefs of the Waters. 

SvcH Animals as live upon the Earth, are 
either fumilhed with Feathers, and a delicate 
Down, or invefted with warm Furrs, or long 
Hairs,, to defend them from the Inclemencies 
of the Air,, which is fometimes exceedingly 
cold : But no.Filh, as we can find, have any 
fuch agreeable Accommodations; How then 
has Nature provided for them, that they arc 
able to fublift in an Element much-colder than 
Air ? Let us recpllecl what we have ofiien dif- 
covered in, as we have been accidentally hand- 
ling a Fifli, or cutting one open. The firft 
Thing that offers, itfelf to our Touch, is a cer«- 
. . ' tain 
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fain glutinous Matter, with which the Whble 
Surface of the Creature's Body is duly moift- 
ened. We find, moreover, a Coat, confift- 
Ing of ftrong and beautifiil Scales • ahd^ befoi-e Scales. . 
we come to the Animals Flelh, we obfefve a 
Kind of Lardi or oily Subftlnce, which ex- 
tends from the Head to the Tail, and llir- 
I'ounds the wh6le. Though We cann6t eafily 
Conceive how thefe Scales are formed, of 
how they gradually enCreafe, and are fuppli* 
ed, or what is the Origin, and Refervoir, of 
this Oil ; yet thefe Scales,* by their Solidity, 
Und this Oil, by its Antipathy to the Water, 
keeps thfe Fifh warm, and gives him Life and 
Vigour. He could not poflibly be furniflicd 
with a lighter Veftment^ or one mote impe- 
hetrable, or more fuifable to the Dangers they 
are expofed to, and the' Bufmeft they are to 
perform. 

The Sea carries 6fFffom the Lands, which 
it wafhes, a Vitriol and Bitumen, that, like 
itfelf, being in a perpettial Motion, difperfe 
and incorporate in fuch a Manner with the 
fmalleft Particles of the Water, that noFiltrati- 
0ns, hb Alembicks, ot any other Dev'ifesj 
how artful foever, have been able to purify 
and ff ee it frdm it* brackifti Tafte. It is in 
this nauceoiis and offenfive Water, however^ 
that the Jll-wife Creator has thought fit to 
improve and bring to Perfeftion the Flefh of 
ihofe Fifh, which the nioft Voluptuous prefer 
Ijefore the ch6iceft Fogies. In an Element that 
produces nothing, it is impt)flible, one would 
imagine, that the Number or Fertility of the Numbers. 
Inhabitants fhould be any Thing confiderable ; 
yet what a prodigious Quantity oi Mufcles^ 
R 2 Crahs^ 
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Crahs^ Lobjiers^ and of other Fi(h of an enor-^ 
mous Size ; whatPiles of Oj/^j, whdfe White- 
nefs and JFatnefs give a Keenefs to tie Appe- 
tite ; what a Profufion of ^urbets^ Flounders^ 
J)absy Shads y Plate e^ and all the various Spe- 
cies of flat Fifh, whofe Flefh is fo exceeding- 
ly admired, does it furnifli us with ? 
. We obfcrve, in the Seafon, whole Fleets 
of Ships freighted with Herrin^s^ and at other 
Times, Shoales of Mackerel zxid fVhitings pre- 
fent thcmfelves voluntarily before us' on our 
Coafts ; infomuch,'that whole Provinces are 
fupplied with a fufficient Quantity of them, 
by the bare Capture of a fingle Day. Legi- 
ons of 'Smelts and Flounders forfake the fait 
Waters in 'the Spring, and begin to fwim up 
the Rivers^ Shads follow the fame Tra6l, ajid 
grow to their full Perfedion in the frefli Wa- 
ter. Salmons continue till Juh/y and fometimes 
later, to enrich the Fi{h^s> though threefcore> 
and fometimes fourfcore Leagues from the 
Sea. Every Seafon regales us with frelh De- 
licacies, without the Interruption of their ufii- 
al Prefents^ fuch as LampreySy Smelts^ Tunnies^ 
SoleSy ^hornbackSy and a vaft Variety of other 
Fifli, that adorn our Difhes, and gratify the 
niceft Tafle. What a Delicacy, what a Pro- 
fufion of Provifions do we receive from the 
Indulgence of this Element! : 

' This very Delicacy, however, might pof* 
.fibly fo enhance their ValuQ, that none but the 
Rich could purchafe them, or the Plenty 
might be fo great, that the Corruption of the 
Whole, or the greateft Part, might prevent 
their timely Confumption : But both thefe In- 
conveniencies are effedually prevented by a 

little 
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little Salt. Thus the Sea is lavilh. of her Stores^ 
and at th6 fame Time furnifhes us with that 
which rifeiers their Communication eafy, and' 
their Conveyance fafe. We obferve likewife, 
in this Profufion of the Sea, a: Precaution 
which enhances the Value of her Gifts, and 
proves an additional Bleffing. Such Filh as are 
wholefome Food, and agreeable to the Tafte, 
are exceedingly prolifick'; but thofe, on the o- 
tjier Hand, whofe FJefh is unpalatable, or 
prejudicial to our Health, and whofe mon- 
ftrous Size renders them formidable to others, 
for the generality bring forth their Young 
compleatly formed into the World, and fel- 
dom*more than one or two at a Birthr 

The fame Wifdom that has regulated with 
fuch Indulgence, the Bounds of their Fecun- 
dity, kee^s thofe at a wide Diftance from our 
Shores, which we have the leaft Occafion for, 
and puts others in our PojOTcffion, which are of 
moft Benefit and Advantage to us. Some 
Species are with us all the Year long, and o- 
thers pay us an annual Vifit in prodigious 
Multitudes. The exadt Time of their PafTage, 
and their peculiar Traft^ is well known, 
which are very advantagious Circumftances, 
though it may vary 10 or 15 Days, by Means 
of ftrong Winds, or bad Weather. We may 
form an adequate Idea of other Fifh of Paf-ThePaf. 
fage from the Herrings and Cods. The former fage of the 
feem to have their principal Rendenzvous be- herring. 
tween the Points of Scotland^ Norway, and 
Denmark. From thence the Danijh Colonies 
take their annual Progrefs, and, at different 
Seafons crofs the Channel Their Voyage is 
performed wth the utmoll Exaftnefs ; their 
R3 Tra(^ 
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Trad is prefcribed, and their March rcgula-s 
ted. The whole Body move all at once ; not 
one of them prefume to draggle, pillage, or 
dcfert. When the Body of their Army i^ 
once paffed, not one of ti>e fame Species ap* 
pears again till the Year enfijing. An infinite 
Number of Worms and Uttle Filh are bred 
every Summer in the Channel, with which 
the Herrings regale themfelves. They are a 
Sort of Manna^ which theie Animals never 
fail of picking up •, and when they have clear- 
ed the Seas in the Northern Parts of Europe^ 
they defccnd towards the Souths to which they 
afe attrafted by tlje ple^fing ProfpeA of a new 
Stock of Provifions. 

We have but very few Cod-fifl) in our Seas. 
Their Rendezvous is at the immence Bank 
before Newfoundland. There they are fo nur 
merous, that the Fifhej-men, who refort thi- 
ther from all Parts, are cqnftantly employed, 
^nd find their JL.abours attendexi with furpri- 
fing Succefs. ""One Man fhall fometimes catch 
three or four Hundred in a Day. When the 
Suftenance that attrafts them is exhauftcd in 
thefe Parts, they difperfe, and proclaim open 
War with the IVkitings^ which are their fa- 
Thc Paf- vorite Aliipent. The latter fly before them ; 
Tagcoftheand their frequent Returns on our Coafts, are 
^^ principally owing to this hoftile Chace, 

Having thus mentioned the Wars of the 
Cods and IVbitings^ I muft take Notice of one 
Circumftance that reigns through all the Spe- 
cies of Fifli. The Mufcle lies in Ambufcade 
^ithin the Mud ; there ftie opens her Shell, 
.^nd when a fmall unwary Crab prefumes to 
' fjreep in, fhe claps them clofe together in an 

Inftant^ 
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Inftant, and fecures her Prey. The C^Jfer 
takes the fame Meafure to enfnare fuch little 
Fifli as are not on their Guard. The Sole 
fprings inftantineouQy from her Ambufcade, 
and regales herfelf with this delicious Food, 
which pampers her up, arid gives her an ex- 
quifite Flavour. The fmall Soles^ in their 
Turns, are equally an agreeable Collation to 
the large Crabs ; and when we open one of 
thefe latter, we feldom fail of finding one or 
two Soles in the Belly of it. You may form 
an Idea of the other Species by this. All the 
feveral Claffes of living Creatures that breed 
in the Water, from the biggeft to the leaft, 
are conftantly in AAion, and at War with 
each other. It is one continued Series of Ar- 
tifices, Flights, Evafibns, and open Violence. 
They pillage and devour one another, with- 
out Remorfe or Moderation, 

But if the Inhabitants. of the watery Regi- 
ons have fuch a watchful Eye upon the Mat- 
tered Spawn^ and are thus addicted to devour 
one another, this Element, one would think, 
muft, in Procefs of Time, ceafe fo be reple- 
niflied ; for fince the leffer Fifh are the pro- 
per Suftenance of the larger, the former muft 
of Courfe be all deftroycd, and the latter, in 
their Turns, perifli for Want of Subfiftance. 
• The Almighty^ however, has taken proper 
Meafures for the Prefervation of Fifli, by giv- 
ing Strength to fome. Activity and Circum- 
fpeftion to others j and by a Multiplication of 
them to fuch a prodigious Degree, that their 
Fecundity exceeds their natural Inclination to 
prey upon each other. Be the Number of 
Codscv^r fo great, that have been caught this 
Jl 4 Year, 



248 Ohfervations on FiCh. 

Ycalr, or devoured in the Sea by the Invafion 
of their Enemies, there is ftill a Remjainder of 
that Tribe, which is ipore than fufiicient to 
furnilh us with as large a Quantity aboiat two 
Years hence. The Fadt is demonftraWe by 
the following Inftance : A fine frefti Cod be* 
ing produced before Mr. Leuwenboeck^ he had 
the Curiofity to count her Eggs, for which 
Purpofe he took as many as weighed a Dram, 
and told them over : After this he weighed 
the whole Mafs of Eggs, which, allowing 
eight Tinmen the Number to every Ounce, a- 
mounted.to no lefs than nine Millions^ three 
Hundred and forty-four Tbeufand. Eggs. As in- 
credible as this Account niay feem to be at 
firft View, the Quantity of Eggs fo frequent- 
ly found in 4 comnion tarp^ though far fhort 
of the Number cont^ed in a large C^^, is fo 
far furprifing, that we may be fully fatisfied 
Mr. Leuwenhoeck^s Calculation is juft. When 
we come to fearch into the wife End of this 
amazing Fertility, we are immediately con- 
vinced, that it is not to replenilh either the 
Rivers, or the Sea, with the fame Quantity 
of Filh as there are Eggs ; For if it were fo, 
the Ocean itfelf would fcarce be able to con- 
.tain them. It is m.anifeit, however, that there 
is a double Intention in this Fruitfulnefs ; in 
the firft Place, to preferve the Species, what- 
ever Accidents may happen; and, in the next, 
to furnifli the furviving Filh with a plcntifol 
and fucculeht Subfiftence. 
• Thus we perceive, in fomc Meafure, the 
Manner in which the Filh are nouriftied and 
preferved. There are fuch an infinite Num- 
ber of Weeds, Worms, Shell-filh, Eggs, 

RoeS| 
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{Ices, and minute Fifh lodged within the Wa- 
ters, that we need be in no Manner of Con* 
cern for the Inhabitants, with Refpeft to their 
Provifions. They have, we perceive, their 
certain Allowance. — But then their Aliment 
lies concealed,, or flies before them ; and we 
can difcern nothing in thefe Fifh but a Head, 
a large inaftive Body, and a Tail. As they 
have fo few Organs, we naturally afk. How 
are Fifh capable of Advancing, Swimming, 
and Seizing their Ptey ? To folve this, we 
muft confider the Form or Figure of all Fifh in ^^^^* 
general, which being ftrait, and growing always 
fomewhat taper at the Head, enables them to 
traverfe the Water. The Tail, by the AlTifl- TaiL 
ance of the Mufcles, is exceedingly plyant, 
ftrong, and aftive •, inclines to the Right and • 

Left, and, when reduced to a direft Line, 
repells the Water that lies behind it : Imme- 
diately it refumes its Playing, and, by this 
alternate Motion, advances the Head, and, 
in fhbrt, the whole Body, in a much more a- 
greeable a Manner than an Oar, worked al- 
ternately to and fro at the Stern of a Boat, 
conveys it up. a River, and, in Ihort, is the 
grand Inllrumcnt of progreflive Motion. 

The Fins which lie under the Fifh's BelJv, Fins. 
are fometimes of Angular Service, not only 
in repelling the Water, and advancing the 
. Body, but in llopping its Courfe, when they 
are extended, and lie at refl. Their peculiar 
Office, however, is to direft the Movement 
of the Body, by keeping it in an equal Poife ; 
fo that in Cafe the Fifh fhowld only move the 
Fins on its right Side, and bring thofe on his 
]cft Side clofc^to his^ Body, all the Motion is 

in 
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in an Inftant determined to that Side ; juft as 
a Boat, that has two Oars, when but one is 
made Ufe on, will infallibly turn to that Side, 
whereto it is impelled by the Working of the 
other. If vou cut off a Fifh's Fins, the Back, 
which is heavier than the Belly, being no lon- 
ger in an Equilibrium, .will either lie a-flant, 
or be turned direftly up ; as is the Cafe with 
dead Fifli, whofe Fins lie always on the Sur- 
face of the Water. 

It is eafy to conceive, from what has been 
faid, how Fifli is capable of advancing in a 
direct Line : But the Difficulty that remains, 
is, how they do rife and fall in the Water. 
Now, it mult be obferved^ that moft Fifh 
AirBlad- have a Bladder, or foraething equivolent to 
^'■- it s the Ufe of which, is quite different from 

what molt People imagine. This fuppofed 
Bladder is a Bag of Air, by Virtue of which> 
the Fifh is enabled, according to its Enlarge- 
ment and Contraftion, to rife or fink. 

Nothing is more eafy to be conceived than 
this, if we lay down, as inconteftable Maxims, 
equally confiftent with Experience and good 
Senfe ; i. That a Body will fwim upon the 
Water, when it is lighter than that Quantity 
of the Fluid whofe Place it fills. 2. That a 
Body is more pond^ous, according as the 
Parts of it are more aimpaft, and contain in 
them a leffer Quantity of Air ; and lighter, 
according as they are porous, and contain in 
them a larger Quantity of Air. 

These Pofitions allowed, the Body of a 
Fifh, which is heavier than the Mafs of Wa- 
ter, whofe Place it poffefTcs, would unavoid- 
ably fuik to the Bottom, had not the Fifli in 

its 
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its Inteltines, aVeffel, or Bag, filled with Air, , 
which renders him capable of fuftaining him- 
felf in what particular Part of the Water he 
Ipes moft convenient for his Purpofe, This 
Bag dilates the Fifli, in fome Meafure, and 
makes fome frpall Improvement to its natural 
Bulk, without any Addition to its Weight. 
By this Means he poffeffes a larger Space than 
he would do without it, and this brings him 
to an equal Poife with that Body of Water 
whofe Place he fills. Let us fuppofe the Fi(h, 
without his Bag, to weigh fixteen Ounces, and 
the Water, whofe Place he occupies, to weigh 
fifteen only, the Fifh muft unavoidably de- 
fcend. If, however, you afterwards fupply 
the Fifh with a fmall Bag of Air, which adds 
nothing to its Weight, but enlarges his Di- 
menfions, fo that the Mafs of Water, whofe 
Place he fills, weighs fixteen Ounces, the Fifh 
will then be in an equal Poife with that Mafs, 
and be fupported in any Part of the River. 

Now fuppofing the Filh to extend his Bag, 
he muft enlarge the I^imenfions of bis Body 
without the Addition 6f any Weight: And,' 
if he becomes lighter, he muft confequently 
rife. On the contrary, fhould the Fifh con- 
traft his Bag, he will decreafe in his Dimenfi- 
ons, without any Diminution of his Weight, 
whereby he muft become heavier than the 
Water, whofe Place he occupies, and una^ 
voidably muft fink. How improbable fbever 
this Diftention and Contraftion may feemt 
jthey have been evinced by inconteftaolc D6- 
monftrations. This Bag of his, for the genc- 
f ality, has two fmall, but diftinft Partitions : 
Pne, which is always equally full of Air, in 

order 
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order to keep the Fifli in an equal Poife with 
the Mafs of Water whofe Place he fills ; the 
other is dilated or contrafted, to enable the 
Filb to become lighter or heavier, pr, in other 
Terms, to rife or fink, as Occafion requires. 
The Water abounds with Particles of Air, 
diffufed through the Whole. 'What we gene- 

Oiih, rally call the Gills of a Fifh, are a Sort of 
Lungs, which he opens for the Admiffion of 
Air, and which are formed with fuch a pecu- 
liar Mechanifm, that they receive it without 
the leaft Intermixture of any Water : The 
Air indifputably flows into the Bag through 
. them, and by Vertue thereof, the Fifli afcends : 
. But when he is inclined to fink, he has no- 
thing more to do^ than to contract his Bag, 
for the Air immediately reafccnds to the Gills, 
and. has a free and uninterrupted Paflage. 
The Fifli thereupon finks to the Bottom, and 
the Rapidity of his Defcent is proportioned 
to the Quantity of Air that is cjeAed. 

y^TOf. EvERv Kind of Fifli has its Jaws framed 

for the taking in and macerating its particular 
Sort of Food. Such as feed upon Weeds amd 
Infefts, have feldom any Teeth j but fuch 
as prey upon other Fifli, have one, two, or 

7eetB. more Rows of Teeth, for the better Grinding 
of their Nourifliment ; in which, as in all other 
Things, the Wifdom of Providence is ma- 
nifefl:. 

Bachhne. The Back-bones of Fifli, for the more eafy 
bending of their Bodies, confifl: of very fliort 
Vertebr^y fo joined, that their Tail and Head 
may be eafily brought together; and their 
Sales, which in many Species of them, arc ^ma- 
fingly beautiful, and fb regularly placed inRows, 

one 
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one oyer another, that they never obftrucl 
their Motion. Some Kinds, indeed, hav-e no 
Scales, which ufually generate by Copulati- 
on, and bi:ing forth their Young alive, and 
pcrfeftly formed. 

Besides the Arms of Pefence which Na- 
ture has given fome Fifh, they have general- 
ly a remarkable Cunning in forming thtwCumiing. 
Wefts, for the PrefervaticMi of their Young. 

As to the Power of SenfaJtion, Fifh kcm^^M*^' 
to enjoy it as perfeftly as any other Sort of 
Animals. Their Sight, Tafte, and Smelling, 
indeed, are not difputed; but many, who 
pretend to be curious Obfervers, deny them 
the Senfe of Hearing. This, however, is an 
.Error, as appears from Experiment : For if 
you ufe to feed Fifh in a Pond at any particu- 
lar Place, and praftife them to fbme certain 
Call, . they may be brought to come together 
at that Call, though you keep ever fo much 
out of Sight ; and whence the contrary Opi- 
nion had its Rife, I cannot determine ; but 
the Romans were wifer in the Time of Domi- 
tian^ than to entertain it, as appears from this 
.Epigram of Martial upon the Fifh-ponds of 
that Emperor. 

. Rajh Angler J here thy guilty Sport forbear, 
The fe finny Natives are a Monarchy's Care. 
The gentle Kind obey his known Command^ 
, And feed familiar from his fporting Hand : 
Each has his Name^ which fev* rally, they hear^ 
And to their Owner's Summons Jlrait appear. 

As to the Age of Fifh, nothing certain can ^g^- 
be produced, except that they are not fo 

fhort- 
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fhort-lived as moft of the Antients imagined ; 
for Inftance, a Salmon is fix Years in growing^ 
before he is thought worthy of that Title iri 
Torkjbire^ notwithftahding that fome affifni^ 
that he comes to his full Growth in a Year : 
On the other Hand, it has been related, that 
longevity. 2L Carp will livc a hdndred Years, and is weft 
known to move vigoroufly fome Time after 
the Inteftines are taken out of his Body : As 
likewife the Eel maintains Life arid Motion 
for fome Houi^s after he is cut in Pieces : But 
I have mentioned fomewhat of this, in the 
Defcrlptlori I have given of the feveral Sorts of 
Fifh, fo fhall fay no more on this Head at 
iprefent. 

In the Summer, alf Fifh ufually lie' in the 
more (hallow Part of fhe River, fome in a 
ftrong and fwift, others in a gentle Stream, 
except Carp^ ^ench^ and Eel : But in Winter, 
all fly into the deep dill Places. 

All Fifli whatever, that fwim in clear Ri- 
vers, are Wholfomer, pleafanter, and far bet- 
ter tafted, than thofe of the fame fond that 
live iri Pits, Ponds, Meers, 6r ftanding Wa- 
ters. A Hog-back, and a little Head, either 
to Trouty Salmon^ or any other Fifh, are a 
Sign they are in Seafon. 

All Soft^ of Fifli that have Scales on their 
Bodies, conftantly fwim in Tr6ops and Cbm- 
panies, as the Roacb^ Dace^ Giidgeofiy &c. 

The Females of moft Fifh are hrger thaa 
the Males. 

Several Counties alter the Time, arid al- 
mofl the Manlier of Fifhes Breeding ; but tC- 
pecially the Time of their being iri Seafon j 

is 
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z:i in the River Wye^ in Monmoufhjhirei Sal- 
mon are in Seafon from Septembkr to April ; 
but in the 7'hames, Trent ^ and moft other Ri- 
vers, they are in Seafon almofl ail the fix hot 
Months. 

All Filh are of a cold and moift Tempe- 
rature ; but fome of the fame Species exceed 
others in Goodnefs, according to the Nature 
of the Water and Place wherein they live. 

Sea Fifh are Accounted better than thofe in ' 
frelh Water, as be;ng more favory^ and of a 
firmer Subftance, hotter and dry^r,' and not 
fovifcous, clammy, and flimy, as the frefh 
Water Fifli. Of Sea Fifh, thofe that have 
Scales, and firm Subftances, are beft, and 
luch as are inclofed in Shells, as the Gyfterj 
Lobfter^ and Crabs^ &c. Fifh that live in pure 
Water, toffed to and fro with Waves, ard 
better than thofe that live in calm and muddy 
Waters, that are little agitated ; and thofd 
that live near fandy, rpcky Shores, are better 
than where there is much Slime and Mud : 
But Fifh are generally the fattefl, though not 
the fweetefl, that are fed in muddy or weedy 
Rivers: From which faid laft Obfervations, 
it is evident, how preferable the Thames Fifh 
are to mofl other Rivers. But to conclude 
this SubjeA with an Obfervation on Fifh and 
Fifheries, in a more publick or general Senfe, 

Fi&H, confidered as Food, makes a confi- 
4erable Article in the Furniture of the Table ; 
and the Breeding, Feeding, and Catching, 
fcsfr. of them, make a peculiar Art of no fmali 
Moment in the Oeconomy ofa Gentleman's 
• Houfe and Gardens. 

FtSH 
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Fish, with Regard to Commerce, is diftitw. 
guifhed into Drjr, Pichledy Gfeen^ ^nd Red. 

Dry, or fait Fifli^ is that which is falted 
and dried, either by the Heat of the Sun, or 
by Fire : Such principally are the Cod^ Siock^, 
Fifo^ Herrings and Pikhard> 

Green Fiih, is that lately falted, and 
■which yet remains moift ; as green Cod^ &c. 

Pickled Fiflb,. is that boiled and fteeped 
irt a Pickle, made of Salt, Vinegar, ^c. as 
Salmon^ Cod, Herringy Mackrely Pilchard^ An^ 
chovyj and Oyfiers. 

Red Filh, is fome frelh Filh broiled on the 
Gridiron, then fried in Oil of Olives, and 
barrelled up with a proper Liquor, as new 
Olive-Oil, Vinegar, Pepper, Salt, Cloves, 
Laurel-Leaves, and other Herbs. The beft 
Filh thus prepared, are Sturgeon and Tutmy. 

Fisheries denote the-'Commerce of Fifliy 
more cfpecially the Catching them for Salc- 
The Fifhery makes a principle Branch of the 
Britijh Commerce j a great C^jantity of Vef- 
fels, and Seamen, are employed therein ; and 
bcfides what is fpent at Home, abdve 2000Q0A 
iJ/^/iVjif i& yearly rieturned; mcerly for /forwsgr 
and Cod^ exported to Sfain^ hafy^ fevcrai 
Parts of the Mediterranean, and the Iflands of 
the Jrcbipelaga. Yet are our Countrymen re- 
proached, and with a good deal of Juftice^ 
for their Remiflhefs in this Branch of Trade. 
The advantageous Situation of our Coafis, 
might be of immenfe Beniefit to us, did we 
^ not let our Neighbours ov^r-reach us therein. 
Xhe Dutch, French, Hamburghersy &c. come 
yearly in huge Sholes, artd not only take the 

Fifh 



tiQi from our own Doors, but fell them to 
w for our Money ivhen they have 4oa^i 

SCOTLJND fuffers incredibly oh this 
Score : No Country in Europe dan pretend to 
rival it in the Abundance of the fineft Fifh^ 
wherewith its numerous Harbours, Loughs^ 
Riversj &*c. are ftored. In the River D^f, it! 
is faidj a 1 70 Head of ^atmon is not very ex- 
traordinary for a fjngle Pr^ught of a Net ; 
and the pickled Salmon lent hence, is- allowed 
to be the beft in Europif : . The ^cgtpfi Iflands, 
efpecially thofe on the weftern Side, do cer- 
t^nly lie moft comtfiodioufly for carryihg on 
ihe Fifhipg Trade to Perfection. Kiog Ckarkx 
the Firft began the Experiment, m Conjunc- 
tion with a Comp?my of Merchftftts ; but 
the Civil Wars (ogtx fet it afide. King Charles 
the Second made a like Attempt, but having 
prefling Occafion for Money, he was p^rfuad- 
ed to withdraw what he had employed in th« 
Fiftieryj with which the Merchants, joined 
ivith hiqi, were fo much difpleafed, thatihey 
did the like- 

SijjTCE the Union j feveral Efforts have been 
tnade to retrieve it 5 ^nd there is now a Cor- 
poration fettled on' that Footing,. caJled the 
Royai Britifh Ftjhery\ though now in a very 
languilhing Condition, and ready to fink. 

To conclude this Chapter^ and in .order for 
the more ready Information of 21II thofe who 
are inclined to look into the feveral Statutes 
relating to Fife, Fineries, and Fifhings, I 
ihall here fubjoin thofe A<5ts of Parliament 
whidh relate thereunto. 
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ACTS relating to Fi/h^ Fi/heries, and 
Ft/hing. 

* * • 

sr Arur E s. 

THitteenth Edw. L Cap. xlvii. Salmon^ &ck 
in Defence. 

31 Edw. III. Sut. ii. Cap. i. Herrings {old 
kt Sea. 

31 Edw. III. Stat. ii. Cap. ii. Herrings^ Tar^ 
mcutbj &c. ' ' 

\. , 31 Edw. IIL Stat. ii. Cap. iii. Stock-Fi/h of 
St. Botolpby Salmon of Berwicky Fifh and 
Wines of Brijiuity &c. 

31 Edw. III. Stat. iii. Cap. i. Fifhcry of 
Blackene^y and the Coafts of Satterly^ fVtnfon^ 
&c. in the Gounty«of 

31 Edw. IIL Stat. iii. Cap. ii. Fair at Blake- 
ney. Loby Ling^ Cod^ Orgies^ Selling, fcfr. 
Their Nets, i^c. Norfolk. 

35 Edw. III. About Buying and Selling 
Herrings. Tarmouth. 

4 Rich. IL' Filhmongors Trade laid open. 
^eryi If now in Force. 

6 i^/V)&. II. Cap X. Filh and Viftuals to be 
fold by Aliens in London^ enforced by i Hen. 
IV. Cap. xvii. 14 Hen. VI. Cap. vi. ^ery^ 
If not fince repealed. 

y Rich. II. Cap. xi. Fifliers, Vintacfs, • and 
Viftuallers, coming to London^ to be in the Rulc- 
of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen^ 31 Edw. 
HI. Stat. i. Cap. jg. 

JV. B. Repeals the Statutes of 5 Rich. II. 
Cap. iv. and 6 R, II. Cap, xi. and xii. touch- 
ing Viftuallers of Londm. 

I ^ Rich* 
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1 3 Hichard II. Czp.xix. Confirms Stat. 13 
Edw, I. Cap. xlvii. and appoints Confcrvators 
of iti &c. 

I J Rich. li. Cap: be. All Jliftices of Peace 
to be Conferirators of 1 3 Edw. I. Cap. xlvii. 
arid 1 3 JR. II. Cap. xix* who are to appoint 
Sub-Confervators under them, £s?r. 

2 Hen. .VI. Cap. xv» Penalty on faftening 
Trinck^ or other Nc<s;\ over the Thames, or 
other River^. Trinckers may fiftx lawfully. 

14 Hen. VI. Cap. vi. Penalty on difturbihg 
Aliens fel&ig their Fifh. 

2^, Ed'W. ly. Cap. Jii Salmon Veflels. SaU 
nion. fdld^ packed. Grill packed. Herrings 
packed, fold in Barrels, Qc. Eels barrelled, 
&ff. Lcngthj &fr. Of barrelled ^Bi(h. Grills, 
Thtrkes^ &c. Tale-Fifhj their Length, &fr. 

1 1 Hen. VII. Cap. xxiii. What Fees Gau- 
gers. Packers, and Searchers of barrelled 
Salmon^ Herrings^ Eels4 &cc. are entitled to, 
with Penalty on their offending, &c. . 

31 Hen. VIII. Cap- ii* Seft. 2. Penahy dn 
fiQung in Ponds, &?c. a^irift the Will of the 
Owner. See 5 £/fe. Cap. xxL 

2 and 3 Edw. VI. Cap. vi. Seft. 3. Penal- 
ty on Admirals taking Money,- Dolesj 6fr. of 
Fifhermen or Merchants, for Liccnfe to pais 
to Voyages for Fifh, ^c. 

I Eliz. Cap. xvii. A general Provifion for 
preferving of the Spawn,- Brood, ahd Fry of 
Fifh. Made perpetual by 2 Car. H. Cap. iv. 

5 Eliz. Cap. V. No Toll for Sea Fifh, ex- 
cept on Kingjion upon Hull. Penalty on Herring 
or Sea Fifh, &ff. not well faked, packed, ^e. 
Cod and lAng to be imported loofe^ and not 
in Barrels, 

Si B ^^i^* 
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5 Elix. Cap. xxi. Penalty on Hfliing in 
Ponds, tSc* againft Oi;mer's Confent 

39 Eliz. Cap. x. Exporting of Herrings 
bought in this Realm. Cuftoms to te paid by 
jiliens for felled Fifh and Herrings. Penalty 
on importing or falting bad fait Filh or Her- 
ring: Sec 45 Eliz, Cap. ix. 

I Ja. I. Cap. xxiii. Se6t. 2. Relates to the 
taking of Herring, Pilchard, and other Sea 
Filh in the Counties of Samerfei^ Devon, and 
ComwalL 

3 Ja. I. Cap. xii. No Wears along the' Sea 
Coaft, 6?r. Penalty on Killing, 6ff. Of the 
Brood, £sf^•. Of Sea Fifh, Affize, 6?r. Of 
Sea Nets. 

13 and 14 Car. II. Cap. ii. Seft. 36- Re- 
lates to Exportation of Filh into any Ports of 
the Mediterranean. 

13 and 14 Car. II. Cap. xxviii. Penalty on 
Fiftung from June to November in the high 
Sea, or any Bay, Port, (^c. of Cornwall or 
Devof^ with any Drift, fsf^. Net, nearer than 
n League and half to the Shore, &c. £ffr. 

15 Car. II. Cap, vii. Seft. 16, 17. No 
frefli jfi&rr/»f , firefli Cod, or Haddock, Cole 
Fifliy or GnU Fifh, from the iVir/A Sea Iflano, 
and Wefimdry Fifheries, fhall be imported. 
Penalty Ship and Fifh. Salted or dried Cod, 
Cole Filhy Lyng, White Herrings, Haddocks, 
and Grill Filh, imported in fOreign-built Ships, 
CO pay Cuftom. 

15 Car. II. Cap. xvi. How White or Red 
Herrings of Englijh Catching, are to be pack- 
ed, felted, dried. B^\S^ oi Tarmoutb, 6cc. 
to appoint Packers. IJkndy Wefimony, New- 
foundland* 

\% Car. 
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iS Car.U. Cap. ii. No Lyng^ Herrings &c. 
to be imported by Foreigners* 22 and 23 Gar. 
II. Cap. xxr. / 

30 Cn". II. Cap. ix. . A general Provifion 
for prcferving the Spawn, .Brpod, and Fry of 
Fifh in the River Severn^ 

32 Car. II. Cap. ii. Seft. 7. Siock-fijb and 
live Eds may be imported. 

4 and 5 IV. aiid Af. Ca^. xxiii. Relates to 
private Fifheries, 6?r, t^c. , 

10 and x\W. III. Cap. xxiv. Concerning 
Billingfgate Market, Duties, Gff. Aflize of 
Zifl^rj brought on Shore and fold. . No Fi(h 
(except Stoek-fijb and live Eeh). to bo imported 
or fold by Foreigners. Importatbn of An* 
ch(yvies^ Siurgecn^ Biftargo^ and Gavear^ alfo 
excepted. 

10 fF. III. Cap. xxv. Relates to the Fifti- 
eries oi Newfoundland^ and the Iflands adjoin^ 
ing, with the Regulations thereof. 

4 Anne^ Cap. xv. Fifhery of the River 
Slower in EJfex and Suffolk. 

4 and 5 yf»/itf. Cap, xxi. Confervation^ &?r. 
of the Fiihers of the Rivers, Creeks, 6fr. in 
the Counties of ^utbampton^ and the fouthern 
Parts of Wiltjhire. Seafons. Affize of Nets, 

9 Anne^ Cap. xxvi. River Thames. See p. 

I Geo. I. Cap. xviii. No Herrings Cod, Pil-* 
cbardy Salmon, Ling, frelh or falted, dried or 
bloated: Nor Grill, Mackrell, IVbiting, Had^ 
dock. Sprat, CoaUfiJh, Gull-fijh, Conger, nor 
, any Sort of flat Filh, or frelh Filh, to be im- 
ported or fold in England. That taken by 
i^ Foreigner, or out of any Strangers Bot- 
•' S3 torn. 
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t©m, except ;Prpteftant Inhabitants. EeK 
Siock'fijh^ Anchovies^ Sturgeon. B/ftat^Oj or 
Cavear^ excepted. Affize of Drag-Nets ufed 
at Sea, (^c. Affize of furbot^ Brilly Pearly 
Codlin, WbiUngy bajs. Mullet,. Sole,' Plaice^ 
Dab, and Flounders, brought to Shore, fold, 
or exchanged, with Penalty. Lobfters and 
^urbjits may be imported by Foreigners. Afr 
' fize of Salmaa brought to London, &c. &c. 
River Severn, Dee, Sic. 

2 Geo. 11. Cap. xix. Concerning the Rochef- 
ter Fiftiery. 

9 Geo. II. Cap. xxxiii. Confirming ift 
Claufe of I Geo. 1. Cap.* xviii. about Imporr 
tation QiStock-fiJb by Foreigners. Britijh Ships 
trading to xh& Mediterranean Sea, &ff. Lob- 
fters, when in Defence on the Co^Aoi Scotland^ 
&c. &c. 
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As the Navigation of this noble River is 

fo very extenfive and ufeful, as that 

. we can thereby fo readily conveigh any 

• Goods, or other Matters, to fo many 
different, nay diftant Counties^ of this 
Kingdpm i I cannot forbear here an* 

• ^ftcxing an Account of the feveral Keys^ 
. Wharf Sy and other Places of this City 

; vxA'Suburbsy adjoining to the Thames % 
^ frdm whence, when, and to what par^* 
ticukr CountieSy TownSy and Villages^ 
r all, or znyGoodSy or other Commoditier^ 
"' may be fcnt, or Pajfengers conveyed 

► • to. 

Whereby the Reader may the mpre cvi-' 
: ijently fee the Convenience and Import 
tancei^ which the Navigation of this glo- 
rious River is of, as well to the Pubtick^ 

• as to Particulars j to whom, it may not 
be unacceptable, efpecially to thofe who 
live adjacent to, or may have any 

\ Concern with, or in the Navigation of 

this River, t6 know the more readily, 

^ whcrc^ when, and how to fend, or go, 

84 to 
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to, from, and by the ftvcral Keys^ 
Wharfs, ^ts, &c. 

yTATER- Carriage on the Thaijies, frm 
London, to the fev^ral Cities^ Towns^ Sep, 
in the following Cgunties. 

BERKSHIRE* To Abinion^ Ne^ery, 
zxidiRea4ing\ tomtht Bull hy Brookes 
Wharf) ^embithf^ every Week. 
Buckinghamshire. To Windfor '^ from 

^eenbitbey Tuefdays and Fridays. 
Cambridgeshire. By/F^^A-Hpys} fe>n| 

Billingfgate'JPock. 
Cheshire. From Sfr^arfs-Key. 
Cornwall. To ^rura^ Falmouth^ and Plslces 

adjacent \ from Frejb-Whearf% next to Lon- 

don-Bridge^ or froip Bridgehoufe^ South-- 

wark. 
pEvoNSHiRF.* Ffom Friflo-Wb^rfy next to 

Lond^nrBrU^iy or fronj Bridgel^e^ South-' 

wark. 
poRSETSHiRE. From Bridgeboufey Souths 

wark. \- 
DiTRHAM. By Sunderland and Nexocaftle-Carr' 

riers, at I)aJh's-PFbarfy Southward oiFiJh^ 

mongerS'iialL 
lEssEx. By Bf rrwV* Hoy$ ; ixtxoiHaftfiiOff^^ 
- Brewhoufe, the lower End of Eafi-Smith-- 

jieldy Mondays and "Tburfdays. 
Colcbejier Hoy*; frOm ft^tggin's-Key. 
fFoodbridge and Maiden ^ from JViggin^-Key. 
f.ee Hoy; fronj St. Cafberine^s-Doci^ every 

Friday, 
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Kent. Canterbury^ Sandwicb^ Feverflyam and 

Mkon Hoys.; from Bear-Ky^ or Bridge- 

bouft^ in Soutbwark^ 'every Week. 
Peal-Hookers \ from BeafrKey^ every Week. 
Maidftone Hoys; from Battle-bridge^ every , 

Week. 
^eenboraugb -, from Bear-K^^ every Week, 
Grave/end Boats, and Tilt-Boats ; from £//- 

lingfgate^ every Day except Sundays. 
Leicestershire. From RalpV^-Key. 
Middlesex. Stain* %-Bargei from ^men^ 

bitbCy ^uefdays and Fridays^ 
Sbepperton^ Sundbury^ and Hampton -Town 

Boats (and Places adjacent) Xuefda^s^ Tburf- 

daysy and Saturdays^ in Summer, Tuefdays 

and Friday Sy in Winter. 
Norfolk. From Dice-Key^ by Billingfgate. 
Northumberland. From I>ajb* ^-Wbarf^ 

Southward of FiJhmongerS'ball 
NoTiNGHAMSHiRE. From RalpFs-Key. 
Oxfordshire. Froin Brofik's^fFbarfy by 

^eenkitbe. 
SoMMERs^TspiRE. From Battle-bridgej 

Sotttbwark. 
Suffolk. ¥rom Dice-Key^ by Billing/gate. 
;$urrt. Cbertfed and JVeybriJ^e Barges ; from 

^eenbitbe^ Tuefdays and Tburfdays. 
JValton-BoztB ^ from ^enbitffe ztki Hunger^ 

ford St^rs, Tuefdaysy Tburfdays^ and 54/«r- 

^^jj, in the Summer, and Tuefdays and ir/r 

liajij in the Winter. 
Guilford Luggage-Boats ; from ^eenkitbe^ 

and other "Places. 
YoRRSHiRE. Tork directly from Smart* s-Keys 

Xork^ ffullj Leeds^ &c. fron> the Cuftm-^ 

^c^JierKeyy and Ralph* s-Key^ 
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K«rs, Wharfs, and Docks^ adjoining 
to the Thames, London. 

Keys, arc fuqh Places, where Ships, 
Hoys, Lighters, Barges, or Boats, do 
generally lade, or unkde their Freight, 
the chief of which are, 

Billingsgate-Key, between lit- 
tle Sommer*S'K0yj and Smart* s-Key. 
Brewer* ^"Key^ the moll Eaftcrly Key, next 

the Tower. 
Cbefier-Keyy the very next Key Weftwards of 

Brewer*S'Key. 
Cox*s-K^^ the firfl: Key Eaftward from Lon- 

don-Bridge^ and fituated between Frejb- 

IVbarf, and Botolph-JVharf. 
Cuftomhoufe-Key^ between Great Bear-Key^ and 

Porter^s-Key. 
Galley- Key J between CJbeJler-Key^ and H^eol- 

Key. 
Great Bear-Key^ between the Cufiomboufe-Key^ 

and Uttle Bear-Key. 
'Great Dice-Key^ the fecpnd Key Eaftward from 

Billing fgate-Key. 
Uttle Dice-Key^ the third Key Eaftward from 

Billing/gate-Key. 
Little Bear-K^yy hetween Wiggin^-Kr^j and 

Great Bear-Key. 
Uttle Sommefh JC?y,: between Billing/gate Eafti 

and Sommer^s-Key Weft. 
Porter' g-Kr^, between the Cufiomboufe-Keyy 
, ' and VKod'Key. 

\ • V . RaIpV%^ 



O/WaterXarriage,.^^: 16; 

Ralph^s-Key^ the fourth Key Ealtward from 

BiUingfgate. ^ . -. , 

Smart' S'Key^ the firft Key Eaftward from Bil- 

iingfgate. 
Spmmerh-Kiyy the next If ey Weftward of 5i7- 

lingfgate. 
JViggin*%'Key^ between Raipb^s-Key^ and Little 

Bear-'Key. 
JVool-K^j bstwen Pcrter^s-Kevj and Galley^ 

K^^ / . • • • • 

Wharfs arc fuch Places, wherp Gpocis 
and Merchants Wares^ &c. are friequentf 
ly landed, and from whence they are 
Ihippcd offs the principal of which 
arc, 

BELL-Wharf, leading to upper Sbad- 
well. 
Bull-Wharfs near the wefterlyEnd cffTV^^ 

ley-Street:^ Soutbwark. 
B^tolpb-Wbarfy between Cox^s-Key, and Som^ 

mer'S'K^. 
Brdken-fFbarfj next tQ L&ndon-Bridge Weftr* 

ward. 
PrefthWharfy next to London-Bridge^ Eaft- 
ward* ^ 
Bellinger' %-Wbarfy near to Bull-fTharf, by TV?-- 
ley-Street. 
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pocKS are fmall Harbours cut iato the 
Land, and are ufeful ibr the conveni- 
ent Lying of Veffcls, Hoys, Lighters, 
Barges, Boats, &c. the principal of 
which are as follows^ viz. 

BILLINSGATE-DocK, a Places of 
great Refort and Trade, and where 

Ships, of confiderablc Burthen may harbour. 
Dowgate-Dock^ m Thames-Street j Southward 

from Dowgdte-bilL 
Executicn-Dockj between H^ap>fdng-new'S^airSj 

and Kin^ Edward's Stairs. So called, be- 

caufc it IS the only Pluce, where Pirates 

and Sea-Robbers, are executed. 
flermitage-Hock^ at Hermtage-bridgej hyJVap- 

ping. 
St. Catherine^ ^-Dock^ Eaftward from the 5W^. 
Umebou/e-Docky at Um^-ioufe^ beyond Rat- 

diff'Crofs. 
Puddk'Ikcky at the Weft End of Thames^ 

Street. 
^eenbitbe-Ihck^ tl ^enlntke^ in Thames^ 

Street. A Place where much ground Corn, 

or McaU £ifc. frotn the Weft-Country, is 
. landed, t?r. 
Ratclif'Ihcky near BrvAd-Sfreet in RatcUff. 
Says-Dock^ at Bear-Key. 
Saviour^ S'Dock^ near St. ^'tf'y/V^'s-Church, 
' Soutbwark, 
ga^ory^s-Docky between Eaft-Stairs and JViw^ 

Stairsy near Sbad-TbameSy on the South 

Side, the 'River. 
ff^tiand-Dock^ adjoining to IVbite-ball 
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Tower-Bock^ at the Eaft End of Thames-Street. ^ 
JVapping'Dockj near to, and Eaftwards from 

Execution-Dock. 
fFintefriars-Docky at the lower End di Water- 

Lane^ in Fleet-Street. 

N. B. For the further Information of the par- 
ticular Rates of JVater-Carriage^ hy 
Tilt-boats^ WherrieSy OarSj or Scullars^ 
flying on the Thames. See Page 155, 
to 157. 
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ABingdoa,. Water-Car- 
riage, to 26^ 

Afts of Parliament 
— concerning the Jurif- 
didtion of the City of 
London over the River of 
Thames, CsV. 103. Fix. 
Stat. Weft.,2. p. 103. 
7R. II. C. II. p. 

12R. II. c. 13. p. 
13 R. II. c. 19. p. 
1 7 R. II. c. 9. p, 
2 H. VI: c, 15. p. 
4 H. VII. c. 6. p. 
^H'VII.c. 15. p. 
11H.VII.C.15.P. 
27 H. VIII. c. 1 8. 
107. — I Efe. c, 17. 



104. 
104. 

105. 
105. 
106. 
106. 
. 106. 
107. 
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1 II. — 9 Anne, c. 26. p. 
113. 

- — - concerning Fifh and 
Fiflieries 2^8 

— concerning the Rule 
and Govertiment of the 
WateAien, and Lighter* 
men's Company 14$ 

A6t of Common-Council of 
London 163 

Accounts of SeSirches in the 
River of Thames in the 
Chimiberlain'^ Office 127 



Page 
Abuts in the Thames. . See 

Annoyances. 
Admiral's (Lord High) Dif- 

putes with the City about 

the Jurlfdidion and Con- 

; fervacy of the Thames 

^58, 120 

SecaXCo continual Claims. 
Age (the) ofFifli * 2C| 
Air- Bladder, in Fifh, .the 

Ufe of it * ' 250 

— • Proportion' ani Er- 

periment of the 251 

Aits. See Eyghts. 
.Alderman, a reiiiafkable 

Saying of one, concern- 

tlie Thames it 

Aliens, felling of fifh 25S 
Allowance in Eyre , 97 
Amerciaments of Courts oT 

Confervacy granted the 

City i03, H2, 115 

• See alfo Fines and Fees. ' 
Anchors, not to have Nets 

fixed to, athwart the 

* Channel of the River 87 
See alfo Drifts. 

Anchovy (the) defcribeJ 

236 

V— - how to be chofen, 

Anne 
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Aiine(Q:,)Siiit. 9t]iYetr, 

c. a6. ti3 

Annoyances in the Thames 
16, 67, 80, ro9> no, 
121, 122, 124, 125 
^if Orders. 

Afprendces Of FUherHien^ 
how bound. Sit BaihfF- 
. Water. 

Archbifliop of Canterboiy^s 

' Dilute with the City a- 
bout the Juriididbon of 
the Thames ^g 

Affiftants (die Court of) 
of the Fifiicmien*s Com- 
pany 

•—— how empowered to 
make By-Laws ti6 

Kb——, which are to be ap- 
provecL altered, &c. by 
the Court of Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen /^. 

* , ihall nomln»te fix 

Wardens^ of whom the 
Water-BaiGfF always to 
be one 117 

Seg alio their Charters. 

«— --, who are to be chofe 
by the Court of Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen 1^. 

ASfiaati of the Watermen^s 
Company 

-•— i», to be chofen^ 6*f . 
by the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen 148 

Authority of the Lord 

Mayer of London, on 

the River Thames. 

See Mayor, Thames, 

Jurifdiaion, Confer va- 

cy and Orders. 

Ax (River) remaritable ftfr 
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BaOiff 

Lord Mayor, Bailiff of the 
Thames 60, 101 

Bailiff- Water 

«— , inffituted Sub-Con- 
^ ftrtator of the Thames 

S/^aUb 71, 74, 78, 81, 
120 

-^ — executes tiie Power 
lodged in the Lord May- 
or 59» 101, 105, ii9^ 
120 

SeiMf 74, 78, 81 
— ^— to fearch foi", and ex- 
amine Fiihennens Boat$, 
Nets, GTr. 84, 89, icj, 
ti8, 120, 127 
>■ r i - I to appoilit Deputies 
84, 89, 132 

their Duty 84, 89 

not to be refifted,* 

(S^c, 71, 90, 119, 120 

— to grant Licences for 

FiAing in the Thames 

^3» 74f 7S* 76. 77. 78,^ 
79, St, 85, «8, 89, 

— — to appoint prefer Sea- 
ions for Fiihing 88, 
I3« 
^ — .— to bind Fiftiermens 
Apprentices, andi make 
free ' Fiftermen of the 
Thames 69, 82, 152 

— > Fifhermeos Compa- 
ny, to pay him 30/. per 
Jnn, in Lieu of antient 
Fees 1 14 

- — , to be one of their 
IWardena n/ 

^kiCff: 
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Page 

Bailiff- Water, alwayj to af- 

itft and' advife at their 

Meetings 130^ 135» 140, 

»45 

* ■■ to fecure. Drifts^ &fr. 

on the Thames 67, 138, 

H3 
^— ', Fifhermen command- 
ed to obey him 1 28 
*-— to have half of Fines 
106 
Back-bone of a Fifty its 

Baits prohibited 64 

JBallaft-Men annoying the 

Thames^ how to be pa- 

nifhed ;^. 

Banding (Fifliing) Manner, 
fcfr.ofit 87 

Barbel (the) deTcribed 188 

■ ■■ ■, its medicinal Quali- 
ties 189 

«— , its Seafon, Size^ and 
8pwning-Time iL 

— , its Amze to be caught 
at 62^ III 

' ■■ y its Spawn anwhol- 
ibme ' 189 

*— -, Statutesrelating there- 
to 189 

Barbott ( the ) defcribed, 
(^Ci 199 

— •, its Roe unwholr 
fome iL 

*— — Liver, thebeft Part 
of him it. 

Barges 

— not more than two to 
be fattened a-breail in the 
Thames 70 

•— Weil-Country, their 
Numbers, Burthen, and 
Charge of Navigating 

**--—, their Irrcgularil^cs in 



Page 

Navigating, fcfr. with 

the Caufe and Remedy i c 

Barkin, Creek and Town of 

Shelf (a Reach) 9 

Barnes, and Barn Elms 3^ 
Reach 16 
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Barrock-Nets, at Crooks 63 
Barfe. (the) ^r^Pearch. 
Bafs (the) or Mullet, def- 

cribed ait 

— , its Size, Charafte?, 

and Statutes 2i» 

, Sea-Bafs the beft iSt. 

Batterfea Town 38 

■ — ^•*— • Reach 10 

Battle-bridge, Water-Car- 
' rilge from 265 

Bear-Keys, great and little 
266 
Beating the Bu(h (Fi(hing) 

forbid, unlefs with a three 

Inch Net 86 

Bell-Wharf 237 

Berd-Nets 63 

Berkflure, Water- Carriage 

Bib (the) or Blind fiOi 231 
Billing{ly*8 (Sir Henry) Care 

of the City's. Jurifdidiito 

of the Thames {g 

Billingfgate Fifh - Market 

116 

Key 266 

• ■ , ■• t>ock a68 

Bladcwall (Village) 43 

n Reach 9 

Bladder (Air) of a Fifh 250 
-,it8 Ufe, IsFc. See Air- 

fiSadder: 
Bleak (the) Fiib, deTcribed 
203 
*-——, its Size, Seafon, and 

Charafter /^. 
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Bleak(Sea) ' 203- 

Bley(orBlee) Nets 63, 66 

Blind (the) Lamprey de- 

•fcribed 196 

Blyth-Sands 52 

Boats of FifherJnen to be 

marked . 88. 117 

*— — to be fearched by the 

Watpr-BailifF, and his 

Deputies 84, 89 

a-drift. See Drifts.. 

Boatmen. Sue Watermen. 

Sonner (Alexander) Sub- 

Confervator, ill ufed by 

Fiftiermen. They were 

* puniftied for it 118 

•Botargo, of what made 213 

Botolph-Wharf 267 

Bow- River 55 

— , Lord Mayor's Autho- 

. rity therein io6, 107 

iraint-River, a Parcel of the 

River Thames 1 22 

Branch (Sir John) his Caj:e 

of the River Thames 60 

Bream (the Fifh) or broad 

Carp, defcrib^i Spawn- 

ing-tirae, iS^c. 190 

Bream (Sea) defcribed 191 

Breaches, Lord Mayor's 

Authority therein 107 

Brentford (old and new ) 

Town 36 

*-^ — Aits, and Gull 29 

River 54 

Bret, or Turbot. ^S^^Tur- 

bot. 
Brewer's Key 
Bridges on 

Thai^ics 
Bridge-Houfe, 
riage from 
Brill (the) or 

Pearl. 
Broad Carp, Set Breaxn; 



the 



266 
River 

160 
Water- Car- 

264 
Pearl. See 



Pag< 
Brook's Wharf, Water-Car- 
riage from 264 
Broo^ Fry, and Spawn of 

Fifh' 
.— not to be defiroyed 
80, 82, 105, lu, 113, 

See alfo Orders, ^c. 
Broken Wharf 267 

Buckinghamfliirc -Water- 
Carriage 264 

Bugby's Hole (a Reach) 9 
Bull Wharf ' 267 

BuU-Ruihes, in the Thames^ 
not to be cut ; the Rea- 
fon 66 

Bullhead (the Fifh) def- 
cribed 205 
-— , its Scafon, Spawningt 

— , Affize of Nets for r i z 
Bunting (the FUh) defcribed 

-■ 237 
C. 

Cables. See Drifts. 

Canterbury Wat^ - Carri* 
age 265 

Canve)r, or Candy Ifle 5? 

Gambridgefhire Water. Car- 
riage 264 

Capelan (the Fifh) See Mol- 
lo. 

Carp (the) defcribed 1 84 

-— — , its Spawnings &c> 
185 

— , by whom brought in* 
to England 186 

, medicinal Qualities 

— — , their vaft Number of 
Eggs 248 

. , how to be chofen 1 87 

Carp, Cavear made of 'its 
Spawn '"^6 

Carp, 
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Page 
fcarp, their Tongues good 

Meat • 1 86 

Carp (Broad) See Bream. 
Carlhelton Rivef 55 

Carrion, Rubbifli, 6ff. 
— — not to be thrown into 

the Thames 62, 67, 80, 

84; 104, 107, 108, 
124 
Cafting-Nets forbid 63, 67 
Catheririe's (St.) 40 . 

Catherine's (St.) Dock 268 
Carear 186, 21 1 

Charters, proving the City's 

Jurifdidtion^ by 
«■ — , Richard I. 98 

-^ , John /^. 

a ^enry III. 99 

— -, Edward IJT. 100 

, Richard II. tb. 

— , James L loi 

, Charles I. 103 

, Charles II. /^. 

•— , aii confirmed' by 

^ Aa of Parliament ih. 
— • — ^ See Mag. Charta. 
, (the Fifhermens) a 

Preamble on 130 

— — — ^— Dy 

King James II, 138 

Charles (King) the Second's 
Quo Warranto, brought 
againft the City 1 63 
Ch^ham, Dock, i!fc. 54 
Chates (the Filh) Affize to 
be taken of 77 

Chelfea Town; and Col- 
lege 38 

Reach io 

Cheftiire, Water - Carriage 

264 

Chefter Key ?66 

Chertfey Towi^ 32 
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King Charles I. 



Carnage 
205 
Chifwick Village 36 

r- Ait 28 

Ckub (the) or Chevin, de- 
fer ibed . 192 

, Spawning, Size, and 

Seafdn V^. 
9 its Spawn good Eat- 
ing • /^. 
Circulation of BloodinPifh 
242 
Circumfpeftion in Fifh 247 
City of London's Mark* 
ftoneS, terminating its Ju- 
rifdi6Uon on the Thames 

Claim (continual) by the 
Cityj to the Jurifdidliori 
on the Thames 1 27 
Clement's (St.) Reach gi 
Cloathihg (the)ofFifh 24a 
Coal- Meetage confirmed to 
the City 1 20 
Coal-filh (the) defcribed 231; 
•— — , when taken, Charac- 
'ter. Statutes /^. 
Cockham-Wood Fort 54 
Cockle (the) defcribed, ^c^ 
239 
Cobham River 55 
Cod (the Fiih) or Keeling 
223 
— . — defcribed, and how 
to be chofen /^- 
, Charadler, and me- 
dicinal Qualities iB. 
*— — , Statutes relating to 
frerii and fait 224, 260 

j its chief Filhery 224 

two Sorts of Salt Cod 

Cod-Nets, when to be ufed 

63, 65 

Codlin, its AlTize, ^c. 262 

T 2 Coin 
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Coin River* 54 

Colchcfter Hoys, Water- 
Carriage by 264 
CominiilK>ns (Royal) for 
putting of Ads of Parlia- 
ment in Execution for 
preferving the Thames, 

Conger (the) or Sea Eel de- 

fcribed 1 97 

■ • , its Affize, Statutes iL 

Cbnfervator o/the Thames, 

Sei Mayor. 

— fliallfunimon OiFen- 
ders thereon to appear be- 
fore hiin 10; 

— Fine, and imprifon, 
on Convidlion, at his 
Difcretion 106 

Confervacy ( the ) of the 

Thames, belongs to the 

City 90,95, 102, 114, 

iiK, 119, 120, 125 

See alfo Mayor. 

*— its Courts of 94, 103, 

los, 11/, iiy, 11^, 

tz6, 129 

— omitted, and by whom 
revived 94 

—— , Mr. Common Seije- 
ant^s Speech in Relation 
thereto 95, fefr. 

Contefts and Controverfies 
about the City*s Jurifdic- 
tion and Confervacy of 
the Thames and Med* 
way 58, 59, 96, 97, 
.$6, ib. 103, iii?, 119, 
120, 127, to 129 

Continual Claim thereto, hy 
the City of London. See 
Claim. 

Gonftables of the Tower, 

; his Fees in Thames 



granted the City 98, 9^, 

100, 123 

■ indidell by feveral 

of the Wards for fetting 
' up Kiddels in the Thames 

' 9? 

Coulter-Net 64 

Courts of Confervacy 94, 

103, 112, 115, 1 18 

Courfe(the) of Thames, 

See Thames. 
Corre^on of Nets, the 
Lord Mayor to have, 

^^- 59. 97» 1 04. «cf. 
106, 118, 119, 125, 126 
Comey Reach 10 

Cornwall, Watcr-Carriage 
264 
Cox's Key 266 

Crab (the) Fifh defcribed 
237 
See alfo 244 

Craw-fifh (the) defcribed 23^ 
Creatures bred in the Wa- 
ter, are all at War with 
each other 247 

Creeks, Lord Mayor's Au- 
thority in 107 
Canning (the) of Fifli 2^3 
CuftomHoufe Key 266 

D. 
Dab (the) Fifli defcribed 

2f4 

— , how differs from th« 

Plaice, Charadler, Statute 

ih. 

Dace (the) Fllh defcribed, 

fzfr. 200 
, Size, Seafons, Cha- 

radlcr, £^f. 201 

■ ' ', its anticnt Affize to Be 

takeb 62 

See alfo ^are. 

^ DsggCTi* 
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Daggenham - Creek , and 

Breach 4; 

Dare (the) 191 

S^f aJfo Dace. 
Dartford- Creek, and Town 

46 
Dalh's Wharf, Water-Car- 

riage 264, 26c 

Decrees, the Citv'a Jurii- 

didlion proved oy 118 
Deptford, its Dock, ifc, 

41 
—- -, its River 55 

^eal-Hookers, Water-Car- 
riage by 261 
Deputies (Water-BailifTs) 
— , not to be molefled, or 
refilled 90, 118, 120 
Set alfo BailifF- Water. 
Defcription of the Thaioes. 

^^rTha^nes. 
Defcription of Fi(h 1 63 
Devices. Sef Engines. 
Devonliure, Water-Carri- 
age 264 

Diib-efles, how to be levied. 

Sei Ads of Parliament. 
Ditton (Thames) a Village 

33 
Docks 268 

Dowgate*Dock ii. 

Dog fifli (the) defcribed 23 c 

. , Ufc of its Skin //. 

Dogs (liie of) a remarkable 

Story of 43 

Doree (the) Fifh defcribed 

235 

Dorfettturc, Water-Carri- 

age 264 

Draw-Net 64, 65 

Dray-Net forbidden 63 
Drag-Net forbidden 63 , 

83 
prifo ftilablcbythcWa. 
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Page 
ter-Baih'ff 67,91, >37» 

H3 
Draggermen (orTrimtram- 
men) their Rules, iffc, of 
Filhing 77 

— — to take out their Li- 
cences from the Water- 
BailiiF 78 

Draymen (Fifhermen) 63 
Ducy's (Sir Robert) Orders 
for the Prefervation of 
the Thames, isfc, 64 
Dung. Set Carrion, 
Dung- Boats 151, 167 

Durham Water - Carriage 
264 
Dice-Keys, great and little 
266 
E. 
Edward I. (King) Statute, 
Weft. 2d 103 

Edward II. 97 

Edward III. (King) his 
Charter too 

Seep, I2T, 122, 123 
Edward IV. (King) cancels 
his Patent granted his 
Brother, on the City's 
proving their Jurifdiflion 
on the Thames 1 19 
See alfo ?• iz? 

Edward VI. (King) 12^ 

/^./*; . 
Elizabeth (Queen) her Sta* 
tute for preferving the 
Brood, Fry^ {s^r. in 
See alfo p. 120, 127^ 
128, 129, 130 
Eel (the) defcribed 193 
— — , its four different Sorts 
/^.: 
— — , its Seaibn, and mcdi-i 
cinal Qualities 194I 
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Eel, always in Seafon th. 

, Statutes relating to it 

•— -, Spawn, and Fry, to 
be preferved 1 1 1 

— , Affize of Nets 1 1 2 

Eel-Leaps, when and how 
to be laid 79» 1 1 3 

•N ■, Not without Water- 
Bailiff's Licence yq 

Eel-Spears forbid 65, 79, 
'Eel-Fout (the J defcribed 

>97 

-— , Spawning, Size, how 

chofen ' 198 

' ■ < its Roe unwholfome 

Eggs of Cod and Carp, the 

vaft Number of 248 

Element peculiar to Fi/h 

" 242 

Elvers 194, 197 

Encroachments 62, 70, 8 c 

1 Engines 104, ic6, 121, 

to 126 

— prohibited, unlefs 3 

Inch Meffli t'^ 

— ,. none to be ufed, 

whereby the Brood and 

Fry of f ifii may be de- 

ftroyed 10; 

Erith Town 46 

Efiiex Water-Carriage 264 

Efher River 55 

Eyghts, or Aits, what 28 

• , Number on Thames, 

and Defcription ih. 

— , fome Remarks on 3 1 
Execution- Dock 268 

F. 

Falmouth, Watcr-Carriage. 

to 264 

Fares, or Rates, ofWater- 

jiien 155 



. Page 

i— — , tobeaifizcdtheLord 
Mayor 14^ 

Fecundity, or Fertility of 
Fifh 243, 248 

Fees. See Fines. 

Fence-Months, not to fi(h 
in 63, S6i 80 

Ferry-Boats ( Gravefend, 
&V.) 152 

Feverfham Water- Carriage 
265 

Fflth. See Carrion. 

Fines granted tht City loi, 
103 

*—- — granted to the Wa- 
ter-Bailiff 106, '114 

Fins of Fifh, their V{c 249 

Fireflaw (the) Fifh defcribed 

Fifhgarths 60 

Fiftiery of the Thames de- 
fcribed j 1^ 

Fifheries (the Britilh) Ac- 
count of 256, 257 

Fifh and Fifheries, Ads a- 
bout 258 

Fifcale (the) Fifti defcribed, 

^— ^— , Size, Charafler, and 
Spawning ib. 

Fifh (Royal) 81 

of Thames, granted 

to the City 57 

"^ — » a general Defcription 
of 168, Cffc. 

Fifh, general Obfervatidn^ 
on, <vi^. their Element, 
p. 242. Cbathing, ib, 
and 243. Numbers, 243 » 
PafTage, 245. Wars, 
?46. Cunning, 253. 
Senfations, ib. Age, ih» 
Shape, Ufeof.the Tai^ 
Fins, Air-bladder, Gills, 



XN D E X. 



Page 
Jaws, Teeth, and Back- 
bone 24910253 

*— — , when unwhoUbme 22 

r- — , which Sort generally 
the bed 254 

— — , what are unlawful Af- 
fizes 62, 60, II, 113 

— fuch feizable by the 
Water-Bailift ^c. 89 

.— -, antient Aflize of 6z 

— , modern Affizc of n r 

?— — , not to be killed out 
pfSeafon 80, iii, 113 

^-*— , confidered in general 
as Food 255 

— — , in Regard to Com- 
merce 256 

Filh no Ailize of (antient) 
62 

Fifli, the fevecal Sorts bred 
and taken in the Thames, 
with fome few others 
brought and fold in Lon-. 
don, wz, Salmon, p. 63, 
i6g. Trout, 62, 63, 174. 
Graylin or Umber, 1 78. 
Pike, Jack, or Luce, 63, 
179. Pearch, 183. Carp, 
184, Tench, 63, 187. 
Barbel, 63, 188. Bream, 
190. Sea Bream, 191. 
Chub or Chevin, 192. 
Eel, 193. Lamprey or 
Lampern, 62, 63, 195* 
Lampern-Eel, 196. Con- 
ger or Sea-Eel, 197. Eel- 
Pout, ih. Roach, 02, 63, 
198. Barbot, 199. Rud 
or Fifcale, 200. Dace 
or Dare, 63, 200. Gud- 
geon, 202. PopeorRuflF, 
i^, Bleaky 203. Min- 
|ioiy pr Feme, 204. 
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Page 
Loach, 204. Bullhead 
or Miller'sThumb, 205, 
Sticklebag or Sharpling, 
205 
Flounder 62, 206. 

Smelt, 207. Shad, 208. 
Sturgeon, 210. Bafs, 
211. Mullet, 212. Plaice, 
213. Dab, 214. Sole 
215. Turbot or Bret,* 2 1 6. 
Pearl, Brill, or Lug-A- 
leaf, 217. Halybut, 
218. Skate or Flare, i6. 
Maid; 219. Thornback 
or Ray, 1^. Whiting, 
220. Whiting-Pout, 222. 
Whiting - Pollack, 222. 
Cod or Keeling, 223. 
Haddock, 225. Herring, 
226. Sprat or Sparling,^ 
228. Pilchard or Sar- 
din, 229. Anchovy, 230. 
Coal fiih or Rawlin-Pol- 
lack, 231. Hake, 232*' 
Ling, ih Mackrel, 233. 
Tunny or Spanifli Mack- 
rel, 234. Dog-iilh, or , 
picked Dog'hdtif 23^;. 
Doree, 1^. Weever, 236, 
Lobfter, ih. Crab, Craw- 
fifti, Prawn, Shrimp, 237. 
Bunting or red Shrimp, 
237. Scallop, 238. Oy- 
fter, Mufcle, Cockle, and 
Periwinkle, 238. Fire- 
flaw, 240. Yaulin, 227. 

Fiihings (Times of). See 
Orders, 

•— — , Lord Mayor, tfc . ta 
appoint 61, 126 

— — r, unlawful Times of 
63, 65, 69, 80, 8? 
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FiHiings not 
Flood 
nor 



Page 

in Time of 
64 
near London- 
_ge ez 

fiihermens Company 

I .would haVe invaded 

on the City's JurifdidUon 

131 to 134 

«- , their two Charters 

«34»' '38 
> their By Laws, good, 

? ' fubjedl to be approv- 
ed, altered, ^c. by the 
Cowt of Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen 116, 135, 
141, 144 

r- — 9 the Company revived 
116 

r— — to pay the Water- 
BailiiFao/. /^r ^w. in 
Lieu of fome qf his anti- 
cntFces 114 

r— — to be fubjea to the 

Lord Mayor 8^, 115, 

119. 128, 135, 136 

Fifjiermen 

: — ^— illegal Pra^ifes 

, Infults, faff, on 

rifdt6lion ^^ 

— -- greatly hurtful to the 
Fifhery 2^ 

*— - punilhable by the 
lord Mayor. See Pu- 
fiifhments. 

r~ commanded to obey 

. the Water-BailifT 128 

Fiihermfen to have their 

Names on their Boats 

^ ^^. 117 

: — -- not to fi/h, without 
rhe Water-BaihfF's iirft 
ficenfing them fo to do 



22 

Ju. 

24 



5/^ alfo Sir Robert Diicy' s 
Orders. ^ 

• to Regifter and Bind 

their Apprentices by Uie 
Water-BailifF 69, 81 

• to be enroled free 

Fifherjopen hy him 69, 
81 

to appear and r»i. 

flcr on St. Paul's Day 70 

^ f enalty on Refifting 

' him or his' Deputies 7 1 , 

90, 118, 120 

— — not to filh on Sundayt 

Fifliers, coming to London, 
to be ^mder die Rule of 
the Lord Mayor and Al- 
dermen 104 
Flare (the). 5^^ Skate. 
Plags in tie Thames not to 
qecut '66 
Fleet-River 55 
Flafhes (Water) of Thama 
162 
•Flounders, how to be filh- 
ed for 67, 60, 78 
^^# Orders. ^ 
~, Affize to be taken of 
,^2, 67, 69,' 207 
— ", their Defcription, 
Charader, Seafon, me- 
didnal Qualities,.andSta- 
• tutes, fcf^. 206, 207 
-^ — , both a fait and frefli 
Water Pi/h ih. 
See alfo p. 244 
Forcftalling Markets forbid 
T. ^. ' 80,. 144 
Forfeitures 1 , ^ 
See all Fines and Penal- 
ties, 
i'lowings of the Tides, ^^r^ 
lides. 
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l^'oot-Wears 63 

FrcQi Wharf 267 

FryofFiih. See Brood. 
Fulham Town and Bridge 

37 
tlake^ See Flounder. 

G. 
Galleons- Reach 9 

Galley-Key 266' 

Gardiners, may work their 
own Boats 149 

Garthmen 63 

Gills of Fifli, their Ufe 252 
GiUingham-Fort ^3 

Goofe Fleet at Bafhard for- 
bid 63 
Grants to the City, See 

Charters. 
— — , one granted by King 
Edward^ and afterwards 
cancelled by City, prov- 
ing tfaeir Right to the 
Thames 1 1 9 

Cravefend Town, defcribed 

47 
-, Water- Carriage 

r> ,'c* ^ .'55.157 
Gravel. ^^/ Carrion. 

Graylui, defcribed, fcfr. 

178 

— — , its Size, Seaibn« 

Spawning, Medipinal 

Qualities, and Charadter 

ib. 

Greenwich Town, Park, 

andHofpital 41 

« — Reach 9 

Greenhithe Town 46 

Greys Town, and Market 

. • 47 

.Grounds overflowed by the 

Thames, in the Lord 

Mayor's Jurifdidion 107 

f * under the Thames, 

granted the City 57 



to 



Page 

Gudgeon (the) defcribed* 

&r. 20s 

— ' ■■— — , its Chara6ler» 

fpawning Times, Seafon 

202 

, Aflizc of Nets for 



IIS 

Guildford, Water- Carriage 
26c 

Hacknev-River 5c 

Haddock (the) defcribed, 
and Stat. 22$ 

— — •-, its Charadler^ the 
fmall Sort often foki for 
large Whitings, the mid- 
dle Sort for Cod ib. 

Hake (the) defcribed 23? 

HalfNets - 76 

Halibut (the) defcribed, 
Siz^, Chicr^aer, ^r. 2 1 8 

Halfway-Houfe (Reach) 9 

Ham-Creek 45; 

Ham-Houfe (Lord Dy^ 
fcrt*s) 35 

Hampton Town, and Court 

— — .- Boat 26^ 

Aits 30 



Harwich - Hoys, Watcr- 
Carriage by 264 

Hatches. 5^^ Stops. 
Havens iii, 260 

Hearing of Fifli 255 

Heaving Nets 63 

Hen. HI, (King) Charter 

99 
Hen. III. (King) Statute, by 

Mag. Chart. 99. See al- 

fo 96 

Hen. lY. (King) 59- U?. 

124, 125 

Hen. V.(King) 125,127 

Hen. VI. (King) his Stat. 

106, 
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1 06. See alfa 



Page 

127 
Hen. VII. (King) his Sta- 
tutes -106, 107 
Hen. VIII. (King) his Sta- 
tutes 107, See alfo p. 
119, 127 
Hebber-men. 

■ Times and Manner 

of fifliing for Smelts 75 

for Whitings 76 • 

*— , Aflizc of their Nets 

79. 7^ 

, annually to take out 

their Licences, for Fifh- 

ing, from the Water-Bai- 

liff 7Sf 7^ 

Hermitage- Dock 268 

Herring (the) defcribed 226 

*— , its Spawning, Cha- 

rafter, iffc. 226 

• , their chief -Abode, 

Times of Fifhing for 
227 
— , She Sorts of, Spawn- 
ing, Se^on, Chara^er, 
227 

p , Medicinal Qualities, 

how to be chofen ib» 
,See^\(o 244, 245 

HJgh-Waier, a perpetual 
'1 able of 7 

Hope (the) 5 1 

Hooped" Net 66 

11 ounflow- River 54 

Hungerford, Water-Carri- 
age from 265 

Hull, Water- Carriage to 
265 
I. 
Jack (the) See Pike. 
. James I. (King) his Char- 
' ter 101, 6V^ alfo Page 

120, 127 



Page 
Jaws of Fifti, their Ufe 25a 
Jolles (Sir John) revived 
the Courts of Conferva- 
cies 94 

John (King) his Charter 98 
Jorden Coventry (Sheriff of 
London) imprifons Of- 
fenders on Thames, Cs'c. 

96 

Ilford -River 55 

Imprifonment 64, 6 5, -6 7, 
68, 8s, 90, 96, 104, 
1 06, 1 1 ^r 1 26. See^to 
Punifiiment and Offen- 
ders. 

Inquifitions, 118. See 
Courts of Confervacy. 

Jfn (the River) 4 

Ifleworth, or Thiftleworth 
Town 35 

— Ait 29 

Ifle of Dogs 43 

Iffue. See Breaches. 

Juries for Courts of Confer- 
vacy 1 26 

— , a Charge given them 

94 

Jurikiiftjon 

— , the City's, on the 
Thames, ^V. 57, 60. See 
alfo Thames. 

i , Antient and Honou- 
rable I, 59 

, Contefis thereon. See 

Contefts. 

JurifUifiion proved, in (Point 
of Right) g6 

— — By Prefcription ib. 
Allowance in Eyre 97, 
60. Antient Charter^ 
98,f5xV. Ads of Parlia- 
ment 103, fs'f. Inqui- 
fitions n 8. Decrees ik 
J-elters Patents 1 10. Pro- 
clamation 
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Page 
clamation ih. Reports 
of the King*s Councel 
120. Quo Warranto ik 
Recorcis in the Tower 
121, ^c, 

Jarifdi6b*on ia{ Point of U- 
fage,) Jfy, 1 26 

■ ■ ■ anticnt Ordinances 
126 

— Punifhmcrit of Of- 
fenders i^. 

Writs and Precepts 126. 
Accounts 127^ Com- 
miffions ih. Continual 
. Claim iB, See alfo Fifher- 
mens two Charters 1 34-, 
to 1 4 5 . Alfo A€t% rela- 
ting to Wsttermen 145 

—, Extent of it 102 

Juftices of Peace have no 
Authority, within the 
City's Jurifdidtion and 
Liberties 114 

Kent, Water-Carriage to 

265 

Keeper of the Towers Fees 

on Thames granted the 

City ^ 98 

Kepper-Salmon iii, 122 

• , Meaning of the Wqrd 

172 
JCeeling (the) Fifh. See 

Cod. 
Kettle- Fifti, Affize of 69 
Kew- Green 35 

Keys (or landing Places) 

Account of 266 

•— — , Owners thereof may 

work their own Craft 

149 

—, Water Carriage froni 

266 

JCiddels, removing 60, 

63> %7f 9^» ^^^> "'^l 



Page 
5#^al- 



119,124, 125 
fo Wears. 

Kills. See Wheels. 
Kingfton Town and Wick 

34 
— — Aits 30 

L. 
•Laleham (Village) 32 

Lambeth 39^ 

Lambert's (Sir Daniel) Care 
of the Thames 26, 86 
•Lamprey-Eel, defcribed 196 

— (the bMnd; defcribed 

Lamprey or L^mpern, de- 
fcribed 195 

•^— -, the Fry not to be de- 
ftroyed 63, 105 

Lampern Rods or I<eaps 

when to be laid, tfc . 

81 

to be Licenfcd ii. 

Layftalls 149 

Laffingham River 55 

Lea or Lee River 

— — , its Rife, Progrefs, 
^c. 55 

-— — , LordMayor'js Au- 
thority therein 60, 107, 

X22, 125 

5*^^ Mayor. 
Leeds, Water-Carriage to 
265 
Leigh, or Lee Town 5 1 
Lee Hoy, Water- Carriage 
by 264 

Letters Patents 1 1 9 

LeicefterJhircf, Water Car- 
riage 265 
Licenfes for Filhing in 
the Thames, to be grant- 
ed by the Water-Bailiff 
' 63, 74. 7?t 76. 7^> 
79> 8i;^85, 88, 1x4 

Liber-. 
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Page 
Liberties (the City's) on the 

Thames. See Jurifdidi-' 

on, Cbnfervacjr, Mayor. 
lighters, not above two to 

bea-breaft 70 

Lightermen " iDcorporaited 

with Watermen 1 47 
Limehoufe 41 

— — Reach 9 

— Dock 268 
Ling (the) ^Fifli, dcfaibed, 

&c. 2$Z 

Loach. (the) defcribcd, &r. 

204 

— •, itf Charadler, Siac, 

Seafon, Spawning i6. 

— Nets for na 
Lobfier (the) defoibed, &r. 

336 

SeeaJfo p. 

Locks on the Thames 

Lomb, or Mill-Pot. 
Whcek) 

Longavity of Fifli 

Lone Reach 

LordlMayor. See Mayor 

Luce (the) Fifh. See Pike, 

Lug-Aieaf (the) Fifli. See 
PearL 

London, its Bridge 40 

Mark- Stones 32, 54 

M. 

Mackrcl (the) Fifh, dcfcrib- 
ed 235 

, its Seafon, Medicinal 

Qualities ihm 

^— , how to chufe the 
beft Sort i^. See p. 44 

Magna Charta, in which the 
City's juriididlion is par- 
ticularly confirmed 99 

Maiden, Waftr - Carriage 
264 

Maid (the Filh) defcribed 
219 



160 

{See 

66 

9 



Page 

— ^— , differs but in Youth 
from the Skate /^. 

Maidfton-Hoys, or Water- 
Carriage by 26$ 

Martin-River 5$ 

Mary (Queen). Fifhermen 
ordered to obey the Wa- 
ter-Bailiff laS 

Mafis. ^^tf Drifts. 

Mayor (Lord) of London 

— Bailiff of the Thames 
60, 1 01, 12; 

•— - Confervator of Stat. 

Weft, 2d, and 13 R. If. 

c. 19 106 

, CcMifia-vator of the 

Thames 58, 59, 106, 

118, 119, I20 

— — — , his Authority dierein 

58, 59 

See alfo Jurifdi£tion, Con- 

fervacy and Thames. 

— , to make Orders for 

prcferving this River 90 

ig6, 118, 126 

•— , to hold Courts of 

Confervac/ 112, 105, 

93» "6 

— , to inflift Puniihments 

for Offences therein 58, 

?9» »»« 

— — and for Abofe of his 

faid Authority 58, x 18 

See alfo Punifhment and 

Imprifonment. 

to have the Rule, 

Search, View, and Cor- 
rection, of the Thames, 
f^c. 58, 59, 60, II 8;, 

126 

— as alfo from Stainf- 
bridge to Yendai 106, 

107 

Mayor^ to have the Rulr, 

. Search 
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. Search, View, Correc- 
tion offsets uTed in all If- 
faes. Breaches, Creeks, 
and Grounds overflown 
1 06, 107 

f— — , to have the Correc- 
tion,- faCr. of Nets ufed 
in Thames and Med wa/ 

S^9 107, 1 1 81 19, I20v 

126 

See alfo Orders 59, 6 r , 

63, 126 

,*-_^ his Authority over 

the Fiihermens Company 

^5^ 90. ii5> "6, .130, 

13c, 141, 144 

« , in UDdine Precepts 
to the Sheriffs lor return^ 
iag Juries, for his Courts 
of Confervacies 1 26 

> , has the Execution of 

the Scat, of Sewers touch- 
ing the River of Thames 
125 

* , none torefifthim or 

his Deputy, the Water- 
BailiflF, in any Thing 
concerning the Conferva- 
cy of Thames, or Fifli 

* or Fry therein 120 

* ■■■ y may fend his War- 
rant by the Water-Bai- 
liiBF, for the Rdeafement 
of any one carried on 
Board any Ship in the 
Thames 147 

*■ ■■■ , may fummon any In- 
habitant of London, on 
Complaint of any Citi* 
sen to appear before him 

H7 

* ■ , his Authority in the 
^ver Medway 58, 
59f 9^f 99» ^06, 107, 

'' * nd, 125, 126 



Page 
$e0 alfo Jurifdidion. 
— , his Authority in the 
River Lee, or Lea 60, 
107, 125 
See alfo Confervacy, Ju- 
rifdidlion, and Mayor* 
Meifli of Nets |ii, 11^ 
118,123 
See alfo the feveral Or- 
ders. 
Middlefex Water-Carriage 

Mitt Pot 66 

Miller's Thumb (theFilh) 

20g 

^— , its Charafter, Spawn- 
ing, Seafon Jk 
Mills on Thames 
*— — to be reilioved 60, 
124, 12 J 

— Dams not to be £[h- 
ed in 63 

— — Pools, when young 
Salmon are not to be 
taken in . 104 

Miltoa-Hoys^ Carriage by 
26$ 

Minnow (the Fiih) defcribed 
204 

— — , Aflize of Nets its 

Mitcham-River 5;; 

Moilo (the Fiih] or Cape- 
Ian defcribed 22 i 

■ ■ ■■ ■- differs little from the 
Whiting a. 

Mortlake (Town) 36 

— Reach 10 
Moulfey River 55 
Mucking, Town of 51 
Mullet {the FiOi) defcribed 

212 

•— , Charader, Siase, S»t, 
iffc. ih. 

^^— , Riveircnwrkable for 
them ^^l 

Mullet, 



«85 
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Page " 

Moillety Botargo made of its 
Spawn 213 

Mufde^thejdefcribed 239 

— , Medicinal Quality, 
ISfc. 240 

See alfo 24^ 

N.- 

Navigation of the Thames 
12 

— -, its Beauty and Bene- 
fits. See Thames. 

— — , fome Difadvantages 
attending it by die Wef- 
tern Barges, y.c 16 

•i— — , fome few Rejncdies 
therein 17 

Navigation Wcftwards of 
Stains 15^ 

Nets, Sorts of, *vix. 

■i-^— , the Bley, or Blee Net 

63, 79. Caftiflg, or 
Purfe-Net 63, 67. Cod 
Net 63, 65. Coulter-. 
Net 64. Drag-Net (in 
the River) 83. Drag at 
Sea 260, 262. Draw or 
Dray-Net (in River)' 63, 

64, 65, iL Ditto (at 
Sea) 260, 262. Flue 66. 
Hagan 78. Half-Nets 
76. Heabbin-Net 7c, 76. 
Hoopcd^Net 66. Peter- 
Net 63. Pike-Net Sj, 
Pot Net 63. Pride-Net 
63. Purfe-Net 63, 6j, 
Rug-Nct 66, 78, 79. 
S*lmon-Net 83, 87. 
Sea-Nets26o, 261 . Shad 
Nets 78. Smelt Nets 66, 
78. Treat-Nets 63. 
Trammel 66. Traul-Nets 
76. Trinck-Nets 72, 73. 
Double- walled Net 66. 
Wcnder 122 



i'age 
Net» ibrbidden 63, 66; 
7^, 86, 83 
^— Meafureof 63, 83, 
86, III, 112, 118, L23 
^, none to be nfed un- 
der two Inches and Half, 
Smelt-Nets; &fc. eJ(oept- 
ed III, 112 

nor any; whereby 

the Brood and Fry of 
F'iih may be taken 10$ 
— — ; nor fixed to Anchors 
a* thwart the Channel cf 
the River 87, io6 

n , to be brought before 

the Lord Mayor before 
nfed 119 

Newberry, Watcr-Carriage 
264 
New-River 5 5 

Norfolk, Water-Carriagc to 
265 
Norflect 47 

r— — Hope, a (Reach) 9 
Numbers of Fi(h 243 

Nufances in Thames 
See Carrion and Iq-^ 
croachments. 
•l^orthumberlaind, Water- 
Carriage to 265 
Nottinghamfhire, Waters 
Carriage ii» 
O. 
Oatland (Palace) 32 
Obfervations (general) on 
the Nature of Fi(h 241 
Offences on the Thames 
105, 112, 118, 126, 127 
-■ '■ , how panilhable 37; 
104, 1 05,' 119, izb, 
127 
See alfo Puniihmeot, aiui 
Maycr„ ^ 
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Orders for preferving tiie 
Hiames, by the Lord 
Mayors, viz. 

ifi— ^ by Sir J. Branch 6i 

— - by Sir Tho. Pallinfon 
62 

*-— by Sir Rob* Dacy 
64 

— by Sir Dan. Lam- 
bert S6 

*-*- by Court of Alder- 
men 61,^^3 

Oars. See Watermen. 

Overflowing of the Thames 
S 

Overfeers of the Watcr- 

• mens Company. Ses 
Ditto Statutes. 

O wrfecrs of Stat. Weft.' 2d. 
104 

— , who are to enquire 
and punilh OtFenders /^. 

Owners of Keys. SeeKtyi, 

Oyfter (the) its Chara^cr, 
fefr. 238 

— , where bcft^ Medici- 
nal Quality ih. 
See alfo Note 1^. 

Owners of Barges, anfwcF- 
able for their Servants, 
Crew, C^f. in Damage 
or Fifhings 152 

Oxfordfliire, Water -Car- 
riage to 265 
P. 

Paffage, or 'Rates of, be- 
tween Wlndfor and 
Gravefend .155 

» ■ for Goods, in Gravef- 
end Tihboat 157 

PaiFengers. ^^^Paffageand 
Watermens Company. 

FaiTage (on the) of Fifh 
24s 



Page 

Pains and Penalties granted 

the City too, il. 103, 

106, 112, 114, iij 

— Penalty of Courts oif 

Confervacies granted the 

City 103 

Paol's Day (St.) ' Fifticr- 

men to appear, and Re- 

giftcr with the Water- 

Bailiff at Guildhall 76 

Pearch (the Fifh) defcribed 

183 

— — -, Spawning, medicinal 

. Qualities 1 84 

-— -, how to chufe the beft 

See Sea- Pearch. 
Pearl (the Fifh) defcribed 
217 
— *-*, Affize to be taken of 

Periwinkle (the FifK) de- 
fcribed 23S 

Perprefture. See Incroach- 
ment. 

Penk (the Fifh) or Minnow 
204 

■■- " ", its Size, Spawning, 
Seafbn, Charader tl. 

Pctermen 63 

, their Times, Manner, 

€sfr. of Filhing 68, 69, 

78, 79 

Peter-Nets (ancient AffizeJ 

of 63 

Peteriham Village 35 

Ait and Roots 29 

Piles, not to be drovctn the 

Thames 62, 67 

Pickerel '(the Fifh) Affize 

to be taken of lit 

*— — , Spawn preferved Z^. 

Fikc (the) defcribed, ifc 

179 

Pike, 



28/ 
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' P^agc 

fikei Spawning, medicinal 

Qualities i8r 

^— -, Afiize to be taken of 

62» III 

■ ", its Biting, venemouai 

182 

, which to chufe /^. 

— -— , Statutes III, 182 

Pike Net S7 

Pilchards (the) defcribed 

229 

*-■■- SeaTod, how chofe. 

Statutes f^. 

•— — 9 how to know firom 

Anchovies sb. 

Picke*Dog-fiih. See Bog- 

£(h. 
Pight- Wears 63 

Plaice (the) defcribed 213 
— , its Charadter, Seafon, 

medicinal Quality 2 1 4 
-*— , Aflizc to fcic taken 

' ■ , difference between 
the Plaice and Fbunder 

Pool (the) 8 

Pope (the FiihJ defcribed, 

CS^f. 202 

.— , Affize, Spawning, 

and Chamber 203 

Pond Filb, not fo good as 



River 
Porter's Key 
Porpoifcs 

Pot- Net 
Pouch Net 



254* 



266 
Si 



Preamble (a) on the Fiftier- 

mens two Charters 1 30 

Prawn (the Fifh) defcribed 

Prefcription, the Jurifdidli- 
on proved by ^6 

Precepts (Lord Mayor's) 
for Juries for Courts of 



Pag^ 

Confervades 1 z6 

Pride-Net, not to be ufe^ 

without a Licence from 

the Water jpailiflf 63 
Proclamations of the City'» 

Jurifdldlion on Thames 

119 

— — againft throwing Rub- 

biih in the Thames 104 
Proiies of the Thames (the 

City's) 1 02 

Puddle-Dock 26S 

Pullinfon's (Sir Tho.) Or- . 

ders for the pifefcrving^ 

€sf f . of the Thames 6^ 
Puniihment of Offences oa 

the Thames 
— to be iniyaed by the 

Lord Mayor and Alder- 
, men $8, 97, too, 104^ 

105, sb, II 8y 126, 127 
Purfe-Net. See Casing- 

Net. 
Purileet Town if 

•i— Reach ' 16 

Queenhithe, Water- Carri- 
ages 26$ 

Dock 268, 

Queenborough 53 

'— Water- Carriage 265 

^ao H^arrantos brought a- 

gainft the City abou^Ju- 

riididtion ib3, 1 20 

^tto Warrantos reveried by 

A6i of PafCament i o| 

R. 

Rack. See Drifts. 

Ralph's Key 267 

Rates by Water. See Wft* 

termcn. 
Rands (the) a Reach q 
Ratcliff Dock 268 

Rawling p«rflack. SeeQoal 
fifh. 
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Page 
ftay (the.Fiih) -^^^TJiorn- 

back. 
RaynhanvCre^k and Breach 

Reaches dti the Thames, 

, Account of 8 

, their Ufefulnefs, l^c, 

10 

Reading, Water - Carnage 
to 264 

Renelagh Gardens 3 8 

Kecognizances at the Court 
of Confervacy's granted 
to the City 103 

Records. of the Tower (Sjr 
Robert Cotton's) con- 
cerning Jurifdidion 121 

Reports of the King's Coun- 

cel, in Favour of the 

^ City's Right to the Ju- 

rifdidion and Conferva- 

cy . 1 20 

Regifter Books of Fifher- 
mens Names and Ap- 
prentices kept by the 
Water-CailliF 69, 70, 82 

Rendezvoufmg of the Her- 
rings and Cod annually 

. 245, 246 

Rcfifting ( of) the Lord 
Mayor, or his Dtjputy, 
the Water- BaihfF, in the 
Confer vacy of theThames 
120. See alfo 71, 89 
Richard I; (King) his Char-' 



ter 

See alfo 
Richard ll. 
Charter ^00. 



See ?l{o p. I2j 
Richmond Town 

• Reach 

Aits 

Crane 



9^ 

97 
( King ) hrs 
Statute 104, 

124 

35 
10 

29 



Page 
Sie 



A9 



&c 



River of . T'hanies 

Thames. * . 
River Carp better thaii Pond 

Rivers remafkableforTrftut 

175 

' »— - differ in their Seafonsi 

' running into Thames 

94- 
•— — .Lea or Lee defcribed 

' ■^' ^'^ 

— — Medway de{cribed 56 ' 

Riff-hedge-Nets 76 

■ Roach (the) defcribed 1 98 

Spawning, Affize, 

•— — , Medicinal Qualities 
• ' /^. 

•— — , anticnt Alfize, in De- 
fence 62, 63 

• Nets ~\ Affize.of ) for 

iii 

Roclc Flounders. ^^^ Floun- 
der. 

.Rock Whitings. See Whi- 
ting.- 

Rofs {xhe) 52 

Ro<;hefler 'FIfhery Statute 
I 262 

Rowte Wears ^ 63 

Rotherhith ' 40 

Royal Fifh. 8i 

Rudd (the Fifh) iee Fifcale. 

Ruff .(the) or Fope. Sec- 
rope. 

Rubbifh, none to be thrown 

' into the Thames. ^ See 
Carrion. 

Rulers of the Watermens 
Company 

— ■— to be chofe annually 
by the Court of Lord 
Mayor and Aldcrmea, ) 
•245' ^"^• 
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INDEX: 



Page 

Rule of the ThMnesinthe 

Lord Mayor i6$> i2o 

$ii Mayor. 

S. 

Sab's Dock 263 

Salmon (the) deferred 169 

- — , when iaSeafon, its 

Size, isfc, '' 170 

— — , Manner and Times 

of Spawning 1 7 1 

— — , its chief Fiflieries, 

Statutes^ &r. 173, 174 

«when in Defence 103, 

IOC, 113 

See a1fi> 63^ 04, 65 

— , when and where to 

he caught 6$, 83 

«— — , how to chuie die heft 

— ~, Affize to be taken at 
62 

, S^pawn and Fry not to 

bedeftroyed ifri 

— — , Kipper, not to be ta- 
ken 63, 122 

•*— , meaning of the Word 
Kipper 172 

^ ,■ Affize of thefe Nets 

83, 87 

— - real 171 

^melt 172, 173 

—— Fry 172, 172 

»—*-*« not to be deilfoyea 
1CJ5 

(young) when in Dis- 

fcnce 104, poj 

Samlet or Bramlin 172, 



Salmon Trout 
Skegger 



»73 
»75 

'^- 

^ak Fi(h. 'See Afls relating 

to Filh and Fifheries. 
Sak Pans (the) 53 

Sandwich Watcr-Carriage 



Pager 

Sardin. ^^ Pilchards. 

Savory*s Dock 268 

Saviour's (St. J Mill, By 

Wcftminftcr, not to be 

fifhed 64 

Dock , 268 

Saw-MiD P<* ' --Reach 



243 

for 

257 

268 



Scales of FiS 
SciOtiand, remarkable 

good Fi/heries 

Dock 

Scollop (the) Fifli defcribcd 

238 

Scullers (a Boat) the Rates 

of j^j, 156 

Seaibns of Fiihing in the 

Thames 
■ to be appointed by 

the Water Bailiff SB, 

132, 135, 140 

Sea Fiih, a Description of. 

See the general Defcrip- 

tionofFifh 241 

Sea Bream defended 1 9 1 
— — Eel. See Conger. 

Pcarch. f^^^ Pearch) 

184 
— — Gudgeon 20? 

*— Bleak. ^f< Bleak. 
Sea Bais. See Bafs. 
Searches, the Lord Mayor 

to ha^ k in the Thames 

5*8, 109, 106, 120, 126 
>■ to be made on the 

Thames by the Water 

Bailiff and his Deputies 

71, 83, 89. 105, 120 

Sedges, in theThanies, not 

to be cut 66 

Seeing fon the) of Fifti 25^ 
Sellinger's Wharf 267 
Seme Net 6j 

Senfations (the), of Flm 
253 
Seflious* 



INDEX. 



291 



fer 



Page 
Seflions. Sii Courts of 

Confervacy. 
Shad (the) defcribcd 208 

, its Filhings for 78 

f Charadter, and medi- 
cinal Qualities 209 
— — , wh. they enter in 
theiftir .r. . Of, 
Shadders, to t^ke out their 
Licences from the Water 
BailifF 78 
Shadwell 40 
Shape (the) of a Fiih made 
for Swimming 249 
Sharplin. See S^cklebag. 
Shelves in the Thames 

See Carrion. 
Shcpperton Town 32 

Boat 265 

Sheernefs, Fort, ^c. 52 
Shepway Ifle /^. 

Shrimp (the} Fifh defcribed 

Size of Fiih 62, 80 

Skinner's (Sir Tho.) Care 

of the JurifdiAion and 

River 58 

Shifting of the Tides 6 
Shores of Thames not to 

be drawn 83 
Sheriffs of London 
, to arrcft on the 

Thames 58 

* , iinprifonedO£G»ders 



thereon 
•/' Sion-Houfe 

^^' • Reach 

^^ Skate (the) or Flare, 
' ' ' fcribed 

^'^1 • , its Seafon, Jsfr, 

Skegger Salmon 



96 

35 
10 
de- 
218 
219 
171 



Smelt (the) defcribed, Cffr. 
207 
— , its Size, Colour, Cha- 
rter, if^. ?o8 



Page 

■ » medicinal Qualities 

iB. 

— — , how to be chofen /3. 

— , Aflize of Nets for 1 1 2 

See p. 60 

See alfo Trinkermen, 

Hebbermen 244 

SmartVKey ^ 267 

Smelt-Leaps, how laid, &r. 

79 
— — , to be firlt Licenced 
by the Water-Bailiff 1^. 
Smelling (the) of Fifli 253 
Sods of Earth. See Car- 
rion- 
Soil of Thames, granted 
the City C7 

Sole (the) defcribed, fffr. 
215 
-— , itsCharafier, medi- 
cinal Quality, Stat. r^. 
— , Affiste to be taken 

^ 77 

Sommerfetfhire, Water- 

Carriage 265 

Sprat (the) or Sparlin, de- 
fcribed 228 
Sommer's Key, great and 
little 267 
Spanilh Mackrel. See Tun- 
ny. 
Spawn of Fiih, not to be 
deftroyed 22, 80, 11 1, 
lis 
Stain's (Town) 31 
— 's Bridge. Water-Car- 
ria^ to ' 26$ 
Stakes or Stumps 67, 113 
S tanks 60 
Statutes. See A£b of Par* 

Kament. 

Sticklebag (the) defcribed 

205 

— -» its Size, &c. th. 

Stops andH^tches 9 2 

V z Stops 



59^ 
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Page 

Stops, ufeful to theNaviga- 
lion, if properly placed 

* 93. 

Stone?, or Weights to Nets, 

forbd 86 

Scratford River 55 

Sturgeon (the) defcrihied 

210 

— , its Size, Spawn, Cha- 

rader, Qfc^ 211 

• , Medicinal Qaality, 

Cavear, 6^^. ^^^ 

■, if taken in Thames, 

not to be fecreted 8 1 

Sub-Confervator of the 

Thames 
V See Watcr-BailifF. 
Suffolk, Water- Carriage 

Sundbury Toyj^n 33 

' Aits , 30 

Bo?it 26; 

Sunday, none to fi(h on 65 

See Orders. 

Surry, Water- Carriage to 

265 

Svvamp (the) 5^ 

Swinnerton's (Sir John) 

Care of the City's Juril- 

diflion ^ 58 

T. 

Tail (the) ofaFifh, itsUfe 

249 

Tafting, Fifli's Senfe in 

253 

Tedding ton (Village) 34 

• Ait 39 

Teeth ofaFifli, their Ufe 
. 252 
Tench (the) defcribed 187 
*— — , its Medicinal Quali- 
ties /^. 
I——, Spawning, Seafon, 
&::. 188 



Page 

Tench, afltient Aflize of 62 

, River Tench beft 

187 
Thames, River of, defcrib- 
ed ' I 
.— , its Beauty, and Ufe- 
fulnefs 2 
' -^— , its Rife, Cottrfe, and 
Townf, through" which 
it pafTes ' 4 

, Extent 6 

—, Tides and Tide-table 

-i-.— , . pretcrnataral Tides 

— — , Reaches^ and Beneiic 
of them / ^ 10 

. , its Navigation Eaft- 

Wards of London Bridge 
12 

— — , the - Beauty and Bc- 

nefics anfing therefrom 

i^. 

' , its Navigation weft- 
wards of London-Bridge 
14 

— , the Beauty and Con- 
veniences of which iB. 

— -, the City's Care there- 
of 61, 15 
See alfo 59, 60 
Tow. Rec. Orders, ^c. 

— — , Navigation ftiil 
wants regulating 1 5 

-^ — , ^ few Inflances 
therein i6, 

, fome few Remedies 

17 

— — , its Navigation weft- 

wards of Stams 158, to 

162 

;— , its Ratesof Paffage, 
See PaiTage. 

I— — , itsFifhery now great- 
ly decaying »9» 23 
ThameS| 
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Page 
Thames, cf no fmall Coh- 
fequCDce ib. 

•— , its Variety of frefh 
and Salt PMh 20 

— — , how worthy the Care 
of 20> 21, 28 

f— — y the chief (Jaulc of- 
their Deftrudion 21, 
24, 25, 27 
— , fome Remedies there-' 
in 24, to 27 

•— — , the City always care- 
ful of this River 2 j 
^ y two late Inftances 
26, 59, 60 
5^^ alfo their Orders, 
Tow^Rec. 
•— — , general Gonfiderati- 
ons thereon 27 
I— — , its Alts or Eyghts 28 

, adjacent 1 owns 3 1 

, Rivers running into it 

55 
^ — , its Water, Filh- 
Ground, and Soil, grant- 
ed to the City 57 

1: , Lord Mayor to have 

the Confervation and Pu- 

nifhment thereof 

5<f^ Mayor, JurifdidlioA, 

Thames-Ditton Village 33 
Thames- Ditton, its Ait 30 
Thornback (the) defcribed 
219 
• — -, its medicinal Virtues, 
Gharader, where found, 
how to be chofen 220 
— , Affizeto be taken 77 
fides of the Thapies 6 
i— , how far they flow up- 
wards ih' 
• , a Table ^at London- 
Bridge 7 
^H--j Remark? on Tidej 
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flowing ib, 

^ — , Fifhermcn not to 

take 68 

Tilbury Fort 49 

Fall .51 

Tilt' Boats (Gravefend) 1 5 7 

See Paflage. 
Timber lying in the Thames 
70, QI 
Tower Dock 269* 

Towns on the Banks of the" 
Thames 3 1 

Treafurer (Lord) Burleigh'? 
Requeft from Queen Eli- 
zabeth to the City, for 
the taking Care of the 
Thames, acknowledging 
their Jurifdidion thereto 
' ' 60 

Treat Net (antient) Affize 
of . 63 

Trinks 106, 122 

Trinkermen 63* 

■ fuppreflTcd 60, 106 

— — , a certain Number al- 
lowed 72, \o6 
^ , the Rules and Me- 
thods for Fifhing 71 to 

74 . 

y annually to take out 

• their Licences from the 

Water Bailiff 71 to 74. 

^~, their Nets 63, 72, 

7i 
Trawlers, 

^~, the Rules and Me- 
thods for Fifhing 76, 77 
— , Aflize of their Nets 
ih' ib, 
r, of Fifh to be taken 

17 
' ^ to be Licenced annu- 
ally by the Water-Bailiff 

Trinity- 
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Page 

Trlnity-mcn 146, 147, 
151 

Trout (the) defcribed, tfr . 

«74 

•^ — , its Scafon, Age, and 
Spawning 176, 177 

, their Lice 176 

, Laws relating to» how 
to be chofen, tsff . ^ ^ ^77 

— — ^medicinal Qualities 16, 

•^— , when not to be taken 
{anticnt Order) 63 

»— , A£ize to be taken of 
62, III 

Truro, Water Carriage to 
264 

Tunny (the) or Spanifh 
Mackrel 234 

Torbot (the) or Bret de- 

ioibod 216 

; Size, Charafter, me- 

dicifnal Qualities Or, 

*— — , how to be chofen. 

Statutes 2 1 7 

See alfi> 244 

Turbou. See Eel-Pout. 

Twickenham Town 34 

, Aits 29 

U. 

Vaiuchall S<^ 

VcflVls, not above two fi;ted 
a-brealt 70 

Villages. See Thames. 

View of the Thames, the 

Lord Mayor to have 

iz6 

Vicluallers coming to Lon- 
don, to be under the Rule 
of the Lord Mayor 1 04 

Viftttals coming to Lon- 
don, not to be afTized 
by the Conftable of the 
Tower 100 

ymber (the) qr Graylin 



Page 

defcribed 178 

Under Confervators ap- 
pointed ' 105 
— — , who fhall furvey, 
fearch, and punilh, £sfr. 
i^. 

, the Water Bailiff fuch 

on the Thames 106 

5^^ alfo Water Bailiff. 

Unwholfome, unfeafonable, 

or uniizeable Fifh, not to 

betaken, fold, or ui*ed- 

80, 105, III, 113 

Uxbridge River ca, 

W. 
Wages. SeeFcts icz 

Walton upon Thames 33 
— — Water- Carriage 157, 



Waltham River 
Wandfworth Town 
River 



265 
55 

55 



Water Bailiff. See Bailiff- 
Water. 

WarsoftheFifli z^6 

Water of the Thvnes gnmt- 
ed to the City 57 

Wapping Dock 269 

Wardmotes (a) Ipqueft- 
Charge for pjreferving the 
Thames 84. 

Watermen. 

— , their Company under 
the Rule of the Court of 
Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men 149, 146, 148, 1 go 

— — , the Rates of Oars and 
Scullars below London 
Bridge 155 

, Ditto above London 

Bridge i ;6 

— — , Diiio for Oars above 

London Bridge to Wind- 

for 156 

Watcrm;^ 
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Page 

Watermen, what Number 

only to Row on Sunday» 

•— — Rates for Carriage of 
Goods and Paffengers m 
the Gnivefend Tilt-boats 

. — *— , Order againft their 
immoded Speeches and 
Behaviour 162 

Watermen of St. Marga- 
ret's, Weftminfter 149 

Wharfs, Keys, and Docks, 
at or near London, ac- 
count of 266 

— — , not above two Vef- 

fels a>breaft to be fixed at 

69, 70 

Water Carriage from Lon- 
don, to feveral Counties 
in England 264 

Weights to Nets forbid 86 

Weever (the) Fifh, defcrib- 
ed 236 

Weed?, drawing forbid 87 

Wears on Thames removed 

59,60,63,98,99, 100, 

122, 125, 126, 12S 

•— , Penalty on erecting 

any on the S^a Shores, 

HavenF, Creeks, isfc, 

260 

Well-flcct at thcMafe, not 



to be fiflied 
Weftminfter 
— New Bridge 
Weft Thurrock 
Weybridge Town 
*— River 

Water Carriage 

Whales, taken in 

Thames not to be 

cretcd 
Wharfs 



63 

39 
40 

47 
3« 
5? 

the 
fe- 
81 

70 



Vac 
Wheels 65, 

Wherries, See Watermen 

Air H6y»5^*»53 
■ ■ , Amze of 1 46 

Whiting (ihe> defcribed, 

— , its Size^ Age, Colour, 

— , Chara^er, Gat5, 

dried. Statutes 221 

•— — , medicinal Qualities 

ib. 

5^^ Mollo or Capelan ib. 

See alfo 244, to 246 

Whiting (the) Pollack 222? 

<— — , where taken, Cha- 

rader, &fc, 223 

«— — , differs little from a 

Cod, but in Size 222 

White Friars Dock 269 

Whiting Mops. See Whi- 

^ ting Pout. 

Whiting Pout 

— — , its Size, 

Londoner?, 

Mops 
Whitebait, by fome thought 

a young Herring 227 
Willimot's (Sir Robert) 

Care about prefcrving 

the Thames 26 

Wiggin's Key 267 

Windfor, Water Carriage 

«o 157* 264 

Woodmongers 149, 151 
Wifbich-Hoys, Water Car- 

riage by 264 

Woodcock's (Sir John)Care 

of the City's Jurifdidion,, 

fcfr. on the Thames 59 
Woodford River 55- 

Woodbridge, Water-Carri- ^ 

age to ' 264 

Wooi- 
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defcribed, 

222 

called by 

Whitings 
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^9^ X Nn^ 

^Woolwich Town 

Park ?nd Oock 

WocJuich Reach 

Wool Key 

Wreck. See Drift. 

Writs direried to the She- 
liffs of Kent, and Effex, 
reeitng the City's Tide, 



3^. 
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43 

44 

9 

067 



^c. 



Pzgfi 
97 



toThjimct: 
J." 
Yauntlct Creek ^ \ 5^ 
Yards ardrift. ^ee -Drifti, 
Vaulin (the Fift) but 9 
young Herring 227 

Yorkfhire, Water Carriage 

2ti 
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